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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Baghdad Operations Center 
June 11 , 2004 


Session Number: 24 
SSA George L. Piro 


(U) 


:r^ 


^ While engaging SSA George L. Piro in casual 
conversation in his detention cell, Saddam Hussein provided 
the following information: 


Saddam Hussein stated on most days his work 
(U) schedule consisted of meeting ordinary Iraqi citizens. 

Hussein preferred to meet them where they worked or lived 
instead of his office. Normally, Hussein tried to schedule 
time between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to interact with the 
Iraqi citizens. Hussein preferred to drive himself and would 
direct his protective detail to ride as passengers, which gave 
him the ability to stop whenever and wherever he wanted. 
Hussein took advantage of this time to address individual 
issues with citizens, which included discussions involving 
medical issues, personal grievances, etc. 


(^) Hussein enjoyed exchanging ideas with those 
around him for purposes of developing solutions. He 
encouraged those around him to discuss issues and exchange 
ideas amongst each other as well as with him. However, 

Hussein did not enjoy debating others, even though he 
considered himself an excellent debater, and superior to those 
around him. Whenever there were debates, Hussein stated he 
normally wouldn't take part, and would remain silent. 


(U) 


Hussein discussed individuals either related or 
close to him within the former Iraqi Government. Hussein 
stated Tariq Aziz (Black List #25) was very intelligent, and 
had the most knowledge regarding the West of all the Ba'ath 
Party officials. Aziz was an excellent speaker, as he was a 
former English teacher and former editor of the Ba'ath Party 


newspaper. 




(U) 


!Q HuSsein stated Ali Hasan A1-Majid (Black List 
#5) thought like an Arab. SSA Piro stated Al-Majid thought 
like a Bedouin, and;3Hussein stated that is what he meant to 
say. Al-Majid had limited experience outside of his tribe and 
his decisions were based on that limited experience. However, 
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Baghdad Operations Center 


Al-Majid followed orders and carried out his duties as 
instructed. 


M) Hussein described former Vice President, 
Yasin Ramadan's (Black List #20) personality as open, 
was the type of individual who continually talked about 
himself, which Hussein allowed him to do. 


Taha 

Ramadan 


Hussein then discussed his two half brothers, 
Barzan Ibrdnihi Hasan (Black List #38) and Watban Ibrahim Hasan 
(Black List #37). Hussein stated Barzan was very intelligent, 
but had a closed personality. SSA Piro told Hussein that 
Barzan was not very friendly, and would not be the type of 
person with whom SSA Piro could develop a friendship. Hussein 
laughed, and stated that SSA Piro knew Barzan's personality. 
Hussein then stated Watban was the opposite of Barzan, 
friendly but simple. According to Hussein, Watban could not 
carry out his Ministerial duties and was not capable of 
handling political positions or issues. 


ySJ SSA Piro inquired about Abid Hamid Mahmoud 
(Black List #4), Hussein's Presidential Secretary. Hussein 
stated Abid was a good and loyal employee who carried out his 
duties and orders well. Hussein then asked SSA Piro his 
opinion of Abid. SSA Piro described to Hussein the meaning of 
a "used car salesman." Hussein again laughed and stated SSA 
Piro was correct in his description of Abid. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of trah^ption 02/27/2004 

On 02/24/2004,Fadil Sulfaij Muhammad Azzawi, date of 
birth, 07/01/1944, was interviewed at the military detention 
■ facility, Baghdad International Airport,' Baghdad, Iraq. Azzawi was 
advised of the identities of interviewing agents as representatives 
of the United States Government. The interview was observed by DOD 
personnel. Azzawi provided the following information regarding his 
employment and education: 

Azzawi was born on a farm in Iraq in 1944. He attended 
primary and secondary school in Iraq and became a member of the 
Ba'ath Party in 1963. He attended college in Baghdad between 1968- 
1972, graduating with a degree in Accounting. During the summer of 
1968, he attended a summer course at Cambridge University in 
England. Between 1972-74, he was assigned to the Diplomatic 
Institute in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 1974, he received 
training at the National Assembly of the United Nations in New 
York. This training was provided by Dr. Khatan, whom he described 
as an eminent Iraqi diplomat. Between 1975-78, he served as the 
Ba'ath Party's Counsel to Egypt. From 1978 to 1980, he worked as 
the First Secretary to the Iraqi mission in New York. During this 
assignment, he obtained a Master's degree in International Studies 
from Johns Hopkins University. 

Azzawi then served as the Iraqi Ambassador to India from 
1980-1982, and as the Ambassador to the Soviet Union between 1982- 
1984. It was while he was working in the Soviet Union that he 
learned from Abd Hamid, Saddam Hussein's personal secretary, that 
he had been selected to become the Director of the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS). According to Azzawi, this selection 
was the result of his impressive work in the Soviet Union and to a 
recommendation made by Abd Hamid to Saddam Hussein. Since Azzawi 
did not feel qualified for this assignment, he was able to convince 
Saddam Hussein to let him assume the position of Deputy Director of 
Operations for M4 (External Intelligence) and M5 (Internal 
Intelligence). He served in this position between 1985-1989. 

Between 1989-1991, Azzawi served in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs after which he served as the Governor of Salau-al- 
Din. In 1993, he was fired from the Ba'ath Party. Azzawi was 
arrested by the Special Security Organization (SSO) and was held in 
a high risk cell, secured by five doors each with two latches. He 
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was whipped 20 times each day and expected to be executed. 
However, as Hussein loved poetry, his family wrote a veiry nice 
flattering poem to Hussein, which Azzawi credits to improving his 
situation. Azzawi was not executed, and after eight months was 
released. 


Each intelligence se 2 rvice in Iraq has its own prison, 
which house the various services' prisoners. For example, the 
Directorate of General Security's prison is located within its 
facility. The IIS' facility is an area known "52", the SSO was 
located behind the Abu Sind Hospital (phonetic). Abu Gharib Prison 
was one of several general prisons through the country. Others 
were located in Mosul, Diala, and Basra. When government officials 
were arrested, especially any associated with the various 
intelligence services, they would be housed in prisons they were 
not familiar with or associated with, so as not to get milder 
treatment. Since Azzawi was formerly a member of the IIS, he was 
arrested and imprisoned by the SSO. 

On Azzawi's first day in the IIS, he requested to be 
taken to the IIS prison for a visit. Azzawi found the cells to be 
very small and some prisoners were being held for long periods of 
time without any disposition on their case. When he asked as the 
cause of the failure to resolve the outstanding cases, he was told 
it was due to lack intelligence officers. Azzawi noted an Iranian 
prisoner, who had been held in detention without any action on his 
case for over three years. The prisoner was detained for spying, as 
he crossed the border without a pass. The prisoner's wife turned 
out to be a famous person in the West German parlimant and had 
previously spoken to the Iraqi Foreign Minister regarding the 
whereabouts of her husband. When Hussein became aware of the 
situation, he asked the IIS if the person was in their custody 
which the IIS denied, before confirming. Once the IIS realized he 
was in their custody, they told Azzawi he could not be released as 
it would demonstrate to Hussein they had lied to him. Azzawi 
demanded that the Iranian prisoner be immediately released and re¬ 
united with his wife, which he was. 

Azzawi described Hussein as being nice, brave and good to 
his friends until 1988. Azzawi then noticed a change in Hussein, 
who became stubborn, power hungry, and domineering. This change 
was enhanced by the weak leadership around Hussein. According to 
Azzawi, Hussein only admired himself. Early example of this was in 
1983, when Hussein celebrated his birthday as a national holiday. 
Azzawi disagreed with this and wrote Hussein a letter. Azzawi 
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criticizing him, stating that such action were expected of kings 
and not revolutionaries such as Hussein. Azzawi claimed to be the 
only person honest and open with Hussein. Azzawi did not regard 
Iraq as being open or democratic, but that it was a country being 
led by Hussein alone. 

According to Azzawi, Hussein was threatened by his half 
brother, Barzan Ibrahim Hasan, which may have led to Barzan's 
removal as director of the IIS. When Barzan was the director, he 
controlled the service, thus making him very powerful within the 
government. 
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Philadelphia canvassed logical sources to 
determine if^any individuals could provide information relevant 
to the prosecution of Hussein. No positive information was 
developed as of the date of this communication. However, some 
sources could not be reached because they were traveling and were 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 01/3 0/2 004 


TARIQ AZIZ (Blacklist #25) date of birth April 1, 1936, 
place of birth Mosul, Iraq, was inteirviewed at Baghdad 
Int ernational Airpo rt (BIAP), Iraq. Also present at the interview 


waa 


US Army Representative. After being advised 


thaL LXie inter viewing Agents were members of the United States 
Government from Washington, DC, AZIZ provided the following 
information in English: 


AZIZ' grandfather's last name was Issa, which is Arabic 
for Jesus. He does not now nor has he ever used the name Mikhail. 
AZIZ stated that Iranian/pro-Iranian factions claimed this was once 
part of his name in order to emphasize or point out that AZIZ is 
Christian. AZIZ is a Chaldean Christian by religion. His father 
died when he was six or seven years old. Thereafter, his mother 
and uncle raised AZIZ in Baghdad. 

AZIZ studied English while growing up and through 
college, obtaining a bachelor's degree from the College of Arts and 
Sciences in Baghdad in 1958. He continued to study English on his 
own thereafter. 


AZIZ worked as a journalist for two months upon 
graduation from college. He served in the Army for approximately 
one year and a half in 1958-59. Later, AZIZ worked at times as an 
interpreter. 

AZIZ joined the Ba'ath political party in the late 1950s. 
Michael Aflaq founded this political movement. The stated party 
platforms of freedom, socialism, and Arab Unity appealed to AZIZ. 

He felt the Ba'ath system would be good for Iraq. 

The Ba'ath came to power in Iraq in February, 1963 in a 
bloody coup d'etat overthrowing then President Qassem. Qassem was 
a military dictator who persecuted members of the Ba'ath. This 
Ba'ath government lasted only nine months, however, with President 
Abd Al-Salam Aref assuming leadership of the country in November, 
1963. After dying in a helicopter crash in 1966, President Aref's 
brother, Abd Al-Rahman Aref, assumed leadership. 


be 

b7C 


Investigation on 01/30/2004 at Baghdad, I rag _ 
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After the previous government failed in November, 1963, 
many Ba'ath members, including AZIZ, were "chased" to Syria in 
1964. AZIZ remained in Syria until 1967, having been jailed there 
in 1966-67. Upon release, he traveled back to Baghdad where he 
taught English from 1967-68. During the reign of the Aref 
brothers, the Ba'ath was virtually eliminated from Iraq. 

In July, 1968, the Ba'ath came back to power in a 
bloodless coup, or "White Revolution", placing President Bakr in 
power. Saddam Hussein, a key Ba'ath member, enlisted the support 
of two of Aref's officials, the Director of Military Intelligence 
(Nayif) and the head of the Republican Guard (Da'ud), to effect the 
coup. These two individuals were promised high positions in the 
new government in exchange for their support. Within a matter of 
days after Bakr assumed the Presidency, however, both were removed 
from their "new" positions and given Ambassador posts outside Iraq. 
Nayif was later assassinated in London. AZIZ characterized his 
relationship with Bakr as "not strong." This was due to AZIZ' 
Christian beliefs. 

AZIZ served as the editor of the Ba'ath newspaper in 1963 
and 1969. He served three years as Minister of Information under 
the Ba'ath government in the 1970s. He became a Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) member in 1977. Created in 1968, the RCC was 
designed to be the highest policy and decision-making body in Iraq. 
Saddam Hussein served as Vice Chairman of the RCC beginning in 
1969. AZIZ stated Hussein "liked" AZIZ and supported his 
membership in the Ba' ath and positions he held within the party and 
government. 

From 1969 forward, Hussein worked to eliminate threats to 
the Iraqi government, both inside and outside the country. These 
steps include the "March Manifesto" with Kurdish leader Barzani in 
1970 which stated the Kurdish population in Iraq would have an 
autonomous state by 1974. This move apparently appeased Kurdish 
dissidents within Iraq. The provisions of the agreement never came 
to fruition, however. In 1975, Hussein reached an agreement with 
the government of Iran regarding the Shatt-al-Arab Waterway. This 
agreement, more favorable to Iran, essentially eliminated the 
external threat from Iran while simultaneously eliminating Iran's 
support of the Kurds inside Iraq. 

Hussein also eliminated threats he perceived from 
individuals within the government. He incriminated persons in 
"coups" and held fake trials. In 1973, one such victim was Abdul 
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Khaliq Samarra'i, the Minister of Interior. Samarra'i was 
"critical and outspoken" against Hussein and Bakr. He was 
sentenced to death, changed later to life. Ali Hasan Al-Majid, aka 
"Chemical Ali", stated as long as Samarra'i was alive, coups would 
continue. Consequently, Samarra'i was removed from prison and 
executed in 1979. Per AZIZ, Samarra'i was a "humble man" who had 
no aspirations of power. Hussein and Bakr saw him as an obstacle 
and a threat to "their wrongdoings." AZIZ stated the treatment of 
Samarra'i was "ethically and morally wrong" and "weakened the 
party." In AZIZ' opinion, democracy in Iraq was gone after 1979. 

In 1979, Bakr stepped down due to health reasons and 
Hussein assumed the Presidency. Various factors contributed to 
Hussein's rise to power. He had seirved as Vice Chairman of the RCC 
since 1969. He also served as the Deputy Secretary General of the 
Ba'ath. Aflaq did not support Hussein at first, but eventually 
did. Hussein had the reputation of being a strong Ba'ath loyalist. 
This was due to his participation in the coup attempt against 
President Qassem in 1963 and his active role in reforming the party 
after 1963. AZIZ stated Hussein's true power developed after 1968. 

AZIZ stated the RCC was the supreme body in Iraq prior to 
the new regime under Hussein. The RCC made laws and was considered 
higher than the cabinet. Upon assuming the Presidency, Hussein 
moved immediately over the next two years, to consolidate power 
into his hands from the RCC. 

Hussein convened a Cabinet meeting in July, 1979, shortly 
after assuming the Presidency. During the videotaped meeting, 
details were relayed of a "plot" uncovered three to four days 
before involving a conspiracy with Syrian officials to overthrow 
the Iraqi government. Former President Bakr's Chief of Staff, 

Muhie Abd Al-Hussein Mashhadi, was brought before the group and 
announced his complicity in the plot. Other "conspirators" were 
named and taken away from the meeting. AZIZ did not believe the 
"plot" was true. At the time, AZIZ felt that if one voiced 
opposition to the proceedings, he would be arrested. Thus, AZIZ 
remained silent or may have clapped when others clapped so as to 
not appear to oppose Hussein. The videotape of this meeting was 
sent to various Middle Eastern leaders including the Syrian 
President. AZIZ stated Hussein opposed the "almost eighty percent 
complete" plans for an Iraq-Syria unification, similar to the 
United Arab Republic which previously temporarily united Egypt and 
Syria. Shortly thereafter, Hussein created a "fake" court to try 
the individuals involved in the "conspiracy." He appointed Na'im 
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Haddad, a Shiite and Ba'ath member, to serve as the presiding 
judge. AZIZ believed this was an attempt by Hussein to add 
credibility to the proceedings. AZIZ did not attend the trial and 
described the entire event as a "crime against the people and the 
Ba'ath Party." 

Other less dramatic steps occurred pursuant to a 
consolidation of power into Hussein's hands. Until 1979, the RCC 
held regular meetings with minutes recording the details. After 
Hussein became President, the meetings were less frequent and no 
minutes were recorded. Hussein told the RCC there would be times 
when he would not be able to consult with them. Thus, according to 
Hussein, the RCC had to give him power to make decisions alone. 
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ALI HASAN AL-MAJID AL-TIKRITI, aka "Chemical Ali" 
(Blacklist #5) date of birth July 1, 1941, place of birth Tikrit, 
Iraq was interviewed at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) 
Baghdad, Iraq. Also pr esent at the intervi ew was 


US Army Representative ___ 

provided Arabic/English translation. 


[ 


FBI Language Anarysn, 


After being advised that the 
interviewing Agents were members of the United States Government 
from Washington, DC, MAJID provided the following information: 


MAJID is from the Abu Nasir tribe or clan located in and 
around Tikrit, Iraq. Fourteen different tribes/families lived in 
this area. MAJID'S grandfather was the Governor of Tikrit. His 
father was a well-known, highly respected individual in Tikrit who 
had "no problems with anyone." There were no major problems 
between the families of the area. Issues were normally solved 
without approaching the government for a solution. 
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Tribal thoughts and customs pervade the entire social 
structure in Iraq including Baghdad. As an example, MAJID 
described how the tribe deals with an incident such as a car 
accident involving a fatality. After the accident, an agreement 
between the families of the involved parties normally takes place 
regarding the punishment of the person deemed at fault. This 
agreement is then presented to a court and sentencing occurs based 
on the recommendation from the two families. 

MAJID'S tribe has two primary rules, one which prohibits 
"fighting" within the tribe and the other which prohibits a man 
from "flirting" with a single w;oman. For violation of either rule, 
an offender would be killed. 

The oldest male member of the tribe is generally the 
"sheikh" or leader and tends to be the one who is most respected 
and fair. Sometimes, however, the oldest male may not be able to 
fulfill this function due to mental or physical difficulties. 

MAJID became "sheikh" of his tribe after the death of the third 
person in line. Saddam Hussein, MAJID'S cousin and former 
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President of Iraq, later declared that he was "sheikh" of MAJID's 
tribe. 

Concerning the Iraqi Ba'ath Party (Ba'ath), MAJID advised 
that from its inception the Party embraced a "democratic and 
humanitarian vision." MAJID still believes in these principles. 

The party does not believe in war, killing, mass killings, one 
person taking charge, oppression, or "bad behaviors." MAJID added 
Islam does not believe in violence or oppression. 

The acts of some members of the Ba'ath, including 
Hussein, "brought shame to the Party." This included "bad 
behaviors" that were individual acts of Ba'ath members. MAJID 
agreed that there was a contradiction between the original tenets 
of the Ba'ath and the way it was practiced under Hussein's regime. 
This change occurred from the beginning and continued throughout 
Hussein's Presidency. 

MAJID described a meeting which took place in July, 1979 
shortly after Hussein assumed leadership of Iraq. Hussein invited 
all Ba'ath members to a meeting in Baghdad. MAJID was the Director 
of a "branch" of the Ba'ath at the time. At the meeting, Hussein 
provided details of a coup attempt in the Party. Over sixty 
members were identified and taken by security forces from the 
meeting hall. The investigation into this matter was headed by 
Barzan Ibrahim Hasan Al-Tikriti, Hussein's brother. MAJID does not 
know the details of the investigation and did not look at the 
files. Until the moment the "plot" was announced, MAJID had heard 
no information regarding this matter. It appeared that many people 
had been "marked, " meaning they had been previously identified, 
rightly or wrongly, as being involved in a plot against Hussein. 

If some were wrongly accused, it was by Barzan and not Hussein. 
MAJID thought this "plot" might have been a continuation of one 
uncovered in previous years involving Abdul Khaliq Al-Samarra'i and 
Nathim Ghezar. In 1979, MAJID said, "If Samarra'i lives, coups 
will continue." MAJID was in a "sad mood" at the time of this 
meeting. However, he felt all persons identified were guilty. 

MAJID described his views regarding Hussein. During the 
period twenty years ago and more, MAJID considered Hussein to be 
the closest person to him. They grew apart from then until a 
period of time about ten years ago. At that time, MAJID came to a 
"crossroads" in life and was thinking about leaving the Ba'ath. 
Hussein convinced him to remain. Without Hussein's approval, 
MAJID'S resignation would "shame" his tribe. Thus, MAJID continued 
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in government service during the past ten years, though not as a 
volunteer. 


MAJID stated that during this time he was appointed to 
three different Ministerial posts without first being asked or 
notified. He learned of these appointments from radio and 
television announcements. Concerning his most recent appointment 
as Minister of Interior, MAJID heard that Hussein was reluctant to 
ask MAJID to serve in this capacity for fear that MAJID would 
refuse and thereby embarrass Hussein. 

Before the 2001 Ba'ath Conference, MAJID asked Hussein 
whether he would continue as a Party member. MAJID simply wanted 
out of the Ba'ath. Hussein denied this request. In more recent 
times, Hussein told MAJID that he could terminate his membership in 
the Party at the 2004 Conference. MAJID described the day he heard 
this news as "the happiest day of my life." 

During the last seven to eight years, Hussein refused to 
accept advice or criticism from his closest advisors even if he was 
wrong. After Hussein Khamil, Hussein's son-in-law, fled Iraq to 
Jordan in 1995, Hussein did not.trust anyone and appeared to change 
for the worse. He seemed particularly wary of individuals who were 
respected in the Party. 

MAJID described his feelings and those of others 
regarding issues leading the latest war with the United States. 
MAJID wanted the United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
inspectors to visit Iraq in 2 003, as did the majority of the Ba'ath 
leadership. They felt the boycott would not be ended without 
certification of the termination of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) program. Hussein, however, did not agree that 
the inspectors should be allowed to enter Iraq. Thus, MAJID and 
the other leaders had to support Hussein. If not, they would have 
been viewed as traitors and on the side of the United States. 

During this period, Hussein, Izzat Ibrahim Al-Duri, Taha 
Ramadan, Tariq Aziz, and MAJID held a discussion regarding WMD. 

The four men "pressed" Hussein to tell UNSCOM and the world that 
Iraq has no WMD. Hussein did not agree stating that Israel would 
strike Iraq if they felt Iraq had no WMD. At this meeting, MAJID 
asked Hussein, "Do we have WMD?" Hussein asked, "Don't you know?" 
MAJID stated "no" to which Hussein replied "no." 
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Prior to the 2003 war, MAJID attended a meeting of the 
Iraqi leadership, including Hussein, where MAJID stated that "Iraq 
will lose the war." However, Hussein was convinced that Iraq would 
win. MAJID considered this unbelievable as Iraq had undertaken no 
preparations or special precautions in anticipation of the war. 
Additionally, no plans were made for the post-war period, 
especially regarding the potential needs for adjustments or changes 
in the leadership of Iraq. As before, MAJID wanted to resign. He 
did not want to take responsibility for the actions of one 
individual, Hussein. MAJID added, "I'm fair. Saddam is not." 
Hussein was a "dictatorship of one man." Hussein is "cruel in 
dealing with everyone including relatives." 

MAJID does not believe he has a chance to "clear his 
name" while imprisoned. He would like to see all the former Iraqi 
leaders, including those currently in jail, tell the truth and 
"criticize" Hussein. If MAJID were to do this by himself, he 
believes he would be viewed as a spy. MAJID stated it would be 
more appropriate for him to first solicit the opinions and support 
of other Iraqi leaders. 

At this point, interviewers asked how one could get 
Hussein to take responsibility for his actions. MAJID replied that 
Hussein would take responsibility if "faced with the facts" such as 
the previously discussed issue regarding UNSCOM weapons inspectors. 
Interviewers later asked whether MAJID and other Iraqi leaders 
would be willing to compile a list of advice offered to Hussein on 
major issues which Hussein ignored or rejected. MAJID responded 
that he would first need to talk to these former Iraqi leaders. 
Later, however, MAJID stated that this could best be accomplished 
if he were released from custody and had the opportunity to form 
his own political party. 

Interviewers asked whether MAJID considered Hussein 
"evil." MAJID replied "there are two faces of Saddam." One face 
revealed a man who freely shared his wealth with those in need. 
MAJID once saw Hussein crying while reading the Koran. The other 
face of Hussein was one of "evil." He was "so cruel you could not 
imagine." 


Hussein had no friends, either inside or outside his 
family. Hussein did not even trust his own sons. His personality 
was not stable and he was "lonesome." When presented with a 
problem, Hussein often made quick decisions without all the facts. 
His worst decision was the most recent war with the United States, 
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the world's greatest superpower, coming after a lengthy and 
unsuccessful war with Iraq and thirteen years of an economic 
boycott. 


MAJID acknowledged the "shame" Hussein had brought upon 
his tribe and the Iraqi people. MAJID appeared to agree that he 
had a responsibility to reclaim honor for his tribe as a result of 
Hussein's actions while serving as leader of Iraq. 
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ALI HASAN AL-MAJID AL-TIKRITI, aka "Chemical Ali" 
(Blacklist #5) date of birth July 1, 1941, place of birth Tikrit, 
Iraq was interviewed at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), 
Baghdad, Iraq. Also pr esent at the intervi ew was 


US Army Representative. __ 

provided Arabic/English translation 


FBI Language Analyst, 


After being advised that the- 
interviewing Agents were members of the United States Government 
from Washington, DC, MAJID provided the following information: 


MAJID described his role in Kuwait from August, 1990- 
January, 1991. 


MAJID first provided background information leading to 
his appointment to duties in Kuwait. MAJID was summoned to an 
Iraqi leadership meeting on August 7, 1990. In attendance were 
Saddam Hussein and other Iraqi leaders. Hussein told MAJID that he 
(MAJID) needed to go to Kuwait. MAJID told Hussein "the leadership 
is here," and there should be someone among them who is qualified 
for the job. He reminded Hussein that he had previously sent the 
Intelligence Director on such a mission and "me going will do no 
good." Hussein replied, "OK. We'll see." Upon conclusion of the 
meeting, Hussein announced to everyone that MAJID would be going to 
Kuwait. At the time of this announcement, MAJID remembers Hussein 
was placing his handgun on his person. MAJID responded, "By your 
order, I go." At the time, Sabawi Hasan Ibrahim, Hussein's 
brother, was already in Kuwait. 


Hussein's declaration to the Iraqi leadership authorized 
MAJID and Sabawi the responsibility of "managing" Kuwait. Aziz 
Saleh Al-Noman was appointed Governor of Kuwait and "included" in 
the security plans. 


The work in Kuwait was divided into two parts, with 
Sabawi serving as Director of Intelligence in charge of security of 
Kuwait and MAJID charged with the responsibility of maintaining 
"organization" among the various Ministries. Sabawi was in charge 
of the Security Committee of Kuwait with members from various 
government components including intelligence, special security, the 
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police, the military, and the militia. MAJID stated both he and 
Sabawi had equal overall responsibility with respect to Kuwait. 

In Kuwait, MAJID interacted with various ministers 
including the Minister of High Education, the Minister of Trade, 
the Minister of Agriculture, the Minister of Transportation, the 
Minister of Interior, the Minister of Industry, and the Minister of 
Local Government. 

Part of MAJID'S duties and one which he was "happiest" to 
perform was the protection of the "belongings and finances" of the 
people of Kuwait. MAJID stated, "I was severe in performing my 
job" and "committed crimes." These "crimes" were actions directed 
at Iraqi military personnel who broke the law. MAJID described the 
details of three events or "crimes." 

In one instance, a captain in the Iraqi forces told 
soldiers under his command to burglarize an electronics store in 
Kuwait. The soldiers complied, broke into the store, and took 
various electronic devices including televisions. When MAJID heard 
of this incident, he ordered the arrest of the captain. The matter 
was then referred to a committee for investigation. Upon 
conclusion, the captain was sentenced to death. Normally, the 
arrest of a military officer requires approval by Hussein or the 
Minister of Defense. In this instance, MAJID called one of 
Hussein's bodyguards for "approval" to carry out the sentence after 
the conclusion of the investigation and trial. Thereafter, 
Presidential Secretary Hamid Hamadi informed MAJID of the approval. 
The execution was carried out in Kuwait in front of a government 
building in the county of Al-Kathima. 

In another incident, a woman in Kuwait, possibly 
Lebanese, was sexually assaulted by an Iraqi soldier. MAJID 
contacted the head of the military unit of the accused soldier and 
a committee was formed to investigate the attack. The soldier was 
found guilty and sentenced to death. With the permission of the 
woman, the soldier was executed at the same location the assault 
occurred. 


The third incident involved three Iraqi military 
personnel who raped a Kuwaiti woman and stole items from her house. 
Again, an investigation took place and the three men were sentenced 
to death. With the permission of the woman, the men were executed 
in front of her house. 
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MAJID only attended executions of military personnel. He 
never attended executions of civilians. 

MAJID denied personal knowledge of any atrocities 
committed in Kuwait by Iraqi military members or Iraqi citizens 
prior to or during the reported occurrences during the occupation 
of Kuwait. 'MAJID is aware of media reports regarding these events 
which came after the occupation. MAJID is not aware of the results 
of an international (and not Kuwaiti) investigation detailing the 
crimes committed. He has no knowledge of the findings of the 
investigation which details the atrocities including torture sites 
located at police stations or sports facilities, punishment 
including amputations of limbs, ears, noses, tongues, genitalia, 
and eyes, and torture via use of electric shock. Furthermore, 

MAJID is not aware of 500 Iraqis identified as war criminals and 
1082 Kuwaiti civilian deaths, including 57 mentally handicapped 
individuals, which occurred as a direct result of Iraqi misconduct. 
MAJID denied knowledge of punishment, including execution, of 
individuals who failed to display pictures of Hussein, displayed 
pictures of the Kuwaiti royal family, or wrote anti-Iraqi graffiti. 
MAJID stated "If I had heard of these atrocities you detailed, I 
would have asked to be released from duty." He does not doubt they 
occurred but reiterated that he never heard such information, did 
not witness such events, and had no knowledge of these events at 
that time. If committed, these atrocities would have been carried 
out by the Iraqi Intelligence Service under the direction of Sabawi 
who reported directly to Hussein. 

MAJID is aware of the destruction/sabotage of the Burgan 
and Al-Rumaila oil fields by the Iraqi military. This "operation" 
was not the responsibility or under control of MAJID but fell under 
the direction of the Iraqi military. 

MAJID denied personal knowledge of any persecution, 
including executions and imprisonment, of Shia Muslims living in 
southern Iraq in 1991. He denied personal knowledge of the 
destruction of Shia villages during this or any other time. 

MAJID denied personal knowledge of any persecution, 
including executions and imprisonment, of Kurdish individuals 
living in northern Iraq during the Anfal Campaign in the late 
1980s. He denied personal knowledge of the destruction of Kurdish 
villages during this or any other time. 
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MAJID denied personal knowledge or responsibility 
regarding Iraqi use of chemical weapons during the Iran-Iraq War, 
against the Kurds, or at any other time. He stated, "I never used 
or saw anything about chemicals." 

MAJID avoided interfering with "things that had nothing 
to do" with him. He felt as if Hussein was "watching" him. At one 
point, Hussein took some property from MAJID. 

When asked whether he feared Hussein in the past, MAJID 
replied, "Yes. I was afraid that if I disobeyed him, he would tell 
our tribe that I was a coward." When asked whether he feared 
Hussein now, MAJID replied, "No. If given a month to talk to our 
tribe, I would be able to convince them and Saddam would lose to 


MAJID wishes Hussein was dead. MAJID wishes Hussein had 
"martyred or killed" himself instead of being captured. Hussein's 
sons (Qusay and Uday) died "honorably, " even though Uday was a bad 
person. In contrast, Hussein's ending (capture) was "lousy," 
displayed his cowardice, and brought shame to the tribe. Martyrdom 
of Hussein would have brought honor to the tribe. After Hussein's 
capture, MAJID offered to kill him for the US military. MAJID 
believes history will be the judge of Iraq and Hussein as its ruler 
for the past twenty-four years. 

MAJID does not consider himself a failure, except that he 
"stayed with Hussein." MAJID feels he had no choice but to carry 
out Hussein's orders. 

Though Hussein is no longer head of their tribe, MAJID 
stated that he could not testify against him because it would 
"shame the tribe." If given the opportunity to first talk to the 
tribe, MAJID feels he could explain the situation. Then, he might 
be able to provide information in public regarding Hussein. 







FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 


ALL J||F0K1-U.TI01 COITAIIIED 

HEF^JIS TJ1JCLA33IFIED 

DAI^'S-ll-aOOe BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/L3C 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


^ Date of transcription 02/06/2004 

KHALID NAJIM ABDALLAH AL-SULTAN, aka KHALID ABDUL AL- 
MAJID AL-TIKRITI (Blacklist # 143), date of birth June 30, 1964, 
place of birth Tikrit, Iraq was interviewed at a detention facility- 
located at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents were identified as meinbers of the United States 
Government from Washington, DC. Also present at the interview was 
I [Briti sh representative from the Iraqi Survey Group 

(ISG), Baghdad. | | FBI Language Analyst, provided 

Arabic/English translation. Khalid provided the following 
information: 

In 1982, when Khalid was 18 years old and attending high 
school, he obtained a job with Himaya, the security force 
responsible for the protection of Saddam Hussein. He was able to 
obtain this employment through the help of a distant cousin, 

Hussein Kamil, who worked with the Murafiqin, Saddam Hussein's 
closest bodyguards. As part of his employment, he attended a 45- 
day preliminary course which included physical fitness and weapons 
training. While Khalid worked with the Himaya, he continued 
attending high school and graduated in 1983. The following year, 
he began studying for his Baccalaurate degree which he subsequently 
received in 1996. Khalid continued to work with Himaya for the 
next twenty years, until 2002. 

Khalid related that the Himaya never had advanced 
knowledge where Hussein was going. The Murafiqin would tell Himaya 
where to go, and they would follow behind. When they arrived at a 
location where Hussein would exit his vehicle, the Himaya would 
form a protective circle around him. Sometimes, Hussein's personal 
bodyguards and members of the Republican Guard would surround 
Hussein as well. Typically, the Himaya consisted of two 30-man 
teams, each working a 48-hour shift. The Murafiqin consisted of two 
teams of 1-3 members. On local protection details, the Himaya and 
Murafiqin would be joined by approximately 100-300 Republican 
Guards. On overnight journeys, approximately 1000 Republican Guards 
would be mobilized. 

Khalid noted that in the 1980's, Hussein never bad- 
mouthed his security detail. After the 1990's, however, he "became 
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like a beast, swore and bad-mouthed them." In fact, he kept a very- 
close watch on the Himaya, and if he saw something he did not like, 
he would see to it that the offending party was punished. For 
example, Khalid recalled an incident in which Hussein's motorcade 
passed a truck which was parked on the opposite side of the road 
from the motorcade. Rather than stopping the motorcade to determine 
why the truck was there, Khalid and other members of the Himaya 
chose to ignore the truck in order for the motorcade to continue on 
its way. Believing that the motorcade should have stopped to 
investigate the presence of this truck, Hussein directed that 
Khalid and two of his colleagues be imprisoned for three weeks as 
punishment. 

Khalid advised that during his tenure with the Himaya, he 
observed a distinct difference in Hussein's temperament as well as 
his pattern of communication and mobility. For example, prior to 
1990, Hussein freely used telephones. However, after 1990 and the 
Gulf War, Hussein avoided using telephones, fearful that U.S. 
satellites would intercept his communications and be able to track 
his whereabouts. Hussein also worried that satellites would be able 
to locate his motorcade, either by reading the license plate number 
of his vehicle or by spotting a cluster of motorcade vehicles and 
guards standing outside locations where Hussein was visiting. 
Accordingly, Hussein directed that the license plates on his 
vehicle be changed every few days. He further directed that both 
motorcade vehicles and guards remain underneath covered areas as 
much as possible to avoid being spotted by satellites. Those 
violating this edict received "big punishment." In terms of 
mobility, after the Gulf War, Hussein seldom traveled away from 
Baghdad. This stood in stark contrast to his frequent trips to 
northern and southern Iraq prior to 1990. It was as though Hussein 
chose to live in a "cocoon." 

As a result of Hussein's watchful eyes over the Himaya, 
his growing paranoia since the Gulf War and his proclivity to 
punish members of the Himaya over relatively minor transgressions, 
Khalid described his job as "hell." He and colleagues "hated" 
their jobs and quietly joked about Hussein's paranoia. However, he 
was careful when talking about his disdain of Hussein and his 
antipathy toward his job. For example, when expressing criticism 
about Hussein to his (Khalid's) wife, Khalid would cover his 
telephone or leave the room as a precaution in case his 
conversations were being monitored by Hussein's internal security 
apparatus. 
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Khalid recalled that Hu ssein was at his happiest when he 
was meeting with his girlfriends, 

and other women as well. Whenever Hussein wanted to see l [ he 

would arrange for one of his protection detail to pick her up at 
her res idence and then transport her to one of his palaces. 

Meeting I ~l however, was easier since she worked as an engineer 

and could arrange for her own transportation. 

Regarding Hussein's family, Khalid related that since 
approximately 1988-89, Hussein visited with them only infrequently 
For example, he saw his wife and other members of his-family, 
including his family, including his son, Uday, about once or twice 
every few months. On these occasions, he would invite them either 
individually or collectively to join him for dinner at one of his 
palaces. These visits would last approximately 1-2 hours after 
which the family members would return home. 

Not only did Hussein appear disinterested in his family, 
he also appeared not to trust them. In Khalid's opinion, Hussein 
trusted only his son, Qusay, and certainly not his son, Uday, whom 
he could not control and whom Hussein appeared to fear. In 
contrast, Uday did not seem to be afraid or intimidated by his 
father. 

Khalid characterized Hussein as a selfish person. He 
thought it unlikely that Hussein would be trying to "groom" either 
of his sons as his successor since Hussein appeared to be enjoying 
his power too much. He said that if Hussein had his choice, he 
would remain in power for 2000 years. 

After his two sons-in-law, Hussein and Saddam Kamil, fled 
to Jordan in 1995 with their wives, Hussein stopped trusting 
everyone except Qusay, whom he trusted completely, and his personal 
secretary, Abd Hamid Mahmoud Al-Khattab Al-Nasiri Al-Tikriti, whom 
he trusted "just under 100%." 

Concerning Hussein's leadership, Khalid observed that 
Hussein liked to consider himself as one of the greatest leaders in 
the world on the scale of the ancient King of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar, and Egyptian President Gamal Abd al-Nasser. 

However, Hussein demonstrated very poor leadership in his ill-fated 
decisions to go to war with Iran and to invade Kuwait despite 
advice and warnings from a world coalition. Khalid placed the 
responsibility of Iraq's fall squarely on the shoulders of Hussein 
and his close advisors who were, in his view either "liars or yes 
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men." According to Khalid, the people below Hussein and his 
advisors simply "had no voice." 

Khalid was asked if during his twenty-year assignment to 
the Himaya if he ever witnessed behavior suggesting Hussein had a 
humanitarian side to his personality. Khalid recalled an incident 
in approximately 1983-84 when the Presidential motorcade came upon 
an auto accident on a road between Basra and Baghdad. Two vehicles 
had apparently collided. Hussein ordered the motorcade to stop, 
and he dispatched medical personnel from the motorcade to assist 
the victims. Hussein ordered his staff to send the victims to 
Europe for hospitalization and treatment if necessary. 

Additionally, he directed that each party be given a new vehicle to 
replace the ones damaged in the accident. 

Anniversaries which were special to Hussein were the 
Western New Year and his birthday. For his birthday, Hussein would 
have a public celebration and then meet privately with one of his 
girlfriends. Khalid could not remember an occasion in which 
Hussein celebrated his birthday with his wife or children. 

In terms of hobbies, Hussein enjoyed swimming, fishing 
and hunting. His idea of hunting was to shoot flocks of birds from 
a helicopter. 

Khalid described Hussein's health as "good." He recalled 
that in the 1980's, Hussein stayed awake for long hours in his 
office or in the command post watching the news. In the 1990's, 
however, Hussein began retiring between 9-llpm and rising early in 
the morning. 

At the conclusion of the interview, Khalid advised that 
prior to the 2003 war between the United States and Iraq, he fled 
to Syria. After the Americans began occupying Iraq, he decided to 
turn himself in even though he knew his name was not among the 55 
Iraqis most wanted by U.S. forces. He added that part of his 
motivation was to be able to see his family again. 
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Abd Hamid Mahmoud Al-Khattab Al-Nasiri Al-Tikriti, date 
of birth 07/01/1956, (Black List #4), was interviewed at a 
detention facility located at the Baghdad International Airport 
(BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. The interviewing Agents were identified as 
representatives of the United States Gove rnment from Washington, 

DC. Department of Defense representative I I was 

also present during the entire interview. 


Language Analyst, provided Arabic/English translation, 
provided the following information: 


FBI 


Al-Tikriti 


Al-Tikriti completed his Master's thesis on the Israeli 
military and its influence in Israeli politics. Al-Tikriti's 
findings were that the Israeli military controlled the Israeli 
government and dictated the government's policies. In other 
countries, the political components of government make decisions 
which are then carried out by its military. However, in Israel, 
the military dictates the political decisions and then carries them 
out. Al-Tikriti based his findings on the research and texts which 
he read, as well as his professor who convinced him to pursue this 
thesis. Al-Tikriti was impressed with the Israeli military reserve 
capability. The Israeli military is not a large army, but because 
of its efficient and well trained reserve force, its capabilities 
are dramatically increased. Additionally, The Israeli army is very 
good at taking offensive actions against its enemies on its 
enemies' soil, protecting its own soil. 

Al-Tikriti described his duties as the Presidential 
Secretary as overseeing the other governmental secretaries, 
controlling the mail flow to the President, except mail from the 
Presidential Diwan. In addition, Al-Tikriti served as the focal 
point for the President's appointments, cables from foreign 
ministers, the media, and Presidential appointments of ambassadors 
and governmental directors. Al-Tikriti did not have oversight on 
matters within the control of Qusay Saddam Hussein, or the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS), especially if it involved Presidential 
taskings. Additionally, Al-Tikriti would not open confidential 
letters from senior government figures such as Izzat Ibrahim Al- 
Duri or Ali Hassan Al-Majid. Al- Tikriti assumed this post in 
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1991. Prior to that, the duties were executed by the National 
Security Council (NSC) Secretary. 

Al-Tikriti also took over the secretarial responsibility 
for the NSC in 1991 from Hamid Hamadi (phonetic) , who held the 
position from 1983 to 1991. The NSC was comprised of the 
President, the Vice President, the Presidential Secretary, the 
Minister of Interior, the Director of the IIS (Mukhabarat) , the 
Director of the Special Security Organization (SSO) (Al Amn Al- 
Khas), the Directorate of General Security (DGS) (Al Amn Al-'am), 
and the Director of the Military Intelligence (Istakhbarat) . The 
Minister of Defense would attend only if a military matter was to 
be discussed. After Al-Tikriti assumed the post of Secretary of 
the NSC, the President did not attend a single NSC meeting. Izzat 
Ibrahim Al-Duri usually presided over NSC meetings. The budget of 
three of the four services is approved by the NSC, while the SSO 
budget is approved by the Presidential Diwan. The NSC's 
discussions usually dealt with general internal security issues, 
such as border check points. The IIS and the SSO were not 
permitted to disclose or discuss their operations, even during 
meetings of the NSC. DGS was allowed to discuss issues only after 
approval by the President. In Al-Tikriti's opinion, the NSC did 
not serve a true purpose and did not have any true power. 

Al-Tikriti was a member of the Himaya (Protective Unit 
for Hussein) in 1979. He was present during an infamous July 
meeting in which Hussein announced the discovery within his ranks 
of a coup attempt involving Iraqi governmental officials, backed by 
the Syrian government. At the time of this announcement, 

Al-Tikriti was assigned to guard duties on the second floor balcony 
overlooking the crowd. Hussein was on the stage with Muhie Abd 
Al-Hussein Mashhadi, the Secretary General of the Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC). Hussein directed Mashhadi to detail the 
plans of the coup, which he did. Mashhadi described the coup 
attempt and identified several alleged co-conspirators among the 
crowd who were then ordered to stand. Hussein ordered these 
individuals to leave and had members of the Himaya escort them to 
waiting IIS officers who had vehicles ready to take them away. AL- 
Tikriti identified Barzan Ibrahim Hasan Al-Tikriti as the Director 
and Sa'dun Shakir as the Deputy Director of the IIS at that time 
and advised they were responsible for the investigation of the coup 
attempt. 

Al-Tikriti is not aware of any atrocities, torture or 
mass executions, having taken place in Iraq. He became aware of 
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the mass graves in southern Iraq from media broadcasts, and he was 
shocked. Al-Tikriti felt those actions were criminal and that 
those responsible should be punished. 

Al-Tikriti previously thought of Saddam Hussein as a fair 
man based on how he treated others. However, approximately a year 
and half ago, an incident made him change his mind. There was a 
dispute between nephews of Hussein and nephews of Al-Tikriti. 
Hussein sided with his own nephews when Al-Tikriti felt he should 
not have. After that incident, Al-Tikriti sensed that Hussein 
began to distrust him and began isolating him, an early indicator 
that Hussein might eventually remove him from his assignment. 
Further indication of Al-Tikriti's isolation and potential 
elimination from his position occurred when Hussein named Jamal 
Mustafa Abdullah, Hussein's son-in-law, as Deputy Presidential 
Secretary. Normally, Al-Tikriti would speak out when he did not 
agree with Hussein or would point out differing viewpoints from the 
ministers. After the "nephew" incident, Hussein told him to not 
get involved in these issues. Al-Tikriti discussed this with Qusay 
Saddam Hussein, as the two were friends. Al-Tikriti did not/does 
not feel he was the fourth most important man in Iraq by "rank" and 
ranked himself below the ministers and other key figures in the 
government. The "nephew" incident, among other things, led Al- 
Tikriti to want to leave his post but he claimed he could not just 
resign. Al-Tikriti's two sons were attending medical schools and 
he had hopes of building a hospital and having his sons operate it. 

According to Al-Tikriti, the most important thing to 
Hussein was protecting Baghdad, as it was directly linked to 
Hussein's own protection. By protecting Baghdad, Hussien was, in 
effect, protecting his position as President of Iraq. Al-Tikriti 
described Hussein as egotistic and gave Kuwait and the 2003 war 
with the United States as examples. Al-Tikriti was opposed to the 
war with Kuwait, as an Arab country should not attack another Arab 
country with arms. During all of Al-Tikriti's time with Hussein as 
his bodyguard and then as his Secretary, he never heard Hussein 
blame himself for any mistakes that occurred. Hussein claimed that 
he was not afraid of prison and that he could handle it, as Hussein 
had been previously imprisoned. Although Hussein appeared to be 
mentally sharp, his personality was such that he often appeared to 
be unbalanced, contributing to his poor decision making. 

Al-Tikriti never saw Hussein kill anyone. Al-Tikriti is 
aware that Hussein ordered/approved the executions of a number of 
Iraqi military personnel, possibly five or six, in 1991 after the 
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TARIQ AZIZ (Blacklist #25) , date of birth April 1, 1936, 
place of birth Mosul, Iraq, was interviewed at Baghdad 
International Airport (BIAP). Baghdad, Iraq. Also present at the 
interview was| 1 US Army Representative. After being 


advised that the interviewing Agents were members of the United 
States Government from Washington, DC, AZIZ provided the following 
information in English: 

AZIZ detailed various events precipitating the Iran-Iraq 
War, fought from 1980-1988. 


Beginning in 1975, relations between Iraq and Iran were 
"normalized" with the signing of the "Algiers Agreement." This 
agreement, concerning the Shatt-al-Arab Waterway, essentially 
eliminated the external threat to Iraq from Iran and established 
"friendly" relations between the two countries. 

By 1978-79, however, relations between the two countries 
changed for the worse. This deterioration was due to the presence 
of exiled Iranian cleric Ayatollah Khomeini in Najaf, Iraq and the 
dissension towards the Iranian government resulting from his 
preachings. 

The Shah of Iran asked Saddam Hussein to "turn over" 
Khomeini to Iran. Hussein refused citing tradition and Arab 
cultural requirements towards "guests" such as Khomeini. Khomeini 
remained in Iraq but refused to cease his rhetoric calling for the 
overthrow of the Iranian government. In AZIZ' opinion, Khomeini 
was a "political refugee" and was not supposed to act in this 
manner. 

At one point, Khomeini attempted to leave Iraq and enter 
Kuwait. He was refused entry and returned to Iraq for a short 
period. Eventually, "arrangements" were made by the Iraqi 
government and Khomeini departed Iraq to live in Paris, France. 
AZIZ felt Khomeini "held a grudge" against Iraq because of these 
events. 
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In 1979, Khomeini came to power in Iran upon the 
overthrow of the Shah. Khomeini attempted to proclaim himself as 
the "Imam" for the Shia sect of Islam. An "Imam" is supposed to be 
a direct descendent of Imam Hussein, which Khomeini was not. 
According to belief, the twelfth Imam, the last one, disappeared 
and Shias are awaiting his return. AZIZ described this belief as 
similar to the Christian belief regarding the return of Jesus 
Christ. Khomeini felt it was not logical to await the return of 
the "Imam," that it might take thousands of years. Thus, he 
proposed that he be proclaimed "Deputy of the Imam" and be allowed 
to conduct affairs as the "Imam" would until his return. He would 
fulfill this function first for the Shias, then for all Muslims. 

For Shias, all of the important "sanctuaries" or 
religious sites are physically located in Iraq. Thus, in AZIZ' 
opinion, when Khomeini announced the concept of the "Deputy of the 
Imam," he was targeting Iraq. Khomeini viewed Hussein as a non¬ 
believer in Islam and therefore an illegitimate ruler. 

An exchange of communications took place between the 
governments of Iran and Iraq in 1980, with no success in resolving 
tensions. Hussein later convened a meeting of the Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) and told members that Iraq would have to go 
to war with Iran. AZIZ, RCC member since 1977, served as Deputy 
Prime Minister at the time. He did not "protest" the decision made 
by Hussein. Additionally, no one else in the RCC spoke out against 
the war and no formal vote was taken. 

■AZIZ repeated and added to previous interview information 
regarding the decision-making process prior to and under Hussein. 
According to the Iraqi Constitution, the RCC had the power to vote 
on issues, such as the Iran-Iraq War. Before Hussein's Presidency, 
RCC meetings were held regularly with minutes recorded for each 
meeting. After Hussein assumed Iraqi leadership in 1979, he 
changed this practice and held RCC meetings at irregular times of 
his choosing, terminated RCC voting, ceased recording of minutes of 
meetings, and made decisions on his own. 

Just prior to the Iran-Iraq War, Hussein convened a 
meeting of the National Assembly. Hussein presented information 
regarding the situation vis-a-vis Iran, his perceived "annulment" 
of the 1975 treaty between Iraq and Iran, and his belief that Iraq 
had to go to war with Iran. A "vote" took place in support of the 
war with a simple clap of the hands of National Assembly members. 

No formal votes were recorded nor was a debate held regarding the 
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war. Ultimately, the final decision regarding fighting the war 
rested with Hussein. 

Hussein sent AZIZ to Moscow just prior to the war to 
"remind" the Soviets of the "treaty of friendship" between Iraq and 
the Soviet Union. Soviet officials, including the Deputy Foreign 
Minister, suggested that Iraq should make peace with Iran. They 
stated that the Soviet Union could not/would not support Iraq in 
the war. In AZIZ' opinion, the Soviets thought they could ally 
with Iran. The Soviets were incorrect, however, as Iran viewed the 
Soviet Union as the "Second Great Satan" after the United States 
which was considered the "First Great Satan." Further complicating 
any Soviet-Iranian alliance was the fact that Khomeini had 
imprisoned and/or executed communists in Iran. While in Moscow, 
AZIZ received an official cable from Iraq announcing the war had 
begun. AZIZ then returned to Baghdad. 

Clashes between the two countries began with Iran first 
entering Iraqi territory in September, 1980. Initially, Iraq lost 
control of several cities and other territory, especially in the 
southern portion of the country. These areas were quickly 
regained, however. Generally, Iraq "was winning" the war, taking 
some Iranian territory, through 1982. Those early successes, 
however, changed for the worse as a result of the actions of 
Hussein. 

Hussein "micro-managed" military operations, acting "more 
like a military officer than a President." To a lessor extent, 
Adnan Khairallah, Hussein's cousin and Minister of Defense, also 
managed military operations. Although Military Chief of Staff 
Nazar Khazraji was a very qualified military officer, Hussein made 
all the decisions. Hussein traveled to the front lines "hundreds 
of times" pretending to be a military expert/tactician. In AZIZ' 
opinion, Hussein "interfered" with military operations and 
concerned himself with details beyond the scope of his duties and 
abilities. As an example, AZIZ stated Hussein would sometimes 
provide direction to the milita 2 ry regarding the preparation of 
trenches on the battlefield. As a consequence of Hussein's 
"interference" .and incompetence, the Iraqi military suffered huge 
losses including approximately 10,000 soldiers killed in single 
battle at Khorramshahr. 

In 1982, AZIZ participated in another meeting with Soviet 
officials to discuss bilateral relations and support for the war. 
Thereafter, the Soviets acquiesced and began providing military 
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weapons to Iraq. From that point forward, AZIZ considered 
relations between Iraq and the Soviet Union as "improved." 

Despite these Soviet arms shipments to Iraq, Iran 
appeared to have the "upper hand" in the war after 1982. This 
included taking back some territory and cities. At this time, it 
was generally thought that Iraq had lost/would lose the war. As a 
result, there was significant talk in the Middle Eastern press 
outside of Iraq regarding replacing Hussein with one of various 
individuals named as possible successors. However, no internal 
discussion took place within the government in Iraq regarding a 
change of leadership. 

Iraqi leaders felt that Iran received support from Israel 
around this time. This assumption was based on the shooting down 
of an Argentinian aircraft in Iraq that carried a cargo of Israeli 
weapons. 

In 1985, Hussein and AZIZ visited Soviet leader Gorbachev 
and other Soviet officials in Moscow. AZIZ served as Foreign 
Minister at this time. From this point through the end of the war 
in 1988, relations were "good" with the Soviet Union. They 
continued to provide arms to Iraq. During the earlier years of the 
war, the Soviets had "closed their eyes" to arms shipments to Iraq 
from Eastern bloc countries including Bulgaria, Poland, and 
Hungary. 

During the war in 1984-85, Iran attacked civilian areas 
including the city of Baghdad with recently acquired SCUD missiles. 
Though possibly targeting military facilities, the missiles' poor 
guidance system caused them to fall on civilian locations. Iraq 
also targeted Iranian cities, including Doskhut, with missiles. In 
1986, Iraq acquired SCUD missiles which were capable of reaching 
the Iranian capital city of Tehran. 

Although strong, the Iranian Air Force had a limited 
range and generally attacked cities close to the border occupied by 
Iraqi forces including Abadan, Basra, and Amarah. One focus of 
these attacks was Iraqi oil production facilities. The Iraqi Air 
Force, on the other hand, had even greater difficulty reaching into 
Iran. 

AZIZ commented on Iraq and Iran's use of chemical weapons 
during the war. Around 1984, French President Francois Mitterand 
sent a letter to AZIZ saying it was not appropriate for Iraq to use 
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chemical weapons. Evidently, the French had learned that Iraq was 
considering the use of such weapons. According to AZIZ, it was 
common knowledge in the media that Hussein might decide to use 
chemical weapons. 

Hussein did not convene a meeting of the RCC, National 
Assembly, or any other Iraqi or Ba'ath Party government entity to 
discuss recommendations regarding the use of or approval for the 
use of chemical weapons prior to their deployment. Hussein gave no 
official written or verbal notification of the use of the weapons 
after deployment. AZIZ stated the RCC was "informed" and "it was 
mentioned." He added it was "common knowledge" through the media 
that chemical weapons had been used. No RCC member protested their 
use because of fear of reprisals from Hussein and fear that Iraq 
would lose the war without such a drastic step. At the time, the 
situation was viewed as dire and "life or death." AZIZ agreed that 
Iraq, and Iran, violated provisions of Geneva Conventions of 1917 
and 1948, signed by both countries, prohibiting the use of chemical 
weapons. 

While AZIZ agreed that it is an undisputed fact that Iraq 
used chemical weapons during the Iran-Iraq War, he added that 
according to the Iraqi military, Iran also used chemical weapons at 
the onset of hostilities. AZIZ reiterated the decision for Iraq to 
use these weapons was made by Hussein and, at times, Khairallah in 
consultation with Khazraji. 

The war ended in 1988. Many in the Iraqi government 
considered the war a victory for the country as they were not 
defeated by Iran, a country three times the size of Iraq with a 
better trained and equipped military. Many felt that Iraq "forced" 
Iran to agree to a cease fire. AZIZ pointed out that Iraq accepted 
the original United Nations cease fire in September, 1980 at the 
start of the war, while Iran did not. He also added that Iraq 
agreed in 1987 to UN Resolution 598 calling for a cease fire, while 
Iran did not. AZIZ feels Iran ultimately agreed to cease 
hostilities in 1988 due to Iraqi successes at that time in the war 
including the recapture of the Al-Faw Peninsula. 

AZIZ stated the Iran-Iraq War was "the most foolish 
decision of the two countries." For Iraq, the loss in human lives 
as well as economic damage was catastrophic. The budget surpluses 
prior to the war changed to overwhelming debt after the conflict. 
AZIZ reiterated, despite all this, Iraqis felt victorious. AZIZ 
believes if Iraq had devoted as much human and financial effort 
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elsewhere to internal development instead of war, Iraq could have 
been very prosperous, on the level of other countries such as the 
United Arab Emirates or Switzerland. 

AZIZ provided comments regarding the Kurdish situation in 
Iraq. He described the situation with the Kurds in 1987-88 as 
"another serious problem." The two most infamous events regarding 
the Kurds were the use of chemical weapons at Halabja and the Anfal 
Campaign (Anfal). 

AZIZ agreed that the first confirmed use of chemical 
weapons in the world against a civilian population occurred at 
Halabja, Iraq in March, 1988. Although he agreed with speculation 
that the weapons may have been deployed to deter Iranian forces 
from occupying Halabja, he acknowledged that, in fact, the city was 
occupied by Kurds and not Iranians. AZIZ indicated that he learned 
more about the attack after watching a film on Halabja produced by 
the media which showed "a few corpses" of men, women, and children 
dead as a result of the attack. AZIZ claimed that he does not know 
how many people were killed during the attack. 

After the attack, Hussein admitted chemical weapons had 
been used at Halabja. The authority to use them rested in the 
hands of Hussein alone at the beginning of the Iran-Iraq War. 
Khairallah and Khazraji asked for and were given this power by 
Hussein during the war. In early 1988, Hussein withdrew this 
authority from them. Khairallah, however, told Hussein this would 
"weaken" the military's ability and his power to act decisively and 
quickly. Thereafter, Hussein returned the authority to use 
chemical weapons to Khairallah and Khazraji, and the two of them 
used these weapons at Halabja. According to AZIZ, Hussein did not 
specifically order the chemical weapons attack on Halabja but was 
notified afterwards. Hussein told AZIZ, "Halabja was not my 
decision. It was in the hands of Khairallah and Khazraji." At one 
point afterwards, Hussein said'the chemical weapons attack was not 
necessary. Hussein was "bothered" by the attack because of the 
international ramifications and "outcry" from the world community. 
AZIZ noted that Hussein did not punish, reprimand, or remove either 
Khairallah or Khazraji from their positions. Normally, this would 
have been his response when someone's actions reflected negatively 
on him. AZIZ is unsure whether the lack of punitive action on 
Hussein's part implied his post-event approval. 

AZIZ stated there is a 1989 Institute of Defense, 

Pentagon report which indicates Iran used chemical weapons first at 
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Halabja and Iraq used them second. According to AZIZ, this report 
was published in a "limited manner." 

In 1988 after the Iran-Iraq War cease fire in August, 
Hussein appointed Ali Hasan Al-Majid Al-Tikriti as head of the 
"north" including Mosul. Majid had served as Minister of Local 
Affairs prior to this position. This new appointment gave him 
"exceptional" powers and placed him in charge of Anfal, aimed at 
"neutralizing" the Kurdish insurgency in Iraq. The decision to 
appoint Majid to this position was made by Hussein without 
discussion with the RCC, Council of Ministers, or any other Iraqi 
government or Ba'ath Party entity. This appointment was viewed as 
"strange" as other government members already held responsibilities 
associated with this region. Further compounding the oddness of 
the decision was the fact that Majid was not even an RCC member. 

In AZIZ' opinion, this made the appointment unconstitutional. A 
document informing the RCC of this decision was provided to all 
members. It was written on behalf of the RCC, without 
consultation, and signed by Hussein. It announced that Majid was 
in charge of the northern part of Iraq and gave him the power of 
the RCC. Thus, Majid reported to Hussein and no one else, 
including the Military Chief of Staff or Minister of Defense. 

The primary purpose of Anfal was to stop the Kurdish 
insurgency inside Iraq. Most of the Kurdish population lived in 
Iraq near the northern border with Iran. A decision was made to 
relocate the population, at least a significant portion, to 
settlements one hundred kilometers or more inside Iraq. This 
relocation was accomplished in a "harsh manner." Those who 
conducted the relocation, including Majid and the Governors of the 
region, were "idiots." In AZIZ' opinion, they probably felt they 
had to accomplish the task quickly in order to be viewed by Hussein 
as successful. 

Neither AZIZ nor any other RCC member was informed or 
asked for an opinion prior to the start of Anfal. No RCC member 
protested the decision once the details became known, through the 
media. AZIZ stated, at the time, it seemed "justified for the 
security of the nation." In retrospect, Anfal was criminal in 
nature. AZIZ added he "would not have done this" and it was "not 
his way of doing things." 

Through the media, AZIZ heard information about 
documentation of Anfal provided post Gulf War (1991) by Kurds from 
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Irbil. Media reports documented the mistreatment and abuse of the 
Kurds by the Iraqi government. 

There are disputed accounts whether Majid authorized and 
whether the Iraqi military actually used chemical weapons during 
Anfal. Some reports indicated "flour" was dropped by aircraft, not 
chemical weapons, in order to psychologically affect the Kurds 
making them believe chemical weapons were used or might be used. 

In later years, an American team arrived and conducted an 
investigation but could find no evidence of the use of chemical 
weapons during Anfal. 

AZIZ concluded by stating that Majid was "a violent 
person, and everyone knew it." At the detention facility where 
AZIZ and MAJID are currently housed, Majid told other prisoners 
that he (Majid) is "negotiating a settlement" with the Americans. 
AZIZ told the other prisoners "he is a liar." In AZIZ opinion, an 
agreement between Majid and the Americans will never occur because 
Majid has an international reputation for evil and is known 
throughout the world as, "Chemical Ali." 

According to AZIZ, Hussein continued using telephones 
until August, 1990. This included regular use during the Iran-Iraq 
War and the Kurdish insurgency campaign previously discussed. 
Hussein stopped using telephones upon the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
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On February 21, 2004, Sa'dun Shakir Mahmud Ahmad Al- 
Ubaidi, date of birth July 1, 193 9, place of birth Baghdad, Iraq, 
was inteirviewed at the military detention facility, Baghdad 
International Airport, Iraq. Al-Ubaidi was advised the identity of 
the interviewing agents as representatives of the United States 
Government, and the interview was observed by DOD personnel. Al- 
Ubaidi provided the following information: 

In 1957, Al-Ubaidi graduated from Mustansiriya 
University, in Baghdad, having majored in political law. After the 
1968 Iraqi revolution, he was appointed to a leadership position in 
the Ba'ath Party (Party). Al-Ubaidi first met Saddam Hussein in 
1966 while the two were imprisoned at the Al-Rashid camp. Prison 
#1. Hussein was a known and recognized member of the Party, 
primarily due to his involvement in the assassination attempt on 
Iraqi President Abdul Karim Qassem in 1959. The assassination 
attempt became widely known as some of those involved in the 
assassination attempt were captured and their trial was televised. 
Others, like Hussein, fled the country. 

Al-Ubaidi drove the getaway car during Hussein's escape 
from prison in 1966. Al-Ubaidi's relationship with Hussein, 
including the prison escape, has been detailed in approximately 
three books based on information provided by Hussein. 

Additionally, Al-Ubaidi was interviewed once by an Iraqi newspaper 
regarding their relationship. In Al-Ubaidi's opinion, the books' 
depictions of the events were accurate. However, as Hussein became 
more prominent in the government, their contact became minimal due 
to Hussein's professional demands. The two would occasionally see 
each other at the Hunting Club, which was described as a social 
club, where Al-Ubaidi was the president. On a few occasions, 
Hussein also participated in’ hunting trips with Al-Ubaidi and 
others from the Hunting Club. 

In 1972, Al-Ubaidi was named the Director of the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS) . At the time, the IIS was not very 
sophisticated and mostly focused on internal security and the 
protection of the government, especially from the Iranian threat. 
During Al-Ubaidi's reign as Director, the IIS was divided into 
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three sections, political, administrative, and technical. The IIS 
eventually evolved into a broader service, which included both 
internal and external intelligence functions. As the IIS Director, 
Al-Ubaidi took his orders from both President Ahmad Hasan Al-Bakr 
and Vice President Hussein. Reports prepared by the IIS were 
provided to both Bakr and Hussein. 

When questioned about the alleged coup attempt by several 
Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) members in 1979, Al-Ubaidi 
stated he was aware of the general facts of the coup attempt. 
However, the investigation was conducted by Barzan Ibrahim Al- 
Hasan, Hussein's half-brother who was the Deputy Director of the 
IIS at that time. Barzan Al-Hasan reported directly to Hussein and 
Al-Ubaidi claimed he did not know how the plot was uncovered or 
what investigative techniques were used in the identify the 
conspirators. The plot was uncovered at the time Hussein became 
the President, as well as Barzan Al-Hasan became the IIS Director. 
Al-Ubaidi did recall an RCC meeting in which Bakr's resignation and 
Hussein's selection as the new President were announced. During 
this meeting, Muhie Shamari, as he was known at the time, spoke out 
about Bakr's resignation and Hussein's selection as a conspiracy. 
Hussein responded to Muhie Shamari, stating he was aware of Muhie's 
own conspiracy and ordered him out of the room, where he was 
arrested by the Himaya (security detail). Mohammad Ayesh tried to 
defend Muhie, stating that he should not be treated in that 
fashion, and, Hussein also stated he was implicated in the 
conspiracy and ordered him out of the room. Al-Ubaidi claimed the 
Himaya advised that shortly after Ayesh's detention, Ayesh 
swallowed a pill and died several hours later. This caused many to 
believe that he committed suicide. 

Al-Ubaidi attended the July 22, 1979 meeting in which the 
plot was described to the members of the Ba'ath Party, and the 
identities of the conspirators were revealed. Muhie Shamari spoke 
at the meeting, confessing his involvement in the plot. He was 
identified by the last name Mashhadi, indicating that his origins 
are from the city of Mashhad in Iran. Al-Ubaidi claimed he was not 
involved in the investigation nor the prosecution of the suspects, 
but believed they were guilty as reported by others. 

In 1979, Al-Ubaidi was named the Minister of Interior. 

The Ministry originally oversaw the security of the country such as 
police seDTvices, internal defense and the Directorate of General 
Security, as well as the governing of local governments and 
counties. However, after Al-Ubaidi took over the Ministry, the two 
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duties were split, with the security aspect being retained by the 
Ministry of Interior and the governing of the local governments 
being assigned to a new Ministry. However, Al-Ubaidi claimed his 
oversight of the country's security was administrative and not 
operational. 

When asked on his stances as an RCC member regarding 
significant events in Iraq history, such as the Iraq and Iran War, 
he stated he supported the President and the RCC's decision 
regarding the war as Iran had attacked Iraq first. Regarding the 
naming of Ali Hasan Al-Majid as the Governor of Northern Iraq and 
being provided the authority and power of the RCC body during the 
Anfal Campaign, Al-Ubaidi stated that the decision was not voted on 
by the RCC and was made solely by Hussein. Regarding the use of 
chemical weapons against both Iran and civilian Kurds, Al-Ubaidi 
stated he was unaware of these events and the decisions made 
regarding use of chemical weapons. He only learned of the use of 
these weapons later from international news reporting. Al-Ubaidi 
stated that the use of the chemical weapons, especially against 
civilians, was inhumane. When asked if Al-Ubaidi spoke out against 
these acts carried out by the Iraqi government, he stated no, as 
they were never brought up for discussion. 

Al-Ubaidi was removed from his post in 1990 when he spoke 
out against Hussein's position regarding Kuwait. The Iraqi 
government obtained a tape of a conversation between King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia and an unknown second Arab leader, wherein King Fahd 
mocked the Iraqi leadership and government during its build up on 
the Kuwaiti border. Saddam Hussein played the tape to the RCC in 
an effort to convince them, and eventually the Iraqi people, of the 
conspiracy against Iraq. After hearing the tape, Al-Ubaidi felt 
that it was something they did not need to hear, and he made his 
sentiments known. He recalled that on the day they listened to 
this tape. King Husein of Jordan arrived for a brief visit. The 
following day when other RCC members went to the airport to bid 
farewell to the King, Al-Ubaida was called and told not to come to 
the airport. He interpreted this as Saddam Hussein's disapproval 
of comments Al-Ubaida had made on the previous day. Nevertheless, 
Al-Ubaida claimed he drafted a long letter to Hussein reiterating 
his opinion regarding the tape matter and outlining his opposition 
to the proposed Kuwait invasion. In this letter, he offered 
alternatives to invading Kuwait and explained to Hussein that he 
had not voiced his opinion during the meeting so as not to 
embarrass him. 
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Several days later, Al-Ubaidi was summoned to the 
Presidential Palace by the President of the Diwan and was told that 
Hussein demanded his resignation. Thereafter, Al-Ubaidi submitted 
his resignation as instructed and was removed from the RCC. 

Thereafter, Al-Ubaidi had minimal contact with Hussein. 
Several years later, Hussein visited Al-Ubaidi at the hospital as 
he was suffering from a heart condition. Hussein approved Al- 
Ubaidi 's travel to Jordan on several occasions for heart surgery 
and follow-up visits. In addition, Hussein approved the travel of 
of Al-Ubaidi's wife and Al-Ubaidi to France for both of their 
required medical treatments. All of these travel and medical 
expenses were paid by the Iraqi government, with the exception of 
his original heart surgery in Jordan, which was paid by King 
Hussein of Jordan. 

Al-Ubaidi was named Presidential advisor in 1994 or 1995, 
a ceremonial position which provided him a salary without any true 
responsibility. Al-Ubaidi claimed this was done to provide retired 
members of the Party income, as there were no retirement benefits. 
Al-Ubaidi claimed he was never consulted regarding any significant 
political or governmental issues while serving as Presidential 
advisor. 
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On 02/05/2004, while walking through the Camp Cropper 
Military Detention Facility, at Baghdad International Airport, SSA 
George L. Piro was approached by Abd Hamid Mahmoud Al-Khattab Al- 
Nasiri Al-Tikriti (Black List #4) . Al-Tikriti advised SSA Piro 
that he had completed a handwritten note on Saddam Hussein as 
requested by SSA Piro. Al-Ti kriti advised that he ha d provided the 
note to his military handler,] requesting he bic 

deliver it to SSA Piro. 

Thereafter the Department of Defense provided the note to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) . The note has been added 
to the files of the FBI. 
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To: Records Management From: Counterterrorism 
Re: (V) 315E-HQ-1448534, 02/17/2004 


I_I may be made without the approval of the Assistant 

Director of the Counterterrorism Division. 

Details:The captioned investigation was opened to 
capture inrelligence and evidence as it relates to the 
national security investigation targeting Saddam Hussein. 

This EC establishes the subfile system for capturing 
information regarding Hussein. The following subfiles will be 
established: 

lA - Will be a repository for all contemporaneous 
notes and items which will need to be retained that are not 
evidentiary in nature. 

IB - will document FD-192 bulky records and will be. 
a repository for evidentiary material. 

302 - will be a repository for FD-302's, inserts and 
classified LHM's which document interviews conducted of 
captioned subject and additional High Value Detainees. 

BC - will be a repository for background information 
on captioned subject and his closest associates. 

CE - will be used maintain all records regarding 
expenditures of case funds in captioned matter. 

ELA - will be used to maintain all documents 
regarding the administration of electronic surveillance in 
captioned matter. 

ELI - will document all original elsur logs 
developed or maintained in captioned matter. 

LAB - will be a repository for all laboratory 
requests, reports and findings in captioned matter. 

NC - will be a repository for all pertinent newpaper 
clippings deemed of significant value that they will add to 
the overall progression of the investigation. 

This EC also documents the fact that due to the 
sensitive nature of the interviews of captioned subject, and 
the request of the Department of Justice, Office of the Deputy 
Attorney General [noted in immediate EC from Counterterrorism 
to General Counsel, dated 02/06/2004] the 302 subfile will be 











Records Management From: Counterterrorism 
M 315E-HQ-1448534, 02/17/2004 


restricted in the Automated Case Management System (ACS) . 
Access will be granted to the following individuals: 


UC 

UC 

SSA George Piro 

ssaI 


ITOS II Deputy Section Chief 
ITOS II Section Chief 
D/AD Counterterrorism Division 
AD Counterterrorism Division 

EAD Counterterrorism/Counterintelligence Division 
OSC Baghdad Operations Center 
D/OSC Baghdad Operations Center 
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To: Records Management From: Counterterrorism 

Re :{m 315E-HQ-1448534, 02/17/2004 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 


(U) 


RECORDS MMTAGEMENT 


AT WASHINGTON, DC 


;) RMD will ensure the aforementioned subfiles 
will be op4nbd and that access to sub 302 will remain 
restricted to the above mentioned personnel. 
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(U) 


Synopsis: This EC requests all FBI Field Offices to 

contact logical sources for information relating to the 
potential prosecution of Saddam Hussein (HVD #1). 


(U) 





(U)Details:In anticipation of the potential prosecution of 
Saddam Hussein for crimes against humanity and war crimes, all 
FBI Field Offices should canvass logical sources for 
information relating to crimes such as genocide, torture, 
inhumane treatment, destruction of property and unlawful 
confinement comitted by Saddam Hussein and the former Hussein 
Regime. 


(U) 


Field Offices are directed to report to FBIHQ 
positive r^ults. FBIHQ will make an attempt to insure 
sources are protected and information will be used primarily 
















To: All Field Offices From: Counterterrorism 

Re:315E-HQ-1448534, 02/18/2004 


for lead value. In instances where FBIHQ believes that source 
information would be instrumental to the successful 
prosecution of Hussein or members, of the Hussein Regime, FBIHQ 
will coordinate with the respective field office. 


(S) 


In t-n r-rnrha r»t -1 nq 

Offices should review 
similar information and fbfwatd ppsitivs' 


sources. Field 
Interview results for 
results to FBIHQ. 


(U) Responses should be directed to CTD/ITOS 
II/ISLU, Attention, SSaI 
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LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES 

()^) FBI Field Offices should canvass logical 
sources for any information regarding potential war crimes 
committed by the former Hussein Regime. Positive results 
should be forwarded to FBIHQ. 

Set Lead 2: (Action) 

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES 


|tor information 

pertaining to potential war crimes committed by the former 
Hussein Regime. Field Offices should notify FBIHQ of any 
pertinent information. 
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Synopsis: Department of Justice guidance regarding 

dissemination of HV-1 interview information. 



(U) Full Field Investigation Instituted: 01/01/2004 


be 

b7C 



Details: For information of receiving offices, a meeting 

took place on Thursday, February 5, 2 004 with FBI personnel 
and attorneys for the Deputy Attorney General. Attending the 
meeting were the Assistant Director, Counterterrorism, Section 
Chief, ITOS II, FBI Deputy General Counsel and the Director’s 
Chief of Staff. The Deputy Attorney General's attorneys 
raised a concern regarding the dissemination of information 
from the interviews of High Value Detainee - 1 (HVD-1) . The 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General does not want 
information disseminated until the Deputy Attorney General has 
an opportunity to review the matter. 
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To: General Counsel From: Counterterrorism 

Re:(^) 315E-HQ-1448534, 02/06/2004 


This EC advises that until further notice, all 
disseminations regarding FBI interviews of HVD-1 must receive 
FBIHQ approval. The approval authority will remain with the 
substantive unit (ISLOU), with Office of General Counsel 
consultation. 
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LEAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 

AT BAGHDAD OPERATIONS CENTER 

(U) Baghdad Operations Center will ensure that all 
personnel with access to information regarding the interviews 
of HVD-1 will adhere to the aforementioned policy. 

Specifially, until further notice, all disseminations 
regarding FBI interviews of HVD-1 must receive FBIHQ approval. 
The approval authority will remain with the substantive unit 
(ISLOU), with Office of General Counsel consultation. 
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Synopsis:To transmit original hand-written letters of 
Saddam Hussein. 
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Enclosure(s):Original letters, covered by lA envelopes, 
the first undated, and the second dated December 26, 2 0'03, hand¬ 
written by Saddam Hussein. 


Details: 


Special Agent 


collected two 


original hand-written letters of Saddam Hussein (hereinafter 
"Hussein"). 
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To: 
(U) Re: 



Director ' s^l^f ice From: Counterterror 
315E-I^L448534, 01/05/2003 


4 ^ 
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(S) 


December 24th letter was removed from the 
ed in a protective clear plastic sleeve. LS 
translated the text of the letter from Arabic 
to English. The text of that English translation follows: 

"My belongings from the location I was found- in and 
captured. 

1) 750 Seven Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars in a 
package. 

2) 240 Two Hundred and Forty Thousand Dollars in 
another package in the same iron safe. 

3) Less than 30 Thirty Thousand Dollars 

Between 500 Five Hundred and 2000 Two Thousand 
Dollars in a Samsonite case... 

4) A number of simple necessities, the most important 

are notebooks with chapters from a story and 

other written papers. 




(signature)" 

^ (X) SA_completed an FD-182 and Chain of Custody 

form on the December 24th letter, both of which and the original 
letter are enclosed and transmitted to FBI Headquarters under 
cover of this EC. 

The second letter was written by Hussein on 
December 26, 2003 (hereinafter referred to as the "December 26th 
letter"). Hussein provided the letter to his military handlers 
on December 26, 2003. Hussein's military handlers delivered it 
to SA on December 27. 200 3. without first placing it in any 

protective covering. SA has been in possession of it since 

that time. - 

^ The D ecember 26th letter was placed in a clear 
plastic sleeve. LS| I translated the text of the 
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To: Director's 

Re: 315E-: 
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letter from Arabic to English. The text of that English 
translation follows: 

"Page 2-1 

In the name of God the Compassionate and Most Merciful 

From Saddam Hussein / The President of the Republic of 
Iraq to whom it may concern. . .1 have been in this place 
since 12/13/2003, where I was captured until this day 
12/26/2003, in addition to the harm and beatings that I 
have received following my capture on 12/13/2003, after 
which not a single part of my body was spared of the 
severe harm that was inflicted by the detention gang, 
and where some of the traces are still visible on my 
body until now, what I wanted to inform the concerned 
authorities now is that my opportunity to sleep in this 
place is limited and almost scarce, even though I am 
laying down on my bed the majority of the time, so in 
order in order for you to know the truth as it is, for 
example the last three days my total hours of sleep did 
not exceed four to five hours during all these days, 
because the place I am in, is similar in its condition 
to all detention places, it seems, that it was 
transformed into a place for torturing the detainees at 
night in general, and also during the day most of the 
time, in addition to the disturbing sound effects of 
those who are been interrogated or tortured, and I 
don't think that there is anyone with a sensitive and 
humanitarian heart, who can sleep amidst the screams of 
the torturers and the ones being tortured, and the many 
blows of the doors and the squeaking sounds of the 
chairs. 
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Look into this matter and other matters if this is of 
interest to you, if not God will look and see from his 
heaven, and look upon anyone who stands in front of him 
in judgement...God is great...God is great. 


Saddam Hussein 
(Signature) 
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This EC requests a title change to captioned 
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Details:Records Management is requested to change 
captioned title to the code name DESERT SPIDER. New caption 
to read "DESERT SPIDER; IT-IRAQ; 00: FBIHQ." 
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SADDAM'S REACTION WHEN HE IS UPSET 


Saddam Hussein said; it is better to be alone when I am mad, and no one to be close to me, so that I 
calm down. When he is upset we do not talk to him in any subject, we keep quiet imtil he talks to us, 
which means he prefer we do not say any subject waiting for him to initiate the conversation. When no 
one talk to him, I as the secretary keep my mouth close and if possible leave the room or the office that 
he is in, until he ask for me and sometimes he walks out and like to stay in outdoor get firesh air and 
take trips in the lakes. When he leaves I stay in the office as the secretary of the president do not 
accompany the president, only the protection and bodyguard accompany him . Exception for me to go 
with him is when he ask me to be with him in that trip. When he is upset, he react and deal with people 
very harshly, while he is normal when not upset. 

2- When a triable dispute between my brother Dahman and sons of Sabawi and Wathban was brought 
to Saddam to be solved, he blamed my brother even though my brother is assigned with and. official 
duty. At this time me, my cousins and uncles, we where upset and mad at this judgment, I decided at 
that time to gradually get out of the position and quit, so that I take care of my children. In fact Saddam 
Hussein appointed an assistant to the secretary. Lieutenant Colonel Jamal Mustapha Abdulla Al-Sultan 
his son in-law. I asked Uday and Qusay, why did he judge in favor of his brothers? Uday said, don't 
you know that he always take the side of his brothers, as they were present at that meting. Therefore 
my feelings were that I should gradually withdraw and leave so that I will not have direct confirontation 
with him. And devote my time to my family and my tripe as my imcle was the sheikh of All Al-Nassiry 
tripe. 

3- Personal habits: 

He always crack his fingers, and put on the Arabic dress. His hobby is fishing, horse riding and smoking 
the Cuban cigars "Chohiba" and the predictable reactions, would be such as when he is mad he would 
shout, attack the one close to him and grab the moustache of that person. 

The crimes that he committed during this period: 

1- 1 have told you about this previously, the first person Saddam killed was in 1959, when he was 
shooting to scare a person named Sadoun Himod Al-Hasan who was a an active co mmuni st party 
member and a member of Saddam's tripe., the bullet was deflected firom the ground and hit Al-Hasan 
and killed him. 

2- The assassination attempt of president Abdul Kareem Qasim, in 1959. 

3- The mass graves that were displayed on TV, I was surprised when seeding them. The responsibility 
of these graves happened in 1991, to be asked firom the Colmnn that restored the government control 
over the Southern Provinces when they fall down in Feb., 1991, those that Saddam gave them the 
authority of the president of the coimtry, because there was no communication between the provinces . 
The president should be included in questioning about this as he is the head of the coimtry and at the 
end it is his responsibility as the man at the top. 

The leaders of the column were: 

1-Ezat Ibrahim Khalel Al-Douri in charge of Misan. With him was Lt. General Nazar Al-Khazraji 





2- Taha Yaseen Ramathan, Ih charge of Hilla and Najaf. 

3- Mohammed Hamza Al-Zubaidi in charge of Nasiria (Deqar), with him were, Rokan Razouqi 
Abdul-Ghafour and Kamal Mustapha. 

4- Hussen Kamil Hassan Al-Majeed and Sadouh Hammadi, in charge of Karbala and Najaf. 

5- Saddam ordered the execution of an Iraqi Lt. Colonel in Kuwait because he burglarized as store, he 
was executed in front of people in Al-Kreen.. 

6- He (Saddam) sent 5 or 6 officers to military tribunal to be executed in 1991, this happened in 1991. 
Lt. General Saber Al-Douri know there names. 
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■ On 02/23/2004 



_ Stated that detainees become aware of news 

regarding events outside of the prison through several means. 

During permitted visits or telephone calls, detainee family members 
inform prisoners of the news. In addition, newly arrived prisoners 
provide detainees current information regarding events outside the 
facility. Finally, detainees who speak English converse with US 
military police who are assigned to guard them. 

In _opinion and through his observations, there 

are no other leaders within the detention facility. Ho wever, th e 
facility is segregated and all the detainees, including | do 

not have contact with all the other prisoners. They are separated 
into twenty-one cells per building, in blocks of seven prisoners. 
Several buildings exist and detainees are normally allowed outside 
of their cells for exercise in groups of seven corresponding to 
their block. 

provided some details regarding the detainee 
"riot" or protest which occurred a few days ago. Reportedly, new 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 



.On 02/23/2004 


orders were issued to the US military guards requiring cell windows 
to be cl osed and the cessation of exercisin g. Thereafter, a 

detainee!_^_l_I nickname using the 

tribal name of the individual's mother) 


I__ I refused to accept food 

offered to him by the guards. then began banging on his 

cell door and yelling "God is great." Other detainees, in a s how 
of solid arity and/or sympathy, joined in the protest mimicking 
actions. 

_ stated rank and respect among t 

determined "not like the outside, but similar." 



Regarding Sad dam Hussein, 
has stated that Husseinl~ 


"criticizes" him. He 



I_I aa previousxy praisea tne woras o 

Arafat and often repeated Arafat's words saying he (Hussein) would 
not be taken prisoner, but would be martyred. After Hussein's 
capture, many prisoners questioned the reason he surrendered. They 
believe he should have at least used his gun to kill himself. 









Hussein 


supporters within the prison. 


1 s non_dwo-i-g: 


Regarding the possibility of facing criminal charges, 
stated that detainees have differences in opinion from one 
person to another. Some think that they will go to court, while 
others believe they will be released Other detainees believe they 


will remain in the current facility, 
appear before a court, 


believes many will 


Many months ago, a rumor circulated that some of the 
detainees would be transfe rred to another facility, possibly Abu 




s unsure of the origin of this 
onger exists. In addition, some 


Ghraib Prison in Baghdad 
information, but such a rumor no 
detainees, particularly the Ba'ath Party leaders, thought/think 
they would/will be released on the one year anniversary of the 
liberation of Baghdad by coalition forces. 



I_I is unaware of any present prisoner concerns about 

being turned over to Iraqi custody. These concerns existed 
approximately nine months ago when detainees were being held in 
tents. At that time, there was "talk" that the high-value 
detainees would be given to the Iraqis. Since that time, however, 
there has been no discussion about this matter. 


be 

b7C 

b7D 
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Regarding the possibility of t ran.qfp-r of detainees to 


another facility and prisoner reactions, 
be happy._Some would be sad."_One prisoner, f 


stated. 


"Som e would 
1 stated, 


does not believe that ne ws of a transfer to another facility 

pointed out that the_ 


would cause detainees to riot. _ 

possibility of a riot is diminished due to 


__ stated he is unaware 

of any detainee concerns for personal safety should relocation to 
another facility occur, including transfer to an Iraqi-controlled 
prison. 


_[does not believe detainees interpret their humane 

treatment in the current facility as a sign of the weakness of the 
United States. On the contrary, detainees believe the United 
States is an advanced and educated country which would not tort ure 
people. One prisoner commented to I 


Despite t his huma ne treatment by US forces in the present detention 


facility. 


offered no explanation fo r the re luctance of 


prisoners to cooperate with interviewers. 


non-cooperator is "a bad apple" and cannot be changed 
opinion, the only way is cooperation. 


offered that 
In his 


Prisoners at the facility believe Hussein will "tell 
everything" and be t aken to a t ribunal. Such comments were made 


bM_ 


and other detainees. 


believes that former senior Iraqi leadership members share 
responsibility a long with Hussein for actions committed. Some of 
the leaders, and | believe that Iraqi leaders before the 

Kuwaiti War share more blame than the "new leaders" after the war. 

does not believe that any of the leaders accept 
responsibility for their actions. He is uncertain of their 
reactions should Hussein blame these leaders for actions committed 
during his Presidency. 


I_I is not aware of the thought processes of other 

detainees, including leaders, after questioning by interviewers. 
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.On 02/23/2004 


He has never heard any detainees talk about the details of an 
interview, including whether they admitted "talking around the 
subj ect." 

understanding of the Geneva Convention is that 
there are two types of prisoners, prisoners of war (POWs) and 
civilian prisoners. POWs are released after the end of a war. 
Civilian prisoners have their cases reviewed every six months. 
Other detainees believe the same facts about the Geneva Convention, 
except the former leaders of the Ba'ath Party. These leaders 
believe they will have a "different ending" that looks "dark" and 
does not involve release from prison. Some, includincrl 




has never been tortured, nor has he tortured 
another person or ordered the torture of another person dur ing the 
revious Iraai reaime. He has never witnessed anv torture. I 



stated his belief th at tortu re is used as both a punishment and to 
obtain information. | ~| denied knowledge of any individual 

among the current detainees who has been tortured, tortured another 

person, or ordered the tort ure of a nother person. _ \ .qtat^^d . 

"If I knew, I would tell." I ~| denied knowledge of I_ 

role in the militarv and his involvement in executions .H 



stated there are rumors that Hussein is presently 
located at tne same detention facility in the last row of buildings 
with the "wood construction." Detainees first thought this wood 
structure was being built as a type of courtroom for prisoners. 
Later, detainees assumed this was a new rest area for US workers. 
The latest rumor indicates that Hussein is housed in this area. 
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DATE 60324 uc baw/sali/ES 


- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/06/2004 


On 05/06/2004 TARIQ AZIZ(Black List #25) was interviewed 
in Ira q by Federal Bure au of Investigation Supervisory Special 
AaentsI George L. Piro and Special Agent 

_ At the time of the interview, AZIZ was a detainee 

being held in a Coalition Forces detention camp. After remarking 
that he was in good health, AZIZ provided the following 
information: 


AZIZ has been encouraged by some of his interrogators to 
write a book while he is in prison. The dim lighting, wobbly 
table, small room and conditions of camp life have dissuaded him 
from doing so. He would like to eventually write a memoire about 
his career that revolved around the self- described roles of 
journalist (1969), Minister of Information and Culture (1974), 
leader within the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) (1977), 
Deputy Prime Minister (1979), Foreign Minister (1983) and Deputy 
Prime Minister (1991) . If given his optio’n, AZIZ would choose to 
move to Detroit in the United States where there is a large Iraqi 
population including a Chaldean Christian community, 
family has relatives in the Detroit area. 


In the general isolated environment of prison, with no 
newspapers to read and only old magazines and rumors to consider, 
it is the natural habit of prisoners to believe all rumors. One of 
the rumors currently circulating claims that the prisoners will be 
released on the of May. Another rumor contends that former 

Ba'ath Party members will be brought back to participate in the 
future Iraq government. Former Vice President TAHA YASIN RAMADA 
was promulgating this rumor by stating that some of the prisoners 
would be released and some would take their positions in the new 
government. AZIZ did not accept this idea. Firstly he wants to 
retire and has no interest in participating in future politics. 
Secondly, this rumor seemed completely unrealistic to him. 
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Many of the prisoners in the camp are sycophants and 
thugs. The worst of this group are former President SADDAM 
HUSSEIN'S family members. They are almost illiterate, yet they are 
in possession of PhDs. They were not honest people. They were 
liars, not clean and real thieves. They confiscated money and land 
and were multimillionaires in both U.S. and Iraqi currency. They 
think like villagers. Because they have millions of dollars 
stashed away in foreign banks, they believe life will go on for 
them when they get out of prison. 

AZIZ liked BARZAN ABD AL-GHAFUR SULYMAN MAJID. BARZAN 
was a young man in his early twenties when the Ba'ath Party came to 
power. He served as a Foreign Minister, then as the Director of 
the Mukhabarat (intelligence service). He was discharged of this 
job in 1983. During his tenure as the Iraqi Ambassador to 
Switzerland, he became a changed person for the positive. He 
became liberal-minded and had good ideas. He was different from 
the other leaders and became outspoken. He published articles 
about letting others participate in the political process. He 
tried to open his brother's (SADDAM HUSSEIN) mind. SADDAM did not 
like this. BARZAN was asked to take SADDAM's son UDAY SADDAM 
HUSSEIN with him to Geneva. UDAY was a thug and could not live in 
a country like Switzerland. People realized this. UDAY attacked 
the reputation of BARZAN. AZIZ's assignment as the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs necessitated his travel to Switzerland on several 
occasions in order to attend Red Cross meetings and other 
diplomatic requirements. AZIZ would meet with BARZAN and BARZAN's 
very nice wife who died of cancer. BARZAN had a real education. 

His children all spoke English and French. Because AZIZ had a 
different mentality than most of the leadership, he tried to choose 
his government friends when he could. He did have an amicable 
relationship with BARZAN. 

ALI HASAN AL-MAJID, frankly speaking, was a criminal and X 
a thug. He was a Corporal in the military who was given the 
unearned rank of Major General. AZIZ never had lunch, dinner or 
recreation with ALI. Their only relationship was their 
interactions as part of leadership affairs. ALI was a Minister of 
Home Affairs. Just as the Anfal campaign was beginning, ALI was 
invested with unprecedented power. Never before in the history of 
Iraq had that much power been given to one person. AZIZ did not 
agree in principle about empowering someone who was not an RCC 
member, it was unconstitutional. 
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SABAWI IBRAHIM HASAN AL-TIKRITIas the Director of the 
Intelligence Service. He would occasionally ask AZIZ about 
knowledge and advice. On one or two occasions they shared a drink, 
but never a lunch or dinner or other face to face meetings outside 
of work. 


AHMED HUSSEIN was not directly responsible or involved in 
decision making. He was the Chief of Staff, but was in a difficult 
position. In short he was a coward, or not brave enough to say no. 

ABID HAMID MAHMUD is a crook a thief and a thug. 

MUHAMMAD HAMZA ZUBAYDI was a poor man and an incapable 
Prime Minister. He was actually the joke of the town. During the 
1991 Party Congress ZUBAYDI had fallen in popularity amongst 
members and the predicted voting outcome was expected to show this. 
As he fell, SADDAM decided to bolster him. AZIZ was writing the 
draft of the expected voting results when he surprisingly found out 
that ZUBAYDI's career was spared. 

TAHA YASIN RAMADAN was not trusted by AZIZ. He was 
described as a 'yes-man' who eagerly supported all of SADDAM's bad 
decisions. He was rude and narcissistic, spending the first thirty 
minutes of any meeting talking about himself. 

AZIZ SALIH NUMAN was a good guy who did not have a bad 
reputation. He was not highly educated nor was he a very capable 
person. Although he served as the Iraqi Governor of Kuwait, the 
real power in that situation was invested in ALI HASAN AL-MAJID. 

MASOUD RAJAVI, the founder of Mujadin el Kalq used to 
interact primarily with the Director of the Mukhabarat or the 
Minister of Defense. AZIZ was the first Iraqi official to meet 
with RAJAVI. They had met in Paris. AZIZ understood that RAJAVI 
would seek assistance in terms of support from the Iraqi 
government. The Director of the Mukhabarat would prepare reports 
for SADDAM recommending to help RAJAVI's group, Mujadin el Kalq. 
AZIZ believed that this group wanted more and more and advised the 
Mukhabarat director that RAJAVI was asking for too much. 

ABU ABBAS came to Iraq representing himself as the great 
leader of a large population of,Palestinians. Iraq was helping all 
Palestinians. But AZIZ saw ABU ABBAS as the leader of the tiniest 
organization in Palestine. The bad shape of the Iraqi economy 
prevented the Iraqi government from being able to disburse large 
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sums of money to the Palestinian cause. ABU ABBAS was given a farm 
that he could run. The profits generated from the farm could 
support the cause. The farm evolved into a camp where ABU ABBAS 
would train fighters with AK-47s. The AK-47s were provided by the 
Iraqi government. 

In 1987 AZIZ was traveling outside of Iraq, possibly in 
France, when the chemical attack on Halabja occurred. He asked 
SADDAM upon his return if the news were true. SADDAM said 'yes'. 
SADDAM blamed the military Chief of Staff NIZAR KHAZRAJZ, and the 
Minister of Defense during the Iran/Iraq war. SADDAM made a 
decision that chemical weapons should not be used unless the Chief 
of Staff says so. The Minister of Defense, ADNAN KHAIRALLAH, 
SADDAM's cousin, said that this decision weakened him. SADDAM 
reversed his decision granting power to the Minister of Defense. 

He used it without the proper consent. SADDAM did not consult with 
AZIZ when it came to military and strategic matters. SADDAM said 
to AZIZ that he was surprised that they were used. Firstly the use 
of them was maybe not necessary, and secondly the big repercussions 
that would follow. AZIZ had previously brought to SADDAM's 
attention the bad repercussions associated with the use of such 
weapons. 


AZIZ readily acknowledged that Iraq used chemical 
munitions in its war against Iran. These were difficult times. 
Hundreds of thousands of Iranian troops were being held off from 
invading Iraq. AZIZ recalled confiding in the German and French 
Foreign Ministers at that time. He told them about Iranian 
fanatical fighters called the Mujadin al-Kalq, and the group's 
capturing of girls. The girls were executed, but not before being 
inspected for their virginity. Those who were virgins would first 
be raped before being executed. According to Mujadin al-Kalq's 
interpretation of the Quran, if a girl dies while still a virgin, 
she will go to heaven. AZIZ stated that he did not justify using 
the chemical weapons which was a violation of the Geneva 
Convention. But as an Iraqi patriot, he would not allow Iran to 
occupy Iraq. And if the defensive use of these munitions would 
prevent that from occuring, he would not protest it. 

AZIZ said that to be fair to history, Iraq did use 
chemical weapons against Iraqi citizens. According to his belief, 
the Kurdish target wasn't a highly populated area. Generally, when 
hostilities start, people leave. They flee rather than wait. AZIZ 
did not believe that the Iraqi military had fully circled the 
Kurdish village. Just those few villagers remained. Iran first 
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attacked, most people fled, only a few villagers remained. There 
were 15 or 20 corpses, from what he saw on the international 
television program, not hundreds of thousands. The chemical 
attacks against Iran was army verse army, no civilians, but Halabja 
there were civilian victims. 

There were no meetings that took place during that time. 
AZIZ was out of the country and did not communicate with SADDAM 
while traveling. International phones were monitored and AZIZ was 
in the habit of meeting with SADDAM upon the return of his trip. 
AZIZ was not aware of the strategic and tactical matters and was 
not part of the military decision making. Despite his belief that 
some officers would use more than an extensive amount of force, 

AZIZ did not protest to SADDAM. AZIZ felt that the use of chemical 
weapons were unjustifiable not only for moral reasons but for 
practical reasons. They were not effective weapons. Ip the war 
with Iran, they were used only on the front, by both sides. The 
weapons that had the biggest affect on the war were the long range 
missiles. These were used against the cities. 

In 1990, Iraq released thirty seven or thirty eight 
thousand Iranian prisoners of war(POW). The Iranian government had 
told the families of many of their war dead that the Iraqis had 
actually captured them and were holding them. When all of the 
Iranian POWs were returned, the Iranian government had a difficult 
time explaining the lessened numbers to their people. As a result, 
they withheld releasing all of their Iraqi POWs as a way of 
posturing in front of their people that more releases were being 
negotiated. 


On 03/04/1991, two days after the Gulf War cease-fire. 

The RCC signed and released RCC Resolution #54 which gave Goverors 
control of military forces in their territories. All of the RCC 
members except AZIZ who remained in Baghdad, were in the south of 
Iraq or outside of Baghdad at this time. AZIZ was working on 
implementing United Nations Resolutions 687 and 688 which involved 
the repatriation of POWs. He met with SADDAM on occasion but spent 
most of his time with the Director of Military Intelligence, 

General SABAH AL-DURI. AZIZ believed that in actuality the RCC was 
not consulted on Resolution #54. They may have heard of it. It 
makes sense to give authority and power to the governors in the 
times of crisis. But there would have been no voting or feedback, 
only SADDAM'S order. 
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AZIZ acknowledged that in the sense of collective 
responsibility, he should be held answerable for what the 
government did in general terms. But the man who holds the full 
accountability is SADDAM. Originally, when AZIZ was in the 
Revolutionary Command Council(RCC), members would receive a typed 
letter as to what the agenda items for each meeting would be. When 
decisions were agreed upon, they would be typed up and signed by 
each member. Each decision was signed and not implemented until 
all the RCC members signed it. In the early nineteen eighties, 
SADDAM directed that the Chairman of the RCC can decide matters on 
behalf of the entire RCC. Later he decided that anything decreed 
by the RCC would become the law. In addition to these legal 
measures which relegated the RCC to SADDAM's personal rubber stamp, 
there was the chilling affect of the July 1979 RCC meeting, where 
Ba'ath members were killed. This made the proposition of 
disagreeing with SADDAM a life or death matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 04/29 /20 04 


On 04/29/2004, KAMAL MUSTAFA ABDALLAH SULTAN AL-TIKRITI 
(Sultan), Black List #10, was interviewed by Supervisory Special 
Agent George P iro. Observing the interview wer e Supervisory 
Special Agent s] land Special Agent 

'i'ne interview was conducted in English and Arabic. 


Providing translations for the in terview was Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Language Specialist! Sultan 

provided the following information: 


In 1991, Sultan was posted in Baghdad as the commander of 
the Special Republican Guard(SRG). This was a high rank, but the 
person who was truly in charge of all of the Republican Guard (RG) 
was Husein Kamel and all Iraqis knew this. In his position as 
commander of the SRG, Sultan answered directly to Hussein Kamel. 
Hussein Kamel answered directly to President Saddam Hussein. 

Hussein Kamel was the "Supervisor" of the RG, which meant he was in 
charge of the RG, the SRG and the al-Amn al-fChass (Special security 
office). The RG units were responsible for protecting the 
presidential sites in Tharthar, Mosul, Makhoul and other locations. 


be 

b7C 


Sultan served only four months as an officer in the 
Military Intelligence Unit. This administrative assignment, like 
other similar corps-level duties, was part of a normal career path 
that all officers had to follow. 

Sultan was confronted with the statement of a Government 
of Iraq official who asserted that the commander of the SRG would 
have been stationed in Baghdad close to President Saddam Husein, 
most likely received all his orders from President Saddam Hussein 
and would have reported only to President Saddam Hussein. Sultan 
responded by affirming that he was the coitonander of the SRG but 
that Hussein Kamel was the man who received orders. 

Although the command structure varied during peace or 
times of crisis, since its founding, the RG and SRG always answered 
to the commander of the guard. During peace time the Republican 
Guard Units fell under the Chief of Staff and the Minister of 
Defense. About‘three or four years before the war, the command 
established four sectors. The military and consultants were 
assigned to command these sedtors. The areas were 1) the South, 2) 
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the Central Euphrates, 3) the Euphrates and 4) the North. These 
coitimands were established to maintain contact in case communication 
was severed between units and President Saddam Hussein, or adjacent 
commands. Although they existed, the Army maintained control of 
the situation. 

1991 was not like this. The Army was connected to the 
general command. Sultan stated that the RG and the SRG were 
connected to the Supervisor of the RG and SRG. On 03/01/2004, a 
day after the United States stopped its offensive military 
operations in Iraq, Sultan received a visitor at SRG Headquarters 
at approximately 1:00AM. Hussein Kamel came to give Sultan orders. 
Sultan's orders were to take a regiment of SRG troops and go to 
Nasiriyah with MUHAMMAD HAMZA AL-ZUBAYDI (Hamza)(to whom Sultan 
would be answerable). Upon arrival, they were to reorganize the 
party and reassign responsibilities. This would involve 
reappointing employees to include selecting and assigning a 
governor. 


Sultan was asked to clarify the role that a military unit 
would have in these civil service-type affairs. Sultan explained 
that they were to go to Nasiriyah, for two days, to meet with 
Hamza. His orders explained that there might be difficulties en 
route. There would be a Divisional Command from Baghdad's Special 
Forces Unit in Nasiriyah to which Sultan's unit would turn over the 
situation. Sultan suggested to Hussein Kamel that since this other 
Baghdad unit was near Nasiriyah, they could perform the duties 
rather than deploying both units. Hussein Kamel reiterated that 
Sultan's unit was to stay only two'days, turn over the situation to 
the Divisional Command from Baghdad's special forces, and return. 

It is the military's duty to carry out orders by high level, 
civilian officials. Sultan understood his instructions were to 
travel to Nasiriyah, establish command to run the Army at 
Nasiriyah. Once he met up with Hamza, Sultan was to provide 
protection for his command, remain two days and turn the situation 
over to the special forces. His main task would be to protect the 
command by setting up check points, securing the route of tp’^vel 
and use local units to replace his troops and withdraw. 

During this 03/01/1991 meeting, Sultan was not told about 
rebels, revolution or uprising. He was never told to 'clean up the 
cities'. Sultan believes that at the time, even Hussein Kamel and 
President Saddam Hussein probably did not know that events in the 
south had risen to the scale of an actual uprising. President 
Saddam Hussein was always told that all of the people loved him. 
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According to Sultan, when it was revealed to the former President 
Saddam Hussein that there was a rebellion under way, Saddam Hussein 
was shocked, as he was always told that his people admired him. 

When asked if getting orders to deploy at 1:00AM was 
something that struck him as urgent or unusual, Sultan stated that 
it was not, they often conducted reaction drills that required such 
a short notice response. In regards to the threat or troubles 
along the route for which he was supposed to prepare himself, 

Sultan speculated at that time it could have been highway robbers 
from Iran. 


The regiment that Sultan assembled for deployment to 
Nasiriyah consisted of four companies of infantry troops, a support 
[weapons] company and a headquarters company. These companies were 
made up of light rifles, medium machine guns, RPGs, rocket 
launchers, a mortar platoon, an air defense platoon and a 106 anti¬ 
tank gun element. These units had a system of radio communication. 
Hussein Kamel told Sultan that Hamza would come to the SRG 
Headquarters and that Sultan was to wait for him. Hamza arrived at 
3:00am, and they departed Baghdad at 5:00am, southbound for Kut. 

The regiment traveled in a caravan, with the command element, 
including Hamza, in the rear of the formation. Traveling with the 
group was a bodyguard of President Saddam Hussein's. Sultan 
believed that this bodyguard may have been at the original meeting 
with Hussein Kamel and President Saddam Hussein. 

In Kut, the group received word from a party member that 
there was a disturbance in Al-Hayy. The Governor briefed them that 
the Mayor was missing and that party members were killed. When the 
regiment arrived outside of Al-Hayy, they came under fire. They 
responded with RPG and light weapons fire. Hamza decided the 
regiment should deploy. The regiment broke up and deployed. Two 
companies deployed on line and prepared to retaliate. An hour 
later the regiment entered the city. There were no targets for the 
support weapons. All of the attacks were visual. The regiment 
used light and medium machine guns and RPGs. The advancing forces 
came under fire and returned fire. The firing didn't last long 
there was no resistance. The enemy had apparently thrown down ' 
their weapons and ran. Hamza and the Governor of Kut put the city 
in order. This happened while the regiment was still there and in- 
the presence of Sultan. Some party members, police and some of the 
Governor's men were still fighting. Some people were captured, but 
the SRG did not deal with debriefing or transporting themi This 
was a matter for the local security elements. Sultan stated that 
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neither he nor his military units tried to collect intelligence 
from the captured fighters. He received intelligence from party 
menobers, security services and other sources. 

When read a surviving witness account about atrocities 
that RG troops perpetrated against a civilian Shi'a family in 
Southern Iraq in 1991, Sultan stated that he believed whoever 
ordered that event should be held responsible. Sultan stated 
whoever issued the order should be held responsible. 

Sultan was read a statement which Hamza gave to 
investigators about Sultan's involvement in abuses of civilians. 
Sultan responded by saying he did not know why Hamza would say 
something like that. Perhaps Hamza's memory is not serving him 
well. Hamza is a kind and compassionate man. Sultan had heard 
from some of the investigators about Hamza making people drink 
gasoline. There is no way that Sultan could ever imagine Hamza 
ever being involved in anything like this. 

Sultan was confronted with the account of him violently 
putting his boot on the chest of a man who was lying on the ground. 
Sultan did not deny that this took place. He said that the man is 
available. This incident took place in Ash Shatrah. After the 
resistance was put down in A1 Hayy, the regiment stayed overnight 
and moved out the next day. They turned control of the area over 
to a military division from Baghdad. 'There was word of a threat in 
the nearby village of Hafajeh. The IV Corps was responding and 
Sultan's regiment went with them. Sultan spent the night at AZIZ 
AL-NU'MAN'S. The brothers knew how to get Aziz al-Nu'man through 
his in-laws. A group of people fired weapons from this man's 
house. Killed was a Republican Guard company commander and a 
soldier. Another soldier who was wounded, later died. Their blood 
was on the ground. Sultan saw this and reacted with anger. This 
man was one of the five prisoners that were caught near Ash 
Shatrah. All five men were later released. 

Sultan was asked if he knew BAKARI AL-SADUM of the 
National Command. Sultan stated that he had not worked with him in 
the past. BAKRAI AL-SADUM has possibly lost an eye or wears 
sunglasses to cover a bad eye. He is above average height and has 
active connections to the party. With the name of 'Sadum', he must 
be from Nasiriya, possibly Suq al-Shiyookh. He is not a military 
man. Most likely he should be a Shia. 





ALL IHFOEl-IATIOl COirojllED 
Hq|M IS TJIJCLASSIF m 
Di^^P5”08”2009 BY 60^4 uc boM/sab/n 


FD-340(Rev. 4-11-03) 

File Number 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document.___ 

Date Received 


From 


F67^- 




431116 of Contributor/Interviewee) 
(Address) 


(City and State) 



To Be Returned Q Yes 
Receipt Given CH Yes 


□ No 


Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 


□ Yes 

Federal Taxpayer Information (FTI) 

□ Yes 

Title: „_ 

Reference: _ 


□ No 


□ No 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: Original notes re interview of 

-Mtvugp 









' (■ ^'f~^ ^f'd^Vvl - i)v^c 
















































































Pr» <r~ 'PA^I^\ ^Q-f- 














































































/> )Ul$ ~ ' 














































FD-302 ^ev. 10-6-95) 


ALL IHFOKf'IATIOH COUTAIlffiD 

HEKEIJ|K DIJCLASSIFIED 

DATE ^*1^2009 BY 60324 uc baw/sali/EE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/06/2004 

On 05/04/2004, Ahmad Hussein Khudaiyir (Black List #76) 
was interviewed at Camp Cropper Detention Camp, Baghdad, Iraq where 
he was being detained by the U.S. Army following his surrender to 
authorities in approximately Apri l 2003. Present duri ng this 
interview were Spec ial Agent (SA)r "I Superv isory 

Special A gent (SSA) | | SSA George Piro and SSA | 

_ Federal Bnrt^an nt investi gation (FBI) . P roviding 

translation for this interview was a language 

specialist with the F BI. Also present du ring this interview was a 
military interviewer, 


Khudaiyir advised he is currently 65 years old and in 
good health. In 1995 and 1998, he traveled with his brother to 
Jordan for heart surgery. He noted that his Jordanian physician 
graduated from medical school in Baghdad several years ago. At one 
time, Baghdad boasted the finest medical schools in the Arab world. 
Khudaiyir decided to have his heart surgery in Jordan because after 
1991, Iraq was ill equipped to handle complex operations. 

Khudaiyir has lived in Iraq for most of his life. 
Following completion of secondary school, he attended college in 
Iraq. At that time, placement in college was reserved for those 
who scored well on an examination which determined one's 
educational future. Those with good marks were allowed to choose 
their area of interest from among ten choices. Khudaiyir chose to 
study law and subsequently graduated from a prestigious law school 
in Baghdad. Law schools in Iraq had many distinguished alumni. In 
those days, the judicial system in Baghdad enjoyed an excellent 
reputation. Iraqi judges were considered very fair and principled, 
and the Arab League was known to call on them for advice. 

Concerning life in Iraq, Khudaiyir recalled that prior to 
the Communist revolution on July 14, 1958, Iraqi citizens enjoyed 
more rights than they diad in subsequent years. When the Communists 
took over Iraq, they executed the leaders of various parties, 
focusing particularly on religious leaders. Later, between 1958- 
63, the Ba'athists executed many Communists. However, after 1963, 
despite years of conflict, Iraq was no closer to understanding the 
concept of human fights. Part of this may have been due to the 
difficulties whicli tflie Iraqi people experienced while trying to 
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adjust from being friends with the British to becoming friends with 
the Soviets. 

Khudaiyir identified the year 1991 as being a particular 
low point in Iraq. At that time, Khudaiyir was serving in the 
Foreign Ministry, and he recalled a particularly defining event. 
Prior to 1991, two bodies were responsible for issuing laws in 
Iraq: the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC), headed by President 
Saddam Hussein, and the House-Parliament. The RCC was originally 
established to function as a committee. However, it gradually 
turned into a one-man operation with Saddam having total control. 
That same year, Saddam issued an amendment to the constitution 
giving the President in the Executive Branch (Saddam) the power to 
issue and amend laws. Such a wide grasp of power had not occurred 
since the ancient days of the Babylonian ruler, Hammurabi. When 
asked why RCC advisors did not confront Saddam and tell him that 
having control of both the Executive and Legislative functions was 
a poor idea, Khudaiyir responded that Saddam did not respect 
anyone's advice and that the closer anyone got to Saddam, the more 
he distrusted them. Saddam's control of matters extended to 
Khudaiyir's office in the Foreign Ministry. He recalled that after 
1991, as Saddam focused on narrowing down the government, matters 
which would have normally been brought to Khudaiyir's attention, 
were instead sent to Abid Hamid Mahmoud Al-Khatab Al-Nisiri Al- 
Tikriti, Saddam's Presidential secretary. 

Khudaiyir compared Iraq to "an airplane that was 
hijacked, and Saddam was the hijacker." Saddam created an 
environment of distrust and paranoia throughout the country. Prior 
to Saddam's regime, Iraq enjoyed favorable relations with other 
Arab countries. However, after Saddam came to power, Iraq's 
relations with other Arab countries deteriorated, and many wanted 
to see an end to his regime. According to Khudaiyir, several 
detainees currently housed in the detention camp occupied positions 
of leadership in Saddam's government, and, thus, were responsible 
for assisting Saddam in hijacking the country. Khudaiyir stated 
that if these detainees were not being completely truthful during 
interviews, it is because they are trying to protect themselves. 

Concerning rumors circulating within the detention camp, 
Khudaiyir related that Ali Hassan A1-Majid and Taha Yasin Ramadan 
have instructed detainees to defend themselves during interviews. 
Both A1-Majid and Ramadan believe, and have been telling other 
detainees, that after June 30, 2004, all of them will be released 
and that many will be appointed to positions of power in the new 
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government. Khudaiyir has also heard rumors that A1-Majid and 
Ramadan have been negotiating with the Americans. However, he does 
not believe this. Instead, he thinks that A1-Majid and Ramadan 
may never be released. 

Some of Saddam's relatives have told Khudaiyir that he is 
a traitor who sold-out his country. As to Saddam's relatives, 
Khudaiyir stated it was common knowledge that the ones occupying 
positions of power in Saddam's regime were "thieves" and corrupt. 

According to Khudaiyir, the staff of the Presidential 
Diwan staff is comprised only of good individuals. All prospective 
employees had to undergo background checks by Internal Security. 

In his position at the Presidential Diwan, Khudaiyir was not 
authorized to fire anyone working under him. After 1991, the 
function of hiring and firing employees became the responsibility 
of the Special Security Organization. 

Khudaiyir compared Saddam to Adolf Hitler. However, he 
claimed that if Hitler had been in Saddam's position, he would not 
have had problems with the U.S. He considered Hitler to be a 
smaller player than Saddam, explaining that Hitler was not known 
for being as ruthless a dictator. In Khudaiyir's opinion, the 
human side of Saddam is dead. As an example, he pointed out that 
Saddam ordered the executions of several people whom he had 
previously brought back to occupy positions of leadership in his 
government. 

Khudaiyir was aware that Saddam's birthday was last week, 
but he believes that only crazy people would have celebrated it. 

At the conclusion of the interview, Khudaiyir acknowledged that 
Saddam may be regarded by history as a blood-thirsty loser. 
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Abd Hamid Mahmoud Al-Khattab Al-Nasiri Al-Tikriti, (Black 
List #4), date of birth July 1, 1956, was interviewed at a 
detention facility located at the Baghdad International Airport 
(BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Interviewing Agents identified themselves 
as representatives of the United States G overnment from Washingt on, 
DC. Department of Defense representative[ Iwas 


also present, and observed the entire interview. 


FBI 


Language Specialist, provided Arabic/English translation. MaHmoud 
provided the following information: 


Mahmoud viewed a color photograph depicting members of 
the Iraqi Regional Command and Revolutionary Command Council (RCC), 
circa 2000/2001. Starting in the back row of the photograph, and 
proceeding from right to left, Mahmoud identified the following 
individuals: Huda Salih Mahdi Ammash, Aziz Salih A1 Human, Latif 

Sayyif Jasim, Mizban Khadir Hadi Nidyala, Mohammad Izmam Al Sadun 
A1 Basra, Ali Hasan Al Majid, Taha Yasin Ramadan, President Saddam 
Hussein, Izzat Ibrahim Al Duri, Tariq Aziz, Samir Aziz Al Najim, 
Abid Baki Al Sadun, Adil Abdul Al Duri, First and Last Name Unknown 
(FNU)(LNU); front row of photograph proceed ing from right to left - 

I Muhsim Al Khafiji, Yaha 

ADoudi, yusay Saddam Hussein, (FNU)(LNU) and (FNU)(LNU). (All 
names are phonetically spelled.) 


Seven of the individuals depicted in the photograph, 
Izzat Ibrahim Al Duri, Taha Yasin Ramadan Al Jizrawi, Tariq Aziz, 
Taha Muhyi Al Din Maruf, Ali Hasan Majid, Mizban Khadr Hadi, and 
Muhammad Hamza Zubaydi were RCC members. A copy of the photograph 
viewed by Mahmoud is enclosed in a FD-340/l(A) envelope and 
maintained with the interview notes. 


On approximately March 23-24, 1991, Saddam Hussein 
appointed Mahmoud to -the position of Presidential Secretary. 

Mahmoud started this position after the 1991 Shia uprising, and 
held this position of trust until the war. The previous 
Presidential Secretary was Hamad Hamadi. Mahmoud proceeded to 
identify the other Secretary positions within the Iraqi government: 
General Command/Military Affairs Secretary - Hussein Rashid; Press 
Secretary - Ali Abdul Saleh; Cabinet Affairs Secretary - Dr. Khalid 
Al Mamouri; Diwan President/RCC Secretary - Ahmed Hussein; General 
Secretary of the Ba'ath-Party - Adnan Al Hadithi; and National 
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Command Secretary for the Ba'ath Party - Abdul Fattah Muhammad 
Ammeen. 


A letter addressed to President Hussein, from a Colonel 
of the Iraqi military, who was located in the Southern part of Iraq 
during the 1991 Shia uprising was discussed with Mahmoud. The 
self-serving letter described the Colonel's actions during the Shia 
uprising indicating that he deserved some type of commendation. 
Mahmoud was not familiar with this particular letter, and advised 
he did not see, nor was he privileged to all of the correspondence 
addressed to the President. 

Concerning an RCC decree which bestowed military control 
to Governors during the time frame of the 1991 Shia uprising. 
Mahmoud initially learned of this decree through the Diwan 
President, who is also the RCC Secretary. Mahmoud believed the 
decree was issued through the legal department of the Presidential 
Diwans office and was ultimately voted on by the seven RCC members. 

Mahmoud discussed the flow of communications through the 
Presidential Secretary office and the protocol that is followed 
during the RCC meetings. When President Hussein needed to convene 
a meeting of the RCC, he would ask Mahmoud to contact the RCC 
members and announce the date and time. Mahmoud would send notes, 
via an assistant, announcing the meeting to the seven RCC members. 
Occasionally, an agenda would be sent to the RCC members prior to 
the meeting regarding the various issues that were to be discussed. 
Once the RCC meeting was convened, either the Presidential Diwan or 
RCC member Tariq Aziz would read the topics/issues for the meeting. 
Subsequently, each individual RCC member would have a chance to 
voice their opinion. The order of discussion was always the same, 
Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri, Taha Yasin Ramadan A1 Jizrawi, Tariq Aziz, 
Taha Muhyi A1 Din Maruf, Ali Hasan Majid, Mizban Khadr Hadi, and 
Muhammad Hamza Zubaydi. Once all of the RCC members had a chance 
to voice their opinion on a particular topic/issue. President 
Hussein would then give his opinion. 

According to Mahmoud, while President Hussein was giving 
his point of view on a particular topic, RCC members would study 
his facial expressions which would determine if they needed to 
speak out and change their opinion to match his. Mahmoud believes 
the RCC members would change their opinions because they were two 
faced, and not because they were in fear of President Hussein. 





FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 



315E-HQ-1448534 


Continuation ofFD-302 of Abd Hamid Mahiuoud 


,On 05/07/2004 .Page _3 


Mahmoud provided an example when the RCC did not side 
with President Hussein. In 1997, after seven years of discussion 
regarding the by-laws of the political parties and the press. 
President Hussein assembled a joint meeting between the RCC, 
Regional Command, and Sardoun Hamidi (phonetic)- Parliament 
President. The purpose of this joint meeting was to discuss and 
vote on the constitution, freedom of political parties, and freedom 
of the press. Specifically, President Hussein was in favor of 
establishing a seven year term limit for the president, abolishing 
the RCC, and establishing a Shura council. The meeting was open 
for discussion, at which time RCC member Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri 
spoke out against the passage of the law. Other council members, 
with the exception of Tariq Aziz, sided with Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri. 
Tariq Aziz was in favor of the passage of the new laws. According 
to Mahmoud, the laws were never passed. 

Regarding the situation that Iraq is currently facing, 
Mahmoud would place fifty percent of the blame on President Hussein 
and fifty percent of the blame on the RCC. Mahmoud advised that 
President Hussein would not allow for strong or outspoken 
individuals on the RCC or regional councils. 

Mahmoud concluded by saying he believed the Saddam 
Hussein regime was a dictatorship. 
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Aziz Salih Numan A1 Hafaji, (Black List #8), date of 
birth July 1, 1941, was interviewed at a detention facility located 
at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents identified themselves as representatives of the 
United States Governme nt from Washing ton. DC. Department of 
Defense representative I ^ was also present, and observed 

FBI Language Specialist, 

Salih provided the following 


the entire interview, 
provided Arabic/English translation, 
information: 


Salih began the interview by chronologically detailing 
his career within the Ba'ath Party and Iraqi government. He joined 
the Ba'ath Party in 1968, and became a division member in 1970, at 
Nasariyah. In 1975, he assumed the Governor's job in Karbala. 
During this time frame, his status as a division member was 
transferred from Nasariyah to Baghdad. In 1987, Salih became the 
Minister of Agriculture, and subsequently retired from the Ministry 
in 1988. In 1988, he became a member of the Ba'ath Party in 
Baghdad, and then became the Governor of the occupied Kuwait 
Province in 1990. In 1992, Salih was elected to become a command 
member. From 1992 through 2002, he was in charge of the Misan and 
Wajit Provinces. In August 2002, Salih moved to Baghdad and was in 
charge of the Karkh District of Baghdad. 

In 1968, he joined the Ba'ath Party because he believed 
in God, Arab unity, and the struggle against the Communist Party. 
Salih claims he is the Sheik of his tribe, the A1 Hafaji tribe, 
which consists of approximately 1.1 million people. 

Concerning the infamous 1979 meeting which Saddam Hussein 
convened shortly after assuming the presidency of Iraq, which 
unveiled an alleged conspiracy against the president. Salih did 
not attend this meeting and could not provide details. Salih 
allegedly became aware of this meeting through watching it on 
television. 
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Salih believes that Iraq was destroyed through the wars 
the country has fought, and personally blames Saddam Hussein for 
the current situation. Salih does not view himself as a subject or 
a witness, and believes he is being detained merely because he was 
a member of the regional command. Soon after his capture by U.S. 
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forces, Salih was allegedly told that he was going to be released 
within a month. Salih was captured by coalition forces on May 21, 
2003. Salih maintains that he surrendered to occupying forces 
which is contrary to official reports. 

Concerning the time frame of 1990-1991. Salih was the 
Governor of the Kuwait Province in 1990, and had to flee to the 
city of Nasariyah because U.S. forces were closing in. 

Subsequently, Hamid Muhammad Hamza Zubaydi asked him to be the 
Governor of Nasariyah. Salih accepted the position which was 
supposed to last for a three month term. Salih acknowledged there 
were disturbances in the outlying cities/towns of Nasariyah, and 
the disturbance was progressing toward the main city. Salih claims 
there were U.S. forces across the river from Nasariyah during the 
time frame of the 1991 Shia uprising. Salih did not elaborate or 
provide any further information regarding the events that occurred 
in and around Nasariyah in 1991. 

Interviewers specifically asked Salih his personal 
opinion regarding Ali Hasan Majid. Salih responded by saying Ali 
Hasan Majid was known as Chemical Ali, and was a member of the RCC 
and regional command. Salih did not provide his personal opinion 
regarding Hasan. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/31/2004 


Aziz Salih Numan A1 Hafaji, (Black List #8 ), date of 
birth July 1, 1941;. was interviewed at a detention facility located 
at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents identified themselves as representatives of the 
United States Gov^rnnig^ nt from Washing ton. DC- Department of 
Defense representativ e I was also present, and observed 

the entire interview. I I FBI Language Specialist, 

provided Arabic/English translation. Salih provided the following 
information: 


Salih is the leader of the Al Hafaji tribe in Iraq which 
consists of over one million people. He acknowledged that in March 
1991, he was appointed by Saddam Hussein to be the Governor of 
Kuwait. Salih acknowledged that he would have been hung if he 
refused to accept the Governors job in Kuwait. This was a civilian 
position, and he reported to Saddam's half brother, Sabawi, and to 
Ali Hassan Majid. He claimed that his responsibilities were 
extremely limited but they included acting as liaison with the 
people of Kuwait. He believes he was appointed as the Governor of 
Kuwait because he had relatives that lived in that area. Salih 
acknowledged there were human rights violations committed by Iraqis 
in Kuwait, and maintains he had nothing to do with their poor 
treatment. Interviewing agents asked Salih to specify information 
about what he had heard regarding the treatment of the Kuwaiti 
people, and contradicted himself by stating he did not have 
information. He reiterated that his position as Governor in Kuwait 
was merely a title, and he did not have any authority. 

Salih acknowledged having held several other positions of 
leadership within the Ba'ath Party and Iraqi Government_over his 
career, but he minimized his role in all of these positions. Salih 
advised he has never killed anyone, ordered executions or 
punishment, nor had he ever witnessed such activities during his 
lengthy career of service for the Ba'ath Party and the Government 
of Iraq. Salih viewed a copy of a Public Broadcasting System (PBS) 
documentary depicting atrocities committed by the Republican Guard 
and others regarding the Kurds in Northern Iraq, and the 1991 
Intifada in Southern Iraq. While Salih was viewing the 
documentary, he was squirming in his seat, tapping his toes on the 
floor, and would occasionally raise his voice. After viewing the 
documentary, Salih adamantly denied participating in any of these 
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atrocities or having any knowledge about them. He acted as though 
he had never heard of such abuses and atrocities. He did 
acknowledge, however, that more than one person was probably 
involved in committing these atrocities, and he stated that those 
responsible should be held accountable and killed. 

Salih insisted he would have received written orders 
regarding the situation in Nasiriyah from the Minister of Interior. 
Salih's responsibilities in Nasiriyah were to keep the peace, and 
to keep the services running throughout the city. He advised the 
Shia's were burning buildings within the city of Nasiriyah during 
the 1991 Intifada. Salih also insisted that he became the Governor 
of Nasiriyah after the violent activities took place. 

Salih claims he does not know why he was arrested by 
Coalition forces, and believes that Allah will set him free. 

Throughout the interview, Salih was pleasant but would 
not directly answer the interviewing agents questions. He only 
acknowledged the various positions he has held within the Ba'ath 
Party and government throughout his career. 
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Date of transcription 02 /ll /2 004 

Kamal Mustapha Abdallah Al-Sultan Al-Nasri, born 
04/04/1955 in Al-Tikrit, Iraq, was interviewed at a military 

detention facility at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , _ 

Baghdad, Ir aq. Department of Defense representative | 

|was present during the entire interview. After being 
advised the identity of the interviewing agents as United States 
government representatives, he provided the following: 

Al-Nasri served in the Iraqi military for approximately 
30 years. He graduated from the Military Academy in 1977 and 
served as the commanding officer of a anti-aircraft battery repair 
battalion until 1980. He was then transferred to the 17 Armored 
Division, where he changed his military specialty to trainer for 
the armored divisions. In 1984, Al-Nasri attended the Staff 
Officer College, graduating in June, 1985. Al-Nasri was 
transferred to the 1st Brigade of the Republican Guard (RG). 
Sometime later that year he was again transferred to the 10th 
Armored Brigade of the RG. in 1989, Al-Nasri joined the Special 
Republican Guard (SRG). In 1993, Al-Nasri became a commander of a 
RG brigade. In 1999, Al-Nasri assumed the Secretary General 
position of the RG. Additionally, in February, 2002, Al-Nasri 
became the presidential advisor to the Northern District of Kirkuk. 


Al-Nasri claimed that ten days after the war with 
coalition forces began in 2003, he was summoned to Baghdad by 
Saddam Hussein and directed to assume command of the RG. However, 
Al-Nasri refused to comply with this directive. The military 
leaders did not believe that war was the best solution, and Al- 
Nasri personally did not want to shed additional blood. Al-Nasri 
and some of his close and trusted colleagues wanted a peaceful 
solution sought through political means. Approximately a year ago, 
Al-Nasri had approached Qusay Saddam Hussein, expressing his desire 
for a peaceful political solution. Qusay Hussein advised him that 
such matters did not pertain to him or the military but were at the 
discretion of the leadership. Many in the military shared Al- 
Nasri 's sentiment but could not express it out of fear that it may 
reach Saddam Hussein or his son Qusay. Such opinions would most 
likely be interpreted as a revolt and would cause distrust by 
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Saddam or Qusay. Secondly, most felt that Saddam or Qusay would 
ignore or dismiss anyone's position which did not agree with them, 
as their position opinions were always deemed to be correct. 

Al-Nasri denied having had frequent contact with Saddam, 
but acknowledged having almost daily contact with Qusay who oversaw 
the RG. Based on Al-Nasri's contact primarily with Qusay and to a 
lessor extent Saddam, he felt that since 1995, both Saddam and 
Qusay favored going to war. This conclusion was further supported 
by political decisions the two made. However, Uday Saddam Hussein 
wanted peace. None of this surprised Al-Nasri who described Saddam 
as stubborn, especially during negotiations. 

Al-Nasri described Saddam's reaction to his refusal to 
assume command of the RG as less severe than he expected, and he 
attributed this to the immediate focus on the war effort. Saddam's 
reaction was one of dismay. The worst reaction was exhibited by 
Uday, who later refused to shake Al-Nasri's hand. Under other 
conditions, Al-Nasri's refusal of Saddam's order would have 
prompted Saddam to imprison him. 

The meeting, which took place at the RG base, was 
initially attended by Qusay, the Minister of Defense, Sultan 
Hashim, the commander of the RG, Sayif Al-Rawi, the Chief of Staff 
of the military, Ibrahim Abd Al-Sattar, and heads of the various 
military branches. Later that evening at approximately 9:00 pm, 
Saddam arrived with Abid Hamid Mahmoud Al-Tikriti, Presidential 
Secretary. Al-Nasri was unaware that Saddam was coming to the 
base. Hussein talked to the military leaders present, receiving 
updates on the advancements of the United States forces. Al-Sattar 
took charge of the army and RG in the Baghdad area, as he was 
intimately familiar with the area. Saddam did not stay at the base 
very long. 


According to Al-Nasri, Al-Sattar confided in him before 
the start of the war, that Al-Sattar had suggested to the Iraqi 
leadership that they should endeavor to seek a peaceful solution. 
Al-Sattar stated he made these suggestions during meetings of the 
various military chief of staff, but the Iraqi leadership refused. 
As he was a relatively young officer at the time, Al-Nasri is 
unsure whether the Iraqi leadership's practice of ignoring its 
military's advice played a role in the first Gulf War. With 
respect to the most recent war, Al-Nasri believed things could have 
been peacefully resolved if the United Nations Inspectors had been 
allowed to perform their inspections. Barzan Ibrahim Hasan Al- 
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Tikriti, Saddam's half-brother wrote an article critical of 
Saddam's decisions. In response, Qusay was very critical of Barzan 
A1-Tikriti, whom Al-Nasri suspected was attempting to demonstrate 
his position of power despite his young age. 

Recently while in custody, Al-Nasri saw his brother, 

Jamal Mustapha Sultan, who is also in United States custody. Jamal 
Sultan is the son-in-law of Saddam. Prior to the war, Al-Nasri had 
told Jamal Sultan to talk to his father-in-law and informed him 
that this war will not be an easy war and the results will be 
different from 1991. Jamal Sultan told Al-Nasri when the two saw 
each other in custody that he did speak to Saddam but he ignored 
Jamal Sultan. Al-Nasri felt Saddam did not have a choice, because 
he would have been seen as weak by neighboring countries or 
opposition groups. 

Al-Nasri did see a change in the Iraqi leadership after 
the defection of Hussein Kamel, who was very trusted by Saddam. 
Al-Nasri had no doubt that Qusay was destined to be the next Iraqi 
President, and this was common knowledge throughout the country. 


On one occasion, Hussein Kamel discussed with Al-Nasri 
concerns about Salah Omar Ali, the Iraqi Ambassador to the United 
Nations's, and Ali's allegiance to Iraq. Ali had not returned 
after completion of his assignment at the United Nations in the mid 
1980s. Based on Kamel's statements, Al-Nasri believed Ali was in 
danger and alerted a friend of Ali to warn him. Al-Nasri also 
heard of a plot targeting Ahmad Chalabi by the Iraqi Moukhabarat 
approximately five to six months prior to start of the war. Al- 
Nasri claimed he and his brother warned a friend in Chalabi's camp, 

I LNU, of this alleged plot. 


Al-Nasri denied that he had ever visited a prison or been 
incarcerated in a prison in Iraq. He then stated that he visited 
some prisons in military camps to ins pect their constructi on or set 

up. He claimed he did not even visit _ who was 

imprisoned several times with the most recent being in Abu Ghuraib 
prison due to a dispute with Uday. Al-Nasri claimed he has never 
tortured anyone nor ordered the torturing of anyone; he has never 
murdered nor ordered the murder of anyone; he has never imprisoned 
nor ordered the imprisonment of anyone; and he has never executed 
nor ordered the execution of anyone. He was aware of only one case 
of torture, and this involved a cousin of his wife who had problems 
with his relatives which resulted in his burning and execution. In 
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this case, Al-Nasri believed that the punishment was excessive for 
the crime. 


Al-Nasri blames his current predicament on the decisions 
and actions of Saddam. He recognizes that he and fellow detainees 
are currently being held in a facility which he believes may have 
been used as housing for either Saddam or Qusay's Himaya ( 
protective detail). 

Al-Nasri has never been concerned about his safety while 
in United States custody, as he is aware that the United States is 
a country of laws and freedom. He currently considers the most 
important thing for him is that the United States trust him. This, 
he claimed, was more important than his own health. Al-Nasri 
considers his biggest mistake in life was entering the military, 
for he recognized many years ago that Saddam was going to take Iraq 
to an unknown destiny. Al-Nasri claimed to have no information 
about weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. Nevertheless, he 
believes that had it not been for the United Nations inspectors, 
Saddam would have obtained such weapons. 






















ALL IHFOEl-IATIOl COMTAl|pr 
HEK^fcS OIJCLASSIFIED 
DAtI^Bo8”2009 by 60324 uc baw/sali/EE 


FD-340(Rev. 4-11-03) 

File Number . Rise-f 
Field Office Acquiring Evidence 


r^iHi 


Serial # of Originating Document -- 

Date Received _ ^j - 

From /A SDo 

■* (Name of Contributor/Interviewee) 


(Address) 

‘R/AU:fO»At^ \ 


(City and State) 


To Be 


Receipt Given CH Yes No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 

□ Yes ^ No 

Federal Taxpayer Information (FTI) 

□ Yes ^ No 

Title: S/^iA£A- 




\L.- fA\{S.i,AL> 



Reference: 


/}f79AA. ~ _ rs/jD-^ sIit/h 

(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: [^’ Original notes re interview of 

T oi n-Ay/PH4 


moMramtm 










ALL IIJFOPmTIOH COI-ITAIIED 

HESEIIJ- IS TJIICLASSIFIED 

DATE OS-08-2009 BY 60324 uc baw/saJa/ES 





sy/t/t-/ 















rj ij i/ ) 




\){ (,| J ( j /js'*^ 




__^_\ ;* C' 


SAl _ 


CiiCi 


HEKEDI IS DIJCLASSIFIED 

DATE 05-08-2009 BY 60324 uc baw/sali/be 

:b7C 


'75lAV'S5ty:rtii<!^ J 


CD' 



Date 


No. 



rS.77^0 /AJ -< ^<P/0/'^ g>/^ /y^Z>jO^I/^ A/l^ 






7 


/Q AySf7~ —- /TT /^6c^£^StJiT 




AmTH^^ c>^ ?2- Sc»=./'<s )AJ OrUQ.^. 


/aJ ///-f /^<S/770i<J /'^S -^z Gy ^d 



/A^/is yy ^ / 

^ <2cUJy^/2^AlJZ . 








































































/ 99 / — 


<s7>»r' ^ j/i'-o 


Sz>y7>^/ey^ . 


S t.>g_ g3^;gX_ 


/^ /f/^ -/y^yY / ‘^y 


/^2:y— ^ yi^ 7-ddi^ 




Ay^> / — /j2>d^py<d)y^ ^/ ^ T-?^ ^kJy^ y^'S _ 

y> ye:d / gy/<^ /d^ 




rydd ^ 


i*VS € Ttj »/■<_ 


l/I>n /^y^CP/ f 


P/^y /A^ ry* 


17^ ^yAyis: P//y2^!^y9^y 2^6^^ (jP c^/ 
dAj/^AJ< >^////aJ^ y^TT^-^ r/9^r^ yfy^ 



ddZd^ yL c^i '/ f?dc>y^ /Vz/y /'PdZ 


p 


A Mpjyy 4/0 yzi^TT^yCy^Y d^y/P- P?yy /9fy/y/79y^'^ 





















iD J) /,;sr 


/^c,-^3 ( 


0*^- /?/^/vrM: 


/UDr~ T/^^iT 


^/V^TX , OX^^J/UU- ^ 









FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 

if 


ALL IHFOEl-IATIOl COUTAIHED 
HEKEDI IS DIJCLASSIFIED 


DATE 05-08-20 


w 


60324 uc baw/sali/ES 


- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Abdul Ghani Abdul Ghafour Flayah Al-Midlag, (Black List 
#65), date of birth July 1, 1944, was interviewed at a detention 
facility located at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), 
Baghdad, Iraq. Interviewing Agents identified themselves as 
representatives of the United States Government _ from Was^ iinaton. 
DC. Department of Defense (DOD) representat ive 
present, and observed the entire interview. 




translator provided Arabic/English translation, 
the following information; 


was 

DOD 


also 


Ghafour provided 


Ghafour started by saying he is a religious man, and 
honesty is an important characteristic of being a religious pers on. 
GhafourI [_ 


Correspondence with his family has been limited since his detention 
approximately one year ago, and he is not aware of current news or 
events within Iraq. 


be 
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Ghafour has authored approximately twelve books regarding 
cultural issues in Iraq. He was the former Minister of Culture & 
Information (1996-1997) and believes he was chosen for this 
position because of his qualifications, and not because of his 
loyalty to the regime or Saddam Hussein. He was forced to resign 
from the Ministry of Culture & Information because he utilized his 
authority and closed down the offices of Babil, a newspaper 
formerly owned and operated by Uday Hussein. Ghafour advised it 
was his decision to close the newspaper because he felt the 
newspaper was racist and had a tendency to spread hatred amongst 
the Sunni, Shia, Muslims, and Christians of Iraq. Ghafour knew 
there would be serious repercussions for closing down the 
newspaper, and fully expected to lose his Ministry position. In 
addition, Ghafour expected Uday to retaliate by verbally chastising 
him, or possibly physically assaulting him. Ghafour was not 
worried about his family's safety because of his significant 
position within the government. 

Regarding the 1991 Shia Uprising (Intifada) in the area 
of Basrah. Ghafour believes he was sent to Basrah because it was 
one of the cultural centers bf‘ Iraq. During this time period. 


Investigation on 05/11/2004 

at Baghdad, Iraq 


File# 315E-HQ-1448534 

1 

Date dictated 05/14/2004 

nSSA George L. Piro^ 



by/yf^SiSA 

tmi 



bo 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 






FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 


315E-HQ-1448534 


Continuation of FD-302 of Abdul Ghani Abdul Ghafour Flayah , On 05/11/2004 . Page _2 


Ghafour was the southern region Ba'ath Party Secretary and had 
responsibilities over the civilian Ba'ath Party. Ghafour 
acknowledged a decree from President Hussein which provided Ali 
Hasan Majid the authority over civilian and military Ba'ath Party 
members in the southern region to include Basrah. This authority 
was granted to Ali Hasan just prior to the first Gulf War. Ghafour 
did not question President Hussein regarding this decision, even 
though Ghafour's current position within the Ba'ath Party was 
senior to Ali Hasan's position. 

Ghafour initially described and blamed the 1991 Shia 
Uprising on Iranian Intelligence Officers who were instigating the 
protests and violence against the Ba'ath Party officials. He then 
admitted there were both Iranian and Iraqi Shia's who armed 
themselves and killed approximately fifty Ba'ath Party officials in 
Basrah. Once Ali Hasan arrived in Basrah, he formed a unit from 
the Iraqi military to quell the uprising. Ghafour did not have 
responsibility or authority over the military and security service, 
and took orders directly from Ali Hasan. Ghafour knew that Hussein 
did not trust him since he was not related to him, and believes 
that was the primary reason he appointed Ali Hasan the Commander of 
the southern region. During the 1991 Shia Uprising in Basrah, 
Ghafour denied interrogating prisoners and did not take 
responsibility for any of the alleged atrocities or executions that 
took place. He maintained that he was responsible for the civilian 
Ba'ath Party and took orders from Ali Hasan. 

Events surrounding Ghafour's removal from the Regional 
Command Council in 2001. During the course of a Regional Command 
Council Meeting in 2001, Ghafour spoke out and challenged Ali Hasan 
Majid within the presence of President Hussein. Subsequently, 
Hussein sent Ali Hasan to ask for his resignation. Ghafour refused 
to resign, and advised that in order to be removed from the 
regional command, a member must be confronted during a council 
meeting and voted out. Ultimately, the council voted Ghafour off 
the Regional Command Council. Ghafour advised he was the only 
outspoken person on the council that would challenge other council 
members to include Hussein. Ghafour believes that most of the 
council members were frightened to speak against and oppose 
Hussein. 
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Jamal Mustafa Abdallah Sultan Al-Tikriti, (Black List 
#22), date of birth January 10, 1964, was interviewed at a 
detention facility located at the Baghdad International Airport 
(BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Interviewing Agents identified themselves 
as representatives of the United States Governm ent from Washingt on, 
DC, Department of Defense (DOD) representative^ I was 


also present, and observed the entire interview. _ 

DOD translator provided Arabic/English translation, 
provided the following information: 


Mustafa 


Throughout his detention period Mustafa has heard other 
detainees talking about Taha Yasin Ramadan and Ali Hasan Majid 
allegedly negotiating a deal with the United States Government. 
Mustafa has discounted these rumors since the aforementioned 
detainees are still in the custody of the Coalition, and doesn't 
believe the U.S. would enter into negotiations with these two 
individuals. 


Mustafa has been married to Hala Saddam Hussein, daughter 
of Saddam Hussein, since 1994. Mustafa worked for Saddam Hussein 
and the Iraqi Government since approximately 1983. He started out 
as a Himaya (protection for the President), and was promoted to 
various positions within the regime over the past twenty years. 

His most recent positions within the regime were Deputy Chief of 
Tribal Affairs, and Aid to the Presidential Secretary. He was 
expected to replace the most recent Presidential Secretary, Abid 
Hamid Mahmoud, had it not been for Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). 

President Saddam Hussein, who Mustafa kept referring to 
as his excellency and Kamal Mustafa Abdallah (Black List #10), 
Mustafa's brother, are two people Mustafa has great respect for and 
admires the most. He respects Hussein because he is well educated, 
has a high capacity of knowledge, and has the ability to influence 
and convince people. He respects his brother, Kamal, because he is 
well educated and described him as having great encyclopedic 
knowledge. 


He described Abid Hamid Mahmoud as an educated man with 
an advanced degxee who was hardworking to the point of becoming a 
workaholic. "Mahmoud was not very well thought of because he 


Investigation on 05/14/2004 at Baghdad, Iraq _ 

Date dictated 05/14/2004 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


be 

b7C 


File# 315E-HQ-14485 34 
SS A George L. 
byV%S/!| 


.7/ 





Pifq^ 


tmi 


be 

b7C 


<357y 2./5«7 






FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 

315E-HQ-1448534 

Continuation of FD-302 of Jamal Mustafa Abdallah Sultan _, On 05/14/2004 , Page _2 



attempted to control people by being strong and abrasive and not by 
earning their respect. Mahmoud was more influential than a 
Minister and wanted to be recognized by others within the regime. 
One of Mahmoud's responsibilities as Presidential Secretary was to 
attend the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) and the Regional 
Command (RC) meetings. According to Mustafa, Mahmoud would be 
asked to dismiss himself from those council meetings if there were 
particularly sensitive issues that needed to be discussed amongst 
the council members. 

Mustafa's role as the Aid to the Presidential Secretary 
was to attend the Council of Ministers meetings. He did not attend 
the RCC or the RC. The Ministers meetings would be held 
approximately once or twice a week and would normally follow a set 
protocol. An agenda would normally be sent to each of the 
Ministers prior to the meeting. During the meetings, each of the 
Ministers would discuss relevant issues, and President Hussein 
would interject his opinions throughout the discussion. At the end 
of the discussion period, the Ministers would vote on the 
particular issues. Ultimately, the Prime Minister/President 
Hussein would make the final decision. 

Mustafa never viewed the infamous video regarding the 
July 1979 meeting with the Ba'ath Party and other Iraqi Government 
officials. Interviewers explained to Mustafa the meeting was 
convened by President Hussein for the purposes of uncovering an 
alleged plot between Syria and certain Ba'ath Party and government 
officials to overthrow the current regime. Interviewers continued 
to explain that dozens of Ba'ath Party members and government 
officials were implicated in this alleged plot to overthrow the 
government and were either given lengthy prison sentences or 
executed. Mustafa acknowledged he has heard about this 
meeting/gathering but maintains he has never viewed the video. 
Mustafa would like to view this video the next time he meets with 
interviewers. 

Mustafa believed that Iraq had a democratic style of 
government throughout Hussein's presidency, and also believed that 
the citizens of Iraq had a voice. Mustafa was challenged and asked 
for his definition of a dictatorship. He responded by saying a 
dictatorship was one person ruling and making decisions for the 
country. It was then pointed out to Mustafa that President Hussein 
was just reelected in 2002 for an additional seven year term, and 
during this past election, Hussein did not have opposition, and 
allegedly received one-hundred percent of the vote. Mustafa did 





FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 


315E-HQ-1448534 


Continuation of FD-302 of Jamal Mustafa Abdallah Sultan _, On 05/14/2004 , Page _3 


not have an answer regarding how it was possible to have one 
individual receive one-hundred percent of the vote. Interviewers 
told Mustafa about the current democratic style of government and 
the new constitution for Iraq. Mustafa commented that he believed 
it was going to be very difficult establishing that form of 
government in Iraq. 

Interviewers engaged Mustafa in a discussion regarding 
the 1987-1988 Anfal Campaign against the Kurds of Northern Iraq. 
Mustafa believes the individuals that were responsible for using 
the chemical weapons against the Kurds should be held accountable. 
Mustafa learned at a Council of Ministers meeting that the Military 
Chief of Staff during that time period, Nizar Khazraji, was the 
individual responsible for ordering the use of chemical weapons 
without the president's knowledge. 

Mustafa doesn't believe he should be detained, and stated 
he should be rewarded for his service to the Government of Iraq and 
its citizens. Examples of his service to the government and the 
people include his work with citizens public affairs, athletic 
programs, instructing at the University, and working with the 
tribes. 


Mustafa admits there were mistakes made by Hussein during 
his reign. These mistakes include the invasion of Kuwait and the 
failure of the Iraqi Government to establish better relations with 
the United States. Mustafa advised he never had the opportunity to 
meet with Hussein privately and never provided Hussein with advice 
regarding any type of decisions. Mustafa would do anything, in the 
legal sense, to assist his father-in-law, Saddam Hussein, for his 
defense, to include hiring legal council. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 06/12/2004 


Sultan Hashem Ahmed Muhammed Hamid A1 Jabburi A1 Tai, 
(Black List #27), date of birth July 1, 1945, was interviewed at a 
detention facility located at the Baghdad International Airport 
(BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Interviewing Agents identified themselves 
as representatives of the Un ited States Gover nment from Washington, 
DC. FBI Language Specialist 


Arabic/English translation, 
information: 


_provided 

Hashem provided the following 


From approximately January 1987 to July 1987, Hashem was 
the Commander of the VI Corps of the Iraqi Army, located in Amarah, 
which is in the Southern Region of Iraq. In approximately July 
1987, Hashem became the Commander of the I Corps for a forty-five 
day period, then returned back to command the VI Corps. On 
February 19, 1988, Hashem was appointed to command the First Anfal 
Campaign. This was a temporary command position, as he still had 
the duties of commanding the VI Corps. The temporary headquarters 
for the First Anfal Campaign were located in Sulaminiyah, located 
in the Northern Region of Iraq. Hashem advised during the First 
Anfal Campaign, Jalal Talabani's group, known as the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), fled to Iran. Hashem was then appointed 
as the Commander of the I Corps on April 1, 1988. 

Hashem was selected to become the Commander of the First 
Anfal Campaign by President Saddam Hussein, the Minister of 
Defense, and the Army Chief of Staff. The Army Chief of Staff, 
Nazar Khazraji (phonetic), met with Hashem and informed him the 
plans were already prepared for the First Anfal Campaign, and he 
was officially designated the temporary Commander. Khazraji 
provided Hashem with ten officers, maps which delineated his 
geographic areas of responsibility, and advised him to start 
preparing. The Iraqi Military Intelligence (Istikhbarat), prepared 
intelligence reports regarding the PUK and their relationship with 
the Iranian forces, and disseminated these reports to the military 
for purposes of strategic planning, Sabir Abd A1 Aziz Husayn A1 
Duri (Black List #205) was the Director of the Istikhbarat during 
this time frame. A decision was previously made that they would 
concentrate their efforts during the First Anfal Campaign from East 
of Sulaminiyah to the Iranian border. 
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During the First Anfal Campaign, Hashem was in charge of 
the IV Division, the 33rd Division, and approximately one-hundred 
National Defense Command Battalions (Jahsh), and reported directly 
to Khazraji. The V Corps of the Iraqi Army assisted with the Anfal 
Campaign, and was led by Lt. General Na'ama Faris Al-Mahyawi 
(phonetic). According to Hashem, the I Corps Commander, General 
Kamel Sachet (phonetic), developed the plan for the First Anfal 
Campaign. Interviewers reminded Hashem that in his previous 
interview on May 28, 2004, he was proud of the fact that he was the 
one who developed the military plan for the First Anfal Campaign. 
Hashem maintained it was General Sachet's plan, even though he was 
the one selected to command the First Anfal. 

The mission for the Anfal Campaign was to remove the 
Kurdish population from the Northern Region of Iraq, and force them 
across the border to Iran. There was pressure on the Iraqi 
military to quickly clear the Northern Region during the First 
Anfal Campaign because they believed there was information to 
suggest the Kurdish resistance had devised a plan to encircle and 
take over the city of Sulaminiyah. Hashem wanted to proceed with 
the military plan slowly and cautiously because of the extreme 
winter weather conditions, and advised if they had hurried the 
plan, they might have been defeated. 

During the Anfal Campaign, Hashem advised he was never 
ordered to use, nor did he order the use of chemical weapons (CW). 
Hypothetically speaking, Hashem stated he would have deployed CW if 
he was directly ordered; otherwise, if he would have refused a 
direct order, he would have been executed. 

Hashem viewed a copy of a docximent in Arabic that was 
dated April 6, 1987. The subject of this document was "Using the 
Special Ammunition." Hashem claimed he had never seen this 
document, but did acknowledge that special ammunition was a word 
■ utilized to mean CW. Hashem initially denied the use of CW during 
Anfal, but then recanted, and acknowledged CW were utilized, but 
were not deployed by military units under his command. (A copy of 
the document viewed by Hashem, along with the English translation 
will be maintained in a FD-340/l(A) envelope). 

Ali Hasan Majid was in charge of the Northern Command 
Bureau, however, according to Hashem, the military would only 
follow the orders given by the Army Chief of Staff. Hashem advised 
the Army Chief of Staff would normally accompany Majid. The orders 
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were delivered in written form and telephonically. Hashem did not 
meet Majid until after the First Anfal Campaign was over. 

Hashem viewed copies of two documents in Arabic dated May 
9 , 1987, and May 20, 1987. The subject line in both of these 
documents read "Sites of Iranian Agents." Hashem advised he had 
never seen these documents, and believes his predecessor would have 
read them. (A copy of the documents viewed by Hashem along with 
the English translations, marked Document #7, will be maintained in 
a FD-340/l(A) envelope). 

Hashem viewed a copy of a document in Arabic dated April 
26, 1988, regarding the use of the "special ammunition" against 
targets that deserved punishment. Hashem acknowledged this 
document and advised it dealt with the Kurds. Hashem maintains 
that the Iraqi Army did not have, nor did it deploy CW. He 
believes there was another unit with CW, because it took 
specialized training to utilize these types of weapons, and the 
Army didn't go through this type of training. Hashem could not 
provide the name of this unit or who they may have reported to. (A 
copy of the document viewed by Hashem, along with the English 
translation, marked Document #14 will be maintained in a FD- 
340/1(A) envelope). 

Hashem viewed a copy of a document in Arabic dated June 
23, 1987, regarding "Dealing With the Villages That Are Prohibited 
For Security Reasons." Hashem advised he is familiar with this 
document, in particular paragraph number five of this document 
which describes captured individuals being interrogated, and those 
between the ages of fifteen and seventy must be executed after any 
useful information had been obtained from them. (A copy of the 
document viewed by Hashem, along with the English translation, 
marked Document #15, will be maintained in a FD-340/l(A) envelope). 

Hashem advised the I Corps of the Iraqi Army were 
involved with the other Anfal Campaigns, and personnel involved 
with those Anfal Campaigns would file reports that were reviewed by 
him. During the First Anfal Campaign, when the Iraqi Air Force 
were needed, Hashem would request the Air Force assets through the 
Army Chief of Staff, or the Deputy in Charge of Operations. In the 
request, Hashem would provide the Air Force with targeting 
information. The-Air Force would then review the requests/orders 
from the Minister of Defense, and would then carry out the orders. 
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Hashem viewed three copies of documents in Arabic dated 
March 22, 1988, April 1, 1988 and May 1, 1988 respectively. The 
three documents again describe the use of "special ammunition" and 
"special strikes" that occurred in the Northern Region of Iraq 
during the Anfal Campaign. After reviewing these documents, Hashem 
only responded by saying lyad Khalid Zaki (phonetic) was the 
Commander in charge of the Second Anfal Campaign and subsequently 
became the IV Corps Division Commander. (A copy of the documents 
viewed by Hashem, along with the English translation, marked 
Document #12 will be maintained in a FD-340/l(A) envelope). 

Hashem viewed two additional copies of documents in 
Arabic, both dated May 22, 1988. Both documents were in reference 
to the Anfal Campaign and the use of "special ammunition" and 
"special strikes." Hashem could not specifically comment on either 
document, however, he concluded after viewing all of the documents 
that another group or specialized unit must have deployed the CW. 

(A copy of the documents viewed by Hashem, along with the English 
translation, marked Document #16 will be maintained in a FD- 
340/1(A) envelope), 

Hashem believes President Hussein, the Minister of 
Defense, and Army Chief of Staff should be held responsible and 
brought to justice for the chemical weapons attacks that occurred 
during the Anfal Campaign. 

Hashem viewed video footage of the Anfal Campaign that 
was videotaped by a Kurdish film crew. The video contained footage 
of the aftermath of the chemical attack of Halabja. The video 
contained images of numerous victims of this attack. Hashem was 
visibly disturbed by the images; however, after viewing the video, 
he advised if he had been ordered to carry out a CW attack he would 
have followed the orders and done so. 

Hashem advised the orders to utilize CW would have been 
communicated from President Hussein, to the Minister of Defense, to 
the Army Chief of Staff, and then conveyed to the special unit 
charged with deploying the CW. Again, Hashem advised the special 
unit may have been attached to the Army or possibly the Air Force, 
but could not provide any further details regarding this special 
unit. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF DWESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/29/2004 


Muhammad Hamza A1 Zubaydi, (Black List #9), date of birth 
July 28, 1938, was interviewed at a detention facility located at 
the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents identified themselves as representatives of the 

United States Government from Washington, DC. Department of _ 

Defense (DOD^ representatives I I 

(LNU) were also pre sent, and observe d the entire interview. FBI 
Language Specialist 
translation. Hamza 


provided Arabic/English 
provided the following information: 


Hamza was born in Mahawil. Rahil 
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Hamza was personally acquainted with Michael Aflaq, the 
originating founder of the Ba'ath Party in Syria; and in 1956 
helped form and organize the Ba'ath Party in Iraq. Hamza decided 
to help form the Ba'ath Party in Iraq because he believed in the 
principles of the Party which were freedom, equality, and Arab 
unity. He served in the Iraqi government because he wanted to 
assist in achieving the goals of the Ba'ath Party. Hamza believes 
the Ba'ath Party fell short of achieving all of its goals, but did 
not specifically elaborate which goals it failed to achieve. 

Hamza acknowledged he was a high level government 
official, and advised he would not have risen to this level if he 
wasn't a Ba'ath Party member. As the former Prime Minister of 
Iraq, Hamza worked closely with President Saddam Hussein, and was 
responsible for administering social justice and labor laws. Hamza 
believed the goal of the Iraqi government was equality for its 
people. 


Around 1962 or 1963, Hamza first met and became 
acquainted with Saddam Hussein at a Ba'ath Party conference. He 
strictly had a professional relationship with Hussein over the 
years and rarely socialized with him. He described Hussein as a 
strong man, who was a leader of the Ba'ath Party. He believes that 
Hussein's goal for Iraq was social justice for the people. Hamza 
believes that the Iran-Iraq, war, which lasted from 1980 to 1988, 
was one of the main, problems that led to the demise of the Iraqi 
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government and the country. Hamza believes that Iran was Iraq's 
number one enemy because he believed Iran wanted to occupy Iraq. 
Hamza believes that Iraq, in the past, had an excellent 
relationship with the United States. 

Hamza retired from his government position in 
approximately 2000, and doesn't know why he was arrested and 
detained by Coalition forces. 

In 1991, Hamza believes he was either the Minister of 
Transportation, or possibly the Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq. He 
learned of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait while he was traveling in 
Morocco. Hamza allegedly did not have prior knowledge of Iraq 
invading Kuwait. 

After the United States liberated Kuwait in 1991, Hamza 
was telephonically contacted by President Hussein, and was directed 
to travel and take charge of the southern city of Nasiriyah. Hamza 
believes he was chosen to be in charge of Nasiriyah and resolve the 
1991 Shia Intifada (Uprising) in a peaceful manner because he was a 
Shia. Even though he is a Shia, Hamza first considers himself to 
be a Ba'thist and Iraqi. He believes that Shia's from Iran were 
the cause of the 1991 Intifada, and had learned that they were 
revolting against the government. According to Hamza, there was 
wide spread looting and violence occurring against Iraqi government 
officials and Ba'ath Party members in Nasiriyah. Hamza maintained 
that the 1991 uprising was started by Iran because they wanted to 
invade and occupy Iraq. By the time Hamza arrived in Nasiriyah, 
the Republican Guard and Special Forces were already there to quell 
the uprising. Hamza remembers conducting meetings with the various 
tribal leaders, community leaders, and elders in Nasiriyah to help 
resolve the situation and quell the uprising in a peaceful manner. 

During the 1991 uprising, the Commander of the Republican 
Guard Forces and Regular Army in Nasiriyah was Kamal Mustafa. The 
Ba'ath Party leader, and Hamza's assistant was Aziz Salih A1 Numan. 
Hamza advised the Republican Guard Forces and Regular Army were 
equipped with light weapons, and did not have access to, or utilize 
armored tanks or helicopters. 

Hamza maintains that he never participated, witnessed, 
or directed any tortures, executions, violent acts, or other 
atrocities during the 1991 uprising in Nasiriyah. Hamza advised 
the 1991 uprising was handled entirely in a peaceful manner. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 06/01/2004 


Sultan Hashem Ahmed Muhammed Hamid A1 Jabburi A1 Tai, 
(Black List #27), date of birth July 1, 1945, was interviewed at a 
detention facility located at the Baghdad International Airport 
(BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Interviewing Agents identified themselves 
as representatives of the Un ited States Gover nment from Washington, 
DC. FBI Language Specialist' ' 

Arabic/English translation, 
information: 


provided 
Hashem provided the following 


Hashem surrendered to Coalition forces in September 2003, 
and believes he should not be detained because he hasn't done 
anything that would justify his incarceration. He tried to justify 
this statement by saying he was respected as a career military man 
and never took advantage of his position. He has had the 
opportunity to have one family visit which occurred on January IF,. 
2004. I 

He does not know what the 

ruture holds tor him, and is unaware of current events regarding 
Iraq. He has heard rumors throughout the detention facility that 
some of the detainees may be released. 


He respected Saddam Hussein because he was the Commander 
in Chief and President of Iraq. However, he did not agree with all 
of the wars that Iraq has fought throughout the years, especially 
the war with the U.S. and Coalition forces. He believes Iraq is a 
good country, and thinks that Hussein should take responsibility 
for his actions. He believes that Hussein's poor decisions 
ultimately led to the demise of the Iraqi government. 

Hashem discussed his forty year career within the Iraqi 
military. He was accepted into the Iraqi Military School in 1963 
and successfully graduated from it on January 1, 1964. After 
graduating from military school, Hashem worked his way through the 
military ranks and held various positions from being a Platoon 
Commander, a Lt. General, Chief of Staff, to ultimately becoming 
the Minister of Defense. During the course of his military career, 
Hashem sustained battlefield injuries on four occasions, during the 
Iran-Iraq war, and conflict'"with the Kurds in Northern Iraq. 

Hashem-discussed what he described as a skirmish with the 
Kurds in the Northern part of Iraq between 1987 and 1988 known as 
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the Anfal Campaign. During the First Anfal Campaign Hashem was a 
Lt. General, and commanded the VI Corps of the Iraqi Army which was 
based in the Sulamaniyah area of Iraq. Hashem was officially 
selected to become the Commander of the First Anfal Campaign on 
March 1, 1988. There were both written and verbal orders received 
from Baghdad which descended through the chain of command from 
Saddam Hussein to the Minister of Defense to the Chief of Staff to 
Hashem regarding his appointment. In approximately February of 
1988, Nazar Khazraji (phonetic) met with Hashem and told him that 
he was chosen to be the Commander of the special task known as the 
First Anfal Campaign. Khazraji provided Hashem with ten officers 
and directed him to start planning and becoming familiar with his 
areas of responsibility in the Northern part of Iraq. Hashem 
■advised the mission of the Anfal Campaign was to remove the Kurdish 
population from the Northern area of Iraq, and either destroy them, 
or make them flee to Iran. Hashem commanded three (3) Army 
Divisions and one hundred (100) Battalions which consisted of 
approximately eighty thousand soldiers for the First Anfal 
Campaign. With the number of military personnel under his 
leadership, and the weaponry at his disposal, Hashem expected to 
overpower and defeat the Kurdish resistance. 

Hashem utilized artillery, armor, infantry, and 
helicopters during the First Anfal which took place from March 1, 
1988 until approximately March 20-21, 1988. Hashem did not have 
direct operational control over other air assets (Air Force), but 
was able to request those resources when needed. There were nine 
different avenues of attack utilized in the First Anfal which were 
designed to allow for the Kurds to flee across the border to Iran. 
According to Hashem, the army engaged the Kurdish resistance 
fighters predominantly in caves, and there was little fighting 
within the cities/villages. There were few casualties .suffered in 
battle by the Iraqi Army during the First Anfal, and there were 
just as many casualties suffered from exposure to the cold weather 
conditions. He never received an order to round up people or 
arrest them. Hashem maintained that no prisoners were captured by 
the army forces he was commanding during the First Anfal, and that 
he never personally witnessed any women or children casualties. He 
advised that when the Kurdish fighters would flee a specific area, 
they would take their casualties and ammunition with them. Hashem 
stated that any prisoners taken would have been taken by the Iraqi 
Intelligence Services. Hashem wanted to emphasize that he was only 
in charge of the First Anfal Campaign, and that Ali Hasan Majid was 
the overall Commander, and was in charge of the entire Northern 
region of Iraq. He advised there were a total of eight Anfal 
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Campaigns directed against the Kurds. Subsequent to the First 
Anfal Campaign, Hashem became the Commander of the I Corps of the 
Iraqi Army on April 1, 1988. 

After the Anfal Campaign was concluded, Hashem first 
learned of missing Kurds through Kurdish radio broadcasts. He had 
heard stories and rumors that there were thousands of Kurds that 
had seemingly disappeared. Interviewers challenged Hashem and told 
him that it was inconceivable and implausible that he first learned 
of the thousands of missing Kurds through Kurdish radio. Hashem 
further stated that he never discussed the issue of the missing 
Kurds with any of his friends, relatives, superiors, subordinates, 
or peers. Hashem believes the thousands of missing Kurds were 
either killed, jailed in Iraq, or fled to Iran. Interviewers 
pointed out to Hashem that earlier in the interview he advised that 
his troops did not capture prisoners, and thus how could he make a 
statement to suggest that a portion of the missing Kurds were in 
jail. Hashem clarified by saying that none of the troops that he 
commanded took prisoners, however, other, troops or forces had taken 
prisoners during the course of the Anfal Campaign. He came to know 
this from reading battlefield situation reports. Hashem believed 
the Kurds were exaggerating the figures of the missing. 

Regarding the first Gulf War in 1991, and the surrender 
and subsequent return of Kuwaiti POW's. Hashem was the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for the Iraqi Military during this time frame, and 
answered to the Minister of Defense, Sadi Toma (phonetic). Hashem 
was selected to meet with General Norman Schwartzkopf to negotiate 
Iraq’s surrender, and turn over the list of Kuwaiti POW's. Hashem 
never witnessed atrocities or executions that occurred regarding 
the Kuwaiti POW's. Hashem learned of the missing POW's through 
Kuwaiti news broadcasts, but maintained that he never spoke to 
anybody about this particular issue. Anyone with the Republican 
Guard would not know the Kuawiti POW issue. He was then asked who 
should be held accountable for these missing POW's, Hashem 
responded by saying he could not answer that question. He did not 
hear about it, nor did anyone talk to him about this issue. He 
reiterated that he heard about this issue through daily Kuwaiti 
news broadcasts. The Iraqi government allegedly refuted this by 
broadcasting their own version of the events via the radio and 
television. Hashem doesn't believe anyone acted on their own 
regarding the situation of the Kuwaiti POW's, but stated that 
whoever was responsible for this should be held accountable. 
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Hashem was a career military man, and advised that he 
never refused a direct order, nor has he regretted giving a direct 
order. Hashem advised that if anybody refused to follow an order 
they would have been hung. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 06/04/2004 

Sabir Abd A1 Aziz Husayn A1 Duri, (Black List #205) , date 
of birth May 19, 1949, was interviewed at a detention facility 
located at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents identified themselves as representatives of the 
~ United States Government from Washington, DC. Departmen t of 

Defense (DOD) representatives' ! | (LNU) were 

also present, and observed the firs t thirty minutes of the 
interview. FBI Language Specialist ! ~| provided 

Arabic/English translation. Sabir provided the following 
information: 

Sabir was the former Director of the Istikhbarat 
(Directorate of Military Intelligence) and former Director of the 
Iraqi Intelligence Services (IIS) (Mukhabarat). In 1987, during 
the Iraq-Iran war, the primary role of the Istikhbarat in the 
Northern region of Iraq was to gather intelligence on Iranian 
forces. The secondary role of the Istikhbarat was to gather 
intelligence on the activities of the Kurds and determine their 
relationship with the Iranians. During this time frame, Sabir was 
a member of the Northern Affairs Committee and advised the Chairman 
of the committee, was Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri (Black List #6), Deputy 
Secretary General of the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC). 

Other Directors of the Iraqi security services were members of the 
Northern Affairs Committee. 

The Iraqi government utilized tribal Sheikhs to recruit 
Kurdish fighters (Jahsh) in the war against Iran, and during the 
Anfal Campaign. The tribal Sheikhs would get paid by the 
Government of Iraq (GOI) by the niomber of Kurdish fighters they 
recruited. The Sheikhs who recruited the Kurdish fighters on 
behalf of the Iraqi government were known as Mustashars. 

Sabir believes the planning stages for the Anfal Campaign 
occurred between approximately 1985 and 1987. Three Corps' of the 
Iraqi Army were positioned in the Northern Region of Iraq at this 
time. The I Corps was located in Kirkuk, the II Corps was located 
in Diyala, and the V Corps was located in Mosul.. The Corps of the 
Iraqi Army concentrated on the war with Iran, while the Jahsh 
Battalions were responsible for defending the Kurdish territory. 
Each Corps had an Istikhbarat officer assigned to it who was 
responsible for gathering-intelligence. The Istikhbarat officer 
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reported directly to Sabir. Sabir formed two units of the 
Istikhbarat in the Northern region, the first unit was located in 
Kirkuk, and the second unit was located in Mosul. Both units 
reported to Sabir. General Farhan Jaaburi (phonetic) was in charge 
of the Northern Region Military Directorate of Intelligence and 
reported to the Northern Region Section located in Baghdad. The 
Northern Region Section in Baghdad would report to Deputy Wafiq A1 
Samaarai (phonetic), who was in charge of Section/Department III, 
which had responsibility over the Northern region of Iraq. The 
Iraqi Intelligence and Security Services reported to the Security 
Committee, who in turn, would- report to the Presidential Secretary. 
Copies of the operational intelligence and information reports 
would get disseminated to the Presidential Secretary, Minister of 
Defense, Chief of Staff, and Military Committee. 

During this time frame, Ali Hasan Majid (Blacklist #5) 
was stationed in Kirkuk and was responsible for the Ba'ath Party 
and the Northern Region. Sabir was unsure of the exact dates, but 
believes it was approximately 1987 that Ali Hasan Majid was given 
the authority by the RCC to become the Commander of the Northern 
Region of Iraq. Sabir initially advised the control of the 
Istikhbarat did not fall under Majid's authority, and later advised 
that Majid had complete'authority over the military and the Ba'ath 
Party. According to Sabir, Majid did not have the authority to 
meet with the Directors of the Intelligence Services, however, 

Majid would exert his power over them. 

Interviewers refreshed Sabir's memory and told him that 
Majid was given the authority as Commander of the entire Northern 
region of Iraq as referenced in RCC decree #160 dated March 29, 
1987. Sabir viewed a copy of this decree, which formally appointed 
command of the Northern Region of Iraq, to include the autonomous 
region of Kurdistan, to Ali Hasan Majid. RCC decree #160 gave 
Majid authority over the Foreign Intelligence Apparatus, the 
Internal Security Force, the Military Intelligence, the Popular 
Army, and the Military. (A copy of RCC decree #160 which Sabir 
viewed in Arabic along with the accompanying English translation 
will be maintained in a FD-340/l(A) envelope and marked as Document 
#'s 1 & 2). 

During the Anfal Campaign, the military was responsible 
for fighting on the front lines and clearing the areas of 
resistance. The Istikhbarat was responsible for gathering 
intelligence from within each of the Corps. Sabir did not have 
knowledge of Majid's specific defined areas of responsibility, and 
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advised areas outside of Majid's responsibilities would have been 
given to the military. The military was also responsible for 
removing the Kurdish population in the Northern Region, and the 
Governors in each of those areas were responsible for relocating 
the displaced Kurds. Each Governor was responsible for reporting 
directly to Majid. 

Sabir viewed twenty-five pages of documents in Arabic 
which centered around the time frame of 1987 involving pre-Anfal 
and Anfal Campaign activities. The copies of documents describe 
correspondence between different entities within the Iraqi 
Government involving the use of "Special Ammunition" in the 
Northern Region of Iraq., Sabir acknowledged that Special 
Ammunition was a term used by the Iraqi government to represent 
Chemical Weapons (CW). 

Sabir doesn't remember each and every document, however, 
did verify his signature on the bottom of several of the documents,, 
and thus concluded they were authentic. (A copy of the twenty-five 
pages of documents viewed by Sabir, and the accompanying English 
translation will be maintained in a FD-340/1(A) envelope and marked 
as Document #'s 3 & 4). 

While viewing the copies of documents, and upon verifying 
his signature, interviewing agents observed the following physical 
changes in Sabir. Sabir started to profusely perspire, his facial 
characteristics dramatically changed, and his lower lip began to 
uncontrollably quiver. Additionally, after explaining the April 
16, 1987 chemical weapons attack on the villages of Balisan and 
Sheikh Wasan, Sabir's eyes began to tear. Sabir stated that 
decisions made by President Saddam Hussein to utilize CW directly 
led to the deaths of the men, women, and children in those 
villages. 


The original plan to use CW was formulated in 1986 when 
it was perceived that Iraq was losing the war, which was due in 
part to the loss of the Faw Peninsula to Iranian forces. Sabir 
believes the general consensus was that the Iraqi forces needed a 
small victory to boost their confidence and continue fighting the 
war with Iran. The idea to utilize CW against Iran during the war 
was originally brought up by his subordinates within the 
Istikhbarat. The Istikhbarat's primary mission was to defeat and 
expel the Iranian forces, and not utilize the CW against innocent 
civilian populations which included women and children. Sabir 
advised the Istikhbarat was responsible for collecting information 
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for target identification and providing that information to the 
Iraqi military in 1987. 

Sabir viewed another document which was dated June 23, 
1987, drafted by Ali Hasan Majid of the Northern Bureau Command, to 
the Commander's of the I, II, and V Corps. This memo set policy on 
dealing with the Kurds by turning the prohibited areas in the 
Northern Region of Iraq into free fire zones, and ordered the 
arrest, interrogation and summary execution of all those aged 15-70 
who were found in the prohibited areas. In addition, it gave 
permission to the pro-government Kurdish militias (Jahsh), to keep 
everything they might seize in those prohibited areas, not only 
light weapons but also personal belongings. Sabir acknowledged 
this memo and reiterated that Majid had the authority to act on his 
own, and had the support of President Saddam Hussein and the RCC. 

(A copy of the document viewed by Sabir in Arabic, and the 
accompanying English translation will be maintained in a FD- 
340/1(A) envelope and marked as Document #'s 5 & 6). 
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Date of transcription 06/07 72004 

Muhammad Hamza A1 Zubaydi, (Black List #9), date of birth 
July 28, 1938, was interviewed at a detention facility located at 
the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents identified themselves as representatives of the 
United Sta tes Government fr om Washington, DC. FBI Language 
Specialist | I provided Arabic/English translation. 

Hamza provided the following information: 

In 1987, Hamza was in charge of the Northern Bureau of 
the Ba'ath Party, and claims that his role was that of a 
politician. He did not have control or responsibility over the 
Iraqi military. From approximately 1985 to 1987, Hamza received 
his orders from Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri, however, if there were 
orders that were of significant importance. President Saddam 
Hussein would provide them to Hamza through the Presidential 
Secretary. Hamza would receive his orders telephonically or in 
writing through the Presidential Secretary's office. 

Hamza initially denied there were problems in the 
Northern Region of Iraq during his tenure, however, later stated 
there were two Kurdish factions headed by Barzani and Talabani, 
that were resisting against the government. Barzani's group was 
located in the Irbil, Dohak and Mosul areas; and Talabani's group 
was in the area of Sulaymaniyah to the Iranian border. Talabani's 
goal was to separate the Kurds from Iraq so they would gain their 
independence. Of the two groups, Barzani's was the more worthy 
adversary according to Hamza. Both Kurdish groups were working 
with the Iranians and threatening the sovereignty of the Iraqi 
Government. Hamza then admitted there was unrest in the Northern 
Region of Iraq but continued to deny there was a war, or fighting 
against the Kurds. 

Conditions in the North began to deteriorate with 
Talabani's group, and Hamza remembers between approximately 1986 
and 1987, his orders were to quell the violence, and bring the 
parties together to resolve the situation. Hamza's attempts to 
resolve the situation with the Kurds failed, and he was 
subsequently replaced as the Northern Bureau Commander. By 
Revolutionary Command^Council (RCC) decree #160, dated March 29, 
1987, Ali Hasan Majid ±iecame.,the Commander of the Northern Bureau 
and was given, accordincT to Hamza, unprecedented authority over the 
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Iraqi military and Ba'ath Party. Hamza stated that Majid was a 
relative of President Saddam Hussein, and that was the primary 
reason he was given so much authority. Hamza found out he was 
being replaced through a telephone call and via written orders from 
the Presidential Secretary. He did not question the orders he 
received from Baghdad, and advised he would have been put to death 
if he hadn't followed the orders. 

Hamza returned to Baghdad and was placed in an 
administrative position within the government. President Hussein 
did not speak with Hamza about his performance as the Commander in 
the Northern Region, however, did state that it was for the best 
that he was replaced by Ali Hasan Majid. 

Hamza acknowledged the fact that chemical weapons (CW) 
were utilized in the Northern Region of Iraq during this time 
frame, however, doesn't know what the governments reason was to 
utilize them. He allegedly learned of the use of the CW through 
radio broadcasts. 

Regarding the 1991 Shia Uprising (Intifada) in the 
Southern Region of Iraq. Hamza remembered that he was the Minister 
of Transportation during this time frame and believes he was sent 
to Nasiriyah because he was a Shia, and was familiar with the area. 
Hamza continued to maintain that the 1991 Intifada was resolved in 
a peaceful manner. Interviewers challenged Hamza and reminded him 
that he previously admitted to the fact that there were violent 
acts committed against the Shia population. Hamza admitted to 
slapping an individual in the back of the head and advised that was 
the extent of his physical abuse. 

He vehemently denies ever killing anybody, ordering 
executions, or witnessing any executions or atrocities during the 
1991 Intifada in Nasiriyah. Hamza responded by saying that 
President Saddam Hussein should be held responsible for the 
violence that occurred during the 1991 Intifada. 

Hamza concluded by saying Saddam Hussein should be 
brought to justice, but failed to elaborate or articulate why he 
should be brought to justice. 
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Session Number: 25 
SSA George L. Piro 

(U) While engaging SSA George L. Piro in casual 

conversation in his detention cell, SADDAM HUSSEIN provided 
the following information: 

^ SSA Piro discussed with HUSSEIN Iraq's 
relationship with Al-Qaeda. HUSSEIN provided a brief 
historical account of conflicts between religion, specifically 
Islam, and historical rulers. HUSSEIN stated that he was a 
believer in God but was not a zealot. HUSSEIN believed that 
religion and government should not mix. Additionally, the 
Ba'ath Party ideology was not religiously based, as its 
founder was a Christian. However, HUSSEIN was clear that he 
opposed anyone who collaborated with the West against his 
country. 


(^1 ; HUSSEIN stated USAMA BIN LADEN's ideology was no 

different than the many zealots that came before him. The two 
did not have the same belief or vision. HUSSEIN claimed he 
had never personally seen or met Bin Laden. SSA Piro advised 
HUSSEIN there is clear evidence the Iraqi Government had 
previously met with BIN LADEN. SSA Piro specifically cited 
FAROUQ HIJAZI's (BL #104), former IIS M-4 Director, meeting 
with BIN LADEN in Sudan in 1994, ABU HAFS AL-MAURITANI's two 
visits to Baghdad, and his request for financial assistance of 
ten million dollars. HUSSEIN replied "yes". HUSSEIN stated 
the Iraqi government did not cooperate with BIN LADEN. SSA 
Piro asked HUSSEIN "why not" since Iraq and BIN LADEN had the 
same enemies. United States and Saudi Arabia. SSA Piro then 
cited him the quote "my enemy's enemy is my brother". .HUSSEIN 
replied that the United States was not Iraq's enemy, but that 
HUSSEIN opposed its politics. If he wanted to cooperate with 
the enemies of the United States, HUSSEIN would have with 
North Korea, which he claimed to have a relationship with, or 
China. 

(U) HUSSEIN stated that the United States used the 

9/11 attack as a justification to attack Iraq. The United 
States had lost sight of the cause of 9/11. SSA Piro advised 
HUSSEIN that due to Iraq's contradiction between its 
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statements and actions, many believe Iraq miscalculated the 
effects of the 9/11 attack on the American people and its 
leaders. Iraq denied having any connection with BIN LADEN or 
Al-Qaeda, but evidence showed continued contact between the 
two. HUSSEIN denied miscalculating the effects of the attack, 
but he did not have any options in front of him. The only 
choice he was given was to leave Iraq which he claimed was not 
an option. 


SSA Piro asked HUSSEIN why was Iraq the only 
country to applaud the 9/11 attack, which HUSSEIN immediately 
denied. SSA Piro advised HUSSEIN that the Iraqi newspapers 
were reported to have applauded the attack. HUSSEIN stated 
that he wrote editorials against the attack, but also spoke of 
the cause which led men to commit these acts. The cause was 
never reviewed which could create such hatred to kill innocent 
people. After the attack, TARIQ AZIZ wrote personal letters 
denouncing the attack to two individuals, one possibly Ramsey 
Clarke, which AZIZ personally knew. These letters served as 
informal means of communications for Iraq to denounce the 
attack. HUSSEIN stated he could not make any formal 
announcement as Iraq considered itself at war with the United 
States. HUSSEIN was asked if that was why the request of the 
Iraqi Ambassador to the United Nations, MUHAMMAD AL-DURI, to 
attend the 9/11 memorial was denied by the Council of Four. 

It took the Minister of Foreign Affairs' personal request to 
HUSSEIN to obtain permission for the embassador to attend the 
memorial. HUSSEIN stated he could not recall what transpired, 
but specifically remembered the ambassador attending the 
memorial. Again, HUSSEIN stated that the ambassador attended 
the memorial as a representative of the United Nations, and 
would not have attended as a formal representative of Iraq. 
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Session Number: 23 
SSA George L. Piro 


(U) '^hile engaging SSA George L. Piro in casual 

conversation, Saddam Hussein providing the following 
information regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD): 

(U) Saddam Hussein read SSA George Piro a poem he 

recently wrote. SSA Piro used this opportunity as a segue to 


discuss Hussein's speeches. SSA Piro advised Hussein that 
after hearing several poems from him, SSA Piro is now able to 
recognize Hussein's writing style, which was prevalent in a 
speech SSA Piro recently read. It was clear to SSA Piro that 
Hussein wrote his own speeches, which he confirmed further, 
stating all his writings came from the heart. Hussein claimed 
he did not enjoy reading his speeches, preferring instead to 
have his speeches read by others, such as news broadcasters. 
Hussein described the feeling of writing his speeches and 
giving them was the same as taking an exam. 

(U) SSA Piro then asked Hussein if he wrote his own 

speeches and they come from the heart, then what was the 
meaning of his June 2000 speech. Hussein replied this speech 
was meant to serve a regional and an operational purpose. 
Regionally, the speech was meant to respond to Iraq's regional 
threat. Hussein believed that Iraq could not appear weak to 
its enemies, especially Iran. Iraq was being threatened by 
others in the region and must appear able to defend itself. 
Operationally, Hussein was demonstrating Iraq's compliance 
with the United Nations (UN) in its destruction of its Weapons 
of Mass Destruction (WMD). 

(U) M Hussein stated Iran was Iraq's major threat due 

to their common border and believed Iran intended to annex 
Southern Iraq into Iran. The possibility of Iran trying to 
annex a portion of Southern Iraq was viewed by Hussein and 
Iraq as the most significant threat facing Iraq. Hussein 
viewed the other countries in the Middle East as weak and 
could not defend themselves or Iraq from a attack from Iran. 
Hussein stated he believed Israel was a threat to the entire 
Arab world, not specifically Iraq. 
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Hussein continued the dialogue on the issues 
relating to the significant threat to Iraq from Iran. Even 
though Hussein claimed Iraq did not have WMD, the threat from 
Iran was the major factor as to why he did not allow the 
return of the UN inspectors. Hussein stated he was more 
concerned about Iran discovering Iraq's weaknesses and 
vulnerabilities than the repercussions of the United States 
for his refusal to allow UN inspectors back into Iraq. In his 
opinion,' the UN inspectors would have directly identified to 
the Iranians where to inflict maximum damage to Iraq. Hussein 
demonstrated this by pointing at his arm and stated striking 
someone on the forearm would not have the same effect as 
striking someone at the elbow or wrist, which would 
significantly disable the ability to use the arm. Hussein 
indicated he was angered when the United States struck Iraq in 
1998. Hussein stated Iraq could have absorbed another United 
States strike for he viewed this as less of a threat than 
exposing themselves to Iran. 

101 M Hussein further stated that Iran's weapons 

capabilities have increased dramatically, while Iraq's have 
been eliminated by the UN sanctions. The effects of this will 
be seen and felt in the future, as Iran's weapons capabilities 
will be a greater threat to Iraq and the region in the future. 
Hussein stated Iraq's weapons capabilities were a factor in 
the outcome of the Iraq-Iran War. Initially during the war, 
Iraq had missiles with a limited range of approximately 270 
Kilometers (km), while Iran had no viable missile capability. 
The Iranians obtained long-range missiles from Libya which 
could strike deep into Iraq. The Iranians were the first to 
use the missiles, and struck Baghdad. Hussein claimed he 
warned the Iranians through a speech he gave, to cease these 
attacks. But the Iranians again attacked Baghdad. Iraq's 
scientists came to him and advised him that they could 
increase the range of Iraq's missiles to also reach deep into 
Iran. Hussein directed them to do so. Iraq responded to 
Iran's attacks by striking Iran's capital, Tehran, with its 
own missiles. Hussein stated the Iranians were up in arms to 
Iraq's strikes. Hussein stated that Tehran was more 
vulnerable to missile strikes due to its geographical design. 
Baghdad, on the other hand, was geographically spread out and 
broken up into districts making Iran's missile strikes less 
effective. Hussein identified this as the "war of the cities" 
and Iraqi actions were in response to Iran's. At that time. 
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Hussein recognized that Iran was at a disadvantage, as Iraq 
had the technology to design and develop its missiles, while 
Iran was forced to obtain its missiles from Libya. Iraq was 
limited only by its own production while Iran was limited by 
the quantity it could obtain. 

Hussein recognized that Iran continued to 
develop its weapons capabilities, to include its WMD, while 
Iraq had lost its weapons capabilities due to the UN 
inspections and sanctions. Hussein was asked how Iraq would 
have dealt with the threat from Iran once the UN sanctions 
were lifted. Hussein replied Iraq would have been extremely 
vulnerable to an attack from Iran, and would have sought a 
security agreement with the United States to protect it from 
threats in the region. Hussein felt such an agreement would 
not only have benefitted Iraq, but its neighbors, such as 
Saudi Arabia. SSA Piro agreed that such an agreement would 
have assisted Iraq immensely. SSA Piro noted due to the 
history between the two countries, it would have taken some 
time before the United States would have entered into such an 
agreement with Iraq. 

(U)Further, SSA Piro advised Hussein that 

paragraph 14 of UN Resolution 687 states that the disarming of 
Iraq was part of a total disarmament of the entire region, 
however, that portion of the resolution was not enforceable. 
The threat from Iran would have loomed over Iraq, especially 
as Iran had continued to advance its weapons capabilities. 

SSA Piro commented that under those circumstances, it would 
appear that Iraq would have needed to reconstitute its own 
weapons program in response. Hussein replied that Iraq would 
have done what was necessary and agreed that Iraq's technical 
and scientific abilities exceeded others in the region. 

(U) Hussein commented he allowed the UN inspectors 

back into Iraq to counter allegations by the British 
Government. Hussein stated this was a very difficult decision 
to make, but the British Government had prepared a report 
containing inaccurate intelligence. It was this inaccurate 
intelligence on which the United States was making their 
decisions. However, Hussein admitted that when it was clear 
that a war with the United States was imminent, he allowed the 
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inspectors back into Iraq in hopes of averting war. Yet, it 
became clear to him four months before the war that the war 
was inevitable. 

I'll X Hussein reiterated he had wanted to have a 

relationship with the United States but was not given the 
chance, as the United States was not listening to anything Iraq 
had to say. Further, he was concerned about the United State's 
advanced technological capabilities and resources. 

(U) On another matter, Hussein stated he only 

recalls using the telephone on two occasions since March 1990. 
Additionally, Hussein did not stay at the same location for 
more than a day, as he was very aware of the United States's 
significant technological capabilities. Hussein communicated 
primarily through the use of couriers to communicate or would 
personally meet with government officials to discuss pertinent 
issues. Hussein stated that a technologically under-developed 
country, such as Iraq, was vulnerable to the United States. 

(U) The discussion then turned to the new interim 

President of Iraq, Sheikh Ghazi Al-Yawar. Hussein stated Al- 
Yawar came from a good family and would be favored by the other 
countries in the region, especially Saudi Arabia. Hussein 
stated it appeared the United States had put a lot of thought 
into Al-Yawar's appointment, as Al-Yawar was a good selection. 
SSA Piro told Hussein the selection of Al-Yawar was not solely 
made by the United States, but was a joint effort by the United 
States and UN. The selection of the new Iraqi Government was 
based on the needs voiced by the Iraqi people. The new Iraqi 
Government has a strong foundation on which to build on as it 
progresses in its work to serve the Iraqi people. SSA Piro 
then asked Hussein how he personally felt about their 
discussion of a new President and Government in Iraq. Hussein 
began to respond in reference to Al-Yawar, but SSA Piro stopped 
him and asked how he personally felt. SSA Piro reminded 
Hussein that he had previously made it clear to SSA Piro that 
he still considered himself the President of Iraq. However, it 
is clear now to everyone that he is no longer the President, as 
there is a new President who is representing the country and 
the people of Iraq. SSA Piro told Hussein he is no longer the 
President of Iraq; he was done. Hussein replied yes he knows, 
saying what could he do as it was God's choice. SSA Piro asked 
him if he had any thoughts about his future and Hussein stated 
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that it was in God's hands. SSA Piro pointed out to Hussein 
that God was very busy and that God had more important issues 
than he and SSA Piro. Hussein agreed, at which point, SSA Piro 
told Hussein that his life is nearing its end, and asked him if 
he wanted the remainder of his life to have meaning, to which 
he responded yes. 

SSA Piro informed Hussein that he had surrounded 
himself with weak individuals, who are now refusing to take any 
responsibility for the actions of the former government. The 
other High Value Detainees were putting the blame for all of 
Iraq's mistakes on Hussein, to which Hussein replied by saying 
what could he do. Hussein recognizes that he may bear the 
responsibility or blame while others will attempt to distance 
themselves. 
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Date of transcription 03/21/2004 

On 03/21/2004, All Hasan Al-Majid (Black List #5) was 
interviewed at a military detention facility at Baghdad 
International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Al-Majid was advised 
the interviewing agents were representatives of the United States 
Government. The interview was monitored by a representative of the 
military Joint Interrogation Deta inee Cell (JIDC). FBI Language 

Specialist (LS)_provided Arabic/English 

translation. Ai-Majid provided the following information: 

During the years 1987 through 1989, Al-Majid served as 
Secretary General of the Ba^ath Party'^ s Northern Bureau Command 
with responsibility over northern Iraq including Kurdish territory. 
Iraq was divided into the Northern, Central, Euphrates, and 
Southern Sectors. Al-Majid replaced Mohammad Hamza Zubaydi (Black 
List #9), former Secretary General. Saddam Hussein appointed 
Al-Majid to this position during a meeting of the Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC). At the meeting, Hussein informed Al-Majid 
of his new responsibilities while simultaneously appointing Zubaydi 
as Iraqi Minister of Transportation. Al-Majid's appointment was 
made personally by Hussein, as he was clearly in charge, and no 
vote was taken by the RCC. Prior to this appointment, Al-Majid was 
the Deputy Commander of the Ba'ath Party's Military Organization. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a copy of a document written 
in Arabic, described as RCC decree number 160, dated March 29, 

1987, signed by Saddam Hussein, which sets forth details regarding 
Al-Majid's appointment as, the representative of the Ba'ath Party 
for the northern region of Iraq, including the Autonomous Region of 
Kurdistan. Al-Majid acknowledged that this decree was issued and 
that it spelled out his authority over all civilian, military -and 
security agencies in the region. He stated a decree is issued at 
the conclusion of an RCC meeting which details issues addressed by 
the RCC. Al-Majid denied, however, having authority over the 
military forces or security services in the region, as the security 
services are never subordinate to anyone in the government except 
Hussein. The security services, Fedayeen Saddam, and Saddam's Cubs 
answered to Hussein only and took their instructions only from 
Hussein. Al-Majid received a copy of decree number 160 in writing 
at a later time. Immediately after issuance of the decree, he also 
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received additional instructions in writing from the Presidential 
Diwan which further defined his authority. 

As specified to him in the additional instructions, 

A1-Majid only used the authorities in the decree for the 
"collectivization" of the villages in the northern region located 
within five kilometers (km) of provinces, and areas classified as 
cities, zones, or suburbs. This "collectivization" consisted of 
moving villagers from their homes to Iraqi government housing 
complexes. Per the additional instructions given to A1-Majid, 
areas outside of five km fell within the control of the military 
including cities near the border between Iraq and Iran. A1-Majid 
noted that the Anfal Campaign in Kurdish territory in 1988 was 
conducted by the military under the command of Sultan Hashim Ahmad 
Al-Tai (Black List #27). The instructions that followed decree 
number 160 set the aforementioned five km parameters and restricted 
Al-Majid's authority. A1-Majid acknowledged that he did delegate 
orders to the security services as it pertained to the areas under 
his span of control, but the services acted independently 
everywhere else to include their technical work. 

Al-Majid claimed to have once excused himself from a 
meeting where a discussion was to take place regarding the 
collectivization of villages outside the five km boundary. In 
Al-Majid's opinion at that time, such actions would have required a 
large budget, engineers, planners and other professionals which he 
did not have at his disposal. Al-Majid concluded that such tasking 
should have been controlled by the Minister of Housing. The 
Ministry of Housing had the responsibility for the construction of 
housing complexes for the villagers affected by the 
collectivization. Al-Majid's role was to inform the governors of 
the various provinces of the completion of the complexes to 
initiate the transfer of the villagers. 

Al-Majid claimed each province had a security committee 
composed of representatives from the various security services. 
These committees were not, however, under his control. If Al-Majid 
required assistance, he would seek it from the Army Chief of Staff. 
The military had two major bases, one in Suleimaniyeh and the other 
in Kirkuk, where the 1st Army Corps headquarters was located. 

Al-Majid does not hate the Kurds as they are Iraqis and 
his people. Just as the Arabs, the Kurds have good and bad people. 
Al-Majid claimed to have personal relations with many Kurds. 
Al-Majid had a good relationship with Jalal Talabani and claimed 





FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 


315E-HQ-1448534-302 


Continuation of FD-302 of All Hasan Al-Maiid 


,On 03/20/2004 , Page _3 


they had eaten at each other's homes. Al-Majid disliked Talabani 
but did not hate him. He affectionately, referred to him as the 
"sheikh of the saboteurs." Al-Majid stated "saboteurs" was the 
term the Iraqis used in official documents to describe Kurds who 
resisted Iraqi government rule. Al-Majid had only heard that the 
"saboteurs" had relationships with other governments such as Iran 
and Turkey, and eventually with the United States and other western 
countries. Iran entered into a relationship with the Kurds, 
whereby Iran not only benefitted from the relationship but also 
destroyed the Kurds Iraqi reputation. In 1987, Iran declared that 
year would be the last one of the Iran-Iraq War and sent its agents 
into Kurdish territories inside Iraq. Iran attempted to establish 
its presence in certain areas such as Halabja and others. 

According to Al-Majid, these actions necessitated military action 
by, Iraq. Al-Majid agreed that it was difficult for the Iraqi 
government to distinguish Kurds from Iranians or good individuals 
from bad ones. 

A1-Majid's powers in the northern region lasted 
approximately two years until April, 1989, but he does not recall 
whether an RCC decree was issued repealing his powers. Hassan Ali 
Al-Amiri replaced Al-Majid as the Secretary General of the Northern 
Bureau Command. In June, 1989, Al-Majid was appointed Minister of 
Local Government. 

Al-Majid denied having any knowledge of executions of 
Kurds in Northern Iraq. Al-Majid stated his duties included the 
collectivization of villages within the specified five km boundary 
into government housing complexes. Those villages outside of the 
five km boundary fell under the control of Nazar Khazraji, Iraqi 
Army Chief of Staff. As part of the process, Al-Majid ordered 
Kurds within the Ba'ath Party to explain the need for 
collectivization to the effected Kurdish population. Additionally, 
Al-Majid declared that no one, not even one person, would be moved 
until the land was prepared and electricity was established. As 
part of their relocation, the affected Kurds were given 3,000 Iraqi 
Dinars (approximately $10,000) to build new homes within the 
authorized zones. Alternatively, the Kurds were allowed to choose 
new living quarters within the government housing complexes. 
Al-Majid also coordinated the travel of those living in distant 
villages to their new homes by communicating with the governors of 
the provinces. These tasks required considerable effort from all 
the government services. 
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After the deportation or collectivization process began, 
A1-Majid believed that the Kurds and Iranians felt threatened. The 
Iranian insurgents previously would have had to walk only 
approximately five km in mountainous terrain to bordering villages 
where refuge or assistance was provided. However, because of the 
deportation process, this distance was increased and it became more 
difficult for insurgents to cross mountainous terrain without safe 
havens. 


A1-Majid agreed that most Kurds did not want to move or 
leave their homes. Those that did were seeking improvements such 
as electricity, refrigerators, and school teachers. If Kurds 
refused to be relocated, they were forced into vehicles and taken 
with their belongings to government housing complexes. Once the 
villagers were deported, the villages were leveled so as not to 
become safe havens for saboteurs. Al-Majid stated these were not 
his personal orders but those of the Iraqi government as it cost 
millions of dinars and required the efforts of all of the 
government's ministries. 

Interviewers played a portion of an audiotape of Al- 
Majid' s voice in Arabic. (This tape is described in a Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) report titled "Genocide in Iraq: The Anfal Campaign 
Against the Kurds," dated July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali Hasan Al- 
Majid Tapes, as a recording of a Northern Bureau meeting to review 
(.the campaigns of 1987 and 1988. According to HRW, the tape is 
undated but is in a batch dated January 21 and 22, 1989.) In the 
tape, Al-Majid discusses the previous decision to collectivize and 
destroy villages. Al-Majid acknowledged that the tape contains his 
words and his voice. He acknowledged that he ordered the 
destruction of homes within the prohibited zones after the 
residents were removed. Al-Majid acknowledged that he held a 
separate meeting wherein he instructed-those under his command that 
no house was to remain standing within the prohibited zones. Al- 
Majid also acknowledged that he informed his subordinates that he 
would tour the prohibited zones and if his orders were not carried 
out completely, he would hold the section commander responsible. 

During a portion of the same tape, Al-Majid stated that 
he discussed with Nazar Khazraji, Iraqi Army Chief of Staff, the 
failure of Tali' Al-Duri, 5th Army Corps Commander, to carry out 
his orders. Al-Majid claimed that this portion of the tape 
demonstrates that he did not have authority over the military, as 
Al-Majid could only complain about military officers that failed to 
carry out their orders. Al-Majid claimed that if he did have 
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authority over the military, he would have removed Al-Duri. 

However, Al-Duri was allowed to finish his assignment and continued 
to other posts. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a copy of a handwritten 
letter in Arabic, described as number 3324, dated May 14, 1987, 
from the Director of Security, Halabja Security Directorate to the 
Suleimaniyeh Security Directorate. The letter details an order by 
the Commander of the First Army Corps, as requested by Al-Majid, to 
execute wounded civilians, to use bulldozers to level 
neighborhoods, to impose a curfew, and to destroy with tanks and 
bulldozers any house which opens fire. Al-Majid denied knowledge 
of this order from the Iraqi military or any such request from him 
and suspects the document is a forgery. Al-Majid stated he would 
not have issued an order to a Corps Commander. In Al-Majid's 
opinion, the letter did not follow the normal chain of command. 
Al-Majid denied that civilians were executed after interrogations. 
He added that interrogations were the responsibility of the 
security services. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a copy of a document written 
in Arabic, described as number 28/3650, dated June 3, 1987, signed 
by Al-Majid, marked "Top Secret and Personal" directed to various 
military, political and security commands. It orders, in part, 
that the armed forces kill any human being or animal present within 
the prohibited areas. Al-Majid admitted to issuing such an order 
and that it was sent to the referenced agencies including the 
military. Al-Majid acknowledged the authenticity of the copy of 
this document and confirmed the authenticity of his signature on 
the last page. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a copy of a document written 
in Arabic, described as Directive 4008, dated June 20, 1987, signed 
by Al-Majid, addressed to various military commands. The subject 
of the directive is "Dealing With The Villages That Are Prohibited 
For Security Reasons." It lists certain actions to be effective as 
of June 22, 1987. Paragraph two states, "The presence of human 
beings and animals is completely prohibited in these areas, and 
these shall be regarded as operational zones in which the troops 
can open fire at will, without any restrictions, unless otherwise 
instructed by our headquarters. " Paragraph four statesin part, 
"The Corps Commands shall carry out random special bombardments 
using artillery, helicopters and aircraft at all times of the day 
or night in order to kill the largest number of persons present in 
those prohibited areas." Paragraph five states, in part, "All 
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persons captured in those villages shall be detained because of 
their presence there, and they shall be interrogated by the 
security services ,and those between the ages of 15 and 70 are to be 
executed after any useful information has been obtained from them." 
A1-Majid admitted issuing the order in paragraph two. According to 
A1-Majid, everyone, whether civilian or military, knew that no one 
was allowed in those areas as it was a theater of operations. 

Anyone caught in those areas, including women and children, was to 
be killed. Al-Majid denied issuing the orders in paragraphs four 
and five. Al-Majid acknowledged the authenticity of the copy of 
this document and confirmed the authenticity of his signature on 
the last page. 

Al-Majid was shown and'read a copy of a document written 
in Arabic, dated November 22, 1988, from the Deputy Brigadier 
General of Security, Director of Security of Erbil Province to the 
Section Security Chiefs. This document reiterates paragraph five 
of Directive 4008, dated June 20, 1987, and states that this 
portion of the directive "is to be applied to anyone present in the 
prohibited areas." Al-Majid questioned the authenticity of this 
document stating that such an order (Directive 4008) was already in 
effect and did not need to be repeated. 

Al-Majid stated that while he was authorized to issue 
orders to the military, he did not have the authority to take 
action against military meinbers if they did not carry out his 
orders. 

Copies of the documents referenced in this report are 
contained in the lA section of the file. 
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REQUEST 


OF CTD/TRRS 




On 03/25/2004, a source of known 

reliability whose reporting has oeen corroborated, was debriefed 
by Louisville. Review of this information reveals information 
of value regarding the Traqi Nuclear and Chemical Weapons 
programs. CTD/TRRS is requested to prepare an HR in order to 
p-rr.tri g inf ormahi nn ho TT.s. Army Ceij^tral Command 

for action. 


I identified in tnis section |_| 

I have information of value which 
they wish to provide to U.S. authorities. This information 
was previ ously provided to CTD/ITOS II/MEU but source advised 
have not been contacted by U.S. authorities. The 
debriefing is as follows: 
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(Serial 9) covered. 
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AT WASHINGTON. DC 
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CENTCQM regarding possible actionable intelligence regarding 

contained in instant coinmvinication. 
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AT WASHINGTON. DC 

(U) ITOS II/ISLU - For information and coordination 
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THE FBI DEBRIEFING TEAM CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING 
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m 66F-HQ-C1384970 (Pending) 

(U) 66F-HQ-C1384970 ' 

Title: DESERT SPIDER 

IT - IRAQ 

(H) ^opsisr_-(^ This EC directs all Dallas Supervisors to ensure 
^ sources are contacted for information relating t5 the 
p tential prosecution of Saddam Hussein (HVD #1) 


(U) j><^ 


Class^j^fd By 
ReasonyK 
Decla^i^ On 


11109, ITOS II/CTD 
1.5(c) 

XI 


Reference:^ 315E-HQ-1448534 Serial 9 


Details :M Referenced EC directs all Field Offices to canvass 

ciiraes®coitted°bS fh"" information regarding potential war 

crimes committed by the former Hussein Regime. 

1 I^ snticipation of the potential Drose^ciTt-'i nn n-F 

SupSvlSo?ri?e*to Siu^ nsainst humanity and Lr crimes, Dallas 

fS? fSoSItion ^ela??nS t Personnel canvass logical sources 

lor inrormation relating to crimes such as genocide torturp 

inhumane treatment, destruction of property^nd unlawful ' 

confinement comitted by Saddam Hussein and'^the foriefSissein 


6: 

















SE^ET 


To: 
(U) Re: 




Field From: Counterterrorism 

m 315E-HQ-1448534, 03/31/2004 


(U)__Supervisors ar e directed t o report negative and/or 

positive results via EC to SA _ Dallas Iraqi Program 

Coordinator, IT-1, no later than 04/14/2004. 


/^) FBIHQ/Dallas will make an attempt to ensure 
sources are protected and information will be used primarily for 
lead value. In instances where FBIHQ/Dallas believes that source 
information would be instrumental to the successful prosecution 
of Hussein or members of the Hussein Regime, FBIHQ/Dallas will 
coordinate with the respective field office/source handler. 


SEj 


.ET 


2 








To: 
(U) Re: 


# 


seMet 




Field Offices From: Counterterrorism 
315E-HQ-1448534, 03/31/2004 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Info) 

COUNTERRQRTSM 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 
(U) Read and clear. 
Set Lead 2: (Action) 

DALLAS 


ALL RECEIVING SUPERVISORS 

'''' ,X Dallas Supervisors will ensure their personnel 

canvass logical sources for any information relating to crimes 
such as genocide, torture, inhumane treatment, destruction of 
property and unlawful confinement committed by Saddam Hussein and 
the former Hussein Regime . Positive and negative results are to 


be forwarded via EC to SA 


Coordinator, IT-1, no later than 04/14/2004 


Dallas Iraqi Program 


♦♦ 


bo 

:b7C 
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(fev. 01-31-2003) 




DECLASSIFIED BY uc/baw 60324 
OH 06-26-2009 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 

To: Counterterrorism 

From: Oklahoma City 

Squad 4 
Contact: SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


Date: 03/30/2004 

Attn: ISLU/ITOS II'Room 4383 



(U) Gase ID #; 



(Pending 
(Pending) 
(Pending) 


(U) Titles (^ DESERT. SPIDER 
^ IT - IRAQ 

Spibpsis: /(^ Provide FBI Headquarters with response regarding 

information which may be relevant to the potential prosecution of 
Saddam Hussein. 


Reference! 


DerivedNFrom : G-3 

Declassi^r^On: XI 

315E-HQ-1448534 Serial 9 


Detaiisj^ The following information is being submitted to 
FBIHQ in response to leads set forth in the referenced 
communication. Oklahoma City requested all agents to contact 
logical sources regarding any potential war crimes or crimes 
against humanity. A review of Oklahoma City's control file 
established for the war against Iraq was also conducted. A 
summary of positive information follows. 

















































































To: sCcmnterterrorism From: Oklahoma City 
Re: 315E-HQ-1448534, 03/30/2004 






























(U) SOURCE 

For information contact OC SA 











To: Counterterrorism From: Oklahoma City 

’'(U) Re- 315E-HQ-1448534, 03/30/2004 

LEAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Info) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 

AT WASHINGTON. D.C. 

(U) Read and clear. 

♦♦ 
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DATE: 05^,Q7^2009 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sali/ES 
PEAS0l(Rei-.Q4-3}^p03) 

DECLASSir/ OH: OS-07-2034 



ALL IlFOPI-IATIOH COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
HHEEl SHOm 0^ 


.CON/NOFORN 


TB^H^tE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 


Date: 04/23/2004 


To: Investigative Technology 
- Counterterrorism 


Attn: 

Attn: 


UC I 

ssaH 

SC M. 


_I tru 

\ TRU 

Chris Briese,ITOS 


2 


SC Frankie Battle , 

uc| I 


ORS 

ITOS 2 


From: Counterterrorism 



(U) Title: DESERT SPIDER 

IT-IRAQ 


Synopsis: _ (S/OR.NF) 


(U) 


Derived Frbn^ Multiple Sources 
DeclassifjM^a^ XI 


be 

hl> 

b2 


Enclosures: 














SECRE 


IN/NOFORN 




To: Investigative Technology From: Counterterrorism 
(U) Re: 315E-HQ-1448534, 04/23/2004 



SECRET 


IN/NOFORN 










SE^PET>(QR^N/NOFORN 

To: Investigative Technology Frolti: Counterterrorism 
(U) JX^ 315E-HQ-1448534, 04/23/2004 


LEAP(s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

INVESTIGATIVE TECHNOLOGY 

AT TRU _ 

_ (S//0R,NF _ 


rq//np ^^w\\ 


Set Lead 2: (Info) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT ITOS 2 

(U) Read and clear. 
Set Lead 3: (Info) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT ORS 

(U) Read and clear. 


♦♦ 



3 
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SE^ET/ORCON/NOFORN 


DEi^^SSIFIED BY 60324 uc iait/sati/EE 
0I-i||k2-2009 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence; PRIORITY 


To: Investigative Technology- 


Count erterrorism 


Date; 04/23/2004 



Attn; 


Attn: SC M. Chris Briese,ITOS 2 

UC| llTOS 2 

SC Frankie Battle, ORS 


From; Counterterrorism 

Baghdad Operations Cen ter 
Contact; George Piro, 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: 
(U) Case ID #: 



Case ID #: 315E-HQ-1448534 (Pending) 

(U)Title;DESERT SPIDER 
^ ^ IT-IRAQ 

Synopsisj /^^/OR,NF) Request installation of secure FBI 
communications capability in support of the Desert Spider 
investigation at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , 
Terminal. 


WIP 


Derived Fn 
Declassify 


Multiple Sources 
XI 


Details; ^^)^/OR,NF) The FBI Desert Spider Team (DST) is 
currently interrogating Saddam Hussein as part of a joint FBI/OGA 
operation. The Desert Spider Team works and resides separate 
from the FBI' s main Baghdad Operations Center (BOC) . With the 
upcoming relocation of the FBI BOC from the BIAP to a new 
facility located in the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) 
area, the ability to have secure communications capabilities will 
be lost to the DST. In order to be responsive to the reporting 
and accountability requirements of FBIHQ, it is imperative that a 
secure means of communication, to include FBINET, be available. 
Additionally, the DST conducts a large amount of research on the 
Internet on topics relating to this project attainable through 


SE(^ET/ORCON/NOFORN 







iSESRET/ORCON/NOFORN 


To: sliroestigative Technology From: Counterterrorism 
(U)Re:315E-HQ-1448534, 04/23/2004 


open source reporting. Therefore, Internet capability is also 
critical for the analytical support of the operation. 

(U) X//0R ,NF) In furtherance of the joint DST, OGA has 

allocated a designated Sensitive Compartmented Information 
Facility (SCIF) located on the BIAP. This SCIF is in a 
controlled, secure area, which meets or exceeds FBI requirements 
for a storage container for materials up to the "SECRET" level. 
Once the secure communications equipment has been installed, the 
DST will comply with all security requirements for the receipt 
and storage of classified information. 


(U) 


(U) 


i^/OR,NF) TRU conducted the required survey for the 
installation of this secure equipment on 03/25/2004. As 
discussed with TRU personnel on 03/25/2004, it is requested that 
TRU install the appropriate communications equipment to provide 
secure communications to the DST, as soon as possible. 


/OR,NF) POCs for this matter are Superv isory 
Specia l Agbnf Geor ge Piro and/or In telligence Analyst 
^at telephone! 


be 

b7C 


SE 


:ET/ORCON/NOFORN 


2 









(SE^ET/ORCON/NOFORN 


To; 

(U) 




rr^stigative Technology From: Counterterrorism 
^ 315E-HQ-1448534, 04/23/2004 


LEAD(s) ; 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

INVESTIGATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
AT TRU 

(U) ^//OR ,NF) 1) TRU is requested to install secure 

communications equipment for use by the Desert Spider Team in the 
OGA allocated skiff located on the Baghdad International Airport. 

^//OR,NF) 2) TRU is requested to advise POCs and the 
FBI Baghdad Operations Center of travel plans and any special 
requirements necessary to install the above described equipment. 


Set Lead 2: (Info) 


COUNTERTERRORISM 


AT ITOS 2 


(U) Read and clear. 
Set Lead 3; (Info) 


COUNTERTERRORISM 


AT ORS 


(U) Read and clear. 


se)s;^et/orcon/noforn 


3 
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ALL IHFOKf'IATIOH COUTAIlffiD 
HEK^^IS DIJCLASSIFIED 
DAT^H|;-07^2009 by ®324 lic baw/saB/rs 


- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


04/05/2004 


On April 4, 2004, Ali Hasan Al-Majid (Black List #5) was 
interviewed at a military detention facility at Baghdad 
International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. The interview was 
monitored by a representative of the military Joint Interrogat ion 
Detainee Cell (JIDC). FBI Language Specialist (LS) 

[provided Arabic/English translation. Al-Ma;]id provibed the 
following information: 


Al-Majid was questiohed regarding a letter issued by the 
Iraqi Ba'ath Party Northern Bureau Command, dated April 6, 1987, 
signed by him. Al-Majid was nbt shown a copy of the document as 
none was possessed by the interviewer. (This document is described 
as letter S Sh/18/2396 in the Human Rights Watch Report (HRW) 
report titled "Genocide in Iraq: The Anfal Campaign Against the 
Kurds," dated July, 1993. It is referenced on page 13 and in . 
footnote 41 of the Prelude to Anfal section of the report.) 
According to the HRW report and as read to Al-Majid by the 
interviewer, the letter states the following, "By the authority 
vested in us by the Revolutionary Command Council's decree number 
160 of March 29, 1987, we have decided to authorize the chairmen of 
the security committees in the northern governates to confiscate 
the real and personal property of the saboteurs, provided that 
their properties are liquidated within one month of the date of the 
issuance of the confiscation decree." 


Al-Majid acknowledged giving such authority to the 
security committees, but does not remember the details. The 
confiscation discussed applied to money as well as real property. 
However, Al-Majid stated the authority for this order was hot based 
on Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) decree number 160. It was 
based on a separate RCC decree which authorized the confiscation of 
funds and property of individuals who worked against the Iraqi 
government as saboteurs. (Al-Majid stated in a previous interview 
that saboteurs was a term used by the Iraqi government to describe 
Kurdish rebels.) This decree also authorized the confiscation of 
the funds and property of individuals in the Da'wa Party. These 
two;,categories of individuals were considered to be hostile or 
anti-Iraqi government political forces.- Al-Majid does not remember 
the number or date of the other RCC decree. 



This.document contains neither recommendations nor eonciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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A1-Majid's directive regarding the confiscation and 
liquidation of property and money was issued to the chairmen of the 
security committees of each province in Northern Iraq. The 
liquidation of property was accomplished through auctions. 

A1-Majid emphasized that money and property were taken only from 
saboteurs who had been proven to have participated in sabotage 
activities against the Iraqi government. Al-Majid noted the 
confiscation was not limited solely to Kurds, but also applied 
Yezidis and Arabs as well. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a portion of a copy of a 
document written in Arabic, described as letter number 1/2713 of 
the Northern Bureau Command, dated April 10, 1987, issued by Radhi 
Hassan Salman, Deputy Secretary General of the Northern Bureau 
Command. This letter was distributed to all the Directorates and 
the Security of Chamchamal via.a cover letter signed by the Deputy 
Director of the Security Directorate of Suleimaniyeh Governate. 

The document states, in part, "His Excellency has ordered that 
[legal] cases of people from the villages prohibited for security 
reasons, or cases of the saboteurs, regardless of their nature, not 
be heard and to freeze the cases that have already been heard." 

(The copy of this document was obtained from the HRW report titled 
"Bureaucracy of Repression: The Iraqi Government in Its Own 
Words," dated February, 1994. It appears on pages 35-36 of the 
report.) 

Al-Majid stated, "I do not remember this." He added that 
all Northern Bureau Command orders were issued by him and not by 
his deputy. Al-Majid acknowledged that Salman was the Deputy 
Secretary General of the Northern Bureau Command. He asserted that 
he would not have tasked Salman with issuing such an order and that 
Salman did not issue it in A1-Majid's absence. He stated that all 
[legal] cases are matters for courts of law and are not matters for 
the security committees. Al-Majid acknowledged that he did issue 
similar instructions to the courts in approximately June, 1987. He 
directed the courts not to hear cases and/or to postpone cases 
regarding individuals from the prohibited zones. In these zones, 
villages were cleared of people, their residences were demolished, 
and the residents were relocated to government housing complexes. 
Al-Majid reiterated that such an order would have been issued only 
by him and would have been logically directed to the courts and not 
to the security committees. He added that the security services 
were not in charge of the courts. When questioned about the 
authenticity of the document and whether he thought it was a 
forgery, Al-Majid stated, "I do not know. Maybe." 
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A1-Majid was questioned regarding an order issued by him 
to the Security Directorates of the Northern Bureau directing the 
execution of all "first-degree relatives of criminals." A1-Majid 
was not shown a copy of two documents referencing this order as 
neither was possessed by the interviewer. (The two documents are 
described as a handwritten note, dated November 20, 1989, from the 
Security Chief, Interrogating Officer, Amn Office in Suleimaniyeh 
to an Iraqi citizen and letter number 106309, dated May 1, 1987, 
from the Security Directorate of the Autonomous Region. These 
documents are referenced in the previously described HRW report 
dated July, 1993, Prelude to Anfal section, pages 13-14.) 

According to the HRW report and as noted to A1-Majid by the 
interviewer, the handwritten note provides a response to an Iraqi 
citizen's request for information regarding his missing parents and 
brother. The note states that the brother was executed July. 12, 
1987 as "a member of the group of Iranian saboteurs." The note 
further explains that the parents were executed May 19, 1987 "in 
compliance with the order from the Struggling Comrade Ali Hasan 
Al-Majid, member of the Regional Command [of the Ba'ath Party], 
that was relayed to us by letter number 106309 of the Security 
Directorate of the Autonomous Region, dated May 1, 1987, regarding 
the liquidation of first-degree relatives of criminals." 

Al-Majid stated that he did not issue an order to execute 
the first-degree relatives of saboteurs. In July/August, 1987, he 
did, however, order the "deportation" of the first-degree relatives 
of saboteurs to the prohibited areas. Al-Majid issued this order 
to ensure the security of the cities. He was responsible for the 
security of the cities and areas within five kilometers of the 
cities. First-degree relatives included only the fathers of the 
saboteurs. It did not include the female relatives such as an 
individual's mother, sister, or daughter. 

As previously described, prohibited areas were those 
regions where the Iraqi government had already removed the citizens 
and relocated them to government housing complexes. The order' 
regarding deportation of first-degree relatives was intended to 
force fathers to control the actions of their sons. After the 
"gathering of people" into Iraqi government housing complexes, Al- 
Majid stated any acts of sabotage against the government would 
result in implementation of this order. Al-Majid wanted the sons 
who were saboteurs, and the consequences of their actions, to be a 
"pressuring factor" on the fathers. Al-Majid ordered first-degree 
relatives only to be deported to prohibited areas so that the 
security committees did not expand the order to include other 
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relatives. He acknowledged that other relatives including mothers, 
sisters, and daughters could have elected to join their relatives 
who had been ordered "deported" to the prohibited areas. 

A1-Majid further acknowledged that Directive 4008 issued 
by him effective June 22, 1987 was still in effect at the time of 
his issuance of the order regarding first-degree relatives. As 
previously stated by A1-Majid and reiterated in this interview, 
anyone caught in the prohibited areas after June 22, 1987, 
including women and children, was to be killed. He added that 
Directive 4008 was modified in September, 1987 to allow farming in 
certain areas. When questioned whether the deportation of first- 
degree relatives to prohibited areas was tantamount to sentencing 
them to death because of Directive 4008, Al-Majid stated, "Why 
would we deport them to a prohibited area [so that they would be 
killed] when we could kill them?" When the interviewer suggested 
that perhaps this procedure was meant to minimize the "blood on the 
hands" of Al-Majid and others, Al-Majid offered no reply. 

Al-Majid noted that saboteurs and first-degree relatives 
were given one month to decide whether they wanted to stay or 
leave. If they decided to remain in government housing complexes, 
they were required to pledge not to commit acts of sabotage against 
the Iraqi government. 

Al-Majid denied chairing a meeting on or around September 
6, 1987 of senior Ba'ath Party officials to discuss the national 
census of October 17, 1987. (This meeting and the national census 
are referenced in the previously described HRW report dated July, 
1993, Prelude to Anfal section, pages 17-20.) 

Al-Majid stated that he was not involved with the 
national census as this was a "scientific and technical matter" 
beyond the scope of his duties. He did, however, facilitate the 
work of the census takers by means of seminars and meetings which 
explained the census process to residents of the northern region. 

In the north, a Kurdish individual named Dr. Samal Majid Faraj, 
Iraqi Minister of Planning, was in charge of the census. According 
to Al-Majid, a census takes place every ten years in Iraq. 

Al-Majid denied that October 17, 1987 was viewed or 
treated by the Iraqi government as a "cutoff date" for the 
saboteurs in the north. He stated that neither a discussion took 
place at any meeting nor was a decision made to allow "subversives 
to repent" and "return to the fold" up to the day of the census. 
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A1-Majid denied that he ordered family members of "unrepentant^ 
saboteurs" living in government-controlled areas be forced to join 
their "saboteur kin" in the prohibited areas after the date of the 
census. As previously stated, he did issue an order to deport 
first-degree relatives of saboteurs prior to the census. However, 
A1-Majid stated there was no connection between that order and the 
national census. Al-Majid stated there were no parameters placed 
on the ages of. the "saboteur kin" or on the ages of the males 
ordered deported, including the age ranges between 12 and 50, 17 
and 50, or 15 and 70. 

Al-Majid characterized northern Iraq as "backward." For 
the census process, many translators were needed. Most residents 
of northern Iraq received information about the census and 
understood the instructions. According to Al-Majid, census takers 
did not travel into prohibited areas, which were under control of 
the Iraqi Army, and conducted their work only in cities and^ 
villages. Individuals were required to make themselves available 
to census takers in order, to be counted. If an individual failed 
to participate in the census, Al-Majid stated, ."He would be the 
loser." Without being counted, such an individual would have no 
citizenship and would not be allowed to send his children to 
school. However, other services, such as electricity and food from 
the government, were unaffected. 

Al-Majid stated that an individual could register for the 
census according to their ethnicity and religion, whether Arab, 
Kurd, Yezidi, Christian, Jew, etc. In northern Iraq, a person was 
not required to register only as an Arab or as a Kurd, and no other 
ethnicity. 


According to Al-Majid, an individual was not deemed an 
army deserter simply because of failing to register for the census. 
He noted that most Kurds neglected their military service. 

According to an RCC decree dated 1984/85, a Kurdish individual was 
required to serve only three months versus the normal three years 
of military service. As a result, some individuals registered 
themselves as Kurds during the census. Al-Majid recalled that four 
or five families in Mosul, whom he described as Jarjaris and as 
Arabs, registered as Kurds. This "error" was caught, however, and 
the individuals were directed to register their true ethnicity. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a portion of a copy of a 
document written in Arabic, described as RCC decree number 10, 
dated January 3, 1988, signed by Saddam Hussein, which amended RCC 
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decree number 677, dated August 26, 1987. The dociment states, in 
part, "The Party organization shall carefully examine the situation 
of military deserters and draft dodgers who are captured. The 
death sentence shall be carried out by the Party organization, 
after that examination, on every deserter or draft dodger who is 
captured if the duration of his desertion or draft evasion exceeds 
one year or if he has committed the crime of desertion more than 
once. The provisions of this Decree shall apply to all persons who 
evaded military service prior to its date of promulgation and who 
do not follow up with their recruiting departments within 30 days 
from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette." (The 
copy of this document was obtained from the previously described 
HRW report dated February, 1994. It appears on pages 89-91 of the 
report.) 


A1-Majid acknowledged that he had "heard about" this 
decree, but stated he does not remember actually seeing it or the 
details contained within it. He denied that there was a connection 
between RCC decree number 10 and the national census. Al-Majid 
further denied there was a connection between registering or 
failing to register for the census and military service. Al-Majid 
reiterated that an individual was not deemed a deserter or draft 
dodger simply because he failed to register for the census. He 
added that RCC decree number 10 and its order to execute deserters 
and draft dodgers did not come into effect because an individual 
failed to register for the census. Al-Majid reiterated that those 
who failed to participate in the census lost their citizenship 
documents. 


The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of Al-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 9:55 to 16:06 of the tape. (The copy of this 
audiotape was obtained by the interviewer from 


be 

b7C 


United Kingdom Liaison on Transitional Justice) uttice or Human 
Rights & Transitional Just ice. Coal ition Provisional Authority, 
Baghdad, Iraq. Per FBI LS | ~| the copy of this audiotape 

closely approximates the translation provided in the previously 
described HRW report dated July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali Hasan 
Al-Majid Tapes. According to the HRW report, this recording 
documents a meeting Al-Majid held with members of the Northern 
Bureau and governors of the Autonomous Region of Iraqi Kurdistan on 
April 15, 1988. From context, however, it appears this recording 
took place in 1987.) 
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A1-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He added that he believes 
this meeting took place in April, 1987 rather than in 1988. 

A1-Majid stated that those present included the governors and 
Ba'ath Party secretary generals of each province of the Autonomous 
Region of Iraqi Kurdistan. These provinces included Irbil, Dohuk, 
Suleimaniyeh, Kirkuk, and Mosul. 

A1-Majid stated that in the audiotape he is speaking 
about the "gathering of villages" in the northern Kurdish region of 
Iraq. In the audiotape, he explains the difficulty with moving 
safely between cities in the north and the numbers of "martyrs" 
suffered at the hands of saboteurs. Al-Majid is encouraging those 
present to "speed up the process" of gathering or collectivizing 
the villages in the north. 


The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of Al-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 3:28 to 4:25 of the tape and states the 
following, "If you remember, when I was placed in charge of the 
Northern Bureau, I was also tasked with additional responsibilities 
[including] administration, the relevant Special Services, the 
Security and Intelligence ones, and the Army, and the civilian wing 
of the Party, and the military wing of the Party. These were my 
responsibilities, that's all. So, I was to work as I wished. 
Therefore, we started making our own decisions and in some 
instances, even in violation of the Leadership's instructions. But 
Comrades, this was three months ago. " (The copy of t his audiotape 
was obtained by the in terviewer from 


previously 

described. Per FBI LS| | the copy of this audiotape appears 

to be a portion of a meeting aetailed in the previously described 
HRW report dated July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali Hasan Al-Majid 
Tapes. According to the HRW report, a recording documents a 
Northern Bureau meeting to review the campaigns of 1987 and 1988. 
Also according to the report, the audiotape is undate d but is in a 


batch dated January 21 and 22, 1989. Per LS | the HRW 

translation of the audiotape of this meeting appears to begin at 
approximately 6:15. The recording referenced here appears to be 
from the same meeting and precedes the HRW translation.) 


be 

b7C 


Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He added that this audiotape 
recorded a meeting held by Al-Majid with Nazar Khazraji, Iraqi Army 
Chief of Staff, Kamil Sajid, the Army First Corps_Commander, Sultan 
Hashem, the Commander of the Anfal Operation, Tali'a Al-Duri, 
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outgoing Army Fifth Corps Commander, Yunis Zareb, incoming Army 
Fifth Corps Commander, and the Secretary Generals of the Ba'ath 
Party Sections. A1-Majid believes this meeting .took place in late 
1988 or early 1989. 

A1-Majid stated that despite the impressions which may be 
given to the listener of this audiotape regarding the official in 
charge of the meeting and the person in charge of the military, he 
was only responsible for the cities and "what was in between the 
cities." Specifically, A1-Majid stated he was in charge of the 
"security of the cities" and the "security committees of the 
cities" during the period he served as Secretary General of the 
Northern Bureau Command. He added that he -"had nothing to do with 
Iranian intelligence." A1-Majid reiterated that he was only in 
charge of the cities and roads connecting cities in northern Iraq. 
The Iraqi military was in charge of all other territory within that 
portion of the country. Within cities, A1-Majid commanded military 
forces, intelligence services, security services, and all other 
government agencies. , A1-Majid stated he was in charge of the 
cities of Suleimaniyeh, Bazyan, Chamchamal, Koysanjaq, Al-Rabie, 
Kirkuk,' Alton Kopri, Erbil, Shaqlawa, Hareer, Zakho, and Khabat. 

He added that he was in charge of the provinces of Dokan, Mosul 
(except Agra) , and Kirkuk (except Qader Karam). 


The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of A1-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 8:25 to 9:28 of the tape. (The copy of this 
audiotape was obtained by the i nt arvi e.wp.r from 


the copy of this 


previously described. Per FBI LS 
audiotape closely approximates the translation provided in the HRW 
report July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali Hasan A1-Majid Tapes. 
According to the HRW report, this recording documents a Northern 
Bureau meeting to review the campaigns of 1987 and 1988. Also 
according to the report, the audiotape is undated but is in a batch 
dated January 21 and 22, 1989. The recording referenced here 
appears to be from the same meeting discussed in the previous three 
paragraphs.) 


A1-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He added that this audiotape 
recorded the same meeting which was just previously discussed. 

A1-Majid stated that he met with Khazraji because "he had work" and 
"I had work." A1-Majid remembers complaining to Khazraji during 
this meeting about the delay of the military in leveling villages 
where residents had already been removed. According to Al-Majid, 
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the village buildings needed to be removed as they often served as 
sanctuaries, for saboteurs. He added that after removal or 
"deportation" of villagers, the army had the responsibility to 
remove "what was left." 

During this meeting as acknowledged by A1-Majid, he 
criticized Tali'a Al-Duri, Army Fifth Corps Commander, because of 
his failure to execute his duties regarding the destruction of 
villages in a timely fashion. This complaint by A1-Majid placed 
the responsibility for handling this matter upon Khazraji. Al- 
Majid stated this audiotape shows that he was not in charge of 
military forces in northern Iraq during this period. If he had 
been in charge, Al-Majid would have removed Al-Duri and not just 
complained to Khazraji. 

Copies of the documents referenced in this report 
contained in the lA section of the file. 


are 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


04 / 10/2004 


On April 9, 2 0 04, Ali Hasan Al-Majid (Black List #5) was 
interviewed at a militaary detention facility at Baghdad 
International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. The interview was 
monitored by a representative of the military Joint Interrogat ion 
Detainee Cell (JIDC).. FBI Language Specialist (LS) | 

provided Arabic/English translation. Al-MajiC provided the 
following information: 


The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of Al-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 11:20 to 12:19 of the tape, 
audiotape was obtained t>y the interviewer from 
United Kingdom Liaison on Transitional Justice 
Rights & Transitional Ju-St ice, Coal ition Provisional Authority, 
Baghdad, Iraq. Per FBI LS| a translation of this audiotape 

closely approximates the translation provided in the Human Rights 
Watch Report (HRW) report titled "Genocide in Iraq: The Anfal 
Campaign Against the Kurds," dated July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali , 
Hasan Al-Majid Tapes. According to the HRW report, this recording 
documents a meeting Al-Majid held with members of the Northern 
Bureau and directors of the Ba'ath Party headquarters in the 
northern governates. Also according to the HRW report, the tape is 
dated May 26, 1988, but from context appears to be 1987.) 



Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He’added that he believes 
this tape recorded a meeting which occurred some time during the 
first half of 1988. Attendees included officials of the Northern 
Bureau who were the Secr-etary Generals of the Sections of the 
northern provinces. They were sometimes called the Directors of 
the provinces. These individuals included Nazar Yunis of Mosul, 
Tariq Kafi of Dohuk, Sonbhi Ali Al-Khalaf of Erbil, Khidhir 
Abdelaziz of Kirkuk, and Sayyed Aswad Ali of Suleimaniyeh. 


Al-Majid acknowledged that he is discussing the success 
of the depjqrtation campaign in northern Iraq during this taped 
session. He stated that the "gathering" of the people in the north 
brought them physically closer to the Iraqi government authorities. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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separated the saboteurs from the Iranians, and ended sabotage 
operations. 

The interviewer played a segment of the same audiotape 
from approximately 14:49 to 16 : 16 . 

Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He added that this tape may 
have been recorded at the same meeting which was just previously 
discussed or from a meeting with Nazar Khazraji, Iraqi Army Chief 
of Staff, and Yunis Zareb, Fifth Corps Commander, among others, 
discussed during a previous interview. 

During this meeting, Al-Majid is reviewing the positive 
results of the "gathering" of the villages. Al-Majid notes to the 
attendees that previous orders and decrees existed directing action 
against the,saboteurs. However, there was "no enthusiasm regarding 
or execution of" these directives. In fact, some individuals, such 
as Army Commander Tali'a Al-Duri, did not "follow up on their work" 
and destroy buildings as had been directed. 

Al-Majid stated that some villages had already been 
declared as prohibited before he was assigned as Secretary General 
of the Northern Bureau. These prohibited areas were specified on 
maps. 


Regarding the statement "I know how rotten the Army is. 

I am its son, and its commander, " Al-Majid stated that he was a 
civilian who was given military rank in 1991. He added that he was 
not the Army's "son." Al-Majid noted that he was a member of the 
military wing of the Party from 1968-91. Al-Majid further stated 
that when he said "I am its son, and its commander, " he did not 
mean that he was, technically, a military commander. He was 
referring to the time during which served in the military wing of 
the Party. 


In 1991, Izzat Ibrahim Al-Duri, Muhammad Al-Zubaidi, 
Mizban Hadi, and Al-Majid were all given military ranks. At the 
time, Al-Majid was serving as Minister of Interior. Al-Duri was 
given the rank of General, Al-Zubaidi and Hadi were given the ranks 
of Major General, and Al-Majid was made a Lieutenant General. 
Al-Majid reiterated that he had served as a commander in the 
Party's military wing, not in the professional Iraqi Army. 
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The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of A1-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 9:35 to 10:47 of the tape. (The copy of this 


audiotape was obtained bv the in terviewer from 


described. 


Per FBI LS 


a translation 6t this audiotape 


3 


previously 


closely approximates the translation provided in the previously 
described HRW report dated July, 1993, Appendix A," The Ali Hasan 
Al-Majid Tapes. According to the HRW report, this recording 
documents a meeting Al-Majid held with members of the Northern 
Bureau to review the campaigns of 1987 and 1988. Also according to 
the HRW report, the tape is undated, but is in a batch dated 
January 21 and 22, 1989.) 


Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He added that this is 
probably the same meeting with Khazraji and Zareb, among others, 
discussed during a previous interview. 


In the tape, Al-Majid stated that he is discussing 
"caring for the families of saboteurs" and is not discussing 
executing them. When questioned about his statement "I put his 
message to my head" and his seeming disregard of a message from 
Saddam Hussein to care for the saboteurs, Al-Majid asked, "I filed 
it in the back of my mind? I didn't listen to?" Al-Majid noted 
that if his intention had been to kill the people of the north, 
then why would he have "gathered" them and brought them closer to 
him. He stated that he would have sent the individuals to 
prohibited areas and the Army would have killed them. Al-Majid 
denied that a hypothetical act such as this is similar or identical 
to the actual order given by Al-Majid to "deport" the first-degree 
relatives of saboteurs to the prohibited zones, as discussed in a 
previous interview. 


Al-Majid stated that he had no intention to kill the 
families of the saboteurs. He pointed out that there were three 
levels or stages of the process within the five kilometer zones 
around cities, the only areas for which he had responsibility. 
First, the gathering, then the declaration of forbidden zones, and 
finally, the establishment of a "certain level of trust between us 
and them." Al-Majid noted there was "not much trust." Neither the 
Army nor the administration was allowed to go into the prohibited 
areas. Once trust was established, however, the residents of the 
northern region were allowed to farm in the prohibited areas. 
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A1-Majid stated that the goal of the campaign in the 
north was not to kill families, rather it was to end sabotage. 
From the five kilometer zones around the cities (Al-Majid's 
responsibility) , he noted that no one was deported back to the 
prohibited areas. Al-Majid added that no one was found in a 
prohibited area within the five kilometer zones. 


Al-Majid stated that citizens of the north who desired to 
move to other provinces were allowed to do so. Those moving to a 
different province in the Kurdish Autonomous Region were provided 
assistance in the form of funds from the government. 


The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of Al-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 3:30 to 5:00 of the tape. (The copy of this 


audiotape was obtained by the in terviewer from 


previously 


a translation of this audiotape 


described. Per FBI LS_ 

closely approximates the translation provided in the previously 
described HRW report dated July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali Hasan 
Al-Majid Tapes. According to the HRW report, this recording 
documents a meeting held by Al-Majid on April 15, 1989 to welcome 
Hassan Ali Al-Amiri as his successor as Secretary General of the 
Northern Bureau.) 


Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. This recording took place at 
a meeting in April, 1989 where Al-Majid is welcoming Hassan 
Al-Amiri as his successor. The attendees included officials of the 
Northern Bureau and possibly the governors of the northern 
provinces. Al-Majid is describing the situation at that time as 
"stable" and says that Al-Amiri is "the right person to take over." 
Al-Majid further states that it is not suitable for him (Al-Majid) 
to continue in this position. He does, however, offer to serve as 
an advisor if needed. 


The interviewer played a segment of the same audiotape 
from approximately 6:56 to 7:35. 

Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. The interviewer asked 
Al-Majid about the statement, "Tt will no longer be allowed for a 
member of the leadership to have power over the Army." Al-Majid 
stated that the extraordinary situation had ended in the north and 
these powers were no longer necessary. Once the transition had 
occurred, Jalal Talabani broadcast that Al-Amiri would not have the 
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.same powers as Al-Majid because he was not a relative of Saddam 
Hussein. In the tape, Al-Majid is not referring to his power over 
the Army in the entire northern region, but his power over the Army 
in the regions within five kilometers of the cities. As noted in a 
previous interview, Al-Majid stated that specific written 
instructions followed Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) decree 
number 160 delineating the responsibilities and territories of 
Al-Majid and the Army. These instructions were issued in writing 
from the office of the Presidential Diwan, signed by Ahmad Hussein 
on behalf of Saddam Hussein. Al-Majid received a copy of these 
instructions. Khazraji and Al-Majid met to determine how to best 
implement the orders. They discussed each others responsibilities, 
including Al-Majid's duties regarding areas within five kilometers 
of cities and the Army's responsibilities for all other territory 
in the northern region. 

The interviewer played a segment of the same audiotape 
from approximately 8:00 to 10:10. 

Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. In this recording, Al-Majid 
is referring to his first meeting with the'Army corps commanders, 
police, security services, and Party officials regarding the 
situation in northern Iraq. Al-Majid stated that while it is true 
he assembled all of these individuals for this meeting, "I was not 
in charge of the Anfal Operation." He stated that his 
responsibilities did not include the "gathering" of all the 
villages of the north. He reiterated his area of responsibility 
only included the cities and areas within five kilometers of the 
cites. Al-Majid opined that a "regular citizen" bearing witness to 
events during this time period might not have known the difference 
between the responsibilities of Khazraji and Al-Majid. 

Regarding the statement in the tape asserting "directives 
which are still in force and will remain in force, " Al-Majid 
stated that he is referring the early stages of the campaign in the 
north. He denied that this statement refers to Directive 4008 and 
added that this directive ended in September, 1987 when the Iraqi 
government granted permission for northern residents to farm. 
Al-Majid reiterated that all of his statements concern his area of 
responsibility at that time, cities and zones within five 
kilometers of the cities. 

The interviewer played a segment of the same audiotape 
from approximately 12:00 to 13:30. 
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Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. Al-Majid stated that his 
comments about an Army commander refer to Tali'a Al-Duri, Fifth 
Corps Commander. According to Al-Majid, Al-Duri asked that the 
campaign in the north be postponed for one month. Al-Majid refused 
this request and described Al-Duri as "reluctant" despite having 
been provided everything needed by Al-Majid. Al-Majid added that 
he was in charge of all things owned by the provinces, including 
bulldozers and other equipment. Such items were provided to 
Al-Duri to complete his assignment, which included destruction of 
the villages that had been evacuated. Again, Al-Majid stated his 
comments refer only to areas within five kilometers of the cities. 

The interviewer replayed a portion of an audiotape 
discussed previously during the interview. The segment replayed 
was from approximately 10:11 to 10:47 and included the statement, 
"No, I will bury them with bulldozers." (This recording is the one 
previously described as being in a batch dated January 21 and 22, 
1989.) 


Al-Majid denied that the audiotape played is a recording 
of his voice and his words. He stated, "Those are not my words." 
Al-Majid added, "I would neither bury them nor kill them. They are 
Iraqis." He stated that he did not bury people or order people to 
be.buried. Al-Majid added that he has never heard or seen others 
doing such things. He stated, "If I had done such a thing, I would 
tell you I was carrying out an order." 

Al-Majid acknowledged previous statements made by him 
during interview on February 4, 2004 including "I never used or saw 
anything about chemicals." Al-Majid again denied personal 
knowledge or responsibility regarding the Iraqi government's use of 
chemical weapons during the Iran-Iraq War, against the Kurds, or at 
any other time. He added, "I have never had any involvement with 
chemical weapons in my life." 

Al-Majid was shown and read a portion of a copy of a 
handwritten document in Arabic, described as letter number 
ShSh/4947, dated June 11, 1987, from the Security Directorate of 
Erbil Governate to the Security Directorate of Shaqlawa, issued by 
the Director of General Security of Erbil Governate. The document 
states, in part, "On 5/27/1987, our aircraft attacked the villages 
of Malakan, Talinan, Kandor, Bileh Aliya, and Bileh. Sufla in 
Khalifan subsdistrict, which harbor some saboteurs...A number of 
saboteurs were killed and about (30) people lost their eyesight as 
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AahJ ^ bombing including the family of Kamal Haji Khidr 

^ commander of the 12th [PUK] Division..." (The copy of 
this document was obtained from the HRW report titled "Bureaucracy 

FebSrv^^^S?! Government in Its Own Words," dated 

February, 1994. It appears on pages 62-63 of the report.) 

-K denied knowledge of this document or the events 

stated, "I have no idea about this " Al-Sid 
document is genuine. He note? 

matte??SnJ?»2^?S'^ 2°^ «rite about military 

i-io as those discussed in this document. A1-Majid further 
Shaqlawa was subordinate to Erbil. in his opinion it 
sSalawrho logical for a subordinate unit such as ' 

SST? no® communicating this information to a higher one such 

opposite direction of communication is 
ovm in this document. Al-Ma]id noted other discrepancies he 
perceived in this letter Including the lack of use of s?i?l 

thi^iTOOTtant® aSd\hf secret classification on information 

discussion of a matter in paraaraoh two 
which does not fall within the scope of the duties Sf ^teDire^or 

of Erbil. According to A1-Majid this is a 

he stated^JSit thS l^tLr 
Ki'Jr,? ^ ^ ^ action. The last section, paragraph four is 

blank and would normally include the action requested or any 

stated that he does not remember the name 
of the Director of General Security of Erbil. 

effects Al-Majid that one of the common side 

ertects of a chemical weapons attack is loss of vision The 

individual named as a victim in 
contacted by independent investigators 
Agha confirmed that he and his family had been temporarily blinded 
in a chemical attack on May 27, 1987. Al-Majid stated, "I have not 
heard of this attack, only one in the city of Halabja." 

• 4 -+- shown and read a portion of a copy of a 

handwritten document in Arabic appearing on official letterhead 
described as _ a letter, dated May 10, 1988, regarding the fourth' 

from the Third Shoba (branch) to thi Director of 
the Fifth Subdirectorate of Military Intelligence. The document 
makes recommendations for the use of "special ammunition" aaSnst 
the areas "Alsamaqolyat-Balisan and the villages existing in the 
eparate border zone between Corps 24 and Corps 23." The document 
also notes that on May 9, 1988 "...a directioS was issued to 






■ FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) 




315E-HQ-1448534 


Continuation of Fb-302 of _ All Hasan Al-Majid _, On 04/09/2004 , Page_8 


Special Ammunition Committee to study the issue. . . " (The copy of 
this document was obtained from the US Army Criminal Investigative 
Division.) 


A1-Majid denied knowledge of this document or the events 
described in it. He stated, in general, he did not know what took 
place between the Minister of Defense and military intelligence. 
According to Al-Majid, military intelligence reports directly to 
the President and only informs the Minister of Defense. He added 
that neither "special" nor regular ammunition was the 
responsibility of military intelligence. Al-Majid stated that the 
term "special" refers to chemical weapons. Any order to use 
chemical weapons would have come from Saddam Hussein or the Army 
Chief of Staff. Al-Majid believes such weapons would have been 
used only against Iran if, and only if, Iraq was in "a difficult 
situation." He stated that he does not believe it is the 
responsibility of military intelligence to search for saboteurs and 
direct' strikes against them. By 1988, Al-Majid asserted that the 
saboteurs had "reached the end" and the use of chemical weapons was 
not necessary. Control of the villages in northern Iraq did not 
require chemical weapons and the Anfal Operation did not require 
chemical weapons. Al-Majid suspects that this document is a 
forgery, but can not say for certain. 

Al-Majid was shown and read a portion of a copy of a 
document in Arabic, described as cover letter number 
M5/Sh3/Q2/9879, dated May 18, 1988, and an attached,report from the 
Director, General Directorate of Military Intelligence, to the 
Subdirectorate of Military Intelligence, Eastern Sector. The cover 
letter states, in part, "Enclosed is our special report about the 
Northern Region for the month of April, 1988. Please be informed." 
On page four, paragraph c, the attached report states, "After the 
special strikes against the villages where the headquarters and 
bases of the agents.were, their organization distributed a quantity 
of medical supplies against chemical strikes (injections and pills) 
among the inhabitants of those villages as well as neighboring 
villages." Paragraph (3) of the same page states, "The intensity 
of the artillery bombardments by our forces and the use of (the 
special ammunition) led to heavy losses among them. " (The copy of 
this document was obtained from the previously described HRW report 
dated February, 1994. It appears on pages 57-61 of the report.) 

Al-Majid denied knowledge of this document or the events 
described in it. As used in this report, he reiterated that the 
term "special" refers to chemical weapons. Al-Majid doubts the 
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authenticity of this document. He stated that if chemical weapons 
had been used in Iraq, particularly in the northern region during 
this time, "We would have heard. No such thing can be hidden." 

Al-Majid was shown and read a portion of a copy of a 
document in Arabic, described as cover letter number Q3/Qadissiyat 
Saddam/404, dated June 26, 1988, and an attached report from 
Captain Kifah Ali Hassan, Director of the Intelligence Center of 
Kalar to the Subdirectorate of Military Intelligence, Eastern 
Sector (Sh3). The cover letter states, in part, "Enclosed is the 
quarterly report about the saboteurs' movements within our sector 
during the first half of 1988. Please be informed." On page six, 
paragraph b, the attached report states, "During the month of 
March, 1988, our aircraft bombed the headquarters of the sabotage 
bands in the villages of Saywan (4596) and Balakajar (4294) in a 
chemical strike. This resulted in the death of 50 saboteurs and 
the wounding of 2 0 other saboteurs." (The copy of this document 
was obtained from the previously described HRW report dated 
February, 1994. It appears on pages 49-52 of the report. 

According to the HRW report, the numbers appearing in parenthesis 
in paragraph b are coordinates given to the villages by the 
military.) 


Al-Majid denied knowledge of this document or the events 
described in it. He stated that this report should have been 
forwarded to the Northern Sector, Al-Majid's assigned location. 
Al-Majid doubts the authenticity of this document. He added, "I am 
certain chemical weapons were not used in the northern or southern 
sectors of Iraq, only in Halabja." According to Al-Majid, the 
Iraqi government's use of chemical weapons in Halabja was directed 
against Iranians. He emphasized, "If I used them, I would admit." 

Al-Majid was shown and read a portion of a copy of a 
document in Arabic, described as cover letter number 
Sh3/Ql/Qadissiyat Saddam/16093, dated December 13, 1988, and an 
attached report from the Subdirectorate of Military Intelligence, 
Eastern Sector, to the General Directorate of Military Intelligence 
(Sh3). The cover letter states, in part, "The following is the 
information that we received from source number 2 02 about the 
sabotage movements:" Page five, paragraph 10a, states, "After the 
expulsion of the saboteurs of the First Section of the Barzani band 
in the Badinan Sector by our forces during the Final Anfal 
operation, six British journalists arrived in the tri-border region 
of Iran, Iraq and Turkey to see the saboteurs who had come from the 
above sector via Turkish territory and inteirview them about the 
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chemical strike undertaken by our forces." (The copy of this 
document was obtained from the previously described HRW report 
dat.ed February, 1994. It appears on pages 53-56 of the report.) 

Al-Majid denied knowledge of this document or the-events 
described in it. He noted that if this document is genuine, it 
proves that he was not in charge. Al-Majid was never informed of 
this matter. If he had been in charge, he would have been notified 
of this information. He added that he is unable judge the 
authenticity of this document. According to Al-Majid, the Iraqi 
government would not have had to use chemical weapons at that stage 
of the campaign in the north. The saboteurs were not stronger than 
the Iraqi military. Once the saboteurs were isolated from the 
cities, they "were weakened" due to lack of food, fuel, and other 
supplies. By this point in the operation, all the villages that 
could have provided assistance to the saboteurs had been removed. 
Thus, the Iraqi Army's advance into this area was not difficult so 
as to require the use of chemical weapons. 

The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of Al-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 21:59 to 26:44 of the tape and includes the 
statements "That evening, I went to Suleimaniyeh and hit them with 
the special ammunition," "I will attack it with chemical weapons," 
and "I will kill them all with chemical weapons." (The copy of 
this audiotape was obtained by th e intervie wer from I I 

previously described. Per FBI LS I I a translation of this 

audiotape closely approximates the translation provided in the HRW 
report dated July, 1993, Appendix A, The Ali Hasan Al-Majid Tapes. 
According to the HRW report, this recording documents a meeting 
Al-Majid held with members of the Northern Bureau and directors of 
the Ba'ath Party headquarters in the northern governates. Also 
according to the HRW report, the tape is dated May 26, 1988, but 
from context appears to be 1987.) 

Al-Majid stated that this audiotape was "assembled" from 
tapes of two different meetings. One meeting, in the first half of 
1988, was discussed at the onset of this interview, while the other 
took place in Mosul on March 30, 1991. 

When the cities of Suleimaniyeh, Dohuk, Erbil, and Kirkuk 
fell out of Iraqi government control in 1991, Al-Majid was tasked 
with "liberating" Dohuk. He invited Abd Jawad Thannoon, Governor 
of Dohuk, Nasir Said, Fifth Corps Commander, and all state and 
Party officials to a "reception" at the Mosul Hotel in Mosul. 
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There, Al-Majid gave a speech declaring "Whoever has a friend in 
Dohuk, I will attack with chemical weapons tomorrow." Said 
attempted to interrupt Al-Majid because he did not want the timing 
of the operation to be revealed. Al-Majid directed him to 
communicate this information to Dohuk. He wanted "the illusion" of 
a chemical weapons attack to be imprinted in the minds of those 
controlling Dohuk. Al-Majid stated that the Iraqi government was 
weak in 1991. Thus, the chemical weapons "threat" was used as a 
"scare tactic" against the saboteurs in Dohuk. 

Al-Majid directed the military to procure bags of flour 
or cement and attach them to helicopters. These aircraft were then 
used the following morning to spread the material over Dohuk and 
give the further "illusion" of a chemical weapons attack. Al-Majid 
used this "scare tactic" to reduce losses on "our side and their 
side." Al-Majid walked into Dohuk at 9:30 am the same morning. 

Some Iraqi military members would not enter the city, however, 
thinking that a chemical weapons attack had actually occurred. 

Al-Majid stated, "This tape has been altered." He added 
that the story he related about Dohuk is the real reason he is 
known as "Chemical Ali" and not because of Halabja. According to 
Al-Majid, Khazraji once told Abbas Mahmoud or Rasool Mahmoud that 
Al-Majid ordered the chemical weapons attack on Halabja. This is 
not true, however. 

A portion of this tape states, "Jalal Talabani asked me 
to open a special channel of communication with him. That evening, 
I went to Suleimaniyeh and hit them with the special ammunition. 
That was my answer." Al-Majid stated I inspected Suleimaniyeh and 
it was not hit. He added that he has never heard of such an 
attack, particularly with chemical weapons. He stated he did not 
order a chemical weapons attack on Talabani and his headquarters in 
the Jafati Valley near Suleimaniyeh. Al-Majid stated, "This tape 
is not correct." He claimed that he actually went to Suleimaniyeh 
to meet with Talabani and that the words "and hit them with the 
special ammunition" have been inserted into this tape. The 
remainder of the tape is a threat or scare tactic used by Al-Majid 
against the saboteurs in Dohuk. 

The interviewer played a portion of a copy of an 
audiotape of Al-Majid's voice in Arabic. The segment played is 
from approximately 1:54 to 4:17 of the tape and includes the 
statements ". . .we will surround them in a small pocket and attack 
them with chemical weapons. I will not attack them with chemicals 
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just one day, but I will continue to attack them with chemicals for 
fifteen days." The copy of this audiotape was obtained by the 
intervie wer from I I previously described. Per FBI LS 

~| a translation of this audiotape closely approximates the 
translation provided in the HRW report dated July, 1993, Appendix 
A, The Ali Hasan Al-Majid Tapes. According to the HRW report, this 
recording documents a meeting Al-Majid held with members of the 
Northern Bureau and directors of the Ba'ath Party headquarters’in 
the northern governates. Also according to the HRW report, the 
tape is dated May 26, 1988, but from con text appea. rs to be 1987. 

The copy of this audiotape obtained from I 1 though appearing 

to be from the same meeting, was provided to the FBI as a separate 
recording.) 

Al-Majid acknowledged that the audiotape played is a 
recording of his voice and his words. He stated that this is the 
same meeting with Ba'ath Party Section officials and Governors of 
the Autonomous Region of Kurdistan on April 15, 1987 discussed in a 
previous interview. 

Al-Majid commented that these statements are attempts at 
"psychological warfare" against the enemy in the beginning of the 
campaign against the saboteurs in the northern region. His words 
were used as a scare tactic, similar to what was previously 
described in this interview and would later be used in Dohuk. In 
Al-Majid's opinion, the saboteurs would be "weakened by words." 
Logistically, they would later be weakened by their forced 
separation from the cities. 

The interviewer questioned Al-Majid about the meaning of 
the sentences "I will not let the government get involved. I will 
say it is from here [the Northern Bureau] ." Al-Majid stated he was 
simply projecting the power of the Northern Bureau and that he had 
not exceeded his authority. 

The interviewer questioned Al-Majid about the statement 
"I told the expert comrades that I need guerrilla groups in Europe 
to kill whomever they see from them [the saboteurs] ." Al-Majid 
admitted to making this statement but asserted that it was simply 
part of the "psychological operations" against the saboteurs. He 
added that he had neither knowledge of nor authority over Iraqi 
government operations or operatives in Europe. However, Al-Majid 
believed that such a statement would become known to Talabani and 
would possibly diminish the strength of the saboteurs. 
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Date of transcription 05/13/2004 


On 05/13/2004 IBRAHIM AHMAD ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD AL- 
TIKRITI (BL# 13), former Chief of 'Staff of the Iraqi Armed Forces, 
was interviewed at a detention facility in Baghdad, Iraq. The 
•intPir Yiew we.s condu cted by Federal Bureau of Investigation Special 

L^and Defense Intelligence Agency representative 
^ The interview was done in English and Arabic 

ABD AL-SATTAR 


Agent 


with translations performed by 
MUHAMMAD provided the following information: 


In 1989, ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD was the commander of the 
Iraqi Army II Corps, serving as a Major General. The Army II Corps 
that he commanded served in the Iraqi Southern Region along the 
Iranian border from the summer of 1988 through the invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. During the withdrawal of Iraqi forces, ABD AL- 
SATTAR MUHAMMAD deployed to Basra with his forces. 


When the Iranians began their infiltration and military 
operations in Basra region on 03/01/2003 ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD was 
in the city of Basra. ALI HASSAN AL-MAJID was designated by former 
president SADDAM HUSSEIN to be in charge of all political and 
military operations in the entire Southern Region of Iraq during 
this time. ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD did not relinquish the command 
of his Corps to AL-MAJID directly. But AL-MAJID was ultimately in 
charge of all government affairs in the Southern Region. On 
03/02/2004, AL-MAJID met with ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD in Basra and 
demanded to know why the insurgents had not yet been put down. The 
source was leading military operations to suppress the insurgents, 
but it was not being accomplished in,.,the conduct and effectiveness 
that AL-MAJID demanded. 

The command and control of this operation was originally 
being conducted in a part of the city rfear the Ba'ath Party 
offices. Because of the instability of'the situation, the command 
group retrograded from this area to a military instillation outside 
of the city. 

ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD 'was aware that former president 
HUSSEIN had issued an order authorizing all Ba'ath members to 
exercise whatever powers necessary to suppress the uprising. Many 
people died during the fighting. ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD could-not 
account for what he did not see. He, physically, was not 
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collocated with his troops and could not see or control what they 
were doing. 

On 03/07/2004 AL-MAJID left Southern Region for Baghdad. 
At this time, ABD AL-SATTAR MUHAMMAD also departed the Southern 
Region and received his new assignment as a commander with the 
Republican Guard. 






DECLISSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/LSC 


(Rev. 08-28-2000) 


, NOFORN 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : PRIORITY 

To: Counterterrorism 


Attn: 


Date: 

ITOS II 
SC M- r.hi 
UC 

ORS'- 

SC Frankj 
UC 


06/16/2004 


Prom: Baghdad Operations Center 

Desert Spider Team 
Contact: George L. Piro, 


Approved By: Piro George 


Drafted By: Piro George L:g^p7 

^ ^ Case ID #: (V) 315E-HQ-1448534'' (Pending) 



Title: W) DESERT SPIDER; 

IT - IRAQ 

Synopsis: ^/OC,NF) To document Desert Spider's attempt to 

provide SSA George Piro a gift. 

(U) Derived-^— 

DeclassifyOir:—XI 


Details: (^/OC,NF) Since the commencement of the ICRC visits. 
Desert Spicer has received two care packages from his family. 
These packages have contained various items of clothing, such as 
pajamas, underwear and t-shirts, sandals, and personal hygiene 
items. 


^/OC/NF) On 06/13/2004, during casual conversation 
between SSA Piro and Desert Spider, SSA Piro informed Desert 
Spider that their time together was nearing its conclusion. On 
06/14/2004, Desert Spider gathered some of the items contained 
within both of his care packages, which he described more fitting 
for a young man than someone of his age, and attempted to present 
them to SSA Piro a:s .a gift^,. SSA Piro declined Desert Spider's 
gift offer, advising him that SSA Piro could not accept such 
gift, as well as it would be a shame for SSA Piro to take items 
that Desert Spider's family had gone through the effort to 
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To: Counterterrorism From: Baghdad Operations Center 

(U) (X) 315E-HQ-1448534, 06/16/2004 


purchase and send him for his use during captivity. Desert 
Spider became very agitated and advised SSA Piro that his conduct 
was insulting. Desert Spider reminded SSA Piro of the Arab 
culture, which SSA Piro should be very familiar with, that it was 
extremely offensive to Arabs for someone to refuse a gift once it 
has been presented. Under those circumstances, SSA Piro had no 
choice but to accept Desert Spider's gift and thanked him. 

(U) (^OC/NF) The gift consisted of two sets of new 

pajamas, tWo\sandals, and undergarments. SSA Piro took the items 
and immediately returned them into Desert Spider's personal 
property inventory maintained by the military at the detention 
facility. 

X/OC/NF) The items will be kept separate from Desert 
(U) Spider's other personal property, which he has access through the 
military guards to exchange worn clothing or obtain new personal 
hygiene items. This is being done so that Desert Spider does not 
realize that SSA Piro in fact did not accept his gift which may 
severely effect the relationship between the two. The military 
will maintain the aforementioned articles and will dispose of 
them appropriately. 
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On 06/12/2004, AHMED HUSSEIN KHUDAIYER (Black List #76) 
was interviewed at Camp Cropper Detention Camp, Baghdad, Iraq where 
he was being detained by the U.S. Army following his surrender to 
authorities in approximately April 2003. The interview was 
conducted by Federal Bureau of Investigatio n (FBI) Superv isory 

Special Agent George_L_Pi rn_Sner.i a] Agent and 

Language Specialist ! _j After being explained the 

purpose of the interview, KHUDAIYER provided the following 
information: 


One of the roles of the Presidential Diwan was to serve 
as the Secretary for the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC). As 
the Secretary of the RCC, the Diwan had the responsibility of 
formally promulgating any decisions that were finalized by the RCC. 
KHUDAIYER pointed out that most people who read the RCC results 
assume that they were the results of consultation and discussion. 
This was simply not true. SADDAM, the Head of State, who served as 
the Head of the RCC, assigned all decisions as a function of his 
own determination. No such meeting, per se, or consultations took 
place. If any meetings took place, it would have been limited only 
to SADDAM'S closest two or three people. Generally, these outcomes 
reached KHUDAIYER through the telephone or the Presidential 
Secretary Abid Hamid Mahmud al-Tikriti. 

When KHUDAIYER was given instructions, he would forward 
them to his legal section who would prepare a document. KHUDAIYER 
would then review the document and inspect it for typographical 
errors, formatting or any needed editing. 

KHUDAIYER was a shown a photocopy of Iraqi Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) Decree Nximber 160, dated 03/29/1987 [this copy 
is in the attached lA enveloped]. KHUDAIYER recognized it as the 
copy of an authentic RCC document in format and substance. RCC 
Decree Number 160 cited as references, two Constitutional 
provisions and a 03/29/1987 joint RCC and Ba'ath Party Regional 
Command meeting. RCC Decree Number 160 formally appointed command 
of the Northern Region of Iraq, (to include the Autonomous Region 
of Kurdistan), to ALI HASi^ AL MAJID AL-TIKRITI. It outlined the 
full authority of ALI HASAN AL MAJID's command, to include control 
of the Foreign Intelligence Apparatus, the Internal Security Force, 
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the Military Intelligence, the Popular Army and the Military Commands. 

KHUDAIYER did not remember attending any meeting when 
this information originally developed. He recalled receiving the 
information contained in this decree via handwritten instructions, 
as usual. He vaguely recollected making a correction on the 
original draft prepared by his legal section. KHUDAIYER was not 
overly surprised to see a decree like this. At that time, there 
were numerous Iraqi government organizations operating in the North 
of Iraq. Between the RCC, the army, and the Ministries all going 
back and forth through Baghdad, organizationally it was difficult 
to conduct administration and communication. By hiring an ultimate 
overseer of these efforts, affairs could be run much smoother. 

Asked if Muhammad Hamza al-Zubaydi already served in that 
capacity, KHUDAIYER explained that al-Zubaydi received his position 
based on his Ba'ath party status, not a Decree issued through the 
Presidential Diwan's office. Furthermore, al-Zubaydi did not enjoy 
the trust from SADDAM that ALI HASAN AL-MAJID AL-TIKRITI did. When 
asked to define what he meant by trust, KHUDAIYER explained that 
everyone knew AL-MAJID 1)would never do anything against SADDAM, 
and 2) possessed the ruthlessness needed to quell the violence. 

KHUDAIYER was asked if he ever promulgated a follow-on 
RCC Decree to RCC 160 which limited AL-MAJID*s power to a five 
kilometer radius around the major cities of Northern Iraq. 

KHUDAIYER never published such a Decree. KHUDAIYER asked if it was 
possible that these five kilometer limitation instructions could 
have been verbal. He said that such an order, to contradict a 
Decree would be very big and written. The original Decree was sent 
to the Ministry of Interior, to governates and a variety of 
receivers. The Chief of Staff, the military intelligence, the 
party and the security services were aligned under the details of 
RCC 160. Even if the original Decree were to be modified, written 
coordination would be the only way to notify all of these groups 
who were responsible for adhering to the details of the original 
RCC Decree 160. To modify a Decree would require the same legal 
authority. Doing it verbally would not be lawfully feasible. If 
such an event occurred it would be, legally speaking, 
unprecedented. 

KHUDAIYER was asked what he thought if AL-MAJID was 
claiming that the five kilometer limitation was given to him 
verbally. KHUDAIYER said that this instruction would only be in a 
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written format. If A1-Majid said it was passed verbally, he would 
be lying. 


While serving as the commander of Northern Iraq, if AL- 
MAJID needed to contact the President, he would go through the 
Presidential Secretary's Office. From 1987 through 1989, KHUDAIYER 
did not ever recall receiving requests from AL-MAJID through the 
Presidential Diwan's Office. 

KHUDAIYER was a shown a photocopy of Iraqi Revolutionary 
Command Council(RCC) Decree Number 10, dated 03/01/1988 [this copy 
is in the attached lA enveloped]. KHUDAIYER recognized it as the 
copy of an authentic RCC document in format and substance. 

KHUDAIYER has never heard of a political party having the authority 
to punish people who serve in the military. Decree number 10 
stated that those who did not serve, would be killed. The.reason 
for this being promulgated in a Decree and Diwan's signature was 
because SADDAM did not trust the military. There were many 
deserters. 


KHUDAIYER was asked about the atrocious conditions where 
the Kurds had been housed after their forced relocation in 1987 
through 1989. This was not an oversite by the Baghdad government, 
but rather it was done by design. The intention was to prevent any 
Iranian-induced cohesion by displacing the Kurds out of their own 
area. He heard lots of people within the government talking about 
what was being done and he thought it was illegal and crazy. But 
it was to be expected as they had the craziest person in the 
regime, AL-MAJID, picked as the one to head a problem with this 
magnitude. AL-MAJID was a Corporal who served in Kirkuk. He rose 
all the way to Minister of Defense under SADDAM's patronage. 

KHUDAIYER remembered the chemical attack incident in 
Halabja. Iranian elements had conquered and occupied the town and 
this was a huge shock to the Iraqi regime. Many thought that this 
might represent the beginning of a more expanded invasion. He did 
not know at the time that chemicals were used. One day in 1988 
KHUDAIYER was bringing mail to the Presidential Secretary's office. 
SADDAM, who was on the phone at the time, saw KHUDAIYER. KHUDAIYER 
did not want to be impolite or eavesdrop, but SADDAM motioned him 
into the President's Office and summoned him to sit down. 

KHUDAIYER heard SADDAM saying into the phone 'Why did you do that? 
We cleared the area and kicked out the Iranians. There was no need 
to use this.' SADDAM seemed angry and uneasy during this call. 

When he hung up the phone he asked KHUDAIYER if he knew who he 
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(SADDAM) was just speaking to. KHUDAIYER sensed that SADDAM was in 
that emotional state where one wishes to talk with somebody. 

SADDAM explained that he was just on the phone with Minister of 
Defense Adnan Khairallah. SADDAM asked KHUDAIYER if he knew what 
has happened? SADDAM explained that 'it appears that the military 
has used chemicals in HALABJA'. SADDAM asserted that this will 
look bad on us with the world community. SADDAM seemed surprised. 

KHUDAIYER was asked to explain why SADDAM would be 
surprised, given the series of correspondences that SADDAM had 
previously sent coordinating their usage. As President, SADDAM 
knew that gassing people would cause a world image problem. SADDAM 
could accept the use of chemical weapons in an environment where he 
could manage the information of their usage and contain the 
fallout. But given that foreigners were in Halbaja, this was going 
to be an incident which he would not be able to manage the 
information. Since the Iranians had control of the area, they 
could manage the story. If the Iraqi forces had military control 
over Halbaja, then they could have prevented the foreigners from 
capturing the story and informing the world. 
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Date of transcription 06/14/2004 


On 06/12/2004, AHMED HUSSEIN KHADAIYIR (Black List #76) 
was interviewed at Camp Cropper Detention Camp, Baghdad, Iraq where 
he was being detained by the U.S. Army following his surrender to 
authorities in approximately April 2003. Present during this 
inter view were Supe rvisory Special Agent G eorge L. Piro, Spe cial 


Agent 


and Language Specialist 


After 


being explained the purpose of the interview, KHUDAIYIR provided 
the following information: 


Khudaiyir believed that SADDAM did not truly trust 
anyone. The closest thing that came to trust was the relationship 
he had with his children and some relatives such as Ali Hassan Al- 
Majid and Abid Hamid Mahmud al-Tikriti. Izzat Ibrahim al-Duri 
projected himself as a spiritual person. It was not this religious 
facet of his personality that appealed to SADDAM, but rather his 
obedience and loyalty. Al-Duri followed instructions and looked at 
every job SADDAM gave him as an opportunity to perform. 


SADDAM was always emotional during meetings with 
Ministers. He was quick to take action without thinking. His 
impatience and inability to wait for anything caused him to make 
premature decisions. It was similar to a child who acted without 
thinking and planning ahead for himself. 


SADDAM would cry during speeches, but these were more 
like stage tears. Some said that he was like his mother in this 
manner. 


When SADDAM demonstrated kindness, it was rarely for the 
sake of the act itself. Usually it was not genuine, it was to 
showoff. In 1996 there was an Iraqi man who SADDAM had known for a 
very long time. They may have been associates from SADDAM's Cairo 
days. He pleaded for assistance from SADDAM because he had nothing 
these days, and was absolutely destitute. SADDAM ordered an 
arrangement for this man to be provided with a house a car and a 
salary. Over the past few years, SADDAM would meet with the needy 
and beggars, especially during Ramadan. He would also arrange 
stipends for widows. 

SADDAM would become most angry when Ministers would talk 
back to him. He considered Ministers as having lower rank and 
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having no business arguing with him. As a result, they would never 
respond, even if they knew SADDAM was doing or saying something 
that was wrong or inaccurate. 

SADDAM did not like hearing about Ministers punishing 
subordinates for no reason. Alternatively, he did not like it when 
Ministers did not take action to discipline subordinates who needed 
it. 


When discussing fairness and justice, SADDAM used to cite 
Koranic hadiths which involved al-Ansar(the Prophet Muhammed's 
companions) and the Muhajir (those faithful who immigrated for 
religious reasons). In 1995 or 1996 SADDAM commissioned Ministry 
of Justice officials Munthar al-Shawri and Shabib al Maliki to 
research and produce a report. The report was to show those 
occasions and examples that SADDAM had demonstrated fairness. It 
was more of a public relations effort than a self inspection 
exercise. 


It seemed to KHUDAIYER that since 1991, SADDAM has been 
very concerned about how he will be remembered. He was always 
working on his legacy by doing wasteful things like building 
palaces. This served as a source of embarrassment for KHUDAIYER 
when he met other members of the foreign diplomatic community. So 
many of these building materials were imported through Jordan. The 
Jordanian Prime Minister, seeing all of this, once asked KHUDAIYER 
how his government could import all of these extravagances, such as 
colored glass for windows, when so many Iraqi people did not even 
have bread, sugar or other staples. 

KHUDAIYER hoped that SADDAM, in his detention, would say 
to the Iraqi people that 'I lost and I failed you, I hurt my 
people'. But realistically, he is too full of himself. He admires 
himself so much, he is conscientious of the jowls in his neck 
revealing his age. He is so fond of telling stories about himself 
as a fighter and a struggler. 

The only way KHUDAIYER could see SADDAM saying something 
conciliatory is if he were to have some role in the future 
government. He is too tied to his chair when it comes to power. 

He never acknowledges mistakes. Once when he was making an address 
to an Arab conference after 1991. People were expecting him to say 
something contrite about his invasion of Kuwait. Instead, SADDAM 
used this platform to encourage the people of Kuwait to overthrow 
their government. 
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TAHA YASIN RAMADAN AL-JIZRAWI, Black List #20, was 
interviewed at a detention facility at the Baghdad International 
Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq on 6/27/2004. Interviewing agents 
identified themselves as representatives of the United States 

Cnvr^rntnp nt- frnm Washington. D.C. _ Depart ment of Defense contract 

linguist | provided Arabic/English 

translation": RAMADAN has been the Vice President of Iraq since 

1991, Ba'ath Party Revolutionary Command Council member since 1969, 
and former First Deputy Prime Minister from 1979-1991. The main 
purpose of this interview was to detemine RAMADAN's knowledge 
regarding Iraq's links to USAMA BIN LADIN (UBL) and A1 Qaeda. He 
provided the following information: 

According to RAMADAN, part of the Vice President's role 
included developing relationships with other Arab countries because 
President SADDAM HUSSEIN did not like traveling outside of Iraq. 
RAMADAN was chosen to travel, even though there was another Vice 
President. RAMADAN- was chosen due to his ability to handle 
difficult and sensitive issues. 
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In 1994, RAMADAN had a meeting with Dr. IBRAHIM SANUSI, 
Deputy Secretary General of the National Islamic Front (NIF) in 
Sudan. Neither RAMADAN or the Iraqi leadership had a relationship 
with Sudan, nor did they like the NIF because their party line 
conflicted with beliefs of the Ba'ath Party. SANUSI was a senior 
aide to President TURABI. 


SANUSI was allegedly sent to Iraq to request assistance 
in mediating between the political factions in Sudan. His visit 
was arranged with the assistance of the Iraqi Intelligence Service 
(IIS), who requested that his visit be unofficial. SANUSI wanted 
an audience with President HUSSEIN, but HUSSEIN did not want to 
meet with SANUSI. HUSSEIN directed RAMADAN to meet with him, since 
it would look bad if SANUSI did not meet with any representative 
from the Iraqi Government. In addition, RAMADAN was a leader in 
the Ba'ath Party and the purpose of SANUSI's visit was party 
related, not political. An. official political visit would have 
been arranged through the Ministry"of Foreign Affairs, and SANUSI 
would have met with the Foreign Minister. SANUSI spoke about 
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conflict with the rival political party headed by BASHIR. RAMADAN 
advised SANUSI that Iraq did not know about the internal conflicts 
between the parties in Sudan, nor should they intervene. 

The 1994 meeting between RAMADAN and SANUSI lasted only 
an hour, and according to RAMADAN was the only time the two met. 
SANUSI traveled by himself, but brought an unknown IIS officer with 
him to the meeting. RAMADAN recalled the building and office where 
the meeting was held, and described the clothing that SANUSI wore 
during the meeting. RAMADAN claimed his recollection of that day 
and the meeting was perfect. RAMADAN described SANUSI as not an 
honest man, and any information from him needed to be verified 
immediately. 

Interviewing agents advised RAMADAN that it was public 
information that Iraq had relations with UBL while UBL was in 
Sudan. RAMADAN advised there were no discussions regarding UBL at 
the meeting with SANUSI. Sudan knew that Iraq's leadership opposed 
UBL and his views. RAMADAN commented that the Ba'ath Party is not 
a religious party. RAMADAN advised that in 1994, UBL was a nobody 
and Iraq did not view him as a political issue. UBL was a Wahabist 
and opposed the Saudi regime and Saudi Royal family. Although Iraq 
viewed UBL as an enemy, he was not a direct enemy or a threat to 
Iraq. There was concern about Wahabists coming into Iraq, when 
they began to appear in Fallujah, Abu Gharib, Baghdad, and Mosul in 
the late 1990s. They were known to instill their beliefs by force 
and were known to kill people in mosques. Iraqi's were converting 
to Wahabism and were receiving financial support from Saudi Arabia. 
In 1999, SADDAM ordered Wahabists be detained and they remained in 
custody until the amnesty in 2002. 

RAMADAN had nothing to do with SANUSI and did not assign 
FARUQ HIJAZI (Black List #104) to be the intermediary. RAMADAN 
insisted this was the only meeting he remembered. Although EU^MADAN 
had traveled to Sudan several times, he was unsure if he had ever 
met SANUSI in Sudan. RAMADAN recalled in 1992, President TURABI 
was sick, and RAMADAN traveled to Sudan on an official visit to 
meet him. RAMADAN is not positive, but advised that SANUSI may 
have been present during this visit. RAMADAN did not believe that 
SANUSI requested anything else from the IIS. 

RAMADAN was questioned regarding press reports that he 
had met with UBL advisor AYMAN AL ZAWAHIRI. RAMADAN advised he had 
read these press reports and said they were completely false and 
were fabricated by the United States. RAMADAN claimed he did not 



FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 


315E-HQ-1448534; 315E-HQ-1404383 


Continuation of n>-302 of Taha Yasin Ramadan Al-Jizrawi _. On 06/27/2004 , Page _3 


know AYMAN AL ZAWAHIRI and had never personally met him. RAMADAN 
knows many Egyptians, but reiterated he did not know ZAWAHIRI. 
RAMADAN was responsible for bringing millions of Egyptians to Iraq 
to work. RAMADAN advised that he had no connections or relations 
with UBL. 


RAMADAN recalled that in approximately 2000, the Taliban 
Ambassador in Iraq made a request to see if Iraq would reopen its 
Embassy in Afghanistan. President HUSSEIN convened a meeting with 
the Council of Four (RAMADAN, IZZAT IBRAHIM AL-DURI [BL#6], TARIQ 
AZIZ [BL#25], and ALI HASAN AL-MAJID [BL#5]) to discuss this issue. 
They decided not to reopen the Embassy because they were not 
satisfied with the Taliban Government. President HUSSEIN 
instructed the Ministers to advise the Taliban that they could not 
staff the Embassy at that time. 

RAMADAN advised he is familiar with the name MUHAMMAD AL 
SALMANI and said that he was an employee of the IIS. AL SALMANI 
came to RAMADAN once to set up a meeting between RAMADAN and an 
Iraqi living in Jordan who was interested in establishing the 
Ba'ath Party in Jordan. RAMADAN could not recall this individuals 
name. In RAMADAN's view, the Iraqi who wanted to establish the 
Ba'ath Party in Jordan had limited political capabilities and 
little experience. RAMADAN met with the Iraqi, who assured him 
that the Ba'ath Party he was interested in forming in Jordan would 
not be a threat or present any opposition to Iraq. The Iraqi 
returned to Jordan to seek authority to establish the party in 
Jordan. The Iraqi then began sending RAMADAN information reports. 
RAMADAN directed the reports to the IIS, and had no further contact 
with the Iraqi. 

Regarding AL SALMANI, RAMADAN believed that he never left 
Iraq until the war. AL SALMANI met with RAMADAN twice; the first 
time to brief him; the second to introduce the Iraqi to RAMADAN. 
RAMADAN does not believe AL SALMANI was stationed in the United 
States, as he would periodically see him in and around Baghdad. 

When questioned further, RAMADAN stated he did not officially know 
if AL SALMANI had been assigned to the United States, and the 
periods between his sightings of AL SALMANI stretched sometimes 
over several years. The last time RAMADAN saw AL SALMANI was 
several months before Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). AL SALMANI is 
described as in his 50's, dark complexion, medium build, 
approximately 5'6" height. 
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Husayn Rashid A1 Muhaitimad A1 Tikriti, (Black List #131), 
date of birth July 1, 1940, was interviewed at a detention facility 
located at the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP ), Baghdad, Iraq. 
Interviewing Agents identified themselves as representatives of the 
United Sta tes Government fr om Washington, DC. FBI Language 
Specialist provided Arabic/English translation. 

Sabir provided the following information: 

In 1987, Husayn was the Deputy Chief of Operations. He 
was responsible for the Directorate of Planning and the Directorate 
of Military Movements. The Army Chief of Staff during that time 
frame was Nazar Khazraji (phonetic). 

Interviewers told Husayn that they wanted to discuss the 
time frame of 1987-1988 during the Anfal Campaign. Husayn claims 
his only responsibilities were handling the movement of troops to 
the front lines, and never issued orders during Anfal. In 
addition, Husayn allegedly did not know about the use of chemical 
weapons (CW) by the Iraqi Military, nor was he aware of the use of 
CW at Halabja. Interviewers advised Husayn that they have reviewed 
many docioments and conducted numerous interviews regarding the 
Anfal Campaign. Interviewers then questioned Husayn's credibility 
due to the fact he was in an important position with the Iraqi 
military during that time frame. Husayn became indignant at which 
time the interview was teimiinated. 
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TARIQ AZIZ, (Black List # ^, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) with the foinner Iraqi regime, was inte rviewed on 06/27/ 2Q04, 

by Super visory Special Agent P and Special Agent _ 

n Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) at a detention 
facility in Baghdad, Iraq. After being explained the purpose of 
the interview, AZIZ provided the following information: 


Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait provoked the Saudi 
government in^to aligning itself with the United States in order to 
provide security for the Kingdom. USAMA BIN LADEN (UBL) encouraged 
the Royal family to rely on him, not the Americans, for their 
defense. UBL was the guest of the Sudanese government headed by 
HASSAN AL-TURABI. AL-TURABI had persecuted the Ba'athists in 
earlier days. The Sudanese National Islamic Front Party was a 
government based on Islam. The Ba'ath Party strongly believed it 
inappropriate to link Islam with politics. This fundamental 
disagreement caused a long-standing rift between Iraq and Sudan. 


AZIZ was asked if Iraq used Islamic militants as a proxy 
army the way the Mujahadin were used in Afghanistan against the 
Soviets and in the Kashmir Region against Indian forces. AZIZ 
claimed this was not President SADDAM HUSSEIN's style and that 
SADDAM did not trust the Islamists. He pointed out that in a 
publicly disseminated video tape, UBL had called SADDAM an 
'infidel.' In the Arab/Muslim world, this insult was extremely 
harsh and unlikely to be forgotten by SADDAM. When it was pointed 
out the Iraqi government, had supported the Mujahadin el-Kalq (MEK) 
as means of keeping Iran at bay, AZIZ noted that this was a 
nationalist group, not an Islamic fundamentalist organization, and 
that they actually had an official representative assigned to an 
office in Baghdad. 


Following the East Africa embassy bombings in Nairobi and 
Dar es Salam, SADDAM issued no official response. As a dedicated 
anti-American, he delighted in it. The United States had bombed 
his country and tried to kill him. It was, therefore, no surprise, 
that SADDAM was pleased. AZIZ was asked if SADDAM considered al- 
Qaeda a more attractive option after these attacks and the bombing 
of the USS Cole. SADDAM thought that UBL's al-Qaeda was an 
effective organization. 
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In AZIZ'S presence,. SADDAM had only expressed negative 
sentiments about UBL. When the Taliban was pretending to be a 
legitimate government in Afghanistan, Iraq deliberately avoided 
opening an Embassy in Kabul. During traditional times of the year 
on the Islamic calendar for sending greetings, such as Id al-Fitr, 
Taliban leader. Mullah OMAR sent congratulations to the heads of 
state of all the Islamic countries, including Iraq. SADDAM refused 
to publish the greetings from OMAR in the newspapers even though it 
was the custom. 

UBL adopted and endorsed a Wahabist position on Islam. 

In the 1990s, members of the Iraqi government began seeing young 
men with beards and no mustaches wearing dish-dashes that did not 
reach all the way to their feet. This was clear evidence that 
Wahabists had come to Iraq. Just as Iraq had forbidden membership 
in Hizb'Dawa ten years earlier, they found it necessary to issue a 
decree aggressively outlawing Wahabism in Iraq and threatening 
offenders with execution. 

These events led to AZIZ to conclude that SADDAM was not 
interested in forming a partnership with Islamists. SADDAM was not 
shy about expressing his opinion in front of others that he 
considered Wahabists to be opportunists and hypocrites. 

Furthermore, SADDAM had tried to rectify Iraq's relationships with 
the Saudis- He had exchanged correspondence with Prince ABDALLAH. 
During an Arab summit in Qatar in either 2002 or 2003, IZZAT 
IBRAHIM AL-DURI and Prince ABDALLAH kissed and embraced on 
television. 


AZIZ agreed that heads of state and ambassadors often say 
things publicly to play to their domestic audiences while 
exchanging different messages privately- However, he contended 
that if this dynamic had taken place between SADDAM and any 
Islamist group, including al-Qaeda, it was not being done in front 
of AZIZ or with his knowledge. He advised he was unaware of such 
matters ever being discussed in open diplomatic circles. However, 
this would not surprise him. AZIZ's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs(MFA) deals with a country's relationships with other nation 
states. Since al Qaeda was a non state actor with no credentialed 
representatives registered with the MFA, liaison with them could 
not take place through diplomatic institutions. Additionally, 
since AZIZ was a Christian, he would not be the person with whom 
the Iraqi government would select to interact with Islamists. With 
the exception of Palestine movements, where Christians and Muslims 
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live harmoniously, no Islamic group would accept a meeting with a 
Christian to negotiate aspects of their cause. The years between 
1995 and 1996 represented the beginning of AZIZ's marginalization 
from a position of influence within'the Regime. He lost SADDAM’s 
special trust that so many of SADDAM's relatives enjoyed. 

In discussing fonner regime members, AZIZ described 
FAROUK HIJAZI, (Black List number # 104) as a good guy. He had a 
prominent role and enjoyed a favorable reputation within the 
Muhabarat or Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS). AZIZ opined, 
cynically, that HIJAZI’s appointed as Ambassador represented the 
system's way of 'kicking him up.' HIJAZI was a trusted Ba'athist, 
certainly deserving of an assignment to head the Muhabarat (IIS). 

By contrast, TAHIR HABOOSH was 'just a policeman' who lacked the 
capacity or sophistication to run an organization such as the 
Muhabarat (IIS). AZIZ was aware of the famous rumor that had been 
covered by the media which suggested that HIJAZI traveled to 
Afghanistan in order to meet with UBL. AZIZ once asked HIJAZI if 
this was true, but HIJAZI denied it. 

Following the 09/11/2001 attack on the United States, 
SADDAM asked AZIZ to draft letters of condolence to Iraq's friends 
in the United, States, including former U.S. Attorney, RAMSEY CLARK, 
and KATHY KELLY. U.S. President GEORGE BUSH was not mentioned. 

AZIZ was unaware of any overtures to develop a mutual 
relationship between Iraq and al-Qaeda. When informed that senior 
Al-Qaeda member ABU HAFS AL-MAURITANI had visited Baghdad in 1998, 
AZIZ replied by saying 'really?'. He was told that the Al-Qaeda 
member met with IZZAT IBRAHIM AL-DURI. AZIZ said it seemed natural 
that the regime would send 'sheik', the 'hypocrite' AL-DURI. AZIZ 
was further advised that ABU HAFS AL-MAURITANI had returned in 2003 
to meet with the Regime. AZIZ stated that he was not aware of 
this. He had no recollection of being in any meeting with SADDAM 
or Presidential Secretary, ABID MAHMOUD (Black List # 4), in which 
ABU HAFS' presence in Iraq in 2003 was discussed. 

AZIZ did not know of any instances where Iraqi Forces 
shot Iranian prisoners of war. He recalled there was a documented 
incident in which the Iranians shot and captured Iraqi troops. 

This incident was brought to the attention of the MFA by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (I^RC). 

The principal Iraqi leaders in Kuwait during the 
1990/1991 invasion were ALI HASSAN AL-MAJID (Black List # 5), 
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SABAWI AL-TIKRITI (SADDAM's half brother). AL-MAJID also killed 
many individuals in northern Iraq. Nobody would question this. 

The disposition of Kuwaiti prisoners who were taken to Iraq, 
however, remained a mystery. AZIZ claimed that AL-MAJID was 
responsible for the 'disappearance' of these Kuwaitis, but he 
provided no specific evidence to support this claim. He related 
that conventional wisdom is that the Kuwaitis were captured inside 
their own country Kuwait and imprisoned in Basara. When the U.S. 
troops began their 1991 invasion of Iraq, the Iraqis opened the 
prison doors and fled the area. AZIZ could not confirm the truth 
of this story. Nevertheless, he claimed that if the prisoners were 
killed, it would have been at AL-MAJID's command. 

According to AZIZ, Iraq used chemical weapons against the 
Iranians during the Iran-Iraq war. At first, the Iraqi government 
publicly denied using them, but they later acknowledged it. 
According to UBL, however, the reported use of chemical weapons 
against the Kurds in Halabja was dubious. He contended that there 
was credible news reporting that showed that the Iranians were the 
ones who first used chemical weapons in that area. 
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IBRAHIM SAMIR AL ANI (BL #277), was interviewed at his 
place of residence, a mil itary detention p antP in Baghdad, Iraq by 
Superviso ry Special Agent ' 


_ and Special Agent 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Praviding 


translations duri ng this interview wase FBI Language Specialist, 

After being informed of the purpose of the 


interview, AL AN.! provided the following information: 


T\T. max wag T-.r.-rn in 1957 in Baghdad. Iraq. 
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AL ANI joined the Ba'ath party when he was twelve years 
old. When AL ANI was 22 years old, he joined the Muhabarat,_an 
organization also referred to as the Iraqi Intelligence Service 
(IIS). His initial training included six months of intelligence 
trade craft followed by one month of weapons training. After the 
completion of this training, AL ANI was assigned to the Syrian 
Branch (M4) of the IIS in Baghdad. He worked in this position from 
1979 through 1981. At the time, M4 was directed by a former 
military commander named IMAD AL-DURI. AL ANI's assignment was to 
collect information on Syria from individuals and dociaments. 

Beginning in 1981, AL ANI served as a Labor Attache in 
the Iraqi Embassy in New Delhi, India for one year and two months. 
This position was administrative in nature. The Iraqi Ambassador 
was,the chief of an eight-man ISS station there. AL ANI's primary 
responsibility was to collect information on labor matters and feed 
the information back to his headquarters. To accomplish this, he 
reviewed open source materials and met with Indian citizens and 
Iraqis living in India. Among this latter group were approximately 
3000 college students, many of whom were children of Ba'ath Party 
officials. The relationship between the two countries was 
substantial. Prior to the Iran-Iraq war, there were approximately 
150,000 Indian nationals working in Baghdad. Because the Indian 
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people were so open and talkative, AL ANI thought that his job was 
easy. At times, however, he felt that he was not really engaged 
in meaningful intelligence gathering even though overseas . 
assignments were prestigious, had distinct financial benefits and 
enabled one to gain experiences which could be parlayed into future 
work opportunities. 


AL ANI also characterized overseas postings as 
'life-changing'' experiences, not just professionally, but 
personally. While working in New Delhi, he fell in love with an 
Indian woman, but was prohibited from marrying her due to IIS 
regulations forbidding members from marrying foreign nationals. He 
claimed that when he explained this to the woman, she wrote a 
letter to former Iraqi President, SADDAM HUSSEIN. Apparently, this 
letter was not well received, and AL ANI was recalled from India 
and sent to a prison for government officials for one year and four 
months. The prison, located in Baghdad, was separate from the one 
housing common criminals. Harsh treatment and torture were 
generally not employed on detainees at this facility. 


In 1985, after AL ANI was released from prison, the IlS 
assigned him to work in Karbala where he remained until 1989. His 
areas of operational responsibility included th e nearby areas of 
Naiaf. H illah and Qadisiya. His supervisor was I 

His primary responsibility was to work on 
counterterrorism and espionage matters. He managed a staff of 
thirty IIS officers. The IIS targeted primarily communists inside 
Iraq. AL ANI pointed out that since Iraqi citizens seldom worked, 
the labor pool was comprised mainly of expatriates from Europe, 
China and Romania. Since the vast majority of these individuals 
were interested only in working and not in committing espionage, AL 
ANI felt there were no real security issues, and as a consequence, 
he had limited opportunities to excel. 


In 1989, AL ANI departed Karbala for a posting in M6, the 
Security Office i n Baghdad. At the time, M6 was being run by his 


friend and mentor 


for whom he had worked in 


XILWXX ^ I I - — - _ 

India. M6 was responsible tor maintaining security over people, 
docximents, information, physical things and buildings. AL ANI 
specialized in building security for the entire country of Iraq. 

AL ANI stated that while he worked for M6, he did not have any 
contact with the Security Service Organization (SSO) which was a 
completely different unit run by Qusay HUSSEIN, son of foinner Iraqi 
Pre sident SADDAM HUSSEIN. AL-AN I's manager while he served with M6 
was 
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According to AL ANI, in approximately May 1990, SADDAM^s 
half-brother SABAWI HUSSEIN, replaced AL-AZAWI as the Director of 
the IIS. Rumors began circulating that SABAWI was unhappy with 
AL ANI because he thought AL ANI had received his assignment to M6 
only because of his -real a-n r)n«=!i-n'r> with AT.-AZAWT. Around this time, 

an IIS officer named, __ who was previously 

imprisoned by SABAWI, was released upon a Presidential Pardon that 
set free thousands of prisoners in preparation for the Gulf War. 

was required to turn in his gear at the IIS office. AL ANI 
did not think it was right that this veteran should have to wait 
out in the street, so AL ANI invited him into his own office for 


tea and hospitality. Eventually, he gave 
This angered SABAWI who had AL ANI imprisbnea ror 


a ride home, 
a month. Upon 

his release, AL ANI was dispatched to Kuwait in December 1990 for 
an assignment with M-5. Considering the military build up of 
coalition forces, orders to Kuwait seemed tantamount to a death 
sentence. 


AL ANI was initially sent to Kuwait City for about a 
month. From there he was transferred to the city of al-Jarah. 
Al-Jarah was described as an insignificant town, nearly half way 
between Basra and Kuwait City. Many stateless Iraqis resided 
there. AL ANI claimed that by the time AL ANI had arrived there, 
it was deserted. He headed up a small eight man ISS detachment, 
along with 10 soldiers. Two of th^^ TIB officers there, were knowi?. 
to him from previous assignments. 


Once the bombing of their position started, AL ANI and 


the others set out to walk back to Basra, as all of their vehicles 
had been bombed. AL ANI and the others walked for three days back 
to Iraq. They arrived in Basra and commandeered a bus. With 
swollen feet and the effects of walking in the desert for three 
days, Al-Ani led 25 others on the bus drive back to Baghdad. 

AL ANI asserted that the Shi'a uprising started six hours after his 
departure from Basra. He noted that this fighting is often 
incorrectly referred to as an 'intifada.' Upon his arrival in 
Baghdad, he stayed in his house for 15 days recovering from his 
ordeal in the desert and receiving visitors. During this time 
there was no IIS work. 


Between May 1992 - January 1993, AL ANI was assigned to 
M-5, Asia Section which covered the countries of Thailand, 
Malaysia, Japan, China, Taiwan and the Philippines. Following 
this, he returned to M6, Security Office, in Baghdad. 
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AL ANI was asked about how the IIS handled extremists in 
Iraq. He answered that Islamic fundamentalists, especially 
Wahabists, were not allowed in Iraq. According to AL ANI, they 
were beginning to impose themselves in mosques, talking about their 
ideology to poor people in need of social services. Some 
established a small clinic to service the poor people, and they 
eventually moved to the universities to preach their Wahabist 
ideology. These activities by the Wahabists caught the attention 
of the IIS and the Ba'ath Party who decided to stop this movement 
by arresting its adherents. Thereafter, Wahabists were gathered up 
and sent back to their homes and their families were informed of 
their activities. AL ANI stated that the IIS only dealt with 
Wahabists inside Iraq. He claimed that the IIS did not know much 
about Usama Bin Laden, and that he never really heard of Bin Laden 
until after the tragic events of 9/11. AL ANI advised that IIS's 
intelligence collection efforts against the Wahabists included 
monitoring Friday prayers and developing sources of information. 

As an example, AL ANI explained that if the IIS were 
given twenty names of suspected extremists, they would check these 
names against those in their files and then collect personal 
information on them. From this list, they would choose three or 
four individuals and formulate a recruitment plan for each of ^ them. 
Various recruitment techniques were employed, including offering 
inducements of sex or money, using the influence of the family, or 
punishment and prison. The IIS would also conduct surveillance on 
suspects of particular interest. 

AL ANI stated he was selected for this assignment because 
he had a clean record, was not corrupt and because his superiors 
thought he was the right person for the job. 

In mid-1995, AL ANI was reassigned to M6. Shortly 
thereafter, he was assigned to M50 for eight months. ESSAM KHUDAR • 
AL-DULAMI was the M50 chief. AL-DULAMI had served in Kuwait with 
AL ANI. He was selected to be the head of M50 because he was 
intelligent and well read. This assignment involved targeting any 
activities against Iraq. The groups they focused on were 
purporting to be nationalistic, but in actuality they were really 
interested in pursuing self-serving agendas. An example was the 
National Alliance, an organization comprising several Ambassadors 
who wanted to preserve the many benefits they had enjoyed over the 
years. 
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In 1996 AL ANI was next assigned to the Public Relations 
section of M5. This was some of the best times he spent in the 
IIS. His job was to liaison with the owners of clubs and hotels. 

If the IIS needed special arrangements to accommodate an operation 
at such venues, AL ANI would use these contacts. He often received 
the benefits of getting to use the health clubs and pools at these 
hotels. He never got free meals as food was too expensive in those 
days. The draw back was that if he had to slap a manager, and 
SADDAM'S son UDAY was friends with the manager, this could Cause 
big problems. AL ANI never saw UDAY. If AL ANI heard that UDAY 
was coming to a club, he would leave. 

In 1997, an IIS boss told AL ANI that he had a good job 
for him. It was with the,IIS M7 Directorate of Investigations and 
Inquiries. The two groups to be investigated were Arabs and 
foreigners. The foreigners were almost exclusively Iranian, and 
this represented the bulk of the work. Rarely would they 
investigate an occasional Jordanian, Syrian or Yemeni. If a 
subject was picked up, he had to be brought immediately to Baghdad 
for interrogation. They were not allowed to initiate an 
interrogation until the subject was brought to Baghdad. An M7 
judge would listen to the facts and decide if there was enough 
evidence to hold someone or move forward with the investigation. 
Every fifteen days, a national list was compiled of all the 
subjects detained by the IIS. 

In 1999, AL ANI received an assignment to the Iraqi 
Embassy in Prague, Czech Republic. Some members of the IIS seek a 
career track that will set them up to be sent outside of Iraq for 
international service. Since his tour in New Delhi, AL ANI never 
had another chance for service outside of Iraq. He had a big 
family and a small house. An influential IIS boss who favored him 
had died. He had no specialty that was needed overseas. Despite 
this, he was finally accepted for overseas duty. He received 
orders to Greece. In the end, he passed these orders onto a 
colleague who was more interested in this assignment, and instead 
accepted the assignment to Prague- 

AL ANI spent time preparing for his assignment by reading 
files and reports for ten days. It was a one-man IIS office. The 
embassy had a Charge d'affaires (an actual diplomat) from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a financial officer, an administrative 
officer and two IIS guards whose exclusive duty was security. The 
guards at all Iraqi embassies are employees qf the IIS. The 
Charge's name was KHALIL IBRAHIM HUSSEIN. The guards slept in the 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs prepared a passport in 
the name of AHMED KHALIL SAMIR AL-ANI. The IIS had the capability 
of preparing false passports, but this was a genuine diplomatic 
passport made with a deliberate modification in AL ANI's name. 

The Czech Republic was a small, poor and weak country- 
AL ANI expected his assignment to be easy. There were several 
categories of ethnic Iraqis (non—Ba'athists) living in the country. 
There were the communists who left Iraq for the former 
Czechoslovakia who were then in their seventies or older. There 
were Iraqi university students who were enrolled in school. There 
were others, who married Czechs, returned to Iraq, but then 
departed the country during the days of economic sanctions and the 
war. Some of these individuals opened up businesses exporting 
Czech crystal. 

AL ANI described his operational mission as having three 
collection components and three tiers of targets. The collection 
priorities were political, economic and military intelligence. 

Tier one targets were Iranian, Syrian and Israeli nationals. Tier 
two targets were the Gulf Arab countries, the United States and^ 
United Kingdom nationals. Tier three targets were those_involving 
nationals from Asian countries such as China, Taiwan, PJailippines 
and Thailand. AL ANI considered the collection priorities to be 
easy. He could gather much of his information from newspapers and 
off of the internet. Since IIS headquarters (HQ) was primarily 
concerned with information on targets from tier one countries, AL 
ANI chose to focus on these. He felt it important to comply with 
whatever HQ asked of him in order to prevent them from 
discontinuing his IIS position in Prague. AL ANI was concerned 
that if AL ANI did not produce adequate results, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs might fill his position with one of their own 
employees. 

AL ANI liked living in the Czech Republic and enjoyed 
good relationships with members of the Egyptian and Syrian 
embassies. AL ANI considered himself to be very skillful in 
interacting with people, and he believes this enabled him to become 
successful in his job. Some of the individuals whom he met inside 
the embassy were ones who came to obtain passports or simply to 
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visit. Occasionally, he met university students. Using his cover 
as a Consular Officer, he met various individuals at diplomatic 
functions. Sometimes, he met Syrians who had taken up residence in 
Prague. Coffee shops and restaurants became excellent venues for 
obtaining information and developing potential sources. Czech 
nationals were great sources of useful information. About a 
quarter of the individuals with whom he interacted_were opposed to 
the Iraqi regime, and about a quarter were supportive of it. He 
would pass along such information to M50. 


AL ANI would receive specific tasking from IIS HQ. 
Sometimes this tasking would require him to check on travelers 
passing through immigration at the airport. The most unique 
tasking that AL ANI received occurred after he returned form a 15- 
day road trip with his family from Prague to Baghdad. Upon 
reporting to his office, AL ANI was admonished by his supervisor 
for not requesting permission to make such a trip. Several weeks 
later, in approximately October 2000, this supervisor infoirmed AL 
^NI that the Director of the IIS wanted to speak with him. During 
the subsequent meeting, the IIS chief requested that AL ANI 
transport some things to embassies in Ankara, Bucharest and Prague. 
He learned that these 'things^ were three RPG—7s (rocket propelled 
grenade launchers). He realized that in transporting these weapons 
through several countries there would be a substantial risk. 

Despite this, he agreed to transport the weapons. To ensure that 
AL ANI fully understood the risks, his superiors asked him what he 
would do if he was caught. AL ANI answered that he would blame 
himself and lead authorities to believe that he was an independent 
black-market arms trafficker. Special modifications were then made 
to AL ANI's vehicle such as outfitting it with secret panel 
compartments in order to accommodate the weapons. 


AL ANI was told that the reason these weapons were being 
delivered was to increase the weapon's inventory at the embassies. 
Iraqi embassies were already stocked with pistols. During the ^ days 
of the Iran-Iraq war, gunfights between embassy staff and Iranians 
would sometimes break out. After 1987, Iraqi President, SADDAM 
HUSSEIN, ordered that weapons be sent by diplomatic pouch to the 
Iraqi embassies. AL ANI never saw any silencers at the embassies 
where he served or visited. As diplomats, Iraqi embassy staff 
members would sometimes obtain a local license to purchase weapons. 
When staff members completed their embassy assignments, they would 
often leave their weapons at the embassy. 
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AL ANI was asked if he recognized that a shoulder-fired 
grenade launcher has only offensive purposes. He understood this 
even as he received his tasking. However, the only explanation he 
was given was that they were to be brought to augment the weapon's 
inventory at the embassies. No further account or plan was given. 
Asked if he thought this mission was designed by an overambitious 
manager or someone higher, AL ANI answered that this must have come 
for someone very high in the government. He believed that the 
Director of the IIS did not have the latitude to make such 
decisions. If the IIS wanted to kill someone in Beirut, they could 
not just do it at a whim. There was a process for seeking 
authorization and control over these actions. AL ANI knew that 
SADDAM sometimes made impetuous decisions. He thought that whoever 
ordered the delivery of these weapons was unwise. 


While returning to Prague by car, AL ANI drove fast and 
arrived in Ankara in November 2002 and stayed at a friend’s house. 
The IIS chief in Ankara did not know that AL ANI would be arriving 
or making a delivery to the embassy. During the four days that AL 
ANI remained in Ankara, he talked very little about the RPGswith 
the Ankara IIS chief. AL ANI claimed he was not interested in the 
weapons or how they were to be used. He presumed they would be 
used against specific targets, but he did not know who these 
targets may be. The Ankara IIS chief called AL ANI a 'donkey for 
carrying the unneeded RPG—7s all the way from Baghdad to Ankara in 
his car. AL ANI did not telephone anyone during his brief stay in 
Ankara. From there, he traveled to Sophia, Bulgaria, arriving^ 
three days later. The IIS Chief in Sofia was' 


After leaving Sofia, AL ANI traveled for five davs b^tore arriving 

- ’ • ^ ’ ' [Learned 


in Bucharest. When the IIS chief there ___ 

what AL ANI had brought to Romania, he stayed away from the office 
for two days. Upon arrival in Prague, AL ANI unloaded the last 
RPG-7 and secured it in a safe in his office. 


During his tour in Prague, AL ANI made more than fifty 
trips to the airport. On two of these occasions, he flew out 
himself. The first occasion was when he flew home on leave on 
flights through Amsterdam, Beirut and Amman. He received 
permission to fly home again in January 2001. His other visits to 
the airport were to 1) send off or receive the Iraqi Charge 
d'affaires or members of the Charge's family, 2) receive arriving 
diplomatic pouches and 3) collect official visitors. However, he 
could not recall any of the official visitor’s names. When he made 
these trips to the airport, he would sign up for a security badge. 
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leaving his own ID card as collateral. He was never issued a 
peinnanent airport badge. 

When he first arrived in Prague^ AL ANI used .his embassy 
stipend to purchase a vehicle. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
regulations allowed for overseas officials to draw $4,000 toward 
the purchase of a vehicle- After a year, the vehicle could be 
turned in and resold. AL ANI used this vehicle to travel 
throughout the Czech Republic to the tourist area of Byrno. AL ANI 
also traveled extensively outside the Czech Republic, making more 
than fifty trips. Some of his travel included trips to Turkey and 
to Warsaw for two days (where he visited the embassy) and to 
Budapest for a holiday with two Iraqi male associates. 

AL ANI discussed the problems he encountered as a result 
of his involvement in the Radio Free Europe (RFE) surveillance 
incident. A documentary, which aired on Al—Jazeera television 
network, contained footage of the entire RFE facility, including 
its interior and exterior. Some Iraqi dissidents worked at this 
station. If anyone in the Iraqi goveriment or IIS had serious 
intentions about collecting targeting information at this facility, 
they would have found it difficult to locate or record more 
detailed footage than what Al—Jazeera broadcasted. 

AL ANI had previously received a special tasking to take 
surveillance photos of this facility. At the time, he wondered why 
this was being requested. First, he doubted that anyone in 
understood how large this facility was. It was not a target which 
could be easily destroyed. He speculated that the initiative iR^y 
have been the result of bureaucratic posturing. He explained that 
it was not uncommon in the IIS for managers to sound off with^ 
anti-D.S. or anti-Iran rhetoric in the ppsence of superiors in 
order to curry favor- Soiuetiiues, these individuals would feel 
compelled to back up their rhetoric by assigning operational tasks. . 
Whoever ordered the surveillance of the RFE may have done so simply 
to present an image that they were being operationally responsive 
regarding their defense of the Regime. In actuality, the mission 
had little utility. 


Nevertheless, as a loyal member of the IIS, AL ANI 
delegated this assignment to one of the IIS guards. (He would later 
be reprimanded for this decision which was not authorized by IIS 
operational regulations.) Ultimately, this surveillance caused 
the Czech government to contact the Iraqi Charge d'Affairs 
demand that Al-Ani depart the country in seventy-two hours. At the 
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time of this event, AL ANI's second wife was visiting with their 
children. Within a few days, they were all on a plane back to 
Baghdad. 


AL ANI was asked if he ever had any operational 
relationship with Islamist elements. He recalled an occasion in 
1999 when the Charge d'affaires wanted AL ANI to travel to a 
location near Byrno in order to meet with the head of a group which 
was similar to an Islamic Al-Ittihad (Unity) or Ih'whan 
(Brotherhood). The purpose was for general posterity. 

Unfortunately, the head of this group was elderly, and he did not 
have any meaningful influence or status over the group. In the 
end, the meeting never took place. 

While serving in Prague, AL ANI was never recruited, nor 
was he ever approached by Islamists. He was aware that some 
Chechans lived in Prague, but he never met them. His dealings with 
Egyptians were limited to those whom he knew from diplomatic 
circles. In his position as the Counselor General for Iraq, he met 
many individuals through his embassy connections. Prague was 
populated by young Egyptians, some of whom were involved in drug 
trafficking. The only Egyptian with whom he was friendly was an 
individual who sold vehicles to embassy personnel. _AL ANI did not 
know any Egyptian university students. He never tried to recruit 
Europeans. AL ANI advised that as of June 2000, he was still 
living in Prague. He denied ever meeting anyone in a bus station. 

AL ANI was asked if he had ever met an Egyptian named 
MUHAMMAD ATTA. This was a subject which AL ANI had spent more than 
thirty minutes speaking about with his previous interviewers. The 
first he had ever heard of this subject was when a friend called 
him, having seen a news story. At that time, he was very surprised 
to hear that a 9/11 hijacker was associated with travel to Prague. 
When he heard that his own name was being linked with that tragic 
event, he knew there would be problems. As this story began to 
escalate, AL ANI made several unsuccessful attempts to persuade the. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to issue a statement addressing the 
issue and correcting the inaccuracy, especially since it had 
brought him much unwanted attention. To this day, AL ANI is 
bothered by this matter. He denied ever meeting MUHZ^yiMAD ATTA. He 
claimed he never saw or heard of ATTA until after his face was 
shown on the news. 

AL ANI recalled that in October 2002, the IIS received a 
request from the Jordanian Intelligence Service (GID) to locate 
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five individuals suspected of being involved in the murder of an 


American diplomat in Amman, LAWRENCE FO LEY, — and 
assassination of a GID officer. Colonel 




was passed from IIS Headquarte j-s tn t . Q i Qca 


individuals. One of the five _ 

living with his wife at the home 
(Green City) section of Baghdad. 


the attempted 
A written order 
.e these 
was thought to be 


of his sister-in-law in the Ha.thra 


AL ANI knew that once 


for 


others were captured, he and other M-7 officers would conduct the 
interrogations. 


AL ANI, together wi 
M7 official s, participated in 


i^mately twelve other M5 and 
arrest. When he was picked 


up 


—JT » - 

identification card. 


did not have a pasiport aiiu'was in possession of a false 

. . —_ n -i» __ -1. ^ .t. A J T* ^ 4“ V» •» 


He was believed to have entered Iraq through 
Syria. A search of his premises revealed a computer, CDS 
containing religious material and a Kalishnikov rifle. AL ANI was 
not aw are if t he IIS pulled any information off this computer. 
Before I I was escorted away from the arrest site, he gave his 

wife $700 in cash. He was then transported to an M7 detention 
facility where he remained for approximately 10-12 days. During 
that time, AL ANI and others , includ ing the Director of M7, HAITHEM 
KHALIL AL-RAWI, interrogated I I several times. Prior to 


conducting these interviews, however, AL ANI read through the 
information orovided bv Jordanian authorities which outl ined the 

'l I 1. «, _TJ_3J_T_ ^4-1 I 


case against^_ 

probably guilty. 


After reading it, he believed thatL 


was 
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religious commitment. Although]_ denied being affiliated with 

A1 Qaeda or A1 ZARQAWI, AL ANI was rnmrineed that the evidence 
amassed by the Jordanians against was compelling. F qr this 

reason, he was shocked when the Director of M5 ordered that 
be released. He could not understand whv this order was being 
issued, especially si nce he c onsidered to be a killer. AL 

ANI favored returning j I to Jordan, if for no other reason than 

to convince critics of Iraq that the country did not support 
terrorists. The Director of M7, HAITHEM KHALIL AL RAWI, arranged 
for a meeting with the Director of the IIS, TAHIR HABBUSH, in order 
to discuss these concerns. During a subsequent meeting, HABBUSH 
informed HAITHEM and AL ANI that the Presiden t of Iraq i, SADDAM 
HUSSEIN, had ordered him (HABBUSH ) to rel ease \ Following 

this, AL ANI reluctantly released to M5 officers. He 

claimed that this was his last involvement with j j 


_.AL ANI could not recall the names of the four associates 

of _ being sought by the Jordanians. He related that M5 

officers suspected they may be hiding in northern Iraq and may well 
have connections with AL ZARQAWI. However, the IIS were reluctant 
to pursue leads in a region where they had no operat ional contr ol. 
When asked if he had any information to suggest that I I 

release was the result of a pay off by AL ZARQAWI, AL ANI said this 
was preposterous. He thought it equally ludicrous that the IIS 
would have had any involvement with A1 Qaeda or AL ZARQAWI. 
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To : London 

International Operations 


Security 

Counterterrorism 


Attn: 
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From: Counterterrorism 
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Contact: Piro George 


Approved By: 

Drafted By: 
CaseID#: 


Piro George L:glp 
) 315E-HQ-1448534 ^Pending) 



Title: (U) REQUEST FOR COUNTRY CLEARANCE 

GEORGE L. PIRO 

TRAVEL TO LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM 
08/28/2004 - 09/02/2004 


Synopsis: (U), Request country clearance from and passage of 
security clearances to United States Embassy, London, United 
Kingdom. 
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SECRET 












To: 
(U) Re: 




[jondon Fromr^^Counterterrorism 
(S) 315E-HQ-1448534, 08/23/2004 


(U) Legat London is requested to obtain country 
clearance for SSA Piro for official travel to London, United 
Kingdom, as follows: 


Official Name: i 
D/POB: r 
SSN: \ 
Official Passport #: 


.ro 

Lebanon 


Expiration: 12/15/2005 


cscDii Qoes nor require any aaoirionar assisrance from Legat 
London. Flight information, lodging and conference location 
will be expeditiously furnished to Legat London via email upon 
receipt by FBIHQ. 

Security Division is requested to pass 
appropriate security dp.arancp.s to US Embassy. T.ondon. United 
Kingdom. 

(U) CTORS very much appreciates Legats assistance 
with this matter. 


2 












To: 

Re: 


London From: "^Counterterrorism 
{^) 315E-HQ-1448534, 08/23/2004 





LEAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS 
AT FBIHO 

(U) International Operations is requested to 
expedite country and security clearance passage for SSA Piro. 

Set Lead 2: (Action) 

LONDON 

AT LONDON 

(U) Legat London is requested to expedite the 
country clearance and security clearance passage for SSA Piro. 
Legat London is also requested to notify SSA Piro, 
_ or via email once this lead is covered. 

Set Lead 3: (Action) 

SECURITY 

AT WASHINGTON. DC 

(U) Personnel Security Unit is requested to certify 
to American Embassy London the security clearances possessed 
by SSA Piro. 


Set Lead 4: (Info) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 

AT WASHINGTON DC 


(U) Read and clear. 
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SEOE^T//August 26, 2029 





Mr. James Comey 
Deputy Attorney General 


Classification per OGA letter dated 10/09/2009 

Date 08/26/2004 


Mr. Gary M. Bald 

Assistant Director, Counterterrorism 


Subject: Desert Spider 


ACTION MEMORANDUM 


J^) This purpose of this memorandima is to request 
Deputy Attorney General authorization to disseminate the 
contents of interviews with Saddam Hussein to Major General 
Dayton of the Iraqi Survey Group(ISG). The FBI has been 
instructed that dissemination of information derived from the 
interviews of Hussein outside the Bureau required 
authorization from the Deputy Attorney General. 


■me memo 

coiitaiiis a verbatim rsaddht 6t h donversation between SSA 
George Piro and Saddam Hussein regarding Iraq's response to 
United Nations weapons inspections, culpability of individuals 
within Hussein's inner circle and Hussein's own assertions—^ 
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Re: Desert Spider, 0 ^ 26^2004 
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M) BAGHDAD OPERATIONS CENTER 
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2029 


NOTE: Request DAG authorization to disseminate Desert Spider 

informat inn tn Ma-in-r rip>n<a-ra1_Da-^rton of tha Trarri_.qnrtratr rtronn 
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Drafted By: hfv 

Case ID #t 315E-HQ-1448534''"' ' (Pending) 

[U) Title: DESERT SPIDER 

IT - IRAQ 

Synopsis:This communication requests Assistant Director 
authorization for, and the assistance of the Document 
Classification Unit, in the declassification of selected FBI 
interviews on Saddam Hussein, former president of Iraq. 


Strive 

Declas 


From 


(U) Enclosure (s) : Twenty-Five Letterhead Memorandums containing 

interviews conducted on Saddam Hussein by the FBI._ 
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(U) 


To: 

Re; 





?? From:^^pbunterterrorism 

315E-HQ-1448534, 09/27/2004 



Since the conclusion of the debriefings and the hand 
over of legal custody of Saddam Hussein to the Iraqi Interim 
Government (IIG), the Iraqi Special Tribunal (1ST) has begun the 
prosecution of Saddam Hussein and other members of the former Iraqi 
Regime for their part in war crimes and other atrocities. These 
debriefings of Saddam conducted by the FBI have been requested by 
the 1ST and the U.S. Intelligence Community for their use in the 
prosecution. The FBI has assessed the information and concluded 
there is no longer a need to maintain classification on the 
interviews. 

The International Terrorism Operations Section II 
(ITOSII) and Office of the General Counsel concur that the enclosed 
Letterhead Memorandums can be declassified with the exception of 
the following: 

1) All names of U.S. Government personnel 

2) Locations of the debriefings 

3) Interview Dated May 01, 2004: Remove the following 
paragraph on the second page: 

Interviewers then started to question Hussein regarding 
the committee that was established in 2000 regarding the 
missing pilot. Hussein quickly responded by saying the 
"humanitarian side of this conversation has ended." 

4) Interview Dated June 17, 2004: Remove all listings 
of Iraqi detainee's BLACK LIST numbers. 

5) Interview Dated June 28, 2004: Remove the following 
sentences from the third paragraph on the first page: 

"SSA Piro advised HUSSEIN there is clear evidence the 
Iraqi Government had previously met with BIN LADEN. SSA 
PIRO specifically cited FAROUQ HIJAZI's (BL#104) , former 
IIS M-4 Director, meeting with BIN LADEN in Sudan in 
1994, ABU HAFS AL-MAURITANI's two visits to Baghdad, and 
his request for financial assistance of ten million 
dollars. HUSSEIN replied "yes". 

(U) ()^) ITOSII request the Classification Unit to remove the 

above listed information from the enclosed Letterhead Memorandums 
prior to declassification. 


(^) The International Terrorism Operations Section II 
has evaluated the interviews and has determined none of the 
declassification of the information, with the exceptions listed 
above, disclose any effect of the following: 1) No sensitive 
techniques will be disclosed. 2) No Asset or source identifying 
information will be disclosed. 3) No foreign government or other 
agency information will be disclosed without permission. 4) No 
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To: 
Re : 


From -^ppounterterrorism 
315E-HQ-1448534, 09/27/2004 


iU) 


<K> 


other case equities will be affected. 5) Will not haana the 
national security of the United States. 

The Iraq/Syria/Libya Operations Unit is readily 
available to assist in whatever manner required. 
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From: 
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315E-HQ-1448534, 09/27/2004 


LEAD{s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

AT WASHINGTON. DC 

Request that the Classification Unit review and 
declassify all selected FBI inteirviews on Saddam Hussein, former 
president of Iraq. 


♦♦ 
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From; Counterterrorism 

UVD # 1 T eam/Baqhdad Operations Center 
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CaseID#;315E-HQ-1448534 ^'(Pending) 


(U) Title; DESERT SPIDER 

IT-IRAQ 

(U) Synopsis;To provide the Counterterrorism and CIRG 

Divisions with a progress report on Saddam Hussein by the (HVD 
#1) Team. 


Classic 

Reason 

DeclarS^ 


id^_By^ 11109, 
fy^'On; XI 


Admihistrative:ffi/OR) To date, the HVD #1 Team has conducted 
sixteen interviews of Saddam Hussein. All of these interviews 
have been uploaded into the "Desert Spider" case file. 

EhcTosure(s)I(Y/OR) One copy of FBI team "Interrogation 
Strategy - Saddam Hussein," dated 02/13/2004. (Note: This report 
was furnished previously via email to CTD and CIRG.).'_ 














S ^^;bcr5;^( 
[I From: Cour 


T/ORCON 


ounterterro^rem From: Counterterrorism 
315E-HQ-1448534, 03/21/2004 


. interview ream was 

subsequently assemtled consisting of three Supervisory Special 
Agents (SSAs ) , George Piro . FBIHQ, r ~ l Omaha 

Division and I .Behavioral Analysis Unit; a Language 

Specialist, _ an Arabic translator of Iraqi descent ; 

and t.wn. Intelligence Analysts, 

^/OR) To date, the FBI team has conducted sixteen 
interviews of Hussein and approximately a dozen interviews of 
former Ministers, Presidential Advisors, Directors of Security 
and military leaders who are also in U.S. military custody. 

These latter interviews have been instrumental in obtaining a 
better understanding of the inner workings of Hussein's regime 
and determining how decisions were made and who implemented them. 

_ ^OR) Although the primary purpose of interviewing_ 

Hussein is to obtain intelliaence, 



^/OR) When the 
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To: 

Re: 

LEAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Info) 

COmJTERTERRORISM 

AT WASHINGTON. DC 

(U) For information and appropriate action 
Set Lead 2: (Info) 

CIRG 

AT OUANTICO. VIRGINIA 

(U) For information and appropriate action 

♦♦ 
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Counterterrorism 
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D/Director Bruce Gephardt 
EAD John S. Pistole 
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SC Frankie Battle_ 
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From: Counterterrorism 

Baghdad Operations Center 
Contact: SAC Edwin L. Worthington 
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(U) Title: 
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ixector's Office From: Counterterrorism 
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Precedence: ROUTINE 

To; Counterterrorism 

From: Charlotte 

Squad 6 i 

Contact; SA 


Approved By: 


Date; 11/23/2004 


Attn; ITOS II, ISLU, SSA 



Drafted By: 

(U1 . V j- 

Case ID#; 

(E) ^ 






(U) Title;Desert Spider 

IT - Iraq 

Synopsis; (U) Lead covered by the Charlotte Division. 

(Uj 11109^^^ITQS-3ET/CTD^ 

Reason 

Decla^sirfy^TOnri XI —— 

Reference: )^) 315E-HQ-1448534 ■ Serial 9 

Details: The above rnr* giah _ItaaH.c! fn-r F-i d_ 

(S) Offices to canvass sources _____ 

for any information regarding potential war crimes committed by 
the former Hussein Regime. The following was developed by the 
Charlotte Division: 
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Counterterrorisi^PP’rom: -Charlotte 
315E-HQ-1448534, 11/23/2004 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1; (Info) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT ITOS II 
(U) Read and clear. 


♦♦ 
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SSAp 
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Squad 6 - 

Contact; SA 



(U) Synopsis; To provide requested information regarding 
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IT 






















]ounterteri^^sm From: Charlotte 
315E-HQ-1448534, 02/14/2005 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1; (Discretionary) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT ISLU 

(U) Information provided for any action deemed 
appropriate. 





(Rev. 01-31-2003) 


■ALL IIFOPI-IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TIICLAS3IFiaij:XCEPT 
liJHEEl SHOm OTHERIIS 





DATE: 05^14^2009 

CLASJllED BY 60324 UC BAl/SAB/LSC 
PEAi^l^l.4 (C) 

DECLASSir/ OH: 06-14-2034 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


(U) 


(S) 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To; Counterterrorism 
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Date: 02/22/2005 
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SSA 
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From; Atlanta 

Squad IT-' 
Contact; 
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Approved By; 




Drafted By; 





Case ID #: {] 

(SI 
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Title: 


Synopsis; 
relating to tn 


DESERT SPIDER 
IT-IRAQ 

To report positive results of information 
e prosecution of SADDAM HUSSEIN, 



(U) (^) 

Reference;315E-HQ-1448534 Serial 9 

Enclosure(s); (U) Enclosed for FBIHQ is one FD-302 with 

positive information. 

Details; All Atlanta JTTF and FCI Agents were informed via 

email and SC^ad mp^pti ncfa tn nnntant anH all 

interviewsofIraqis, 
find information rela 


in order to 

L. J-iiy—crc3—crmncro—orrcrrt—uu y i_ii>_n_xde , tOrtUre, 

inhumane treatment, destruction of property and unlawful 
confinement committed by SADDAM HUSSEIN and the former HUSSEIN 
REGIME. Additionally, Agents were asked to canvass logical 
sources for this information. 

(U) There is one positive result to report to FBIHQ 
from the Atlanta division being reported as an enclosure. 


be 

b7C 
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IT 


















(U) 



To: Counterterrorism From: Atlanta 

He:315E-HQ-1448534, 02/22/2005 


LEAD(s) ; 

Set Lead 1: (Info) 

COXJNTERTERRORISM 

AT WASHINGTON. 



(U) Read and clear. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


resid ence. 
bv SAf 


C 


Date of transcription 02/04/2005 


was intervievyed at his 
GA^ 


ana sa 


_ on January J6, 2005. 

was advised of the icjentitv of the interviewing agents and 


purpose of the interview, 
information: 


provided the following 



considers 


nimseir an American. 


now 


expressea nis gratitude to 
live in freedom and state d he wbuia give his life for this country 
if called upon. | is willing to assist the FBI and would be 

willing to provide testimony of what he experienced in Iraq. 


Investigation on 01/2 6/2005 at Atlanta, Georgia 

File# 315E)“AT-98424 Date dictated 02/04/2005 b6 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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To Be Returned □ Yes D No 

Receipt Given d Yes D No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
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Federal Taxpayer Information (FTl) 
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Unit 
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Iraq/Syria/TiibY^ Unit^ 
Contact: SSA _ 


Room 


4383 


Approved By; 


Drafted By; 
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315E-HQ-1448534-302 
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315 E-HQ- 1448634 -ELA 

315 E-HQ- 1448534 -EL 1 
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315 E-HQ- 1448534 -EL 1 B 

315 E-HQ- 1448534 -LAB 

315 E-HQ- 1448534 -NC 


DECLASSIFIED BY uc/baw 60324 
OK 35-06-2009 


desert spider 
IT - IRAQ 


Title; X 

Synopsis. >0 Opening ot s^til.s for oaprioned Matfer. AD 
authority to restrict subfile 302. 




CTasSi 
Reason___— 
IcTasHfy On; XI 


By; — 


(U) Full Field Investigation Instituted; 05 / 04 / 2 .o 04 NONUSPER 

Administrative; Js< Per .=. 11 SAC . E C without the 

_in Al.S OT _____-• n-1 ^T^ t’ 1 nn 


Ipp^rafof’^‘thrL 3 L“t“D'rector of the LountSThdrorisa Di.ision. 

sEcset^ 


•bb 

b? 


h "E 
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To : 
Re; 


Records Management 
(S< 315E-HQ-1448534 


From: Counterterrorism 

, 02/17/2004 


Details: X The 

intelligence and evidence as it relates to * establishes the 

investigation targeting Saddam ‘ j-eqarding Hussein. The 

subfile system for capturing information r g y 

following subfiles will be established; 

will be a repository for all contemporaneous notes 
and itens ihl=h"'iui"ne“ed"S be refined that are not evrdentrary 
in nature. 

IB - will document FD-192 bulky records and will be a 
repository for evidentiary material. 

_ t,d-m be a repository for FD-302’s, inserts and 
classified LHM's which document interviews conducted of captione 
subject and additional High Value Detainees. 

BC - will be a repository for background information on 
captioned subject and his closest associates. 

CE - will be used maintain all records regarding 
expenditures of case funds in captioned matter. 

ELA - will be used to maintain all documents regarding 
the administration of electronic surveillance in captioned 
matter. 

ELI - will document all original elsur logs developed 
or maintained in captioned matter. 

lab - will be a repository for all laboratory requests, 
reports and findings in captioned matter. 

NC - will be a repository for all pertinent 
clippings deemed oE significant value that they will add to the 
overall progression of the investigation. 

This EC also documents the fact n 

sensitive nature of the Interviews of captioned |“bie=tj^^and 

request of the Department of Jus i , Counterterrorism to 

Attornev General [noted in immediate EC from counceruei 

SeSSl comsel, dated 02/06/2004] the 302 subfile "lU ba 
?esSicted in tie Automated Case Management System (ACS) . Access 
will be granted to the following individuals. 
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To : 
Re : 


Records Management 
315E-HQ-144853 


From: Counterterrorism 

4, 02/17/2004 


uc 



uc 



SSA 

George riru 


SSA 



SSA 

SSA 

SSA 

lA 

lA 

lA 

lA 

lA 

RO _ I ^ 

ITOS II Deputy Section uniet 
ITOS II Section Chief 
D/AD Counterterrorism Division 
ad Counterterrorism Division 

EAD Counterterrorism/Counterintelligence 

OSC Baghdad Operations Center 
D/OSC Baghdad Operations Center 


Division 


b6 

b'/C 
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To: 
Re: 



ords Management 
315E-HQ-1448534 


From: Counterterrorism 

, 02/17/2004 


LEAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

FFCORDS MANAGEMENT 

AT WASHINGTON, DC 

(M RMD will ensure the aforementioned subfiles will 
be opened and that access to sub 302 will remain restricted o 
the above mentioned personnel. 


♦♦ 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Baghdad Operations Center 
February 7, 2004 


Interview Session Number: 
Interview Conducted by: 

Arabic/English Translation; 


S s A|_GeniXL£_L- 
SSAI_ 


Piro 


Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 7, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

X) Hussein stated he has served the Iraqi people for a 
very long time. He considers his greatest accomplishments to be 
the social programs for the citizens of Iraq and improvements in 
other sectors of the economy including enhancements to education, 
the health care system, industry, agriculture, and other areas 
that generally enhanced the way of life for Iraqis. 

In 1968, Iraqi people "barely had anything." Food 
was scarce, both in rural villages as well as in cities. 

Farmland was neglected and agricultural methoas were primitive. 
The Iraqi economy depended entirely on oil production, with most 
being exported from Iraq by foreign companies and not controlled 
by the government. As the country of Iraq manufactured very few 
products, most goods had to be imported. The health care system 
was "primitive" and the mortality rate was very high, 
particularly among the poor. The infant mortality rate was very 
high, estimated at 40-50 percent, with many deaths occurring 
during pregnancy or delivery. The literacy rate was around 
twenty-seven percent, with those classified as literate o 
not capable of true proficiency in either skill. Roads were 
almost non-existent in rural areas and "very bad" in the cities 
of Iraq. Limited educational opportunities existed at the 
university level, even in Baghdad. Many cities had no college 
whatsoever. Generally, only wealthy individuals could afford to 
send their children to a university. 
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Baghdad Operations Center 


Hussein improved all of the areas . 

discussed. He considers this his greatest accomplishment and 
"service" to the Iraqi people. 

In response to a question regarding Hussein's own 

IS Ja.h^^ 

a "crime " Hussein stated he would never accept that for Iraq. 
When prompted ^ tS/?woSd®tell my 

2nemJ"if%°Sdra mSikSt 1us«in sLd that he would not 

S^o^^^SifnrdSS -of ojneM' 

nor the American people, but the American sys.em ui y 

tsO Hussein stated it is not only important what peopj-s 
sav or thiS^ about him now but what they think in the future, 500 
or^lOOO years from now. The most important thing, however, 

Saf God'^SInks If God believes something, He will convince the 

iff believe. I£ God does not agree does not ^tter 

What the people think. Hussein added that a J.raitor prov 
information which led to his capture. As a guest at tne 
if aff and as an Iraqi, he should not have been given up to DS 
forces. The grandchildren of this "traitor will hold him 
accountable and tell this to future generations. 

In the future, Hussein believes he will be known 
for fairness and as having "faced oppression." Ultimately, what 
tSe ifSfffk will be f to them. Hussein stated Iraqis would 
not compare leaders of the pre-Islamic era to the Islamic e . 

::J&<Hussein believes Iraqi citizens were 
exercise thSi rights to self-govern as guaranteed by the interim 
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Baghdad Operations Center 


Constitution in 1990. This occurred because the people had a 
leader and a government to lead them. 

Hussein believes Iraq "will not die." Iraq is a 
great nation now, as it has been at times throughout history. 
Nations generally "go to the top" only once. Iraq, however, has 
been there many times, before and after Islam. Iraq is the only 
nation like this in the history of the world. This gift was 
given to the Iraqi people by God. When Iraqi people fall, they 
rise again. Hussein believes the Iraqi people “will take matters 
into their own hands, " rule themselves, and, v;ith God, decide 
what is right. Hussein hopes that Iraq will advance in all 
areas, financial, religious, etc. He added that, as a 
humanitarian, he hoped the same for the American people. 

Hussein was quoted a passage from the book "Zabibah 
and the King," commonly attributed as his writing, where the 
deputies shout, "Long live Zabibah. Long live the people. Long 
live the army." The deputies do not, however, shout "Long live 
the king." Hussein was asked whether the Iraqi people will 
forget or fail to shout for him, to which he replied no. He 
said, "It's in God's hands." Hussein emphasized the king is not 
the main subject of the book, rather the people. He stated God 
comes first, then the people. Hussein added Jesus Christ was 
considered "from the people" as Mary was of the people and Christ 
lived among the people. Being faithful is a cherished thing in 
life, being a traitor is the worst thing. Hussein stated, "God 
wanted to tell us don't be surprised when people are traitors to 
you." Hussein ended this portion of the discussion by saying "a 
prisoner can not do anything for the people." He said he still 
has to have faith in God and repeated "It's in God's hands." 

Hussein stated the National Progressive Front, a 
political party, first existed as the National Front from 1970- 
1974. The National Front consisted of the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), the Communist Party, and the Ba'ath Party. 

Political parties express differences in Iraq as occurs in other 
countries. Some groups, including the Kurds, did not believe in 
socialism along the same ideological lines as the Ba'ath.^ In 
1991, the National Progressive Front never actually came into 
being because of failure to pass the Constitution which was due 
to the first Gulf War. 
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Hussein considered any individual who was faithful 
to Iraq, and to the people, to be a part of the Ba'ath. The 
Ba'ath takes responsibility for successes and mistakes In 1989 
and again in 2002, Hussein attempted, unsuccessfully, to convinc 
his "colleagues" of the need for multiple political parties in 
Iraq. In Hussein's opinion, one party was not good for Iraq^ 
Hussein stated, "Life does not accept only one idea. It accepts 
only one God." Hussein continued saying that a political sys em 
similar to America's, with multiple parties, would cause too 
much commotion" for the Iraqi people and they would have to be 
forced to accept it. Hussein said, "I wish there were partie 
other than the Ba'ath." Differences, from_family through the 
people to the government, are good. Hussein ended this portio 
of the discussion by stating, "Currently, the only political 
parties existing in Iraq are the ones with the weapons. 

Hussein was quoted another passage from "Zabibah 
and the Kung^ which states, "I’m a great leader. You must obey 
me. Not only that, you must love me." He was then asked ^hethe 
a leader can obtain greatness through his achievements for hi 
people or demand greatness through fear. Hussein responded that 
fear will not make a ruler and will not make people love a rule . 
Love comes through communication. The "author • 

comparing this King to past kings. He did not want to emphasi 
or advocate the idea of the monarchy to the people as the 
"author" does not approve of this form of government. Thus, the 
King died and Zabibah lived, as a symbol of the people. 

Hussein believes people will love him more after he 
passes away than they do now. People are resisting the 
occupation of Iraq, now and before, under t e anners son 

Hussein. Now, however, Hussein is not in power and is in prison. 

Hussein stated people love someone for what they 
have done. During his Presidency and before, , 

much for Iraq. He concluded a peace 

Kurds) in the north in 1970. Hussein nationalized the Iraqi oil 
industry in 1972. He supported the 1973 war against Israel in 
Egypt and Syria. Iraq survived eight years of war with Iran from 
1980-1988 and the first Gulf War shortly thereafter. Iraq lived 
through 13-14 years of a boycott. Hussein asked whether the 
boycott still existed, and was told no. Despite all ^ e 
hardships and issues endured by Iraq, one hundred percent o 
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people voted for Hussein in the last elections. In Hussein s 
opinion, they still supported their leader. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Baghdad Operations Center 
February 8, 2004 


Interview Session Number: 2 

Interview Conducted by: SSA George T,. Pirr^ 

ssa| 

Arabic/English Translation: I 


.b6 

b7 


Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 8, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 


Hussein stated the farm where he was captured in 
December, 2003 was the same location he stayed in 1959 after 
fleeing Baghdad upon participating in a failed assassination 
attempt on then Iraqi President Qassem. 

X), Hussein was asked whether the decision to go to war 
against Iran in September, 1980 was based on threats from Iran or 
whether the war was a means of reclaiming Arab/Iraqi territory, 
specifically the Shatt-al-Arab Waterway. Hussein stated, "We 
consider the war as having started on September 4, not September 
22, as the Iranians state." Hussein then provided an example of 
a farmer who is your neighbor next door. Husoein prefers to use 
farming/rural examples as they have special meaning to him. One 
day, the neighbor's son beats up your son. The next day, the 
neighbor's son bothers your cows. Subsequently, the neighbor's 
son damages your farmland by disturbing the irrigation system, 
if ^11 these things have occurred, eventually, after enough 
incidents, you approach your neighbor, tell him each 
transgression by event and ask him to stop. Usually, a warning 
or approach to the neighbor is enough to stop this behavior. 

With Iran, however, this approach by Iraq did not work. Iran, in 
Hussein's opinion, was in violation of the 1975 "Algiers 
Agreement concerning the waterway. Furthermore, Iran was also 
deemed to have interfered in Iraqi politics, also a violation of 
the treaty. In Hussein's opinion, this left Iraq no choice but 
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to fight. Thereafter, Iraq fought the war and sacrificed so that 
interference by Iran in Iraq would end. 

^ Hussein provided some thoughts about the mindset of 

the Iranian leadership, specifically Ayatollah Khomeini, and the 
l^stiian decision to fight the war. When Khomeini came to power 
in 1979, he had two things which "interfered" with his mind. 

One, he was a religious fanatic who thought all leaders were like 
the Shah of Iran, a person easily toppled. Khomeini thought 
si^ce he removed the Shah so easily he could do the same 
elsewhere including Iraq. Second, Khomeini had a "complex" about 
leaving/being kicked out of Iraq previously in the late 1970s. 
Khomeini, exiled from Iran, had been a "guest" of Iraq who was 
given shelter" in Najaf. While there, he began speaking out 
against the Shah and the Iranian government. Khomeini, in 
Hussein's opinion, was not respecting the written agreement 
(Algiers Agreement) between Iraq and Iran and was interfering in 
internal Iranian affairs. The Iraqi government informed Khomeini 
of their position. They also told him "you are our guest, no one 
can ask you to leave or for you to be handed over." The Shah 
had, in fact, tried to get Hussein to turn over Khomeini to Iran. 
In Arab culture, one can not "give up" a guest. 

Khomeini refused to cease his activities against 
the Shah and the Iranian government. Khomeini stated that if his 
practices were against Iraqi policy, he would leave. Thereafter, 
he attempted to depart to Kuwait but was refused entry. Iraq 
allowed him to return for three or four days and complied with 
his request for assistance in traveling to another country. 
Khomeini then traveled to Paris, France. 

Hussein stated he does not regret Iraq's treatment 
of Khomeini. When asked whether Khomeini ignored the gratitude 
9^ ^^sq^upon return from Kuwait, a step which could have resulted 
in Iraq's refusal to admit him and subsequent transfer to Iran, 
Hussein stated, "No. It would not have changed the situation. 

The people did not want the Shah." Khomeini became a symbol for 
the people of Iran after departing Iraq because of his age and 
because he had been "kicked out" of Iran. Hussein only stated 
"maybe" when questioned whether Ayatollah Sayyid Mohammad Sadr, a 
prominent Shia cleric executed in Iraq in 1980, may have been 
such a symbol. Hussein added he himself was a symbol as one 
could find pictures of Hussein inside houses and elsewhere in 
Iraq. 
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X) Khomeini believed the Shia population in southern 
Iraq would follow him, especially during the war with Iraq. But, 
according to Hussein, "They did not welcome him." In fact, the 
Shia remained loyal to Iraq and fought the Iranians. 

X) Hussein acknowledged that the Iranian military in 
1980 was weak and "lacked leadership" as most of the high-ranking 
officers had been removed upon change of the Iranian leadership 
from the Shah to Khomeini. This, however, did not impact on the 
decision to engage in war with Iran at that moment. Hussein 
stated, "If the Shah's army still existed, we would have defeated 
them in the first month." Under Khomeini, despite lacking 
leadership, the Iranian military, including the army and the 
Revolutionary Guard, "advanced in thousands" against Iraqi 
forces. The Iraqi army fought bravely, especially at the 
borders. 

Hussein was asked whether assassination attempts 
against Ira^ government officials prior to the conflict, 
allegedly at the hands of Iranian-backed groups, including 
Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz and Minister of Culture and 
Information Latif Nayyif Jasim, affected the decision to go to 
war with Iran. Hussein stated there were "540 assaults" on Iraq 
by Iran before the war. 249 of these "assaults" included air 
incursions or raids. Iraq presented this information to the 
United Nations. Iran blocked the Shatt-al-Arab Waterway and sank 
Iraqi and foreign ships. Before September 29, 1980, Iran bombed 
Iraqi oil refineries in Basra and other cities in southern Iraq. 
The assassination attempts against Aziz and Jasim, and others, 
were among the many incidents leading up to war with Iran. 

When asked the objective of the war, Hussein 
replied, "Ask Iran. They began the war. I have explained all 
the reasons for the war before." Upon repeating the question, 
Hussein stated the objective was "to have Iran not interfere in 
our internal affairs." Hussein repeated some information 
previously provided including the fact that he believed Iran 
violated the treaty of 1975 (Algiers Agreement). Iran occupied 
the entire Shatt-al-Arab Waterway, while the agreement stated 
their right to only half. Iran did not respond to diplomatic 
communications regarding these facts. 

Hussein stated Iraqi forces initially succeeded and 
occupied cities and territory in southern Iran just across the 
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border including areas in and near Muhamra, Ahwaz, and Dosful. 
Iraqi forces did not push further into Iran because the immediate 
objective was to stop artillery attacks from Iran which emanated 
from areas near the border. 

^M^After approximately two years, Iraqi forces were 
pushed back and the war became defensive for Hussein's military. 
When questioned why the war became defensive for Iraq, Hussein 
stated that "one can not plan for the Iraqi army the same as for 
the American army." From a military viewpoint, plans are made 
according to capability. The military agrees that when supply 
routes are lengthened, problems arise. Hussein stated, "The 
soldier of today is not the same as the soldier of 100 years 
ago.” They are part of a "universal group" hearing and seeing 
things on the television and radio. The soldier is "part of the 
world" and is "affected" by this. If ordered to counterattack, 
the "winning" soldier will push to the objective and beyond. 
Hussein agreed that the later Iraqi offensive stage of the war in 
1986-87 saw many successes, including the capture of three- 
fourths of Iranian tanks and half of the artillery and armored 
personnel carriers. 

Hussein discussed further the reasoning behind not 
advancing further into Iran. He repeated that Iraq had recovered 
enough territory, removing the threat of Iranian artillery, in 
the early years of the war. Hussein said, "If we went deep 
inside Iran, they would think we wanted something else." He 
added, "We did not face a regular army, which is easier to plan 
against." Hussein further stated that for many Iraqi soldiers, 
this was their first combat experience. Many were "pumped up" 
especially with the early successes into Iranian territory. 

Within a few days, however, many soldiers thought "Why am I 
here?" As confirmed to Hussein by the Iraqi military leaders, 
many soldiers preferred to defend the borders and remain in Iraq. 
Withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Iranian territory should have 
occurred before this change in mentality took place. Some 
military commanders wanted to remain, others wanted to withdraw. 
After two years of war, some Iraqi military leaders felt Iran had 
"learned its lesson" and recommended withdrawal. Hussein 
respected information from the military cormnanders and ordered 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces. 

Hussein stated, normally, defensive operations are 
not "good from a tactical standpoint" nor are they good for the 
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soldiers' morale. Hussein said, "If a soldier does not see 
logic, he will not perform as well or be obedient. If he accepts 
the task at hand as logical, he will be obedient. A soldier must 
be convinced, otherwise discipline is a problem." Hussein 
commented about the present mental state of American soldiers in 
Iraq. He said, "If you asked the American soldier, who came to 
Iraq to find weapons of mass destruction, but none could be 
found, and who came to remove the leaders of the Hussein 
dictatorship, who are all in jail now, but are replaced with 
other dictators, whether he wanted to stay or go, he would say 


go. 


When asked whether the use of chemical weapons by 
Iraq against Iran during the defensive period of the war occurred 
only through necessity, i.e., Iraq would have lost the war 
without such use, Hussein responded, “I do not have an answer for 
that. I am not going to answer." When asked whether he thought 
Iraq was going to lose the war with Iran, particularly after 1982 
and during the 1984-86 time frame, Hussein responded, "No. Not 
for a second. I said this on television. I said this in five 
letters I sent to Iran." In the letters, Hussein outlined the 
strengths of the Iraqi military. Hussein stated some Iraqi 
commanders did not like the fact that this type of information 
was included in letters to Iran. Iranian leaders thought Hussein 
was lying, while Iraqis believed him. Returning to Iraqi 
chemical weapons use, Hussein stated, "I will not be cornered or 
caught on some technicality. It will not do you any good. The 
United States has paid dearly for its mistakes here in Iraq and 
throughout the world and will continue to pay for its mistakes 
all over the world." 


Hussein stated Iran did not "get the message" after 
1982 when Iraq pulled back to its borders. He stated, "If you do 
not break their heads, they will not understand." 

Hussein stated Iraq "did not owe much money" after 
the war with Iran. Iraq had received aid from Arab countries, 
which Hussein believed to be aid and not loans. After the war, 
however, these countries "changed their minds" and demanded 
repayment. Some countries viewed Iraq as a military threat. 

Iran was not viewed as a military threat, as its forces were 
devastated by the war. Hussein laughed at this point. 
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Hussein stated Iraq agreed to a United Nations 
resolution on September 28, 1980 calling for a cessation of 
hostilities with Iran. Iran, however, did not agree to this 
resolution. Hussein added that Iraq also agreed to UN Resolution 
598 in 1987 calling for an end to the war. Iran, again, did not 
agree to this resolution. Iraq, in fact, attempted numerous 
times throughout the war to engage Iran in discussion in order to 
stop the fighting. Hussein stated "we did this when we did not 
have to" for the good of the people and for hijmanity. Iran only 
accepted terms of a cease fire in 1988 "after they lost the war." 


Regarding UN findings about Iraq's use of chemical 
weapons during the Iran-Iraq War, Hussein stated, "History is 
written and will not change. No one can stop history from being 
written." Hussein pointed out that Iran used chemical weapons 
first, at Muhamra {which is Khoramshahar in Iran), in 
September/October, 1931. When asked whether Iraq had to use 
chemical weapons for defensive reasons, Hussein responded, "I am 
not going to answer, .no matter how you put the question. " 


Hussein stated, “I will discuss everything unless 
it hurts my people, my friends, or the army." Hussein gave 
details of an incident in 1964 involving Ahmad Hasan Al-Bakr, 
General Secretary of the Ba'ath Party. Bakr and Hussein, who was 
chief of the military branch of the Ba'ath at that time, were 
arrested for plotting a coup against then Iraqi President Aref. 
Hussein stated he admitted full responsibility for the plot and 
could not have provided information against anyone else. 

Hussein stated, "It is not fair for someone in 
charge to blame others. If someone says Saddam told me to do it, 
that is not a problem for me and does not hurt me." 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 10, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Hussein provided his comments regarding the 
Palestinian situation. Any attempt to understand the roots of 
the problems surrounding the Palestinian issue should be made 
from the viewpoint of an Arab, and not just as a Palestinian. 

The problem is not only a Palestinian one but also an Arab one. 

In the 1960s, many revolutions occurred in Arab countries with 
the uprisings generally taking place as the result of the 
dissatisfaction of the people with the rulers of those times. 

Part of the reason leaders were removed was their failure to 
address the Palestinian issue adequately or ignoring it 
altogether. Any solution to the problem should be based on 
fairness and international law. International law, and its 
application, created the problem in 1948 upon formation of the 
separate Jewish state of Israel from lands previously claimed by 
the Palestinians. A solution, from foreigners and those 
"internal" to the issue, must be presented in that scope. 

Everyone has been looking for a solution. However, Hussein 
stated, "A solution that does not convince the majority of 
Palestinians will not be successful." The foundation of any such 
solution, and the final outcome, must be the establishment of a 
separate state of Palestine. 
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When questioned about a speech he once gave 
regarding the 1968 revolution in Iraq, Hussein agreed that he 
commented in the speech "we did not revolt against a person, we 
revolted against the system of government." He further agreed 
that he stated the revolution was undertaken "to move Iraqi 
people, the country, the Arab world as a whole, and the 
Palestinians forward." Hussein added the Ba'ath Party was the 
only political party that demonstrated against the Iraqi 
government in 1967. 

Regarding the Six-Day Arab-Israeli War in 1967, 
Hussein stated that Arabs had hoped that lands lost in 1948 would 
be won back. Hussein stated, "We were sad v;hen that did not 
happen." Although expectations were low for success, the news 
was especially disheartening when details were provided about the 
rapid defeat of the Egyptian and Syrian military forces. People 
of the Arab world became "sad and depressed" and developed a 
feeling of revolution. 

Even though the 1967 war was lost, Hussein still 
respected Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser after the war. 

In Hussein's opinion, Nasser "could represent the Arabs to the 
world" while others were "weak." At that time, Nasser was the 
only ruler with a close relationship to the "Arab masses." 

Despite losing the war, Nasser did not lose the respect of the 
people. The hopes of the people, however, were greater than the 
result Nasser could deliver. Losing the war showed the limits of 
the capabilities of Nasser and the Egyptian .military forces. 
Hussein pointed out that the war also exposed internal issues in 
the Egyptian leadership. Abdul Hakim Aramer, head of the Egyptian 
military, would not permit Nasser's "interference" in military 
matters "even though Nasser was head of the country." When 
Nasser later resigned, millions of Egyptians protested for him 
to resume his duties as President. Hussein opined that it seemed 
"Nasser depended on international politics rather than 
preparation of his military and people" leading up to the war. 
When he died in 1970, citizens "cried for him." 

Regarding the 1973 Arab-Israeli War, Egyptian 
President Sadat, who served as Vice President under Nasser, 

"could not bring back the hopes of the Arabs." Sadat seemed not 
to have a specific cause or aim and was unable to do anything 
about 1948 and the "rape of Palestine." Because Sadat was not a 
"man of cause," Egyptian soldiers were not "motivated" by him. 
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Similarly, the people of Egypt were not motivated. In fact, 
during this time, Egyptians mocked their own soldiers making 
jokes about the military saying they did not fight in 1967. 

Sadat did, however, through his own personality, make the United 
States and Israel believe he could win a war with Israel. 


When questioned about Sadat’s ability to ultimately 
do more for his people than Nasser, particularly with respect to 
bringing peace and reclaiming territory, Hussein stated Nasser's 
effect was "nominal." Hussein added, "If you tell Iraqis Kuwait 
will be a part of Iraq, they will be happy." The Arab nation, 
from poor to wealthy individuals, is one nation with the same 
language, common borders, and the same aims. There is one Arab 
world, from the "simple person to the lawmakers and thinkers." 

The strength of any person in a "family" comes from cooperation 
with and love of each other in the "family." If a member of the 
"family" does not understand this, he will be "weak and fall." 
Sadat was not faithful to "family" matters. Prior to the 1967 
war, the West Bank and Jerusalem were under control of Jordan 
while Gaza was under control of Egypt. Sadat’s peace agreement 
with the Israelis failed to return the territories to the 
rightful owners, the Palestinians. Thus, Sadat was a "traitor to 
the cause." Israel only willingly returned the Sinai Peninsula 
as it was a "military burden" and was an easy "political move." 


Sadat lost honor as a result of agreements made 
with Israel. Additionally, the Egyptian economy worsened 
significantly under his leadership. In contrast, Egypt's economy 
flourished under Nasser with its markets opened to all Arab 
countries. 


Hussein stated, "Being at peace is not easy." 

Peace without a cause will create a change in balance. Regarding 
a comment made to a British journalist approximately two years 
ago, Hussein did not mean peace could be achieved by losing faith 
and prestige. On the contrary, any peace should be negotiated to 
a "favorable position of power." 

Hussein stated Iraq fought in the 197 3 war on two 
fronts, with its air forces contributing in Egypt and Syria and 
ground forces fighting in Syria. When asked whether Iraq could 
have done more, Hussein responded, "What more could we have done? 
We sent all of our military to fight under Egyptian and Syrian 
command." Prior to the war, Egypt had sent then Vice President 
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Mubarak to Iraq to request aircraft and pilots for use in 
attacking Israeli surface-to-air missiles sites. Iraq provided 
the aircraft though they were already fighting the Kurds in the 
north. The Syrians requested Iraq's assistance just after start 
of the war saying Israel would occupy Syria without Iraq's help. 


Regarding the reported failure of the Syrian 
military to "openly welcome" Iraqi forces in 1973, Hussein 
stated, "No one is as generous as Iraqis." Hussein was further 
asked for his comments regarding the failure/refusal of the 


Syrian military to provide Iraqi forces with maps, communications 
equipment, and other assistance needed to fight the war together. 
Hussein replied, "A loser does not know where his head and feet 
are. It was a difficult situation, to come together like this." 
Hussein postulated, "Perhaps the Syrians did not have maps." 

Iraqi officers were accustomed to different treatment in their 
own military ranks. 


Iraq has always accepted Palestinian refugees into 
the country, during Hussein's time and previously. These 
influxes of refugees include after 1948 upon formation of Israel, 
after September, 1970 (Black September in Jordan), and in 1991 
after the first Gulf War. Hussein stated, "We welcomed them, 
gave them jobs, and gave them the right to O’wn land and a house." 
The latter policy regarding homes was in contradiction with the 
doctrine of the Arab League which did not permit Palestinians to 
own residences. In Hussein's opinion, Arab League members 
assumed that Palestinians would not leave if they owned their own 
residences. Hussein did not agree with this policy for 
"humanitarian reasons." When presented by Hussein, the Iraqi 
leadership agreed with this position. For Palestinians in Iraq, 
"this helped life be normal." 


(X) Hussein acknowledged that Iraqi government built 
and/or rented homes for Palestinians from Iraqi landlords. 

Hussein stated, "We were concerned about everybody in Iraq. We 
would not have let them live on the streets. Things such as 
food, work, and a home are needed for the sake of pride." 

Hussein stated some people accused Iraq of trying to remove the 
Palestinians. Hussein added, on the contrary, we "could not kick 
a guest out." 


pf'Sj Hussein does not remember whether the Iraqi 
government paid all or a portion of rent, for all or a certain 
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amount of time, for the Palestinian housing in Iraq. Hussein has 
no knowledge of home owners suing the government for unpaid rent, 
particularly in the early to mid-1990s, and losing such a case to 
the government. Hussein stated, "If we promised to pay, we would 
have done it. If the case was lost, the government must not have 
promised to pay." Hussein denied there was a law permitting the 
government to "rent" homes without actually paying rent to the 
landlord. He said, "That's not true. There was no such law. 
That's rape or jungle law." Hussein asked to see the law on 
paper. 

Hussein provided comments about the 197 4 Rabat 
Siammit where it is reported that the Iraqi government gave up its 
belief in an "armed struggle" for Palestine and accepted a 
"phased strategy." Hussein stated this was the first conference 
he had ever attended. Usually, the Iraqi Minister of Foreign 
Affairs attended on behalf of the government. At the summit, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) presented a general 
strategy asking Jordan for the West Bank as a homeland. 
Previously, the West Bank and Jerusalem were under control of 
Jordan and its ruler King Hussein. Hussein stated, "We approved 
this after a speech by King Hussein." In Hussein's opinion, King 
Hussein did not object to the plan "but seem unconvinced." Also 
at this time, Iraq agreed that the PLO would be the only legal 
representative of Palestine. 

Hussein acknowledged that Palestinian groups, 
including Al-Fatah, had offices in Baghdad. In 1978, however, 
Al-Fatah closed its offices and reportedly distributed leaflets. 
Hussein does not know the details of the message on the leaflets 
but heard it was negative towards the Iraqi government. The 
relationship between the Iraqi government and Al-Fatah "was not 
good." Regarding the objectives of other Palestinian 
organizations, which seemed to differ from those of the PLO and 
Iraq, Hussein stated friction between individuals or groups 
regarding the same matter often results in differing ideas being 
put forth. According to Hussein, the Palestinians needed 
"central control." The individuals comprising the leadership of 
the various Palestinian groups were "not on the same page." As 
for the Iraqis, the leadership met and decided not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of the PLO. Hussein stated it was 
decided that Iraq would "help as we can." The Palestinians were 
told, however, the limitations of the Iraqi government. 
Thereafter, direction regarding Iraqi assistance to Palestinians, 
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and limitations, was provided to all Iraqi government sectors. 
Hussein described relations with the the PLO during the period 
1978-2003 as "good." 


Hussein stated representatives of the Palestine 
Liberation Front (PLF) and Abu Nidal Organization (ANO) were 
present in Iraq at times. Hussein stated, "We accepted them as 
guests." They were directed not to conduct activities against 
Iraq and to refrain from terrorism. PLF and ANO members were 
told not to interfere in the internal affairs of the PLO. At one 
point, the ANO was warned to cease terrorist activities. 


^>SQ Hussein acknowledged the presence of Mohammed 
Abbas, aka Abu Abbas, in Iraq at some point. Hussein did not 
admit to specifically assisting Abbas. He stated, "If we 
accepted someone as a guest, we must help them. A guest cannot,^ 
however, demand what he wants for breakfast, lunch, and dii^er. 
Hussein reiterated that Iraq considered the PLO as the official 
political organization for Palestine and all other groups were 
secondary. 

Hussein was told the details of a videotaped 
meeting wMch took place approximately two years ago between 
Abbas and Tahir Jalil Habbush, Director of the Iraqi Intelligence 
Service. At the meeting, Abbas requested Iraqi assistance, 
including money, training, weapons, and transportation, to carry 
out missions to attack Israel. Hussein was told the videotape 
was seen by the interviewer. Hussein was questioned as to 
whether these actions planned against Israel constituted a 
legitimate defense of Palestine or terrorism, thereby exceeding 
the normal assistance provided to a guest. Hussein asked, "What 
did the Iraqi government do? If you have the recording, you 
know." Hussein stated that his position is one where attempts 
are made to regain all Arab lands, including those "raped and 
taken." He stated this is neither a secret nor is it something 
which brings shame. Hussein added, "If Habbush and Abbas met, 
that's something else. We call for a military struggle to regain 
Arab lands. The principles are the same as that which we have 
talked about before." Hussein continued, "If Abbas asked for 
these things, it does not mean we gave them to him. If Abbas 
carried out any attacks in Israel, that means we helped him. If 
he did not, we did not help him." When told Abbas carried out 
attacks in Israel, Hussein replied, "Those occurred before asking 
us for assistance. That was their choice." Hussein stated, "At 
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any time, we have the ability and the right to help in the 
struggle. I'm not talking about Abbas, I'm talking about 
organizations in Palestine. Outsiders are not serious." Hussein 
asked for the answer provided by Habbush to Abbas. The 
interviewer told Hussein money was provided to Abbas, but not as 
much as requested. Hussein stated, "This is intelligence work. 

We have been open about Palestine." 

Hussein was questioned whether assistance to Abbas 
would help achieve the goals of Palestinians or whether it would 
work against such aims. Hussein stated since he was a "young 
struggler" in the Ba'ath Party, he believed any organization 
should fight from the inside, not the outside. Per Hussein, any 
attempts from the outside are just "talk" and "not serious." 
Hussein suggested further details regarding Abbas could be 
obtained from Habbush or from further review of the videotape of 
the meeting between the two. 

Regarding whether the Director of the IIS would 
meet without the approval of the Iraqi leadership to discuss such 
a matter with Abbas, Hussein replied, "Does the American Director 
of Intelligence call President Bush every time before meeting 
someone?" Hussein agreed that the President, in both the United 
States and Iraq, sets policy for all branches of government. 
Hussein stated, although Abbas reportedly asked the Iraqi IIS 
Director for 1-2 million dollars according to the interviewer, he 
would not have given him even "$10,000." Hussein added, "Any 
Palestinian who wanted to train and to go fight for Palestine, I 
said train him. Money and weapons are different from training." 
Because of sanctions against Iraq, the government could not offer 
as much assistance as previously provided. Hussein stated, "If 
the IIS had the ability, it is not wrong as long as the struggle 
is on the inside." 

Hussein was questioned whether Iraq's stated 
position of recognition of the PLO as the sole representative of 
Palestine conflicted with support provided to other groups and 
individuals including Abbas. Hussein responded, "I didn't say I 
helped Abbas. Don't put words in my mouth." Hussein added, "I 
think the questions should be in the context of a dialogue, not 
an interrogation." Hussein continued saying, "If the IIS helped 
Abbas, and he fought for Palestine, that is not wrong. If a 
person says he wants to struggle against Israel, and that person 
is not officially representing Palestinians, there is no conflict 
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with Iraqi policy." Hussein said any such person who stated he 
wanted to "negotiate" would not be supported by Iraq as that is 
the role of Arafat and the PLO. 

At the end of interview, Hussein was asked about 
his movements when hostilities began in March, 2003. Hussein 
stated he remained in Baghdad until April 10 or 11, 2003, 
whereupon it appeared the city was about to fall. Prior to his 
departure from Baghdad, he held a final meeting with the senior 
Iraqi leadership and told them "we will struggle in secret." 
Thereafter, he departed Baghdad and began gradually “dispersing" 
his bodyguards, telling them they had completed their duty, so as 
not to draw attention. 
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>^) Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was ^ 

interviewed on February 13, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

The lead interviewer began the discussion by 
explaining'^teat today’s session would be a general dialogue 
regarding the United Nations (UN) and various resolutions 
concerning Iraq as passed by the UN. 

Hussein said, "Let me ask a direct question. I 
want to ask where, from the beginning of this interview process 
until now, has the information been going? For our relationship 
to remain clear, I want to know." The interviewer told Hussein 
that he is a representative of the US Government, and that 
reports from these interviews are no doubt being reviewed by many 
US government officials. Although the interviewer denied any 
personal knowledge, these individuals may include the President 
of the United States. Hussein stated that he would have no 
reservations if others were "brought into" the process and that 
he "does not mind" if the information is published. 


^ When questioned whether Hussein had ever used 
"doubles" or those resembling him as has been often discussed in 
books and other publications, he laughed and stated. This is 
jnovie magic, not reality." Hussein added that it is very 
difficult for someone to impersonate another individual. 


When questioned whether others in the Iraqi 
government, including his son Uday, had used "doubles" as has 
been described in a book by an Iraqi man, Hussein denied any 
information regarding these reports. He stated, "I think my^sons 
would not do this." Hussein added they might have considered 
such a tactic during war, but not in peace. He never saw 
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"doubles" for either of his sons, during times of war or peace. 
Hussein asked rhetorically, "Do not think I am getting upset when 
you mention my sons. I still think about them and the fact that 
they were martyred. They will be examples to everyone throughout 
the world." Both of his sons fought in the war against Iran in 
the 1980s, before "arriving at the normal age." They, and one 
other individual, are the only ones known to Hussein as having 
fought while "underage." 

During the Iran-Iraq War in the battle for the 
liberation of the Al-Faw Peninsula in 1987, Hussein and all of 
his immediate male relatives fought. This was an important and 
decisive battle, a fact which was communicated by Hussein to all 
Iraqis. Hussein stated, "When I believe in principles, I believe 
in them fully, not partially, not gradually, but completely," 
Hussein added that God creates us, and only he decides when he is 
going to take us. Hussein ended this portion of the interview 
saying, "If you decide to p\iblish a book, be sure to write it in 
English as well as Arabic." 

CSi Upon revisiting the issue whether Hussein ever used 
"doiibles," he replied, "No, of course not." 

The interview then turned to a discussion of 
Hussein's view/opinions vis-a-vis the UN in the 1990s, beginning 
with UN Resolution 687. As relayed by the interviewer, UNR 687^ 
called for Iraq to, among other things, declare the existence, if 
any, or to destroy, chemical and biological weapons, and agree to 
make no further attempts to manufacture or acquire such weapons. 
The resolution also called for Iraq to reaffirm its compliance 
with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. UNR 687 also detailed 
steps which Iraq had to undertake in order to have UN sanctions 
against the country lifted. Specifically, the interviewer asked 
about Hussein's decisions and the rationale for these decisions 
with respect to UNR 687. 

Hussein stated UNR 661, not UNR 687, is the first 
resolution in the 1990s concerning Iraq which would eventually 
contribute to tensions and lead to the most recent war with the 
United States. The interviewer confirmed his familiarity with 
this resolution, but stated UNR 687 would be the starting point 
for this discussion. 
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Hussein acknowledged Iraq accepted UNR 687. 

Hussein further acknowledged Iraq made a mistake by destroying 
some weapons without UN supervision. When questioned as to 
whether Iraq also made a mistake regarding failure to provide 
complete disclosure, initially and throughout the process, 

Hussein responded, "That's a very good question." UNR 687 was 
not written according to the "UN way." It followed UNR 661, 
issued before the first Gulf War, and similar to UNR 661, was 
supported by the United States. Hussein stated, "The United 
States started the cause and others followed. 661 was agreed 
upon by all parties while 687 was not." 

M After the first Gulf War began, the US President 
eventually requested a meeting in the Gulf on a ship, similar to 
the meeting held at the end of World War II between the United 
States and Japan, in order to discuss a cease-fire agreement. 

Iraq refused such a meeting. Ultimately, Iraq met with leaders 
of other countries in a location "at the borders." Iraq agreed 
to a cease-fire and withdrew its armies. Thereafter, UNR 687 was 
passed. Hussein reiterated that UNR 687 was approved at the 
insistence of the United States. According to Hussein, "no such 
decision" existed before in the history of the UN. 

(M When the first Gulf War began, Iraqi military 
forces were "away from the borders." There were those who wanted 
to "rape" Iraq in war, since they could not do that in peace. 

The Iraqi government wrote letters to the UN 
affirming compliance with UNR 687. Iraq did not agree with the 
resolution but agreed to implement it so that "people would not 
get hurt." 


In Hussein's view, UN inspectors wanted all 
expenses, including their accommodations, travel, and other costs 
paid for by Iraq. Instead of waiting for the inspectors and 
bearing these expenses, Iraq commenced destruction of the 
weapons. Iraq did not hide these weapons. UN inspectors later 
requested documentation of the destruction of the weapons and 
visited various places taking samples for review. Hussein 
stated, "If it is presumed that we were mistaken in the 
percentage of weapons that we say we destroyed, then how many 
mistakes were made by the United States according to UNR 687." 
These "mistakes" include occupying Iraq, implementation of the 
"No Fly Zones" over northern and southern Iraq, and the bombing 
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of Iraq which took place from the first Gulf War to the most 
recent one. Hussein questioned why the UN implemented UNR 687 in 
such a harsh manner against Iraq, while other UN resolutions, 
including those against Israel, were not enforced. Hussein ended 
this portion of the discussion saying, "If we were to bring a 
professor from a college in the United States to Iraq, he would 
agree with my observations regarding UNR 687, with the exception 
of the issue of the sovereignty of another country (Kuwait)." 

M During a lengthy dialogue with the interviewer 
regarding UNR 687, Hussein made several statements. He 
acknowledged UNR 687 passed and Iraq agreed "to deal with it." 
Regarding destruction of weapons, Hussein stated, "We destroyed 
them. We told you, with documents. That’s it." When questioned 
about Iraqi restrictions placed on locations visited by UN 
inspectors, Hussein replied, "What places?" The interviewer told 
Hussein numerous locations including the Ministry of Agriculture, 
to which Hussein replied, "By God, if I had such weapons, I would 
have used them in the fight against the United States." The 
interviewer pointed out that most accused persons who are 
innocent agree to a full and complete examination of the details 
of the accusation. Once cleared, the accused party would then 
provide evidence of any mistreatment during the investigation. 
Hussein stated, "This is not a question, it is a dialogue. 

Good." 


Hussein opined that the United States used 
prohibited weapons in Vietnam. He asked whether America would 
accept Iraqis inspecting the White House for such weapons. 

Hussein stated any such search would likely find nothing. He 
added, "A country that accepts being violated will bring dishonor 
to its people." Negotiation is the normal method of resolution 
of any disagreement, particularly among nations. Negotiation is 
the "way of the UN." 

When emphasized to Hussein that the international 
community ^reed that Iraq had not complied with UNR 687, he 
responded that Iraq believed there was something wrong with "the 
international way." The United States convinced the world of its 
position regarding Iraq. Regarding further discussion, Hussein 
commented, "I must prepare an answer in my mind, so that it does 
not come in pieces. Let’s leave the past where it is, not that 
we agree, but to maximize our time." 

4 
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Hussein commented that in the most recent war with 
Iraq, the United States only ally was Britain. All other major 
countries, including France, China, Russia, and Germany, were 
against the war. The United States was "looking for a reason to 
do something." Now, the United States is here and did not find 
any weapons of mass destruction. Hussein pointed out to the 
interviewer that decisions were made by the Iraqi leadership and 
not just by Hussein. Iraqi leaders made decisions which gave the 
United States an "opening" and the reasons for the most recent 
war. 


Hussein remarked that, at times, people told Jesus 
Christ, the Prophet Muhammad, Moses, David, and all other 
prophets to give up their beliefs, teachings, and principles to 
save their own lives. Hussein stated, "If a man gives up his 
principles, his life has no value. In the case of the prophets, 
they would have been ignoring the orders of God." Hussein added, 
"If Iraq had given up its principles, we would have been 
worthless.” Hussein stated that he was elected by the people, 
and not "brought in by some other country or companies." Thus, 
he was required to comply with the principles of the people. 

yi) The interviewer stressed to Hussein that Iraq's 
actions led to the implementation of UN sanctions. The Iraqi 
leadership's actions, and in some cases failure to act, compelled 
the UN to continue the sanctions. Hussein responded, "This is 
your opinion. I answered." He continued saying that it is 
difficult to give up "your nationality, your country, and your 
traditions." Hussein pointed out that perhaps the interviewer 
and another American might think differently on the subject of 
Iraq. 


Hussein said, "If I wanted to be a politician, I 
could. But, I do not like politicians or politics." When noted 
to Hussein that some people would state he played politics with 
the UN, Hussein stated, "We abided totally by all UN decisions." 
The United States should be blamed, not the UN. Hussein stated, 
“We are among the few remaining cavaliers." 




Upon any examination of blame, the interviewer 
pointed out one must first look at the origins of the discord 
between Iraq and the world, the invasion of Kuwait. Hussein 
responded, "America had a plan with Kuwait to attack Iraq. We 
had a copy of the plan in our hands. If I had the (prohibited) 
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weapons, would I have let United States forces stay in Kuwait 
without attacking? I wish the United States did not have the 
intention to attack Iraq." 

When questioned whether the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, which led to war with the United States, also 
precipitated the sanctions against Iraq, Hussein asked, "I ask 
you as an American, when did the United States stop shipments of 
grain to Iraq? In 1989. When did the United States contact 
European countries to boycott sales of technological equipment to 
Iraq? In 1989. The United States was planning to destroy Iraq, 
an intention pushed by Zionism and the effect of Zionism on 
elections in the United States." This US "plan" was also 
influenced by countries located near Iraq, particularly Israel, 
which viewed Iraq as a dangerous military threat upon conclusion 
of the Iran-Iraq War. Hussein stated, "I believe this very 
much." 


Regarding Kuwait and the war, Hussein stated, "It 
is difficult to avoid someone who is armed and standing outside 
your house unless you come out and shoot." As Iraq is a small 
country, it was difficult to stop the United States no matter 
what steps were taken. 


X) Leading up to the most recent war, the United 
States provided much "history" to the world regarding Iraq. 
Hussein stated, "It was difficult for me, or any honorable 
person, not to attempt to stop the United States from entering 
Iraq." 




Regarding providing his personal observations 
versus his opinions as President of Iraq, Hussein stated, "There 
is nothing I consider personal. I cannot forget my capacity as 
President. This is what I know and am convinced of. Thus, it is 
difficult to answer from a personal viewpoint. I cannot forget 
my role and principles for one second, and forget what I was." 


X) At the end of the interview, Hussein was again 
asked about his movements after the beginning of the war in 
March, 2003. Hussein stated he was not in the Dora neighborhood 
of Baghdad on March 19, 2003 when it was bombed by coalition 
forces. Hussein added that he was not in this neighborhood in 
the ten days before this attack or at any time throughout the 
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war. Hussein believes that coalition forces targeted this 
location because they mistakenly believed he was present. 

Regarding his method of movement before the fall of 
Baghdad in April, 2003, Hussein stated that success in movement 
of persons orec^ipment during war time required knowledge of 
enemy capabilities as well as "our own capabilities." The 
persons closest to Hussein(Murafiqeen) would direct him to "move 
this way or that way." When asked whether Hussein normally 
traveled in a Black Mercedes before the war, he stated, "Perhaps 
we had all colors of Mercedes." Regarding whether he normally 
traveled in a long motorcade, Hussein stated, "I'll leave this 
for history." 
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, ^ Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 

15, 2004 at a military detention facility 

SroSled Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 

proviaed the following information: 

thap questions being asked, Hussein stated 

wanted to ask a question. He then asked what kind of 
changes have taken place in the world, i.e., with China and 

tS? international politics. The interviewer related 

hat there has not been a lot of significant changes, that 

underway to rebuild Iraq and this includes support 
rapidly^^^^ China, and that things are moving forward ^ 

^ Hussein then explained that since he has been in 
p son for one or two months, he does not have a picture of what 
IS happening. He indicated that he had intended to ask the 

question two days earlier. Hussein discussed a 
reld A Tale of Two which he had 

British man imprisoned in a French jail 
worl'd^ of touch with what is happening in the outside 

S Hussein, the author of this book was 

French authorities for this treatment. Hussein noted 
that nothing had changed since that time. The interviewer 
responded that "Over time, some things have changed; others have 


X 


. interviewer informed Hussein that today's 

Krtr'^irnartSu? the 1968 takeover by the Ba'ath 

^ trying to distinguish fact from legend. 

® stating in effect that in 1968, Iraq was 

living in a primitive way and could only advance itself seriously 
by understanding two concepts. The first was to recognizrSat 
the country had historical precedence for change as dfmonstrated 
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in previous ages. The second concept involved the recognition 
that Iraq could learn by examining the way the rest of the world 
operated. Accordingly, Hussein and others traveled to other Arab 
countries. In comparing themselves with other locales, they 
discovered that Cairo and Damascus were far more advanced than 
Baghdad. Hussein had many friends who traveled to Damascus who 
believed that Iraq could reach the level of development in 
Damascus, but they could not imagine reaching the level of 
development of Cairo. 

^ Iraq's manufacturing ability at the time was 
limited to making blankets and to operating a canning factory in 
Karbala which needed to import its materials. Aside from these, 
there were only a few other simple attempts at manufacturing in 
other fields. However, Iraq was motivated and had the energy to 
advance itself. Early efforts resulted in mistakes, but these 
were corrected. As they progressed, they continued to send 
people to countries around them in order to gain experience. 

Among the countries which Hussein and others visited were the 
Soviet Union, France, Spain, Iran, Turkey and all the Arab 
countries. In all of these, Hussein believed that the Soviet 
Union was the closest match to Iraq in terms of the social life 
of its people. However, this did not mean that Hussein took 
sides between the East and the West. Hussein stated that while 
looking at the ways in which others live, we "don't forget we are 
Arabs and Iraqis and that Iraqis have their own way of co¬ 
existing and relating with other Arabs." Hussein added, "Looking 
at our aims to develop, we tried going for development in all 
aspects including, political, economic, technological and 
industrial." 


Concerning the Ba'ath Party takeover, Hussein 
acknowledged that they had help from the military who were 
members of the party. He also acknowledged that Colonel Ibrahim 
Abd Al-Rahman Da'ud and Colonel Abd Al-Razzaq Nayif, non-Ba'ath 
members of the military, helped with the takeover. He added that 
the two had not played an important role in allowing the takeover 
to be undertaken without resistance or bloodshed. 

Hussein stated that the decision not to have 
bloodshed was done at his request, that it was his belief that 
"we had to forget the past and not have more bloodshed." He 
claimed that this matter was discussed at a meeting at the home 
of the Minister of Health, Dr. Mustafa. A few members disagreed 
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with Hussein, especially party members who had been tortured by 
the previous regime and wanted revenge. A dialogue ensued and 
Hussein said that he, too, had been tortured. Eventually, an 
agreement was made that there would be no bloodshed. As evidence 
that this decision was honored, Hussein pointed out that the 
Ba'athists did not harm President Abdul Rahman Aref, but just 
expelled him. Additionally, he advised that his party made a 
decision to release prisoners from all parties including 
nationalists and communists. Concerning Colonel Da'ud and 
Colonel Nayif, Hussein related that they chose not to harm them 
either, but simply to expel them. 

When asked about Colonel Da'ud's role in the 
military, Hussein stated that it was Abu Haitham (Ahmad Hassan 
Al-Bakr) who had a stronger voice than Da'ud, who had no real 
voice. 


. Hussein advised the Presidential protection, the 

Republican Guard, consisted of three divisions: Armored 
Infantry and Special Forces. Colonel Da'ud's responsibility was 
not to clash or fight with the Armored Division. This was his 
only i^ole- Hussein said, "We controlled the Armored Division; I 
commanded a tank and fired on the Presidential Palace." He said. 
Practically, we could have done without both Da'ud and Nayif." 


Hussein stated, "We got news in the afternoon 
before the attack that Nayif was offering to join the revolution. 

pparently, Da'ud had told him about our plans even though we had 
told Da ud to keep our plans a secret. As a result, several 
members wanted to postpone our plans. At the first stage of the 
revolution, we discovered that Nayif and Da'ud had been planninq 
among themselves and that they had been contacting other officers 
outside our line of communication. So, we took removed them on 
31 July. It was me who led the operation." 


military 
anytime. 
weapon, 
staff." 
Hussein 
Baghdad. 
knife in 


X 


According to Hussein, Da'ud was sent to Jordan on a 
assignment. Hussein added, "We could have taken him 
I went to Nayif with a gun; I didn't have an automatic 
With one gun, I took all the weapons from Nayif and his 
Since Da'ud was serving with a military corp in Jordan, 
sent Ba'ath members to arrest him and bring him back to 
"However, he said that Da'ud and Nayif "were like a 
our back." 
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„ Contrary to popular accounts of Nayif s arrest 

Hussein advised that Nayif was not invited to lunch at President 
Al-Bakr s house. The arrest actually took place at the 
Presidential Palace. According to Hussein, "We had lunch at the 
Presidential Palace everyday during the thirteen days after the 
revolution because decisions had to be made. We were always in 
the Palace as was President Al-Bakr. Others attended when meals 
were served. When Nayif arrived, I pulled a gun on him. He 

^ ® movie. I put Barzan Ibrahim 

Hasan, my half brother, in the room to guard Nayif. When I 

said, 'I have four children,' so I told him 
that his children would be taken care of. I told him to sit 
there and then I asked him where he wanted to go for an 
assignment as an ambassador." At first, Nayif said he wanted to 
go to Lebanon. Because Hussein considered Lebanon to be a place 
where conspiracies are made, he told Nayif to choose another 
location. Nayif then asked to go to Algeria, but Hussein denied 
^ because Algeria was having their own revolution. 

Morocco, and Hussein agreed. Hussein 
took Nayif to the airport in a car and sat beside him. Other 
Ba ath members were in the car as well. Hussein told Nayif, "When 
I promise something, I do it. We promised that nothing would 
happen to President Aref and nothing happened. Friends know I 
keep my word." Hussein told Nayif that "he would be in a safe 

would hurt him, but that he would have to 

ODey. ” 

„ Hussein laughed as he recalled the story about 

relate to the interviewer additional details. 
He remembered telling Nayif, "when the guards salute, you salute 

think about doing something, remember I am 
Nayif, "When you go as an ambassador, act 
like one. We 11 notice if you are planning something or not." 

ussein recalled that at the time of Nayif's departure, they (the 
hpf failed to ask Moroccan officials for permission 

efore dispatching Nayif as ambassador. At the time, Hussein and 

sSch'^things student revolutionaries and did not know about 

boarded the plane for Morocco at the 
2 (military airport), Hussein returned Nayif-s gun to 

him. Hussein described the scene as being, "just like a movie " 
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X Hussein was asked why, if Nayif represented a 
potential threat to the Ba'ath Party, he was appointed as 
ambassador. Hussein repeated that they did not want bloodshed 
anymore. He stated that during the 1959 coup, Ba'ath Party 
members were tied to cars and dragged through the streets until 
death. Virgins were hanged on electric poles. There was killing 
in the streets. When the Ba'ath Party came to power in 1963 
people were executed out of revenge. Hussein reiterated that it 
was hia opinion at the time that they needed to forget about the 
past and prohibit revenge. Hussein stated, "As part of this 
thinking, we started our arrests of Da'ud and Nayif and went on. 

Da ud wanted to be the Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, so we sent him 
there." 

In the early 1960s, there was a lot of violence 
apinst Ba'athists by the communists. Hussein maintained that 
when the Ba'athists subsequently took control, however, they did 
not do to the communists or others what the communists had done 
to them, at least not to the same extent. He advised that they 
took the communists to court and acknowledged that some 
(approximately five or six ) were executed. He advised that they 
released communists, Nasserites, Kurds and members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood who had been previously imprisoned. 

Hussein acknowledged that Nayif was killed on his 
doorstep in London and that following this, thirteen Iraqi 
diplomats were expelled from the country. When Hussein was told 
that some people believe that Nayif was executed by members of 
the Iraqi Security Service, Hussein answered, "God killed Nayif. 

acting in a way against the country. He gave his 
word that he wouldn't act against his country. He went to Iran, 
then met Barzani in Northern Iraq, and according to information, 
he met with Moshe Dayan (Israeli Defense Minister). These were 
all considered bad acta. As to who killed him, that's something 
V knows." When Hussein was asked if he knew who 

killed Nayif, Hussein answered, "I told you, God knows." Pressed 
further, Hussein said, "I told you in a very clear way." As to 
Da ud s fate, Hussein stated, "maybe he's still alive, but he 
wasn't treasonous. There was nothing recorded against him." 

When asked what the Iraqi government's action was regarding 
Nayif, Hussein stated, "I am not sure, but I think we warned him. 

I cannot remember." Hussein was then asked if Nayif could have 
een arrested, imprisoned and punished, instead of executed, and 
that some people believe that an order was given to execute him. 
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Hussein replied, "What people think is something else, but I qave 
you my answer." , u x yavc 

1 ^ Hussein acknowledged that after the revolution 

other key figures such as Salih Mahdi Ammash and Hardan Al- 
ikriti were removed. Asked if they were removed because they 
were viewed by the Ba'ath Party as a threat, Hussein answered 
that compared with coups elsewhere in the world, fewer officials 
were removed from the government. Hussein stated, althouqh 
positions may change, relationships do not. As an example, 

Ammash s daughter became a member of the leadership. His half 
brother, Bf^zan, was a revolutionary who rode in the same tank as 

on Presidential Palace 

on the 17th of July. He took many positions but never moved up 
again. Hussein pointed out that other revolutionaries "ran out 
or gas, and fewer were able to serve for a long time. 

. Hussein was asked about Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri and 

Tariq Aziz. Hussein described Aziz as being an old-time comrade 
very respected in the party, but he was not one of the 
revolutionaries. Hussein said, "l am talking about seventy 
persons who went into the Presidential palaces." Hussein 

Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri and Taha Yasin Ramadan as haying 
revolution from the beginning until now. He said 
they had struggled, but that they continue in leadership to this 


Hussein brought up the subject of Sa-dun Shakir who 
he claimed to be his lifelong friend. Shakir helped Saddam 
escape from prison. He stated, "Shakir was waiting for me in the 

with''?h^ ^^tually, we didn't flee; we had an agreement 

with the guards . Hussein stated, "Shakir was the driver. He's 
very dear to me". He added, "When he had nothing more to give, 
we l^ept our friendship and love and then we went on from there. 

It happens. The right people are picked at the right time." 

^ Asked about his comment that some revolutionaries 

serve the revolution for 
period of time, Hussein replied that there were only 
about SIX or seven such individuals, when pointed out that some 
may consider that he, Hussein, may have "ruS out of gas " LssSn 
laughed and said, "I don't get upset at questions that% ?or tS 
^ ''^^sn't in the government from the beginning. If 
you were talking about me as President, then no one was saying I 
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had run out of gas. I only started in 1979. Before that, there 
was someone above me. The two individuals within the leadership 

waS S Hussein he no longer benefited the Party 

were Hardan Al-Tikriti and Salih Ammash. ^ 



that fiT-pYr^ Considering the time since Hussein was in the tank 
the Rrr palace through his assumption of leadership in 

beL one of Hussein was asked, "Your service has 

been one of the longest; Is it coincidence?" Hussein replied 

detailsubject is more deep than the 
details that you give. A leader is not made in a factory in 

developed gradually. This was done 
underground Hussein's opinion at the time was that Al-Bakr 

SnuJv rL Hussein stated that he was elected as 

2id before the revolution. Hussein 

government, but I like to be in the 
llTthe Partr"""^ speeches, I never say the government; I always 


revolution's he considers himself to be a 

Se Partv ^both 1960 and 1974, he asked 

the Party to allow him to be excused from his official position 
However, the Party refused his request. ^iciai position. 

killAd .n Hussein was asked about Hardan Al-Tikriti being 

nSSai^ that Hardan had not been sent to 

Kuwait, that he thought Hardan had been appointed as an 
ambassador somewhere else, perhaps Spain. In any event Hussein 

Jokn^^i reason why Hardan was killed nor did'he 

acknowledge that the Security Service killed him. 


^ Hussein 
in different parts of 
these leaders posed a 
purposeful, or did he 
saying, "The question 


was asked about Iraqi leaders being killed 
the world. The interviewer asked whether 
threat, was it merely a coincidence, was it 
find it strange? Hussein replied by 
should be asked of the Kuwaitis." 


IsleRETTTS^ 
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interviewetTon pSSarf ir'Soo?'!? Value Detainee #l) was 

at Baghdad International Airport (81^?^^ Baghdad^^T^^^°^ facilit 
provided the following information: ' Hussein 

informed t^at^todav^s dialnou^^ Hussein was 

potj9e°s SSLS? ^ 

Security Service and a qv,-; i= / director of the Ba'ath Party's 

relacedShat a? tS t?mf HusaLr 

were Sunni or Shi' a Muslims or ch?istifnS S°“ '1’®"*®'^= 

pointed out that it waa nrmt- . ., an example, he 

of the Party's leaders Taria^A^i^ learned that one 

was successful because'it related tn'^th ^ '^^^istian. The Party 
disiinotion was made ^ 


between 1958-63^^'^very^few^me^er^^^ among the Party's leadership 
General was Shi I a ?Lm If S®®>^®t^ry 

that when he attempted to asqa^c,?5 ^l"Nasiriyah. Hussein claimec 
he knew nothing aSoufthe SunSs 

exception of two or three Partv 1963, with the 

the Ba'ath Party were Shi'as members of 

inquiring which members were'Sunni 

time, it was difficuU to knnS ^t the 

together. However, by 1968 nearlJ'^al] mixed 

Sunnis. Because the Partv members were 

knew or cared about one' aLeli3fl|"°SliLS?L?t'er"?lr“''' 
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revolution, people in the government began talking more 

T this issue. Many were concerned that promotions 

and demotions were being decided on the basis on one - s Lc^S 
religious affiliation. Hussein stated, "You would be surprised 
SrSuh." “ of the Party in 1964 

onsidered a threat to take over President Bakr's reaime 

^ ^ ^ ^ government and that each person has 

SzzI™ He said thafS^hdCgh 

i;dl?^dSL":S““oS ovif SrPreiiSen\“?aSL=^r“^ 

Party ™e*er and a tough lndfv?5Sfi"Sn"\e"iL"'in’’prSln* 
be aond convinced that the military would 

p^£°^ 

to be ^ considered the military members of the Party 

to be old-fashioned and a burden. Despite his Dersnerfi^.e ^ 
however, Kazzar decided to remain with the Party Hussein'had 

rSf°r"f ""f »ith ilflSals iJ Se 

wii arrested betSrrr*"'' ° ■ Kazzar fled to Iran but 

was arpsted before he arrived at the border. Hussein said 

did not_want to talk "bad" about Kazzar. He sai^Ka? Shen 
MlniaLr^jr^t ’ Defense Hammad Shihab and 

not reSirl I big'pLn* “ "" 

character!^ tM Ho==oin digressed and 

D=iT-t- According to Hussein, the psychology of the Ba'ath 

young individuals at the begiLJng ol tLir 
scw'%h^‘=p '^^re in elementary and SeconSLj 

Party seldom recruited members from colleges Their 
"^"ted a person they couM molS to 
grow into the Party. m the 1950's and 1960's the Pariv 
accepted primarily young people and only a few older individuals. 
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1 V, 1 interviewer mentioned to Hussein that manv 

MinSJeS^Lihab^Jnd'^rf kidnapped 

iiinisuers Shihab and Ghaydan as hostages and fled to the hnr-Hpr- 

IfyiS" “5o2 Hussein ?eapL£fbJ 

infrir-mV' IS not Specific. According to mv 

President Bakr's plane was not delayed,^and his 
fo? arrival." Hussein waited at the airport 

LesiSjtill arrived, he accompanied him to the 

residential Palace where the two drank tea together Hussein 
later excused himself so that Bakr could visit with his familv 

Si?rd?ivinq''^thev''Srd‘'^ through Baghdad. As thej‘ 

=. ^ heard an announcement on the police radio thah 

SiJS to tS Hussein pushed his 

driver to the side and proceeded to drive the car himself to hi a 

thfaJS^fhf “« the President'fresM^L NeL 

residence, Hussein used a telephone to call Rakn 

Spo«tnt tc'ralSr"'? becausrif SlS\omethiig®Jery 

rSeLeSc^ Sky S'™' ■ ”*'= "i^h Bakr at hl^' 

I3e “ “ si/- 

aaked Bakr tl Su'tSf„n'tI^ subsequently 

Kattar end -te hit h?I Sl 

put out SrtlrSdL-II SSaI\“riniSr-e--I?III - 

tSrIIIh III'' ^ tribe who became aleirs ihis 

SSinId Haztar's caravan, surrounded it aid 

t!?o^ ^ u ^ Hpstial Operations helicopters were then 
pa c e to pick up Kazzar and return him to Baghdad. 
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occurred ^ obtained a clear picture of what had 

from hiq'nalar- ^ v. Picked up his belongings and went 

sSs s; h 

wanted Hussein to remain -in i-resiaent. Bakr told Hussein he 
M LI remain in the government so he could "slin 

Bakr and P®°Pl= "°t to bothar 

fleeing eo'^i?jLn”'*'^He^Jn“'’“ ''°” '°'®“ Kazzar would be 

tb!t^^^fb?^?rbelS?f?iirK^L:?^“°Sa^S°?i5aSi1S„- 

and he sai^-NS""" ^^nSssIL^Iald Breaident Bakr, 

?S?a?^Sr:e?r=^b^? -hiV r ^= 

president ^r trS^StrSa'^S'Seasf o“Se’'hL"r 
chosen as the meetiS locaf^nr h f 

Of the meeting, Hussein :nLer^d'Sfa^V™:it?S."Sk"oS“r 

e mg which I am not one hundred percent sure." Hussein 

3EQ?^‘7^^5aB 
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Samarra'i had been a Ba'ath member since 1968. 

Ba^ath issues, Hussein said, "The 

^ f ^ talked freely. This is only a media interpretation 
hat people could not talk." Hussein stated that there are 
meters of the Party still available, and he suggested tSt the 

Hussein was asked if he was surprised 
by the allegations against Samarra'i. He responded, "When we 

something to do, we^rust'them ?Lse 
ana other things happen in a revolution." 

Derflon n.- ^ then Stated, "Whether I am the first 

? a^Sot <3“<!='tiona come back to me. 

I am not afraid of taking responsibility in front of the law or 

but Kso^on tlT put blame not just on the leadership, 

people who conspired such as Samarra' i " Hussein 
added, "I want you to understand clearly about tS lijuatlor 

kff^S'^o'’' Nayif and Hardan were 

killed overseas. Ibrahim Daud was not killed. if the Iraai 

government rs being accused of all this, why did they nofkhl 

1979 hut ^ recall, Bakr ruled until 

^ was not called a dictator, but after I ruled, they 

ktll'S ^ dictator." Hussein then asked, "After 1979, who was 
lied or assassinated inside or outside of Iraq? who was 

1979?"^^^ Ministries or out of the leadLship after 

that th.ci«^ Following these questions, the interviewer said 
for^th^ questions which needed to be clarified 

or the sake of history. Hussein said, "It's not enouah tn ac 3 > 
ms YOU should ask other leaders. I adviL you to 

^eetiins.”'*^**''" ‘**''‘* worried about answering 


was 


interviewer told Hussein that he (Hussein! 

SSd“??r tL'^rr^rthey „erfS“g' 
asked, for the sake of history. Hussein replied, "Sometimes vou 

see me upset because some things are dark. During this period^ 

on I'honf '^ade :okes with him. He made mistakes. We moved 
on I hope you will be just in what history you (the 
interviewers) write." i i ^ 
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The interviewer told Hussein, "Fortunately or 
unfortunately, I will have a major impact on your historj." 
Hussein agreed and replied, "Nobody can say I have no bias. 
People think what they want. Everyone has his own opinions 
People are not a computer. We all have flesh and blood." 
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I 


interviewed^on'S£uaS^""2oL''^s\^"'""3°"‘^"'""" 

at Baghdad InternationL Airport tBlSp? BaaSad®^?''''^°" facility 
provided the following information; ' Hussein 

informed XeSon°„o!;!d^S“ olnt?S«i™' ■ 

discussions. Topics to bp inuation of the two previous 

Sa'dun Shakir, among others include a discussion of 

someone ln^he"S'ItS °£ 

abilities." HevlrtSlSf^h^w, ^"''’ "aorved out his 

maintained oon?,lfa1L^rAifL1a^t;L=SrLS“e^°"tSriIS,. 

Baghdad, ^th Hussein^and^shah Taji Prison near 

upon change of the Iraai onvo been sentenced to prison 

b? Abd Al^la?L Ba"aif L”" 

1965 or 1966 Hussein ® government. During 

also near BaqhdS St Slf transferred to Prison # l 

continued v?Sting Kusse?^ in?,' released but 

friendship continued and devplnnoa uring this time, their 

Abd Al-Ka?im Al-SSykhli 2™5 ? Hussein and 

Of Shakir, Who 

member of "t^ Partv^and^^p^^^r^^^^"* prison, Shakir was still a 

period, Hussein continued friendlv'^relat^^^'^^'^^’i, 
described Shakir as a verv tr-ncf-haa with him. He 

as a friend to him and to his SildJIS^^^Sh??? considered 

original seventy "revolutionaries" S^igef 
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Party by S^!^ir!'^SuSein'^cSmmeSirth2 held in the 

Shakir would accent anw that, like any other leader 

any of these assignments and^statpH Hussein does not remember 
was a friend and tSa^is wEat important. He 

that the interviewer should Lk ShakiE^^"*" ’ suggested 

infoirraation. akir m order to confirm this 

Intelligei^^sEE?iEj^?Ils?^^5®^ Shakir was Director of the Iraqi 

he was fhe IlfSEEtiJ ^"" well-known Sat 
generally accepteS EjEE ’ somlSEe^JESSSro^a""^ 

abilities priEr to ^Vointmlnt It EiEEE ^^^tions and 

replied, "We were all ySnrEEvE?„EEE ^.P°®^tion. Hussein 
not have the necessary expErienEe EEd ^hey did 

Hussein added that reaard?nrr learned "on the job." 

from the Party. HussIS SltESS?'''' '"^'^ters, they learned 
difficult thing in lifE wEEf? people is the most 

and the masses, will be'effeEtiJE i5\hE^^ People in the Party, 
continued saying Party members "aavE ^^eir jobs. Hussein 
succeeding and some fLliEg Pa?hE 

positions until the responEibiStiL ^heir 

individual abilities. At this 0 ^ 1 ?? overcame their 

Regarding Party members w-i t-h ^ '^ere replaced, 

this military Expedience waE noted 

translate Intn Seething TnlTrT^^ 

at an impoiSnt''time"ot'"Sr«vIlutlSS'''‘’"H^°’'''®‘^ Director 

the entire history of a revolution tE noted, however, that 

did not serve at the most critical t Shakir 

"Difficulties become laEgeE iEEE Eh ^ ^dded, 

±arger when the job becomes larger." 

Shaykhli. ^^s2in^JEkEEilEdgEd'^ShEdkhl'*'° ^ discussion of 
revolutionary and a friend yhhli was a fellow 

the assassination attempt against^lE participated in 

Each escaped Iraq and fled to DamaE President Qassem in 1959 . 
and Shaykhli's friendship aES EE EE Hussein 

strongeE. After sJ?if ?hES continued and grew 

Cairo together. ship continued upon moving to 
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j n-u After the first Ba'ath revolution of 1963 

and Shaykhli returned to Iraq together. Upon ?e?urn 

Shaykhli worked inJestlgSSi/S Se 
Qasr Al-Nihayya {The Palace of the End) . Later Shavkhli wac, 
appointed military attache to Lebanon. Shaykhli was 

lata 1 Qc-> Upon overthrow of the Ba'ath government by Aref in 
, Shaykhli went "underground" together 

They remained "underground" until the July, 1968 revolSSon’in 
the resumption of power by the Ba'ath Party. 

toJiSir leadership 

minri h.,r Husseih Commented that Shaykhli had a very good 

mind but did not concentrate and focus on the iob at hand^ 
According to Hussein, Shaykhli liked to "live and entertain 

Shaykhli how the Party perceived him 
Later the majority of Party leadership voted to remove Shavkhli 
from his position. He was later murdered in Baghdad in 1980^ 

The interviewer pointed out that Hussein had 

with sSaySS ?;?iudlng 

SL Hal aarved in prisoi at tha same 

fwLa, overthrow of the Ba'ath government, becoming 

1 ^tmeSrS r?nrnSL-°T:GeSSlec“Sd%VS^^^ 

apartment and spend the night at a location where weapons for the 

2 SslScf “Sier“°?;r"’ --inced2u2Hn"to2L2; 

loc2LS ■ ra22 iy the JSuce® 

have been killed on PO-j-ice. Some believe Hussein might 

loStioS ^ niinimum, arrested if he had been It the 


was with S^khir2“rh?2t“^®'‘^®f '=''=‘t he 

arr2a?.“no^?ce^m2„’'22S “t 2fbS2"?f h?r 

SimultanS:sJ?,“sK;22 “2^22 
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sc^eon, wh^woSJ/SS 'bS^ScSLef If sL^^Se"”" 

policeman did not recoani^o him u ^ sucn, tne 

S"£l“ 

hh^ T there are many tribal influenc^c- p„«„ i« 

the law permits such conduct tr-iK«= .,iin influences. Even if 

continued his storv saving hi ^ revenge. Hussein 

g^Sef LS 

discovpv*^H j ■ -a ^ sson txi© hous© W 3 .s 

SfS S'fiS afl.f'’.”' ‘'ni the officer, but 

The gun malfiSct?n?^H \ policeman's head, 

the policemfn he SSS^d rnf '.’reloaded.'■ He told 

moved, a second round into his bodv^ Hp^th if he 

gjndgftff-becemfliS^a 

arrested by the fucj iLfftf Hussein's "comrades" had been 

.11 the house These "comrades" heard 

rf LvirihTL " 

tSe“=oS?fe%:^\‘!; thrs^"" pSiggheTggLicS^r 

savedlSfSussfn'fd*'?!a"mf’'""?hSf,t“ f 

without bloodshed Hussein ^he standoff ended 

saying there ar^manv s?ov?p! ? Portion of the discussion 

of^thlm lilt -underground" period, all 

sss, -S’ 

Minister i^n^l^l971^\hereunon'^hp'^ Shaykhli served as Foreign 
by the leadership 'Husse!nTa?ed"?Lt®"'°"^'' position 

y nussein stated that removal of any individual 
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from a position requires a decision by the leadership. Not all 
may agree on the removal, but a majority was required. in 
Hussein's opinion, Shaykhli could have continued his service to 
the Party and the government. At that time, Hussein believed 
Shaykhli could have been "criticized" and given the chance to 
correct his behavior. Shaykhli would never have been elected as 
a Party member without the support of Hussein. Because of 
Shaykhli's lack of concentration on his work and failure to 
accept criticism, the Party leadership was "not convinced" of him 
and decided on his removal. 

X Regarding whether Shaykhli was viewed as a 
potential successor to President Bakr, Hussein did not agree and 
said this statement was too strong. Hussein commented that it 
appeared as if the interviewer was implying that he removed those 
from leadership viewed as a threat to Hussein's position of 
leadership. From the underground days, Hussein was already in 
charge. While in prison, the Ba’ath leadership sent a letter 
notifying Hussein of their recommendation that he become a member 
of the Ba'ath Party Central Committee. Hussein answered the 
letter, "What good am I in prison?" He asked the Party to find 
someone else, however, they did not listen to his opinion. 
Thereafter, Bakr and Hussein served as two members of the Central 
Committee, a body considered above the Regional Committee and all 
other Party components. Bakr served as Secretary General and 
Hussein served as Deputy Secretary General while "underground." 

Hussein commented that it is embarrassing to talk 
about one's own positions. His status in the Party was known, 
even before the revolution. All those appointed to Party 
positions, dead or alive today, deserved these appointments. 
Basically, it came down to who was elected. Hussein stated, "It 

difficult to talk about myself." Within the Party, members do 
not like to talk about themselves. Hussein had recommended that 
members not talk about themselves. 

, The interviewer pointed out that it is commonly 

believed, both inside and outside Iraq, that Hussein's potential 
folo ® Party were eliminated during the period between the 

1968 revolution and Hussein's ascendancy to the Presidency in 
1979. Hussein denied that those on the inside of Iraq would say 
or believe such information. He agreed that this information 
could have come from outside Iraq. According to Hussein, this 
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opinion of these people and not necessarily a 

X Regardless of the information, Hussein stated any 
examination of this idea needs to be conducted logically. 

there are many examples in history throughout the 
world of similar ascensions to power after a revolution. in 

Sadat were the only individuals who "staved" 
with the revolution, with Nasser eventually becoming leader of 

Prance a single soldier, Napoleon, became the 
leader of the country after the French Revolution when others 
gave up. American history is also full of examples of this 
ways°^^^°^ Hussein's opinion, these are the "revolutionary 

,-v, 17 According to Hussein, previous uprisings, such as 

the French Revolution, were tragedies when compared to the times 

^®^°l^tions are a new step in government, 
not a liberal way" where someone is chosen and groomed to be a 
leader. Revolutions come from the people. 

„ revolution in Iraq included seventy 

" V®ry few of them continued in government 
and/or Party service after the revolution. Some were appointed 
and performed well, some did not. All of them did 
t have the ^ility to lead and be professional. Some continued 

® others dropped out over time. Hussein stated 
they all were servants of the people. 

questioned whether he believed Nasser became a 
?o that he did not agree. Upon responding 

interviewer to define dictatorship, Hussein 
of government where one person rules alone, 
without a parliament, council, or committee. Hussein did not 
agree with the characterization that Nasser's government fit this 

SrSamen?- ' " parliament. Ho.lvlr I 

t IS not possible at the beginning of a revolution. 

Noraally a revolutionary council is first established and is 

^ parliament or people's committee. Hussein 
JnH% Iraq and its 1968 revolution to Nasser 

and Egypt. Nasser was a military person who did not have a 

Iraq, the Ba'ath had a Party ranging from 
the cells in villages all the way to the leadership as well as a 
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elected by the people. The leadership of the Party 
and the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) discussed everything. 

, When asked whether Hussein and Shaykhli remained 

riends after Shaykhli's departure from Party service, Hussein 
stated his friends were among those with whom he met regularly in 
leadership. He did not have any friends outside of the Party 
and the leadership. A true friendship has "obligations." 

considered Shakir as the person closest to him after the 
1968 revolution. Whenever Hussein needed to discuss something, 
he would send for Shakir and they would have lunch together and 
talk. After Shakir left government service, Hussein does not 
remember how many times they met. Hussein stated Shaykhli "kept 
up good relations" with his sons Qusay and Uday. Regarding 
aykhli and the period of time after his departure from 
government seirvice, Hussein's feelings of friendship remained the 
same, but the two did not spend the same amount of time together. 
Due to the demands of work, Hussein did not have time to 
associate with those outside of work, the Party, or the 
leadership. ^ 


When questioned whether he had special feelings 
about Shaykhli, who was shot and killed in Baghdad in 1980 
Hussein stated, "Yes." Regarding whether Shaykhli's killer(s) 
were captured, Hussein responded, "I don't think so." An 
investigation took place, but the crime was not solved. Hussein 
all crimes committed are ultimately solved. He 
added that other crimes, including those committed against his 
ctpusins and those involving the deaths of various Iraqi 
dignitaries and ministers, remain unsolved. Hussein noted that 
not all crimes are solved elsewhere in the world, such as in 
America, France, or Italy, when questioned whether it was 
unusual for a crime involving the murder of a former government 
minister, a former revolutionary, and a former friend of the 
President of Iraq to go unsolved, Hussein retorted, "What do you 
want to say. why are you going around the subject?" There are 
others who were close to Hussein in the leadership who were 
targets of assassination attempts, including Tariq Aziz, Uday 
ussein, and others. These crimes remain unsolved as well. It 
happens in Iraq, just as it happens elsewhere in the world. 

..... Hussein ended the session acknowledging the 
possibility that some people may say Shaykhli was killed by the 
Iraqi government. He added that some people might say anything. 
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Logically, those who would say this are probably the same people 
who said Shaykhli could have become President. 
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.. . X Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee # 1 ) was 

a? 20, 2004 at a military detention facility 

SrovidSd (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 

provided the following information: 

■ Prior to the start of interview, Hussein was 

informed this session would be a continuation of the three 

Presidency^^^'^^^^°^^' Hussein’s ascendancy to the 

Beginning in 1973, Iraqi President Bakr began 
having health problems including issues with his heart. Despite 
these problems, Bakr performed his duties as best as he could 

Hussein that he should retire and that he 
could no longer fulfill his duties as President. Hussein is 

Ba^ath^P^Jp^^tn comments to others within the 

to HussSn'^" (Party) leadership. Hussein stated Bakr felt "close 

Around this time, Hussein seriously considered 
leaving the government but remaining in the Party. His main 
reason for wanting to leave government was linked to the 
overthrow of the Ba'ath government in 1963. Hussein believed 
this overthrow occurred because the Party leadership concentrated 

like^thr"DoSer"^ and forgot about the Party. Hussein did not 

position in the government, when he 
joined the revolution of 1968, his intention was not to stav in 

planned to stay involved only within the 
cells of the Party at the lower levels. At that time^ he 

this^dav be a "shame" to serve in the government. Until 

still does not like government. He likes the 
the Party, but believes it is difficult for the 
g ernment to judge fairly. Hussein observed individuals he 


be 
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described as "kind and gentle" before serving in the government 

appointments to 




, ^ After the 1968 revolution, a governing 
Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) was formed. However the 
announcement of the RCC was not made until one year laSr in 
1969. The members of the RCC, with the exception of the militarv 
members, were not and "did not want to be known." For this 
"forced" ^^^°^"<=ement of the RCC was delayed. Hussein was 
aciraH u to take a leadership position in the RCC. Party members 
sked Hussein whether he wanted the revolution to fail, implying 
It would without his participation, and that it was his ^ ^ 

responsibility to be a Party leader. 

Hussein wanted Bakr to remain as President for as 
long as possible, describing him as a "nice person." m 1979 

contacted Hussein and asked him to meet in Bakr's 
Presidential Palace. At this meeting, Bakr told 
Hussein he no longer wanted nor felt able to serve as President 
Bakr implored Hussein to assume his duties, telling Hussein if he 

"normal method" of appointment Is President,^ 
now D radio to make an announcement that Hussein was 

JSccessS SSuid told Bakr that this means of announcing a 

successor would not be good for the country, the people, or the 

^ foreigners, especially would have thought 

aS thereafter, Tariq Aziz was 

asKed to prepare an announcement regarding the change of 

leadership. A meeting of the RCC was convened in July, 1979 
Hussein is unsure whether he or Bakr called the meeting. 

t-i, 4 - V, meeting, Bakr explained to the RCC members 

since 1973. He further explained 
to the members that Hussein was ready to assume the Presidency 

meeting as being "like a family gathering " 
There were many emotions present including sadness tL transfer 
of the Presidency to Hussein was conducted according to the 

^nssein stated a vote was taken, but he does not 
remember whether it was by secret ballot or by raising hands He 
»as^des4g„ated Secretary General c£ the Party'^and ISIiSS? of 
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When asked whether Hussein 
himself upon assuming the Presidency, he 
stated he became "stronger and closer to 


observed any changes 
responded, "No." He 
the people." 


in 


When asked what Hussein believed would have 
happened to himself if he had been allowed to leave government, 
Hussein replied that he would have been a regular person, 
possibly a farmer. He would, however, have continued as a Party 
member and continued attending meetings of the Party. 

The interviewer noted his own personal opinion that 
it would be difficult to imagine Hussein as a farmer. Hussein 
stated he was afraid to become a public figure. He stated that 
his situation changed as did his obligations, becoming almost 
Personal. Hussein observed that while he served as President, 
thousands of people viewed themselves as being close to him. 

Until 1995, people did not elect him, rather Hussein stated, "The 
revolution brought me." After 1995 and 2002, the people did, in 
fact, vote for and elect Hussein. After the elections, his 
relationship with the people became stronger, and Hussein now 
felt an obligation to those who had voted for him. Hussein was 
not only obligated to the people by law, but also to the people 
"in front of God." 


Hussein was questioned whether, at the meeting 
where Bakr announced his resignation, the entire RCC supported 
his becoming President. Hussein responded there was nothing or 
no one against him to become the leader. Morally and out of 
respect for Bakr, some members asked Bakr to stay. Bakr, 
however, did not allow their wishes to influence his final 
decision. Hussein viewed Bakr's decision as final because he, 
himself, could not convince Bakr to remain as President. 


The interviewer noted reports which stated there 
was at least one outspoken person at the meeting who questioned 
BakrIs retirement and stated that Hussein's selection should be 
unanimous, Muhie Abd Al-Hussein Mashhadi. Hussein stated this 
information is not correct. There was discussion about Bakr's 
resignation but no talk about the process for selecting Hussein. 
Others offered to assume some of Bakr's duties so that he might" 
be able to remain as President. He did not accept these offers, 
however. At that time, Hussein was Deputy Secretary General of 
the Party and Vice President of Iraq. As such, he was next in 
line to become President, a fact which could not have been 
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questioned. Additionally, the Constitution specifically stated 
any selection of the President had to be made by a majority, not 
unanimous, vote. Some members talked about the possibility of 
postponing Bakr's resignation. Hussein stated there are former 
RCC members still alive who can be questioned regarding this 
matter. The interviewer stated several former RCC members 
generally agree on the details provided by Hussein about this 
event. However, some former RCC members also provided 
information indicating Mashhadi voiced his opposition to Bakr's 
resignation and Hussein's selection as President at the 
referenced RCC meeting. Hussein replied that he had told the 
interviewer all the details known to him. 

The interviewer stated a plot against Hussein was 
discovered shortly after Hussein assumed the Presidency. An 
infamous meeting took place on July 22, 1979 whereupon the 
details of the plot were revealed to senior members of the Party. 
The interviewer added that the meeting was recorded on videotape, 
viewed by the interviewer. Hussein stated this matter was not a 
secret and the video was given to all Party members. Hussein 
does not remember whether the meeting was opened with comments by 
Taha Yasin Ramadan. He acknowledged that Mashhadi was brought 
before the assembly, admitted his participation in a plot against 
Hussein involving the Syrian government, and named some of the 
others who participated in the plot. Hussein's reaction and 
feelings were the same as anyone who had been betrayed by friends 
in the Party and the government, sadness and a feeling of being 
''back-stabbed. " This was especially true because the plot 
involved Arabs outside the government and country. Hussein 
described these actions as treason and the participants as 
traitors. 


Regarding when Hussein became aware of the plot, he 
responded, "At that time." The interviewer pointed out that 
Mashhadi was arrested a few days before the meeting, 
approximately July 15, after Hussein became President. Hussein 
stated he became President July 17. The interviewer responded 
that July 17 was the official date, although Hussein had actually 
assumed the Presidency almost one week prior. 

The interviewer questioned Hussein as to how the 
plot was discovered. Hussein asked, "Did you hear the video?" 

He added that the information on the video should be enough. The 
interviewer noted the video did not provide details about how the 
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plot was discovered. Hussein responded, "These are secrets of 
the country." He emphasized that he still considered these 
details secret despite the fact that the event occurred almost 25 
years ago. 

The interviewer then steered the discussion to the 
video which was not a state secret. The interviewer noted the 
video depicted several present and future members of the senior 
leadership. Among those shown were Tariq Aziz and Ali Hasan Al- 
Majid, who was seen standing and shouting. The video names 
approximately sixty-six individuals as participants in the plot, 
including Adnan Hussein, Deputy Prime Minister, and Ghanim Abd 
Al-Jalil, Director of the Office of the President. Hussein 
stated Adnan was the Minister of Planning and Secretary of the 
Committee for Oil and Agreements. Hussein acknowledged that 
Adnan may have already been appointed as Deputy Prime Minister 
after Hussein assumed the Presidency and before this meeting. 
Hussein acknowledged that a total of five RCC members, and none 
of the original seventy revolutionaries, were implicated in the 
plot. Hussein denied that any of the conspirators, including 
Adnan and Ghanim, were his friends. People who worked in the 
government were not his friends. Hussein stated Adnan and Ghanim 
were "not close to me." Like others, they were appointed to 
government positions. Some "made it" while some did not. When 

out to Hussein that the interviewer saw Hussein crying in 
the video when Ghanim's name was announced, Hussein responded 
that, as a human being, he still had feelings. As the head of 
office, Hussein saw Ghanim every day delivering various 
papers. All of the members of the plot were in the leadership. 
Hussein remarked that treason makes you feel "sorrowful." When 
noted by the interviewer that one might say Hussein had been 
betrayed by his closest colleagues, Hussein responded the most 
important thing is that they were in the government and were with 
Hussein in the Party. 

Hussein acknowledged that over sixty people were 
implicated, although not all were convicted. Hussein further 
acknowledged that the names of the "conspirators" were announced 
by Mashhadi or read by Hussein from a list at the meeting. As 
the names were announced, the person named was asked to stand up, 
and, one by one, was escorted from the hall by the Himaya. 

Thereafter, a tribunal was held to adjudicate the 
matter and to decide punishment. Hussein stated he does not 
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rsinsnibEr ths sxa.ct numbsir oic identitiGs of psirsons who weire found, 
guilty and were executed or imprisoned, or who escaped, or who 
were found innocent and were released. He acknowledged that the 
entire matter, including executions, was concluded within 
approximately sixteen days, or by August 8, 1979. Hussein 
believes the amount of time used during the process was "more 
than enough" for an unbiased and impartial trial. Although he 
believes this was enough time to be fair, Hussein acknowledged 
there might not have been adequate time to "go deep into things." 
When asked to clarify this statement, Hussein responded there may 
have been other conspirators who were not identified. Hussein 
does not know whether there were other participants, but he 
reiterated that the information available and the time utilized 
the investigation were enough to convict those who were 
identified. He commented that the law says it is better for one 
^^^^ty psrson to go free than for many innocent people to go to 
]ail without being guilty. 

Hussein stated he does not know the specific 
results of the investigation. This matter was decided by a court 
and the sentences were carried out thereafter. When questioned 
about Abd Al-Khaliq Al-Samarra'i's involvement and how it was 
possible for someone already in prison to be a part of such a 
plot, Hussein responded, "Ask those who did the investigation." 
When asked to provide the names of the investigators, Hussein 
stated he does not remember. The interviewer noted that Barzan 
Al-Tikriti, having just been named Director of the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS), headed the investigation. Hussein 
replied that there must have been a committee, but he denied 
knowledge of the composition of any such committee. He further 
denied knowing anyone who might know the composition of this 
committee. 


.(■^TvRegarding the involvement of the RCC in this 
investigation, Hussein first denied knowledge of any details. He 
observed that if the matter was decided by tribunal, there must 
been an official committee. The interviewer reminded 
Hussein of a speech he gave on August 8, 1979, wherein he stated 
that the RCC, formerly numbering twenty-one, now included sixteen 
members due to the implication of five RCC members in the plot. 
Hussein continued in the speech saying, of the sixteen RCC 
metiers, three conducted the investigation and seven formed the 
tribunal which heard the facts and decided the punishment. In 
the speech, Hussein added that this was the first time in the 
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^®^°l^tionary movements and human struggle that over 
matLf S® leadership of a nation took pa?t in ^ 0 ^ 

ASordina to^thJ the interviewer, "Good, very good." 

by other\cc “f the RCC must be t?ied 

members, not by a tribunal outside of the RCC when 
^estioned regarding the fairness or neutrality of the RCc' 
conducting a trial of its own members, Hussein replSS Sat 
airness existed within the individuals of the RCC The nlot 
not against them, it was against Hussein SitionalW 
Constitution, which dictated procedure, existed well bJforS the 


Hussein from coming to power While it i ^ L prevent 

of the Par-tv tvia ^ It is true Hussein was head 

StioaSirS l55a“an??L"'‘^‘ a tentative agreement regarding 

SertS p“?cf eSidlSIt 

acknowledaed that he himccie^ j ^ oraerea to stand. Hussein 

individuals to lea^^tSeSan: ^ 

SS,ri“i1>Ei:S=1~r™ 

xj-g aziz lace, and All Hasan A1-Majid shouting 
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conspiracies would 

continue as long as Al-Samarra'i was alive. Hussein responded 
that he knows the meaning behind each example provided by the 

ff® U f Hussein questioned the expression of Aziz 

^ happy or sad one. The interviewer responded 
appeared scared. Hussein stated this "reading" by the 
correct, "we were all scared." Regarding Mi 
interviewer whether he was implying^l- 
Samarra i was executed simply because of the words of Ali Hasan. 

iQvq Hussein stated copies of the video of the July 22, 

meeting were sent to Iraqi ambassadors in other countries 

officials to preSSt 

Iraqis living outside of the country concerning 
°^^u^ring within Iraq. Hussein denied knowledge of 
whether the video was shown to leaders of other countries 

nave been a good thing, not a bad thing." Perhaps the video 
would have been shown to other leaders because another Arab 
country was involved in the plot. Regarding whether the video 

demonstrate that Hussein was in 
^ ^ responded that the interviewer had seen 

the video and "this is your opinion, you have the SgSt " 

Vii, u, o interviewer provided comments reportedly made 

pirt^ method^°^?h the plot wherein he said, "With our 

methods, there is no chance for any one who disagrees with 

^ couple of tanks and overthrow us." Hussein 
he poniS^ does not remember making such a comment, but believed 
e could explain as these words were a part of his thinkina 

directed at not only the otSL cluntjf igi whom 
the conspirators were plotting but also to all Party raimbers. 

4 - J Hussein was questioned about the sincerity of his 

reported previous statements to Bakr in the 1960s and 1970s 
wherein he expressed a desire to leave the goverLSt HuLein 
responded by saying that after 1974, he believed he had a moral 

PresfSirB^^r^Sus^ai ^SS^^led^^rit^^S ISm 

.^:cf2-appSSLent 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 

>?: Prior to the start of interview Hussein waej 

S ?S®Msto?y^lri?aa"°“rn inu^clon'of the discussion 

ria niscory ot Iraq. in particular, today's conversat-i or. 

would cover events leading up to the Iraqi invIsJoS Jf“SiSt. 

1980 88 Hussein Stated that after the war with Iran from 

1980-88, Iraq was trying to rebuild. Hussein likened the 

Kuwait as similar Co when two individuals fioht 

SLeifter^S; 9° their sepS^rilys!-" '- 

someSf ii^e sSo fiso\£tr?rtiSr“?Lr"t;"" 

but to fight again. ® no choice 


X. 


jccupied ai-ofsi"sL";o?;r!rit"i;rs sfn^is ^7 

after Se^S^^'^Swe^^® support them during and 

especially from KuwIIt ir?hrL“lf“Fh^^® regarding support, 

=?1 wa?Fp™”maL”? 

its infrastructSraJd°?FS;“y FffprJFL'SiSj LtFf" 

Kuwait was especially at taul{ regarding'^FteFI Sw“il pSFes. 

economic ^ve?y?''ll^^FFnF°D^°^^LmF^ stimulate 

Foreign Aff^lr-Q ^ ^ ° ’ Hammadi, Iraqi Minister of 

conclusion after the FeetiAg wS^Jhat the Si leadership's 

not just the responsibility/work of the LSlt?S°SSSbSSvS' 
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othe^tlty, larger power was behind this -conspiraoy." 

to convince the‘^Saudis°to*pJeisnS™uSit^'^?^^^L'° ■ Arabia 

Saudi Minister of oil t Kuwait. in addition, the 

prices, the fraS TconoZ Sd talks about oil 

claimed that a Kuwaiti of f icial^Jaid^ "Wen?^ ‘ 

Iraq so bad, one would be able to It the economy in 

ten dinars." Hussein told tL Saudi^^h^^^ ^oman for 

interfering in Irani affair-cs Vnn Kuwait did not stop 

worth ten fils. ^ affairs, he would make the Kuwaiti dinar 

facts regij^ng'^"stealing"^IraSi*^oil^" Kuwait was faced with the 
drilling, they admitted ?o- hJJiL ^ practice of slant 

billion barrels." They statS ^ 

significant ^ stated this fact as if it was not 


delegates ^^?^t^r^Gulf countrieq^'^h ■Kuwait, Iraq sent 
remember. These deleaat-P.! Hussein does not 

the Iraqi si^u^tioS ^?hro?2r"cSS^t?® situation and 

prices at the next meetino of promised to correct oil 

Exporting Countries (OPEcf. Organization of Petroleum 

fix the oil^rice^at ^ decision was made to 

Kuwait concurred with^this deri remembered by Hussein. 

Minister of Oil o? Minis^r 2 the Kuwaiti 

would not abide by the OPEC dLisioi^"" Affairs stated Kuwait 

result of support^^e2ived^du?Sa^^h'^^? countries as a 

stated these were not loans and w^-r ^ f^^^’Iraq War, Hussein 
these countries. ?2 counlrtet 25 

'loan" as a formality onlv to diorT,,s the word 

from Iran. When Iraq was^infor55252 Purpose of the funds 
loans, Iraq held discu2io55 w5?h actually from 

Kuwait, in order to resolve th(=a countries, including 

oiz Pbice?< 
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sent to the'xhSuJa^Newspaper'^ 

producing countries that thAv ch I'la ^^tter, he told the oil- 
industrialized nations HusLiU advantage of the 

per barrel to $25. He'commStS the price 

time as Iraq had oil and ^ strange at the 

dropped to $7 per barrel in 1989^90 ^^Hii^°"^^' price 

increase to $24-25 per barrel Hussein called for an 

would not burdon the consumer'or hurt”he''p?oSSJ°"' 

lack Of ac^n^sSftS^trJo Kuwait'e action or 

information" that there waf^An » stated "this confirmed our 
Iraqi leadership and Irao'c; or- conspiracy" against Iraq, the 

visit of US General Schwa?2kopf°tS"'Kuwai? opinion, the 

confirmation. His visit inSSe<i ..fo a provided further 

preparations for the invasion of xr-^ planning" or wartime 
the leadership already believed confirming what Hussein and 

Kuwait's rela?ionsSp'^w?ti tS UniSdlSes^ 
was well known. When noted to Wnaoa' Great Britain 

visits many countriS ?SJouaSou? military 

which are not indicators of^J "conspirJci^ conducting exercises 
what other country did Schwarzkonf do a asked, "in 

Kuwait?" Hussein 'sand planning' like 

Schwarzkopf coSScSd SeSoM^t countries 

defensive to enter for 

existence and nature of exerci understands the 

in Egypt and jS?Sn HoSJJef Sen°J ""*ted states 

Iraq as the enetry and inSuS'wa^rto “ planning cast 

Iraq, this is a different s?tuSS„‘?h2'?S^ SSS'eL^cL^S’: 

regarding l^q^ifthe Perception in the West 

After Iraq's defeat of Iran Kuwait, 

military ?hreart; the SSon " 

Soviet circles" and was a^temptinrto Slild'iTr "'^it^in 
was also starting to build itS refatioS^w.^^S Snit^n^^^es. 

three meanJ^^for' tSle^^easons^^'^F^ made Iraq its enemy through 
influence in the United States dictatJs^f "Zionist" power and 
country viewed as a threat . policy. Any 

target of the "conspiracy " HusJefn' of ^ a® a 

position stating IsLerissueS this 

y sraei issued an official statement saying that 
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countries abide by their that other 

the West against Nasser in Egypt siSSr to^its*^^ influence over 
VIS Iraq. This "Zionic,i-.i to its position vis-a- 

States to include elections throughout the United 

superpowers in the world, the uSted StaS^^ 

According to Hussein, the world'TeJift® Soviet Union, 
now" as it was eac!Hs.r- s existence then was "better than 

to get many to agree Each'^of^the^t agree rather than attempt 
get other iountriff to fi2 ° superpowers attempted to 

in the world, with the collapse of ^thi f^ balance of power 
United States was left alone L tS balance, however, the 

States is now viewed as at^ superpower. The United 
rest Of the woSd ifcKdJff ''"11 to the 

with United States such as Tva^ When countries do not agree 
reason the United Statef madf ^^come enemies. The third 

purposes. Certain enemy is for economic 

weapons manufacturers and elemenS S^thf^mn ' f """Eluding 

to the financial profit which can ho n ^ military, favor war due 
companies selling'^e^erytSiffSS 

Afghanistan S Sof encij^ « "S" "" 

mlitary-induatrial complex ot America 

Iraq. After the collanse of tho ° 1 ■ ®' ^be war began with 

internal and external Jffsfn.^ t these 

States to make ^raq its enfSJ. ^""Ited 

there was ^Lftim S Iht Kuwait, Hussein stated 

(RCC) in which a discussion Command Council 

leadership of tSe R?0 SS OoOL ?fo f 

have a solution. The DfpuS^SaiJOo "interfere" and 

Saudi Arabia to soliOit ?ffir traveled to 

success. Thereafter the mai-)- ®^®tance but returned without 
decided upon in favor of milita^^^f^h^ discussed and 

the possibility that one or more^RCC^Offh acknowledged 

against the invasion, but he voted 

such opposition. He does not r-emomh*' remember any 

the RCC members agrOed Of ^ majority or all of^ 

was against attackincr if a action. Hussein stated, "i 

the ACC met With the hrothet orKiejti‘=?eSe%”lg“ah"S“ 
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order to "defend^y^attackinCT^H^ u° invade Kuwait was made in 
invasion base^iS uSSSfi the 

that Kuwait is a part of Iraq. ^ stated history dictates 

"the one ^^unced^"’^ ThIt^is*^^KuSaitis^^^ of the invasion was 
and would decide what kiSd themselves 

Iraq. As for tL i have with 

invasion by Iraq. They were^oo:Sollerby'’tL';L^eTljlter 

anited “ith the 

Stated Kuwait deserved "ten bloS " them." Hussein 

militarily as Iran. Kuwait's lack f ^ strong 

indicative of the absence of of defensive positions is not 

plans discussed duSSg the prlv^SnsS ^e^i" 

may have been offensive in nature "sand planning" 

tor Iraq's invasion exL«d? 5JS'o? ^ichSfjr' 

American forces. As thev di'f? without the presence of 

States "created" the reasons to fiSht-’"?® recent war, the United 
Hussein denied creatine Fh?= ^ Kuwait in 1991. 

the invasion of Kuwait^ He claimprf^H^^^" ^ justification for 
in Kuwait prove threxist^Lp cf h? discovered by Iraq 

the United StILs the Kuwaiti "conspiracy" Jith 

The United^ates^aS tSSJ-Jiaht^oS^ discuss this for days." 
months to mobilize forcerfL took seven 

occurred because of the power S m 1991. This mobilization 

threat it posed. Thi<? Fhr-oat- perceived military 

action against Iraq. In\ddition^^th^'^F^^ politicians to support 
companies that could prSfS financial interests of 

action against Iraq. The preemptive^^Fc^>° ["°tivated support for 
was conducted so that defensive^]ino Iraq into Kuwait 

Hussein reiterated the lack of could not be completed, 

mean there was not a "conspiracy " forces in Kuwait does not 

Of Kuwalf ac |-uf„“nr;.froo?h“£cS\S-b“°^ 




Sked''SSI?hS®Slqi?LJrgi^en ^ chS?e? 'HusseS 

regarding the recent war against Iraq °^He opinion 

tta?erpSsi??5;''on^?rJrii"t2''m tha^the SnitS'^'" 

the designation of Kuwait as the°lLh^P^”'^ ■stated 
logical.- In 1961 o^ig^ 19th Province was -deserved and 

maL Kuwait S disJr?ct o^iraj President Qassem wanted to 

why no othe^actions\ere^taken^^^^^'” already explained 

ioliltllTl designated°tK°^9th ProviSce°'' 

was not to withdraw and ho Sof appropriate one, 

that Iraqi foSJ^^oS^ SgSriSS - 
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X) Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed February 27, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Prior to the start of interview, Hussein was 
informed this session would be a continuation of the previous 
discussion regarding Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. In particular 
today s conversation would begin with a discussion of United 
Nations Resolution (UNR) 662 which did not recognize Iraq's 
annexation of Kuwait'. ^ 

Regarding the Iraqi government's reaction to UNR 
, Hussein stated, "Nothing happened." According to Hussein, 
when the United States decided to attack Iraq, this action made 
the annexation of Kuwait the only solution. At that point, there 
was no political solution. Hussein reiterated comments from a 
previous interview wherein he stated Iraqi soldiers would not 
have fought appropriately or "have taken care of Kuwait" were it 

again emphasized that the 
actions of the United States "forced our hand." 

When noted to Hussein that UNR 662 was issued in 
August, 1990, long before any US or coalition forces military 
Hussein stated that military forces opposing Iraq were 
Saudi Arabia at that time. This, coupled with various 
decisions and announcements made by the United States, indicated 
a prelude to a US attack against Iraq. 

Hussein noted that the UN seemed only to "watch" 
eight years, without concern. Only near 

conflict, when Iraq had overcome Iranian forces, 
did the UN propose and Iran accept a cease fire agreement. In 
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opinion, the UN "was not honorable" during the iran- 
Iraq War. During the war between the two countries^ some of the 

bSie f ^ tSt^thru^®"intSfSJrw£?'Svery£d? -""^SuSein 

j Hussein questioned whether legitimate efforts were 

with iLlTt S S P?event"thf 

"initiative" from other countrie! JSsseiS 
the Soviet Union proposed one plan for withdrawal which 

£.gypt, in Hussein's opinion, "did nothing." ^ ^ 

from Kuwa.^.ame%rSm1Sq™ 

solution for "everybody in the area." This plan included^°^^ ^ 

Israir"'^HissfiS^Si^^°^® UN decisions regarding lands occupied by 
faf??nA .Hussein questioned why the UN did not attack Israel for 

"Ss^Ses" stated that til 

® Ispel are not considered by the UN. Reqardina 
Iraqi mistakes, however, the UN is always concerned. ^ ^ 

knowledge ^tTiZ£tTon Tttl' 

SSeinSSeJLJ'^S”" pictured o“ 

to d^Jhir ?n Jrio Kuwaitis 

unoo^' ! '. Citizens voluntarily chose to disnlav 

Where 
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an Iraqi soldier was executed for committing burglary during the 
occupation of Kuwait. In another incident, an Iraqi Lieutenant 
Colonel was executed, and his body hung on public display for 48 
hours, for assaulting a female in Kuwait. This individual's body 
was left in public for all Iraqi officers and soldiers to see in 
order to emphasize the rules. A third incident resulting in an 
execution may have occurred, but Hussein does not remember the 
details. 


Hussein denied knowledge of the number of Kuwaitis 

illed, military or civilian, during combat operations or during 
the alleged atrocities previously mentioned. Hussein stated, "It 
was war time." He added that Iraq is a Third World country which 
signed the Geneva Convention. The United States is an advanced 
country which supposedly would not make the same mistakes as a 
Third World country. Hussein questioned the statistics regarding 
the numbers of Iraqi civilians killed, abuses committed against 
Iraqis, or Iraqi prisoners tortured by United States forces. 

.. , , . the igniting of oil wells in Kuwait by 

withdrawing Iraqi forces and the subsequent environmental 
disaster deemed one of the worst in history, Hussein asked, "More 
than Chernobyl?" He requested to know the number of people who 
died in Kuwait because of the smoke created by the fires 
Hussein denied that Iraqi forces ignited the oil wells. He 
acknowledged that Iraqi forces burned "oil in trenches" as they 
were retreating. The resulting smoke blocked target acquisition 
by coalition aircraft and prevented additional troops from dying. 
Hussein acknowledged that he was told that "a few" oil wells were 
stated that even if he were shown pictures or videos 
of these events, he would not believe Iraqi forces committed 
them. He maintained that these forms of media are easy to 
manipulate and fabricate. Hussein stated his belief that it 
would not be a crime for the Iraqi military to burn oil in order 
to prevent planes from attacking them. If such an event took 
place, this would have been an act of a desperate person who had 
no weapons remaining with which to defend himself. When 
^estioned if he was offered proof to show that the 150 oil well 
fires in Kuwait were an act of sabotage by the Iraqi military and 
at that^time^ defense, Hussein stated he would provide a response 

T J Regarding the previously discussed execution of 

Iraqi soldiers in Kuwait, Hussein stated that the information 
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about these matters may have been provided to him verbally or in 
writing. In all likelihood, a trial occurred prior to the 
executions. Hussein opined that without this severe and 
immediate action, more crimes, possibly hundreds, might have 
occurred in Kuwait. 

Hussein stated that Ali Hasan Al-Majid was a member 
of the Iraqi Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) during the 
occupation of Kuwait. Al-Majid's role during the occupation was 
to "arrange and organize everything" in Kuwait. The decision 
granting Al-Majid this authority was made at an official meeting 
of the RCC. Al-Majid was the senior Iraqi official in Kuwait. 

Regarding other Iraqi officials assigned duties in 
Kuwait, Hussein stated there were many of them ranging from 
traffic policemen to high government officials. Hussein stated 
he has no additional information regarding others with 
responsibilities in Kuwait and provided no additional names of 
such Iraqi officials. Hussein added that the Iraqi government 
attempted to provide all services, particularly the critical 
ones, such as electricity, to Kuwaiti citizens. 

ysX. When questioned regarding the ongoing Kuwaiti 
resistance during the Iraqi occupation and efforts by the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS) to stop it, Hussein stated, "I do not 
have an answer with these details." when again asked, Hussein 
replied that he had given his answer and "I am not a person who 
gives away his friends." 

Hussein was asked, as the ex-President of Iraq, 
about Iraqi policy regarding treatment of POWs. Hussein replied, 
"I am not the ex-President of Iraq. I am still the President of 
Iraq." He added that he still respects the will of the people 
(their support of him as President). He continued saying that 
Iraq respects the Geneva Convention and that they had asked other 
countries to do the same. Hussein commented that in his 
speeches, he asked each soldier to respect the Geneva Convention 
and to remember and abide by the soldier's "religious 
principles." 

Hussein denied giving orders to mistreat, abuse, or 
torture US POWs. According to Hussein, such a proclamation would 
have affected his reputation in front of the people and was, 
therefore, unacceptable. Others may state that Hussein issued 
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such orders so that they might absolve themselves of 
responsibility. If these individuals say such things, Hussein 
will accept responsibility as commander and admit these 
accusations as long as such an admission will not dishonor him. 

He reiterated he would not have given such orders because of what 
religion teaches. Hussein provided a saying, "There is a well of 
water in Paradise. If one feeds an orphan or a prisoner, he will 
drink from the well." Hussein stated the proof of his beliefs is 
in his speeches. He made this assertion despite previously 
stating actions, not words, are what matters. Hussein remarked 
that his speeches as President are important. 


Regarding the credible information that Iraq 
removed the Kuwaiti leadership from their country, reportedly 
with the agreement of the Kuwaiti citizens, only to have the 
Kuwaiti people welcome them back, Hussein opined that leaders 
(Kuwaitis) who accept foreign occupation (the United States) of 
their own country can be forcibly expelled. According to 
Hussein, the Kuwaiti leaders were not "from the people." On the 
contrary, they were originally brought in by the British. 

Hussein stated that he knew how the citizens of Kuwait felt 
before the invasion and after occupation by Iraqi forces. If 
Kuwaiti citizens accepted the former leadership after Iraqi 
occupation, Hussein stated that he respected their decision. 


()^) Hussein reiterated a belief provided in a previous 
interview that whoever "conspires against a brother" must be 
kicked out (Kuwait, in this case). Regarding the tradition or 
understanding that Arab nations should not take up arms against 
one another, Hussein stated that he concurred with this belief 
and that he affirmed so publicly in a speech long before the 
invasion of Kuwait. Other Arab nations, however, including 
Kuwait, refused to abide by this principle. Saudi Arabia 
confiscated land from Yemen. Syria continues to occupy territory 
in Lebanon. Egypt has confiscated land from Sudan and has acted 
aggressively towards Libya. 


Returning to the subject of American POWs, Hussein 
again denied knowledge of torture or abuse as documented through 
^®dical examinations upon their repatriation. Hussein questioned 
whether such findings were made by Americans or by an independent 
investigative body. Hussein restated that any bad treatment is 
not acceptable whether against an Iraqi citizen or against the 
citizen of another country. He denied that information regarding 
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abuse and torture of US POWs was presented to the Iraqi 
leadership. 

In the context of the discussion regarding 
allegations of mistreatment of US POWs by Iraq, the interviewer 
stated, "Both the US Government, the UN, and the Red Cross had 
made these allegations known to the Iraqi Government. These 
probably would not go to the attention of the President, but they 
were not addressed by anyone within the Iraqi leadership." 

Hussein replied, "What I was made aware of was that there was an 
American prisoner, not a prisoner, excuse me, but an American 
person. I think an officer. It was said his plane was hit above 
the western desert and he parachuted and the Americans were 
looking for him. They showed me the paperwork and I told them to 
facilitate the mission and to tell them they are welcome. Let 
them keep the information so they will not say that we reviewed 
it. Let them keep the information with them. As for the people 
that are searching, let them come here and tell us where is that 
pilot, I mean they do the searching." 

Hussein does not remember the pilot's name, 
including whether it was Speicher. He told Iraqi officials to 
allow the Americans to search for this individual. Hussein 
stated Iraqi officials "helped" in the search for information 
regarding the missing pilot's whereabouts. 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed March 3, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

, Prior to the start of interview, Hussein was 

this session would be a continuation of the previous 
discussions regarding Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

_ Hussein stated that he devised the plan for the 

iD'^^ssion of Kuwait. Because the geography of Kuwait is 
essentially open land, neither specific tactical planning nor 
special assets was needed to effect the operation. Any person 
with basic military knowledge could have put together an 
effective invasion plan. 


The invasion of Kuwait was accomplished within two 
and ahalf hours, equivalent to that previously estimated. 

Hussein stated it should have taken no more than one hour. He 
believes it should have occurred more quickly than originally 
estimated due to support for the invasion from the Kuwaiti 
people. Hussein reiterated a previous statement to the 
interviewers that Iraq was asked by the Kuwaiti people to invade 
their country in order to remove the Kuwaiti leadership. When 
asked to clarify how the Kuwaiti citizens communicated their 
desires to the Iraqi government prior to the invasion, Hussein 
stated some, not all, Kuwaitis felt this way. He added, "We felt 
they were asking." 


Regarding the assault on the coastal city of Khafii 
and who designed this attack, Hussein stated, "Me." He added 
that he would not shift the blame to his friends. Hussein stated 
that military planning was easy after eight years of war with 
ran from 1980 to 1988. Any military operation requires 
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knowledge of the geography of the area and knowledge of the 
weapons and the capabilities of the enemy as well as one's own 
capabilities. Other important factors include the training, 
logistical support, and morale of the troops. With such 
knowledge, the military operation against Khafji was simple to 
plan. The land was open, similar to southern Iraq, and provided 
no "complications." The only concern was enemy air power 
capability. 

When questioned whether the purpose of the assault 
on Khafji was to force the coalition forces into a ground war, 
Hussein replied that military experts knew that any ground attack 
the Iraqi Army was a difficult task. He opined that two 
million troops would have been needed to fight the Iraqi ground 
forces. Aircraft, however, could be used to strike Iraqi forces 
3.nd thereafter return to base. The preliminary information 
^^^il^Ble to Iraq indicated that coalition ground forces were in 
the vicinity of Khafji. For this reason, Iraqi forces decided to 
attack the location and to "force a fight." Hussein stated that 
it seemed that coalition forces withdrew upon attack by Iraqi 
forces. Thereafter, Iraqi ground forces remained in the area. 

As time passed, Iraq lost soldiers, ammunition, and equipment. 
Many Iraqi soldiers died as the result of repeated coalition air 
assaults without ever seeing the enemy approaching over land. 

Hussein denied that Iraqi forces were defeated at 
^^3.fji, forcing them to withdraw. Hussein stated Iraq did not 
intend to occupy the city. Iraqi ground forces went to the 
location to fight with coalition ground forces. Upon 
encountering little to no ground resistance, Iraqi forces 
withdrew on the second day, of their own choosing. Hussein noted 
that it seemed coalition forces were not aware of the Iraqi 
withdrawal for a few days. Hussein acknowledged that coalition 
forces had air supremacy. 

Regarding whether one of the Iraqi objectives of 
the assault on Khafji was to capture American prisoners of war 
(POWs), Hussein stated one of the principles of war is to kill or 
capture the enemy. After fourteen days of coalition bombardment 
forces, Iraq wanted to force casualties upon coalition 
forces. However, Iraq preferred to capture coalition personnel. 
In Hussein's opinion, this would have had a "lot of effect" on 
the enemy. Hussein acknowledged that the assault on Khafji may 
not have been effective and may have shown coalition forces 




strengths. This may have led to prolonged coalition air 
strikes and a delay in the ground war. 

Hussein believes Iraqi forces should have conducted 
their ground assault even earlier. The operation was delayed an 
additional week, creating an opportunity for the coalition to 
conduct additional air strikes which weakened the Iraqi ground 
forces. Hussein denied that there was a plan to capture American 
POWs as a method of trying to prevent continued coalition air 
attacks. 

Hussein stated that he, and no one else in the 
Iraqi government or leadership, gave the orders to fire SCUD 
missiles at Israel. He stated, "Everything that happened to us 
was because of Israel." Hussein added that all the "bad things" 
for Arabs came as the result of Israeli actions. He opined that 
Israel "pushes" US politicians and "fills them with hatred." 
Israel first attacked Iraq in 1981 destroying the country's only 
nuclear reactor. As far as Iraq was concerned, the war with 
Israel was "still on." During the conflict in 1991, Hussein 
reasoned that the United States would stop the war if Israel was 
hurt." He also wanted to punish the country that he considered 
as the source of all the problems. Hussein denied that one of 
his reasons for striking Israel with SCUD missiles was to cause 
Israeli retaliation, a collapse of the coalition, and withdrawal 
of Arab support for the coalition. According to Hussein, the 
Arab countries which supported the coalition had been "shamed." 
Thus, any withdrawal of their support against Iraq was 
inconse^ential. 

Hussein stated there were two reasons for the war 
in 1991, oil and Israel. He added that Kuwait would not have 
considered doing anything against Iraq unless "pushed' by another 
county (the United States). When the interviewer pointed out to 
Hussein that historians believe Iraq acted first, Hussein replied 
that this was the result (of Kuwait's actions) and not the reason 
(for the war). 

, Hussein denied that Iraqi forces withdrew from 

Kuwait following their defeat. He insisted Iraqi forces withdrew 
as the result of an official proclamation. This cease fire 
including the Iraqi withdrawal, was negotiated by the Russians 
and accepted by Iraq. Coalition air attacks against Iraqi ground 
forces occurred while troops were retreating under official 
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orders from the Iraqi leadership. Hussein denied that Iraqi 
forces would have been eliminated if they had not withdrawn. 

Hussein stated an Iraqi plan of withdrawal existed 
as early as August 12, 1990. However, Iraq found no government 
in the international community nor in the Arab world which would 
agree to negotiate the terms of this plan. The President of 
France expressed support for the plan, but subsequently withdrew 
this support after receiving pressure from the United States. 

^^3.qi accepted the previously discussed Russian 
initiative. Hussein denied that the plan was accepted because of 
huge Iraqi military losses. 

The interview then turned to a discussion of a 
letter dated February 19, 1991 from Hussein Kamil, in the name of 
Iraqi President Hussein, to Ali Hasan Al-Majid. The letter 
stated, in part, that the Iraqi military should remove any and 
all property from Kuwait which will aid in the rebuilding of 
^^3.q. Hussein stated the normal method of conveying directions 
from the President would be via letters from the Presidential 
Diwan. Kamil was not a secretary, but was simply one of the 
Iraqi Ministers. Kamil was "known for his way of doing things." 
Upon being read the letter by the translator, Hussein asked 
whether the document referred to items used by the Iraqi military 
in Kuwait or to things from Kuwait itself. He added that he 
never instructed the T^aqi military to remove items, either their 
own equipment or Kuwaiti items. Hussein opined that the letter 
may refer to equipment in Kuwait that was utilized by the various 
Iraqi Ministers for critical services such as electricity, water, 
transportation, and telephone service. He stated the letter was' 
dated nine days before the cease fire. Hussein denied that the 
letter referred to Kuwaiti property. He stated it was simply a 
letter from one minister subordinate to another minister, asking 
for the return of materials taken to Kuwait by Iraqi forces. 
Hussein stated that he did not issue the letter. He asked what 
Items or materials were taken from Kuwait after this letter was 
published. 


When questioned whether members of the Iraqi 
leadership were allcpwed to issue letters in the name of the 
President without his knowledge, Hussein stated, "There are bad 
elements everywhere. He (Hussein Kamil) is dead now." Hussein 
denied knowledge of whether other members of the Iraqi leadership 
acted on authority of the President without actually having power 
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delegated to them by Hussein. Hussein acknowledged that the 
referenced letter was not conveyed in an official manner. He 
reiterated that the official method of issuance of such a letter, 
upon orders from Hussein, would have been to send a communication 
from the Presidential Diwan to Ali Hasan A1-Majid, in this case. 
This letter would have specifically enumerated the powers to be 
delegated to a particular individual, in this case, Hussein 
Kami1. 
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Saddam Hussein {High Value Detainee # 1 ) was 
interviewed March 5, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 


, ^ Prior to the start of interview, 
unformed this session would be a continuation 
discussions regarding Kuwait. 


Hussein was 
of the previous 


Hussein acknowledged that Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq Aziz met with US Secretary of State James Baker in Geneva, 
Switzerland in January, 1991. From the perspective of the Iraqi 
leadership, the goal of this meeting was to exploit any chance 
ror peace regarding the situation with Kuwait. When the 
opportunity was made available to discuss this matter with an 
American representative, Iraq decided to pursue this avenue. The 
Iraqi leadership believed that any results from this meeting 
would "carry weight" in the international community. 


According to Hussein, Baker provided no solutions 
tor the Kuwaiti situation. Instead, Baker dictated to Aziz 
certain steps that the United States wanted Iraq to accomplish 
first. Baker added, "Otherwise, we'll take you back to the pre 
industrial age." Aziz told Baker that the accomplishment of 
these steps would not be possible. 


Hussein stated that the Kuwaiti issue needed to 
aye been placed inside the framework of international law. This 
matter should not have been reduced to one in which the strong 
States) dictated to the weak side (Iraq) the terms 
of the agreement. Iraq sought a format which did not portray it 
as defeated, but rather one showing respect for the Irani 
military and its people. 
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Hussein stated, "We had a desire for peace." In a 
document dated August 12, 1990, Iraq expressed this desire 
through Its first proposal. As stated in a previous interview, 

accepted by any member of the international 
community. Iraq wanted a guarantee of no further aggression 
directed against them and an end to the embargo against Iraq. 

Without existing in the framework of international 

iith appeared as defeated 

to the Iraq-Kuwait issue. Hussein considered the 
referenced Iraqi proposal for a peaceful solution regarding 

proposal, not all parts will 

be accepted. The Iraqi solution was never discussed, however. 

whether the issue regarding Kuwait was more 
^ issue. He opined that Kuwait was 

K by the United States and the international 

opposing entity and because of the 
existence of oil in Kuwait. As stated in a previous interview, 
Hussein implied that Kuwait had "been taken" from Iraq. He added 

"assemble and stop" when Yemen was 
reunited after many years of separation. 

Continuing the discussion of the Iraqi proposal of 

fS?^Trai^^ ^^®®®^\^®stioned why it was considered unusual 

to have asked that United Nations (UN) resolutions be 
ev-r-irespect to lands previously seized by Israel and 
Hoi ■! ’ ^ resolutions had been enforced, Iraqis would have 

?n^i international law was being applied fairly to Iraq 

1991. Hussein stated that no one notified Iraq that certain 

or’^deletS proposal needed to be changed 

avenles S'achleJe^pefc? explored several 

Asked whether Iraqi leaders were surprised at the 
°£ Iraqi prisoners oE »ar (POWs), estimated 1^16,?« 

forces during the 1991 war, Hussein 
pnwo war." According to Hussein, the Iraqi 

POWs were not captured in the classic sense. There were many 
factors leading to their capture including their loss of ^ 

disSrieS?aMJ!n transportation, a lack of food and a sense of 
sorientation. Because of these factors, many Iraqi soldiers 
traveled to Saudi Arabia for safe haven where they Serriicked uo 
by coalition forces. in contrast, Hussein stated'^tharthe ef^eS 
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199?^ greater than that in 

this, fewer Iraqi POWs were captured in 2003 and 
he attributed this to different factors which^eSsted in JL? 

H-i ^ ^ Hussein denied that the Iraqi leadership was 

disappointed with the large number of Iraqi POWs in 1991 
Hussein stated, "Nothing would shake our determination "' He 

SS-rwill^'' T"" fortunes and misfortunes and that this is 
God s will. Hussein denied that the large number of Iraois 
captured by coalition forces influenced Iraq’s ability to 

He claimed that the number of POWs indicates 
neither the stage nor the outcome of a war. He stated that T-ran 

In^usSe^^t war against Iran despite Iran's capture of more POwJ 

ScSsKilv^a?fe?i°"' o^Pture of POWs in any amount does not' 

fScrSitJin ^ a if necessarily 

torce certain military decisions. Hussein acknowledqed that ^ 

to^return\ome^af^^^^f^'^ coalition forces in 1991 and allowed 
to return home after the cease fire agreement was signed. 

ar,a Hussein was questioned about the 45 coalition POWs 

SitS; apparent compulsory appearancrif tSS 

till POWs on Iraqi television. The interviewer noted 

th^fS^uKurof^^Kro? physically abused and tLt 

cne reaturing of them on television was a violation of the 

Convention. Hussein stated that the POWs, especially the pilots 

would likely have provided different details Lou? tLir cJnti^^^ 

captured by farmers or villagers wLle 

°SetoaSd Iraqil SgS hive 

pushing tha™ SaqrSjJ 

control or aware of circumstances regarding captured individuals 
out bj “"it" boan knocked 

1 , H^H^^ding coalition POWs captured in 1991 Hussein 

servinrin VS 

Mric ^ Iraqi government. However, he clarified 

S 'iid not deny th4t otheS mS 

VhnS ® manner" and that he was speaking only^ 

hV S, Vh® knowledge of the matter. HusVein addS that 

SVaVS such information if he were awaS Vf ?? He 

SSS ? he subscribes to a document much older than the 

believe that it is "noble" to treat a prisoner well. HuSJin 






circumstances or nationality. yaxuiess or one s 

tortured reports that all coalition POWs were 

Jv, custody, Hussein neither confirmed nor 

the SnsSe!ce»^S''?hos?^h®^'^' information is "on 

the iSSestiS^Mon u reported it and those who conducted 

cne investigaticpn. Hussein explained that leaders command bv 
;;communication Instruments." Lower level commSSL^TSS bv 

eIS^eJ!t?r proper communication instruments 

rSterlteS^tS^jT" to "how it sees things. " Sss;in 

durSrSe S91 communications systems were inoperative 

rSSJted speculated that some 

reported acts of physical abuse, such as the burning of a POW-s 

Sitn; ^^ts of a "simpleton." wLn it w 2 s 

iSS Se°to Slieve^t?''^® coalition forces could reasonably 

the entire m t ^ widespread practice conducted by 

the entire Iraqi military, Hussein replied, "i answered." ^ 

Hussein maintained that he does not ouecstion 

=<-lUlon E.OWS and tSfhfSafnfpSao^ll 
hSwJJS? these allegations. 

Ira|i piopla JfSfbafno 

agi people, alter being attacked by coalition nilotes 

especially if the^ had pa«?cfpa?S' ir?hein 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed March ll, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Prior to the start of interview, Hussein was 
informed this session would be a continuation of the previous 
discussions regarding Kuwait. 

, Regarding information from the Kuwaiti government 

indicating that the Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait 
caused $180 billion in damages to the country, Hussein asked for 
the source of this information, when told the source was Kuwait, 
Hussein asked which neutral and legal entity questioned Kuwait 
regarding the basis of their conclusion. He opined that "no one" 
asked Kuwait for the details of their investigation of this 
matter. Hussein again questioned the existence of evidence 
supporting these Kuwaiti assertions. 

Hussein reiterated information provided in a 
previous interview stating, "Kuwait is Iraqi." According to 
Hussein, Kuwait was "stolen" from Iraq by a British resolution. 

He added that if Kuwait had not been a country with oil, it would 
not have been "stolen." Hussein stated that the arrogance of the 
Kuwaiti rulers made them "stupid" and ignited the war. He 
further stated that he understands that the United States 
located across the Atlantic Ocean, would want Iraq to be poor 
However, he cannot understand how Kuwait would want to exist next 
to a hungry country." 

Hussein emphasized that he is not saying that 
Kuwait did not have the right to make these statements. He again 
questioned the identity of the neutral entity which examined this 
matter and whether it was discussed with Iraq. Hussein suggested 
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similar to a court should have been formed to hear 
the details from both sides and to decide this matter. However 
this did not happen. 

, ^^ssein stated that just prior to the latest war, 

American officials said all Iraqi debts would be forgiven 
including monies owed to Kuwait. in Hussein's opinion, this 
proved any amount reportedly owed to Kuwait was not a legal debt 
and was a "political" matter. He added that this policy was 
driven by the United States and not the United Nations (UN) 

Kuwait, or any other entity. ' 


, ^ The interviewer told Hussein that Kuwait never 

asked for compensation for the damages suffered during the Iraqi 
invasion and occupation. Kuwait did, however, ask for the return 
of 605 prisoners of war (POWs). To date, these POWs have not 
been returned. Hussein stated these Kuwaitis were not "captives" 
and are missing as characterized by a UN resolution. He stated 
that many "stories and novels have been woven" around this issue, 
^ matter of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction (WMD) . 

The Kuwaiti POW accusations have been proven to be false 
however, similar to the WMD rumors. Hussein stated that 
individuals often become "missing" during a war. He provided as 
examples the one coalition individual still missing from the 

thousands of Iraqis and Iranians missing 
the two countries. As for the 605 Kuwaitis, 
Hussein stated that Kuwait knows their fate. Hussein denied 
nowledge that 605 Kuwaitis were captured in circumstances other 
than combat after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Hussein acknowledged that Aziz Saleh Al-Numan was 
Governor of Kuwait during the Iraqi occupation. As such he 

to the Iraqi Minister of Interior, a position 
held by All Hasan Al-Majid at that time. Al-Numan's duties as 
^vernor were set forth in Iraqi provincial laws. Hussein does 
whether Al-Numan was appointed by him or by decree 
of the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC). In Iraq the 
Constitution sets forth the authority of the RCC and'the 

is also the Chairman of the RCC. Some governmental 
appointments such as those given to high-ranking officers in the 
milita^, judges, and general directors are based on a 
republican" directive. Hussein explained that the Iraqi system 
does not prevent the President from submitting a name for 
consideration of appointment and requesting subsequent feedback 





Baghdad Operations Center 




from the RCC. Decisions in Iraq are signed by the President. It 
IS his prerogative to consult or not to consult anyone. Hussein 
stated "his style" was to always consult with others when the 
time came to make a decision. Governors were assigned based on a 
republican" or Presidential directive. Hussein does not 
remember if he discussed the appointment of Al-Numan with the 


When questioned regarding Iraq's usage of Kuwaitis, 
Japanese, and westerners as human shields during the first Gulf 
War including the positioning of them at key sites such as 
communications centers and military positions, Hussein denied 

individuals were taken to Iraqi military positions. He 
added that the Iraqi government did not, however, prevent 
individuals from volunteering as human shields to protect 
facilities such as communications centers. When questioned 
whether such volunteers existed in 1991, Hussein replied, "l do 
not remember." 


-(5^ The translator read to Hussein an Iraqi government 
communication from Qusay Hussein concerning the usage of Kuwaiti 
prisoners as human shields. Hussein stated that he has no 
information about this letter. When noted to Hussein that the 
document was recovered by American forces from an Iraqi 
government building and is deemed legitimate, Hussein stated, "I 
answered.He asked whether the captives discussed in this 
communication were ever questioned about being held in Iraqi 
captivity or being used as human shields. Hussein stated that 
Iraq released all the Kuwaiti captives. Upon being told the 
document was dated March 14, 2003, Hussein stated, "It is a 

impossible." He suggested that the communication 
be examined closely to determine authenticity and that he 
had thought it was dated 1991. Hussein stated that if the date 

document is 2003, it is a forgery. He added that Iraq did 
not have captives at that time. Hussein stated that Qusay was 
not the type of person to "make up things." He reiterated that 
experts in the United States and in Iraq should scrutinize this 
document for authenticity. 


.-v- Regarding chemical weapons and why Iraq did not use 

first Gulf War, Hussein replied that he had been 
asked this question previously and had answered. When noted to 
him that the interviewer had not previously asked this question, 
Hussein replied that he believed it was strange that the 
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interviewer or anyone else would ask this question, not just at 
this point but at any time. He stated that it is not Iraqi 
policy to use chemical weapons against coalition forces. Hussein 
commented that this was a discussion of history, not unrealistic 
hypotheticals. He asked how Iraq would have been described if it 
had used chemical weapons. Hussein replied to his own question, 
"We would have been called stupid." According to Hussein, 
chemical weapons, and their use, were never discussed by Iraqi 
officials before or during the 1991 war. 


As stated during a previous interview, Hussein 
acknowledged a meeting in January, 1991 just before the war 
between US Secretary of State James Baker and Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq Aziz. Hussein remembers a statement by Baker to 
"take Iraq back to the pre-industrial age." He stated that Iraq 
not be intimidated by threats, however, especially when 
coming from someone in "a strong position." Hussein denied 
knowledge that part of this discussion concerned the position of 
the United States regarding Iraq's possible use of chemical 
weapons should hostilities occur. According to Hussein, "We 
decided the right thing to do." He stated that the use of 
chemical weapons did not "cross our mind." 


Hussein stated that Sultan Hashem, Iraqi Minister 
of Defense, and Saleh, Second Corps Commander, represented Iraq 
at the cease fire talks during the first Gulf War. Their 
positions and viewpoints were the same as those of the Iraqi 
leadership, to secure a cease fire and to start the withdrawal of 
foi^ces from Iraq. Hussein stated Iraq had no goal of 
continuing the war and desired a cease fire. 

^^^?5?Cwhen questioned about other items discussed by Iraq 
at the 1991 cease fire talks, Hussein stated that he does not 
remember any additional Iraqi requests other than the withdrawal 
of foreign forces from their territory. In Hussein's opinion, 
the fighting would have continued without this withdrawal. 

Hussein denied knowledge that Iraq asked for, and received, 
permission to continue flying helicopters. He further denied 
knowledge of the purpose of such an Iraqi request. 
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interviewed“Marcfu "20?f St Detainee # 1 ) was 

Baghdad International Airport (BIAP?' facility at 

provided the following infon^ati^f ' Hussein 

goal of the^ra^^leSerSio^fs^rh^^ stated the 

infrastructure of ^ the _ rebuilding of the 

reconstituting agricultural and\foJ^^^ included 

stated that Iraq rebSl^»a^^of^ Hussein 

programs in thJ\Sas of aScuuSf 

However, Iraq's efforts wp?p ^^^'^^tion, and health. 

particular! . 

made in th^lraqi^gS^emment'^amSd this changes were 

appointment of individuals tn including the 

"This is natural "In STp positions, Hussein stated, 

occurrence not only in Iraq bit^Jl4o^'^^^ changes are a "regular" 
United States. OnJ Sch the 

Hussein's personal secrJta?? at thi Hamid Mahmoud, became 

secretary She had beirip^JInted S previous 

Hussein referred to Mahmoud as a "dPm’ Minister of Education. 

had served as a member of the PresidJnt^s^n"'^^'^^?^ 

the Himaya and Murafiqeen ^ detail in 

named as Iraqi DepStJ^pSme mSs?er" 

one of the early Revolutiona-rw n ^ described Aziz as 

Hussein's opiniL Aziz "Sd no?°Ja (RCC) members. In 

appointment HusseiS anything" with this 

he (Hussein) was to also have the fraqi leadership if 

he would need assistance from prime minister, 

Ramadan were named as deputy prime minisSrs 
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secretary^^^lude^arranqina^the duties of a personal 

the person is working. \ secretarv^mnit person for whom 

his duties. Hussein ^ precise in executing 

because he was "suitable for personal secretary 

was his own choici aS the position. " He added that this 

Hussein rStSaJS SJt SL^uS haJ f significance. 

Hussein^fk?«i“f =on.posed if 

one cf his re?aS;is iS Revolution, only 

position. At that time Hu< 5 =!#.-iIraqi government political 

military services served in the Iraqi army and other 

detail dii^t^neceSaJilJ^'Sctate^the detail"® °e protective 
He claimed that at times \e taiiaht^!?h his movements, 

performance and be more sucLSfSl uT improve their 

that he could perform their job better ""Srielt 

“fn^S^ tr£e,..Sug;\i;eVHSaSS 

failed in its mission if it "isolated"detail would have 
was also important ?Sat the de?an S "^^^ses. it 

and behavior to accommodate HuLein's nature 

evidence of his tearhinrr nature. As further 

requested, he could stated that if 

interviewing duties.^ When writer's 

Hussein stated, "a doctor dooa n ®^P°und on this statement, 
is wrong. They come to him " ° shase people asking them what 

at one's pSitloS!''iLSe?execStlnf ^"5?’"'“': ia to look 

how to perform duties A oercion o ^ Planning, to determine 

and quick. One who supervises must^Slow^th^*^^^^ precise 

exercise initiative under him to 

civilian and military situations differs between 

the field are different thtjn t-v. ussein stated, "The eyes in 

position only to LS 
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mlfrlSirfSe'.lJcSSl! foSSf?' a particular situation 
under other circumstanr^c. +-v, • individual even though 

the best choJS raij -ay not be considered 

ejecting the right personV SlSaJy^^IrSiSl.°' 

Individualfllr'parScSia^mimaSj'ofdismissal of 
Often involves consideratinn o-f governmental positions 

tribe. AnothL ?o ^ family or 

others may ask, "Was he a coward’"^ dismissed, 

asked when an individual decides to questions may even be 

circumstances The famti7«o ^®tire under normal 

"tainted " T 7 nH«->- amilies of such individuals may feel 

families'to Ste tS'^goJeSS^^'^r' 

having to consider thJse fJe??nf^o , ®xplained that in 

governmental leaders were Sten^limited^?^*^^^w ' 

changes, even if they were lemed necl^Sy"'^ Personnel 

which occuiSd^in^s5SSrn^lSg*^aftSTh^^^ reported uprisings 
claimed that he had not JJarS 3f the war in 1991, Hussein 

pointed out that many inSjJfeSf When it was 

uprisings, Hussein aJked "Have we documented the 

He stated, however that'wiFhin discussed this matter?" 

"some elements" hi4 S?tiSS SaJof^^ cease fire of 1991, 

Iraq cities of Basra Nasiriwah southern 

activity spread to ^e nortSJ A-if Later, this 

and Kirkuk. Hussein stated th^t Suleimaniyyah, Erbil, 

operations were "pushed by^Iran these 

Iranian intelligence offiLr^wAf. captured 68 

prisoners. ^ officers who were later exchanged for Iraqi 


had already beJJ S^troyed”^ ElLSSitS^did'^nn^ 

Kssibb^jf£i° SciF^ VT ■ “"s 

in the ccuntry. Huceein stated the ■SSen«"‘’pSt?SpSinnn“ 
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"those from 

government services Iraais nf from Iranian 

"escaped" to Iran 'Their n 3 ^^onaiorigin, and Iraqis who had 
determine witi Sy d^ree Sfdifficult to 
intentionally desUId thjL^ISJSL^rdSSmS. 

government^nt?ol‘*ol tha'^cou^trj tsussert 

considered the southern arerS^;.^ ^ ^ leadership 

was in this area where Iraai for-^f ^ ^ priority. it 

primarily Iranians. After^or-H^^ encountered and fought 
government forces focused on rh<= southern Iraq, 

forces met little or no reslstance°^^Th^%Ph^°^ 

southern Iraq lasted annrnYi 7 n=ii-«ii ' 4 - fighting m northern and 

"God made us\ic?S?oS'’"°"Therla?tS° ^cco^d' 

continued to insert groups of ten to Hussein, Iran 

t'""HSee?er,^Sese^^^ 

local population' UltimItelJ fS^?' members of the 

Iran aL'lta,, thasa^o^tue'ipalat^SroSslr""""^ 

insurgant^ivJ?rcSnl!^tS‘;;'J^‘’.?*'® uprisings in 1991 as 
not cinsider Se in2?SSS to\I°fthieves." He did 
what factors allowed thLe asked 

it was support from Iran woaVr, Hussein answered that 

the war, and possibly assistaSp^f the Iraqi government after 

that all goveJSraent in^Mtn^ coalition forces. He noted 

military SS'S^weSe^ed L fresSl^f 

however, the Iraqi military grew in streL^h® war. Gradually, 
eventually able to overcome tho<=a^^ strength, and they were 
the Iraqi military's "blade aot to Hussein, 

acknowledged, hoSvL that ?h! ? ^ longer." He 

military had beerjhJ'mSf ®tate of the Iraqi 

for this lawlessness in the first place. opportunity 

was to con^l^Iraq^" In^his^onin^ goal of the insurgent activity 
1991 after Iran Sd'beS unlhll tn "^’ "e^^ic was utilized il 

its previous war with Iraq Iran through 

least a part of Iraq, Srticu£j?v control all or at 

Hussein's belief that Iran alc=o southern portion. it was 

eastern Saudi AraSl^JrLJ^-.rjJSre^^G^S^^^^^ ^ 
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of the milMry L?incT Se nn^ provincial governors control 

people f uprisings in order to protect the 

life." The peojle and the°nJ^i’^ "normal 
regarding tha'p^Sg^la'^o? IpSa?Lnf 

2;:: isSSB-sS™ -s.‘a2";s:? 

2S-2S.S “a£‘£l““su“.2^^^^^ 

the Oeneva SSvInt^oS^StLd onl^tfconflict, 

occupying power ia anothir count^ HrclIiiS°th?f"fS" c 
Convention was applicable to claimed that the Geneva 

involving cri»ea''I;^Hs\S?nS^Sr?oSSg^°" 

internatioM law does^not'*^perSit"SJ taJ to Hussein that 

when the location of a mi in? w■ ^ targeting of civilians even 

civilians and ^ 3 military objective is populated by 

how to behave. someone to have to tell them 

decide." i?'adderSa?*'S®?' responsible for what I 

acts. Hussein claimed that if^an for how an Iraqi 

(Hussein) as the ^ wanted to use him 

that assertion so long as it°dofhQ^ his actions, he would accept 

^ct?Ss"""HrstSJd"tS£°2ch''ind-S' ^^"'""SSSess of his 
own law and constitution. ividual is judged based on his 
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. ys} Saddam Hussein (High Value Deta-ina.^ \ 

interviewed Ma-rrH i ooo/i .. y'liue uetainee # 1 ) was 

Baghdad International Airport !BSpr^Sghdar^T°'' 
provided the following information! ' Hussein 

advised tha^today^s^discussion*” Hussein was 

previous conversation regardino a continuation of the 

southern Iraq in 1991 after the Slf War uprisings in 

out acts du^ng^the^uprisings^in^’q ^uitially, those who carried 

who had crossed the border from Iran among "those 

committed similar acts whfL Others from Iraq 

the incidents. According to Husslin^^if^the^i'^^^""^'^ 

as 

uprisings. roopers might have participated in the 
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man? ?orce?L SSiiX assemble L 

disLrbancL nSIseJi atoStoS ■ :t«ddhery" and the 

certain individuals -got mixed in" looting by 

participating in the upriSS^. actions of those 

in charge ^a?eIf?i"foSLrrj'’^°”a‘° -^^*='“ individuals 

their alsigneS roles SSssSiJ rS?'? a^i?® if”® Pnii®-* and 
to confron? and de?«t Sl Semfi ?ha L "intiaidn was 

uprisings were to be "nnh in t-v.^" participants in the 

by weapon. Hussein stated tha^^ 3 ^^^ word, then 

matter was not reJSiref tS fn^ discussion of this 

border from Iran SSelemhe'rs ““-n-i iii® 

assisted by additional Tr-ani=.n Party. They were 

individualJ killed a ^^^ether, these 

According to Hussein, one does not'naa^ committed other crimes, 
should be taken when faced wiMi to ask what actions 

however, dictated that the Iraai leadar^h^^^^^°”'’ Procedure, 
matter. All members of the^leJderSin Stn the 

regarding the Iraqi government re^^onL^ the same opinion 
the situation. ^ ernment response required to the deal with 

regarding 5Jnts^ScSj?ing°in''sJSS?n°iraS^ communicated to him 
subsequent responses hv °^thern Iraq and regarding 

SlrSibjloTolf i ~ 

Al-Majid was "resisting" in Basra. leadership that 

was actuali?^tSp?ed^iS%2?a^S Sis^f^ Al-Majid 

"in the pas?, Ir??is Sd S? rSp2? 

called to military service T 7 -a^?o ^ ^ authority. " when 

When called for "questioniAq " failed to respond, 

respond. Accord!^ to Hussein na? generally failed to 

new concept during^his time period ^ relatively 

were Arab, they were net accultcmj^ SaS, 
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British. ^^The*^disSgard^for^law^^ "installed" into power by the 
rural areas It tSt Sme Particularly prevalent in 


individual namld^Mldhi^Ublid'^Jnd'^his'^IIl^^h ^ 

government, as the result of wanted by the 

captured and intllloglSdMJaldili"!! 

Ubaid responded, "i have nl IS son. 

Madhi?" Ubaid renlied "nt/^ n c- police asked, "Are you 

and told Ubaid "yIu ar4 M^dhi ThSlaft slapped him 

the government says I'm Madhi’ t stated, "if 
discussion of Al-MijidS ’ Hussein ended the 

what you heard, i heard what I heald."^^""^ stating, "You heard 

government^n lllSexisted^in^^Sth*^^^ Iraqi 

An uprising was even attemoted^SSlS^^a^" southern Iraq. 

those "sitting on the fence" ioined iSS' opined that 

police stations and govIJIment IfffrS upon seeing 

resistance by the auSSSKf aI IS 

reasserted control, the "enemv" government 

in an old one. Accordina to Hii< 5 <ao' reinforced 

grew over time and "the circle started S military strength 

enemy." circle started tightening around the 

lawlessne2^e"Sscij«?®H P^eTious period of 

He added that the attitude of She^r'^^^' ^ 1920s. 

during the last 35 years undirShe completely 

opinion, with a political nartv olofo Hussein's 

Iraqi people believed in ^ present throughout Iraq, the 

their leadelsSp Ild lfai4h il 
This led to an improvement inShe^IituItiln before, 

in the economy. According to Hussein nr, ^ particularly 

in Iraq in the 1980s Widowo no poor person" existed 

"taken care of and lecurl were 

inexpensive. This Iraqi iifestvTISt^^ products were relatively 
the midpoint of the IrIn-IrL wir and however, around 

War. Hussein stated, "In JlbaSS S S I Gulf 

downturn in the economy, eSovLs aid After the 

general, were less discioliled^ ^ Iraqi_citizens in 

not change. ^ ' However, their allegiance did 
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becoming e^noSlLl? JtSnf 

all the positive things in Iran hars 1980 s. He added that 

leadership. Hussein ^ created by the 

situation deteriorated dramattna??'^^^'^^^u economic 

that the decline if "hseein agreed 

subsequent 1991 Gulf War which at that time and the 

(UN) inspections lessened embargos and United Nations 

He acknowledged thafSis the country. 

eepecially aLng thoefin rfafarSe 

individuals such as those livinn f lower income 

that the c^tral and nf the^^^geS f f JaTweJfeleff If tir"^ 


pressures ^of^pSJe?tJ\a?grStl?^Jtra^^' ^ general rule, the 
leading to resolution nSeJer"^ S pSvided"""""^ possibly 
situations involving revolutio^4 Provided several examples of 

f f af f d^ Sf=lcf J inl- 

such aa thoae which occurred in ^a?f f f rf f f f 

neutral no^ovfnffffofthat varioua 
investigations of the actions of the^iSa"■conducted 
uprisings of 1991. One sSh iSv.S? military during the 

Rights Watch (hrw) , a neutral no! SSS conducted by Human 

associated with anv anv«r-rim= profit organization not 
military acSSns details about Iraqi 

HRW interview of a resident of^S!r!^^h ^ summary of an 

in 1991. According to the wi!n!!! h! ! "^^^nessed one such event 
tanks approaching Basra The l!!d't-^!v column of Iraqi 

to its front bei!g fo!!ed !o ac! had three children tied 

questioned regarding hi! knowl!d™ J^man shields, when 
military in 1991, Hussein replied actions of the Iraqi 

this information does not deServe a believes 

the benefit of the interviewer would answer for 

He added that, in Irag each china ! stated, "It's a lie." 
family. Iraq "does n!t have or!h?n!^^ a father, a mother, and 
Regarding these three children walking the streets." 

parents?" He questioned why the i!t!!!’ 

tank commander would act so^irrespS!!i!?:!'"^’'n"°''^'^ accept that a 

IIIC5®T^?3S^ 
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Value Detainee #1) „ae 

Baghdad International Airport (BIAP)^ facility at 

provided the following infonSationf ' Hussein 

advised today^s*^discussion^woulinterview, Hussein was 
documentary regarding the situati viewing of a 

the aftermath of the^ first^Slf^S/'' southern Iraq in 1991 in 

documentar;^ He^stSed^that^faoh"'"’^"^® before viewing the 
from a certain background baJS^ person presents information 
experiences. DespS^ Svina hfJ his beliefs and life 

affected by the thoughts of^others'^ ^ is 

information on Iraq or anv Person presenting 

viewpoints. The first is^a "S? • speaks from three 

beliefs. The seco^S is a sca^rSL^,"'^” to his own 

in his own country. The third and experiences 

what is known by the person SalJdi ^Pon 

Nations (UN) and inteLational^lfw the United 

interviewer, "What irvouJ Hussein then asked the 

offered that this information film?" Hussein 

answer questions in the best manner.comment and 

to all th^^^^S^ts and^fSd^thJ Sth^^^Hi^^” listen 

you know the truth?" He added thapVh asked, "How will 

using western media, possiblv interviewer would be 

Hussein stated "Your- arm-,, ^ biased, to determine the truth 

am a prisoner^" S'idS^SS'^^irwS i 

must directly contact the nSni o v, ^ searches for the truth 
Of concern, tS^LSln^r^f'""^ter 
-r, Huuseln stated one would LrS^p"Jr?o“ti”^ 
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Iraq including looting burning v i ^ southern 

that one should contact others";ho shS^^SI’(Huss^S^sr^pSion. 

prepared i^th^wesJ^S^f 

neutral film produced by neutLl America, is not a 

film is likely based upL th^tL^fn^^ the 

the United States, internati^a? ^ of Christ, the laws of 
States. Hussein emphasized thit hS United 

interviewer in a difficult Dos^^^/^T, 
interviewer must "learn the truth Js 

It, nor as the film producers tell it!"^ Hussein tells 

hour docume^ary. ^Hus^in'^stated\Kf^^h^ approximate one 
southern Iraq "could be seen Svwh^J ^ showing Shias in 

the Shias shown in Karbala in the mn^’ now." He stated that 

surrounded, as depicted, m referenS''L'"?r ^^^fined and 
regarding scenes showing Iraqi tSk^L^^ the reporter' s words 
Hussein asked, "Where ^ ^PP^oaching the mosque, 

in the documeAta^^SdicatSq tw'plJa ^ sSt4ment 

the Shias to rise up against\he "encouraged" 

confession of the criS " ^ government is "a 

of the documentarJ^^the^Same^Sf^the including the date 

the non-governmenLl orga“atfo^%\rS:r?L°%%"r\eT^^^^^ 

southern l^ aSd^tSJIlS^to^S?diJh'^^'^^ 

Hussein stated these indKiduals territory in northern Iraq, 

they appear to be happy " He added hw *3® scared, 

Kurdish, not Shia. ’^^^se individuals looked 

documentarj*^Hussein'^sStSd thJt°hi^^^^^^ minutes of the 
time had arrived. When the inher-T • ®^®^oise time and prayer 
exercise period could Se SLSoner®'"^^ Hussein that his 

replied, "i think it is enough jffS " he 

documentary could be viewed anothe-r h' ^J^ssein added that the 

viewed another day and asked, "Why rush?" 






further prompting^or^questionina^^^u^®^^^^^ comments without 
states the sgia ?osi Sr^SSt^the documentary 

"traitors rose up at thr^di? the 

war on their own country. oreign country" and declared 

gioei demons tratera^contradictKn’^iS Se^t'^^th Ayatollah 

the commentator, Khoei believer in i-u truth. According to 
religion. Hussain s?atefS?-s re^? 
questioning indicates he f reply to commentator 

politica and ti^Sr/JlSLnSf ”“i”3 of 

airant contradiction to the actilS o£"?hrsSa°'^”' 

Hussein reiterated "we^can^see^chis'^^^^'^t^°” conduct, 

that if an insurgent does not surrenrie^?®^® ‘ stated 

confronted with force He added ? weapon, he will be 

Hussein shrine in Karbal^as^? Se=5^ the Imam 

Hussein stated that the blood show^on'^^h''®• resistance, 

shrine was from Iraqi "comreLfM inside walls of the 

fro. Shias hilled dSrlng an"?Sqi'“?e“™en? 

film whose ^ngul^SS ^eSoltedlv^ou?® individual shown in the 
mute. The documentary SoJiSd^nS ? P^en a 

cut his tongue, other than Iraqi militJJ^J^Jn^elSgencf 

walking and^depSting theS^SSoel^ Kurdish individuals shown 
He added that thev ml. hjil S!' 

the Shias regarding the^thinas^hh^^ commentator questioned 

and occupied their^cS;."'^"Sf 3 SKd tS^"^"^"?" "criminals came 

hS 2 knoTtS^ruth. 

would act this way about 

and to ProJide“hircSmSSrat°a''?2erda?e®"'^"^ documentary 
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interviewed Marcf 23 , ”20?:':t^f Slit'"" -- 

Baghdad International SLort S facility at 

provided the following iSfoSaSoS^ ' Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 

Prior to the star-t fu 

advised that today's discussioSwSiS k Hussein was 

previous meeting. He was a ^ continuation of the 

the viewing of the remaining portion^of includ 

the situation in southern Iraq in 19 9i -in ^°‘^’^"’®^tary regarding 
first Gulf War. Made in 1993^ aftermath of the 

Hussein's Latest War" and irAa^^J^f^'K titled "Saddam 
Michael Wood. The intervipwf.t- , British commentator 

documentary appro'imatlfj'^r^tv!?:^ m?™ 

into the program. ^ minutes and thirty seconds 
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provided by a spll^lr S^the^SJ^umJStSras t^ 

of Shias killed in southern Iraa bv ^ estimated number 

interviewer noted that this fio^re^h^S 

portion of the documentary vieSS iS fhJ""" ^^^^^ssed during the 

source was the Iraqi government ^ session and its 

Iraqi government info?med the Kurds 

been killed. The interviewer JddJd thJt number of shias had 

Iraqi government is believed ^r> haf message from the 

to the Kurds not to defy the goveJnment^" intended as a warning 

actions a^^^st the^MarS^ASbs in^J"^Fh^ Iraqi government 
poisoning of water resulting in ^Se including the 

destruction of villages Sd 5 billing of fish, the 
Hussein commented that some of marshes, 

have been filmed at the site of shown did not appear to 

continued, one scene sLSed^^LSS Ar 2 flmal^" docuSLtary° 

‘icirsn Arab female commenting on the 





treatment of her people by the Iraqi government. She stated that 
they had nothing left and had to leave their homes with only a 

before?^^Reeds?" laughed and asked, "What did she have 

The documentary then showed additional scenes and 
provided commentary about the Iraqi government's treatment of the 

Kurds in northern Iraq, and the Marsh 
The film discussed the possibility of placing Hussein on 
trial for these atrocities. Hussein stated, "Now that they have 
apprehended me, let them put me on trial." 

. The film then ended after a total of approximately 

. i^mutes and fifty seconds. Upon asking the 

informed this documentary was made in 

Regarding the assignment of certain senior Iraqi 
leaders to positions in southern Iraq in 1991 who would bear the 

= = Shia uprising, Hussein stated. 

We assigned responsibility to whoever was going to handle the 

denied that he previously stated he did not 
u° ^^® "details of how the uprising would be stopped and 

that he only wanted to know the results. Hussein asked, "Who 
says I did not want to know how?" Upon being informed by the 
interviewer that Hussein made this previous assertion, he stated 
that any person's main goal would have been to stop the 
disturbances and to end the "treason." 

The interviewer noted that this documentary shows 
the cost human and otherwise, of stopping the treason. Hussein 
stated that nothing was shown in this film. According to 
Hussein, It shows individuals who were apprehended by the Iraqi 
government and some government officials who "behaved in a wronq 
manner when they struck them." He acknowledged that the 
documentary shows scenes of other topics. 

The conversation turned to a discussion about the 
definition of treason versus a revolution. The interviewer 
reminded Hussein that he had observed a portion of the film in 

claiming that President Bush encouraged the 
hia tcp revolt against the Iraqi government in 1991. The 

reminded him that Hussein previously stated 
that the Shia, after Bush's encouragement, turned against their 
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own country and that Hussein previously stated he considered the 
Shia to be traitors. The interviewer noted that some would 
describe the Ba'ath Party in the same fashion regarding various 
coup attempts and successful coups in 1959, 1963, and 1968. The 
interviewer further noted to Hussein that some describe a failed 
uprising as treason, while a successful one is viewed as a 
revolution. Hussein stated, "I do not have a comment." He added 
that it was "beneath him" to comment about this documentary. 
Hussein characterized the film as not being objective and opined 
that it was made as further justification for "what was being 
done against Iraq" including the partitioning of the country. 

Hussein stated that an accused individual should be 
allowed to defend himself. He asked whether Iraq was afforded 
the opportunity to defend itself regarding the information in 
this film. Hussein questioned the appropriateness of 

^5 the President of Iraq about such a "propaganda 
film." He added, "We should stop this program." Hussein 
asserted that he had answered all of the interviewer's questions. 
He affirmed that he would not comment on such propaganda films. 

Hussein acknowledged that Muhammad Hamza Al-Zubaidi 
and Kamal Mustapha Abdallah were sent to Nasiriyya in 1991 to 
confront the Shia uprising in that area. Similarly, Hussein 
Kamil was sent to Karbala, Ali Hasan Al-Majid was sent to Basra, 
and Izzat Ibrahim Al-Duri was sent to Al-Hilla. 

Hussein described Al-Zubaidi as a "comrade in our 
party" who had reached the leadership position of Prime Minister. 
Hussein stated that he considers every Iraqi to be a good person 
until that person demonstrates otherwise to him. He 
characterized Al-Zubaidi as "good." Hussein acknowledged that 
Al-Zubaidi was one of the few Shia in the Iraqi senior 
leadership. When asked whether Al-Zubaidi was respected by his 
ccplleagues, Hussein stated, "That is another thing, something 
ff•" Hussein refused to explain this comment any further. 
He added, as previously stated, that he will only say good things 
about his comrades. Based upon Hussein's answer, the interviewer 
stated that one might presume that Al-Zubaidi was not in good 
standing with his colleagues. Hussein replied that the 
interviewer could presume as he wished, positively or negatively, 
about Al-Zubaidi. He added, "I gave my answer." 
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X) Hussein acknowledged that Abdallah was a distant 
cousin and member of the Ba'ath Party. He stated that Abdallah 
served as an officer in the Iraqi Army but was not "in the 
gcpvernment. " Abdallah assumed the same duties as any other 
military officer in the army. Hussein stated that he does not 
remember the location of Abdallah's assignments. When asked 
whether Abdallah held the position of Secretary General of the 
Republican Guard (RG) and Special Republican Guard (SRG), Hussein 
replied, "I thought the questions related to what happened in the 
South." The interviewer noted that Hussein's perspective on 
members of the Iraqi leadership is important. Hussein reiterated 
that he has faith and trust in anyone, whether in the party, the 
government, or the military, until that person "behaves badly." 

He added that if he does not describe someone as "bad" that means 
the person is good. Hussein further characterized a "bad" person 
as someone who behaves in a manner contrary to the trust existinq 
between him and the person. 

Hussein stated that during the war with Iran, the 
RG assumed duties on the front lines leaving Baghdad and the 
Presidential Palace unguarded. Thus, the SRG was formed, first 
of companies, then with regiments. At that time, many young 
officers served in the SRG including Abdallah. He would later 
become commander of the SRG. However, the commanders of the SRG 
and RG were not necessarily Hussein's relatives. Abdallah was 
one of the many individuals in the Iraqi leadership. Hussein 
stated that Abdallah performed his duties as would any other 
officer. 


M When questioned about the instructions given by the 
Iraqi leadership to Al-Zubaidi and Abdallah regarding the 
response necessary for the Shia uprising in southern Iraq, 

Hussein stated, "I explained during the last meeting." Hussein 
added that during the last session he also explained how 
information regarding the situation in southern Iraq in 1991 was 
communicated back to the Iraqi leadership. The interviewer noted 
to Hussein that Al-Zubaidi and Abdallah are in the custody of 
coalition forces. Hussein stated, "What do I want from them?" 

He asked rhetorically, "Do you think I would answer based upon 
who IS in custody?" He added, "I am afraid of no one. I am only 
arraid of God." Hussein stated his answers are not based upon 
who IS in custody but upon what he believes to be the truth. His 
answers are not dependent upon who is alive or dead. Hussein 
stated that he is not the type person who would blame someone 

4 




blaming the late Hussein 

Kamil. He added, l will only talk about myself." Hussein 

STS as SS interviewer calk dire^ly to Al-Zebaidi and 
Aoaaiiah as they "know themselves better." 

. Hussein reiterated a statement made during a 

previous interview saying "any person answering you who, if it 

accept^" my^utatiin I will 

interviewer ended the questioning telling 
Hussein that he did not wish to further Llay his ?HusseiS^s) 
prayer and meal time. Hussein stated, "Any government if it is 

iddaf'»?hSslS“o,“ “ should do so“ L 

sSsi^n Sjini a government are not few." Hussein ended the 

^ interviewer did not 

prevent him from praying, as this would be one less sin. 
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intervi=„eJ1,arS'’“ “ojfat 

Baghdad International Airport (BIAPl'^^Sahdad"'^^™ 
provided the following informationf ' Hussein 

advised tha^today^s^'discuss^on^ Hussein was 

previous meetings regSdinrJhJ be a continuation of the 

in 1991. ^ regarding the Shia uprisings in southern Iraq 


b6 

b7C 


a Politicali,art?°^sS=f^^?hfS^ath'‘^f''^^“^ 5°' 

members of the nartv as nocsotKi attempt to know as many 

difficult to^LSme'^ac^tK;?^ Jith 

of the senior leadershin i Party members outside 

know as many members of^the^Party as^So4 attempted to 

to .eet „any individuals^! 

system bet^in™te'‘!a!Su!"!J the communication 

J^IdS!i?p-ioj!a%= - 

slS'm!nSJ!^ir2em!c^!SfS SSf"® the^fTjS 

directive was issuS Sv th^ 1 America. when a 

all Party members. Wh^n^^ Partv Smb^r ^'^^^'^^^bions were sent to 
a request was submitted throuah th^ a esired a certain action, 
Iraqi leadershin through the appropriate channels to the 

regLdSg Se iSpor?anS"f"pL?"^""'K""'' feelings 

describing , a!fp!r!y"!!!i?!tS“SSSg 
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this period were recovered afhp»r- 

in 2003. The translator rea^tJ coalition forces 

two documents written in Arabic a copies of 

1991, described as repSt number 

Abbas, Secretary General of the SaaaaTn^c' Hussein Hamza 

to the Secretary General of the Wasit „ was sent 

to the document, Abbas wrote the letter to Command. According 
his conduct during the ''disturhanofo« explain and clarify 

document, dated April, 199? JeSinS no 

Anwar Saeed Omar, Secretary'GenS^^o? signed by 

was directed to an unstated, Su? presL2?v Command, 

element. This document exolain^ Pnesuraably, higher command 
"disturbances" in tSe ciSes S 

including the arrest of approximate!? 7 ?o March, I99i 

suspects in Basra. in the lettJ? 0 != . civilian 

committees were formed and that hi ^ states that interrogation 
second corp. Coe,n.i™|l i" °£ the® 

two individuals on the same fiav h^ ? that he personally executed 
further states that aS KS?t?Sa? 
executed after four more days of in^S^gSiJS 

the actionJ^esSib?riJ''?S2e^S?LS? contradiction in 

was passed. Hussein asked, ' "Wh?? 

appear to describe a situation^where^° documents 

investigated by a neu??2 were not 

investigative body was previously di?? ^^‘^sssity of a neutral 
respect to the situation in Kuwait Hussein with 

committed by the Iraqi milita?? d? ^ crimes reportedly 
in 1991. The interviewer country 

appeared not to have ^hl cSnS ?o S?? individuals ^ 

previously mentioned by HussSin a? themselves, as also 

stated, "I did not say anythin? JL?? important. Hussein 
that Kuwait and this issue are^"tw? dn fcommented 
documents discuss acts of "treache?v^?^d^^®? 
stated that it appears that th? sabotage." Hussein 

defend themselves. The interviewpT-^n^<-^a^\^^'^ have a chance to 
individuals mentioned were not Jiven the two 

themselves and were executed on °PPortunity to defend 

"Possibly. Possibly S?? " h? aS?d Hussein responded, 

y not. He added that this is a report which 

2 
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may not have included all the detail., 

may have been simply bragging to show ’histated the author 
accomplish a task. He quistioned tS^ his loyalty and ability to 
If true, Hussein stated that when the this report, 

decides to place the individual.? ime comes and America 

trial and Iraqis have resumed these crimes on 

will investigate this matter. ^®^ship of the country, Iraqis 

to ask abo^internal Saqi'^JJents^of interviewer had 

because you are an employee of the am asked, "ig it 

interviewer noted that he i^ at^^ American government?" The 
fiction and to 

the r^tereMd^lluSn^r^Shouftie 

tS: “«d^r d‘“? 

fucthen 
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SSA Georcre 
ssaI 

Lsr- 


>/. 

interviewed MarJf 30 "“oof atf v 

Baghdad International Alf)o?t detention facility at 

provided the following SoSat?Sf ' 

advised th^tSfe^Lef of wSlfbi"a Hussein was 

discussions regarding the Marsh Arabs of sftSeff 

acknowledg^hhat^hftad^'llffIfHussein 
period of time. When HusseTn\ Marsh Arabs for a short 

hoped that it was "God's will" that\?^’^n^^ early 1960s, he 
Upon returning, Hussein aht-o™ j ^ would return to Iraa. 

Iraq through actual experience in knowledge of 

had never spent significant fim« -i ^ country where he 

marshes. Hussein described life "'°^"tains and the 

as "enchanted for any human being " of southern Iraq 

not pleasant due to the oppressive hel? however, were 

the presence of insects. ^ ^ humidity as well as 

the Iraqi government, Hussein^stated that^^ marshes conducted by 
choice of preserving nature ap Pho that one was faced with the 
sacrificing a bit of niSJe ?or 

noted that the water in thV inhab?PAd^^® humans. Hussein 
not always clean due to human anri an ■ ^ke marshes was 

inhabitants of the marshes 

a result, illness was preva^eS inSVdSa^''■ ^s 

bilharziasis, an intestinal af^ including widespread 

relatively low. Hussein statpa^fh^’x expectancy was 

simply "sit back and watch^this mise^V^?^ government could not 
government decided to "bring tLm fn.^; n ® the 

the Muvsb A.ebe wey cf fSf --nice 


This document contains neith^iT' 
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Hussein stated tha^ aii -r 

again described the marshes sq beautiful and 

there for days in 1981 and 1982 " He added, "i slept 

Hussein stated he would travel to period, 

Iraq War in the morning, then return tn^^h^ lines of the Iran- 
evening upon completio? of his dSiec S ® "'arshes in the 
period as "the best of days." He 
each year from 1978-84 visiting the marSes 

called Baid?'loSKd''in^?S^Siddle^orhh'' ^ village 

information, residents of Baida attacked^ marshes. According to 
Hussein stated this was not a Police station, 

fashion. He traveled to Baida in ^ simple 

carrying Hussein and others, one car^Jf^i boats, one 

and one carrying "news people " ^ protective detail, 

on television. According to Husseii filmed and shown 

happy to see us." They slaucrh^o•l- residents of Baida were 

thinking Hussein and hij ento2Jigrwould"’Jj® prepared a meal 
However, the group onlv r-omm'r, stay for dinner. 

Hussein never asked the residents of r ^hree hours then departed, 
a police station. At thf^S they attacked 

member of his protective '^as questioned by a 

investigation ?f thfplrticipation^jfthe necessity Lr an 
the attack. m respoLe he^Sa?^fi of Baida in 

The evil ones also got the^mesSae " People understood me. 

similar act had subsequentirSSrred that if a 

properly." ^ ^ occurred, they would be "dealt with 


Hussein stated that ttio 

relations with the Marsh Arabs HoS ^ government had good 
foreigner into the situatiln ^ f Z ' ^P°" ®^try of a 

that some of the Marsh Arabs were corrunr d^K’" ^^®®ein asserte 

particular, the area of Mn<= u corrupted by Iran. in 

route beginning during the time^of ^ smuggling 

suggested that the family seeriS tS vf5 

the interviewer was from HweiL^” previously shown by 


jic^n^^xC 

2 



Si 


Baghdad Operations TpntPr 


the marshes for the sake of^he 

reasons for Iraq. He reitLaSd ?h?T ® strategic 

modernize the way of life^for government wanted to 

"not live like aLSals"" SLSS 
Iraqi to live in these conditKS T^rdv 

was also conducted for a strat«=fT-iA drainage of the marshes 

existed connecting sSrl 

road was completely surrounded bv\K m Points, this 

entered Iraq in 1984, thJi? marshes. When the Iranians 

and to isolate Basra. AccordinSl? this road 

to drain the marshes and build government decided 

route. “ ^ detour providing a secondary 

homes in t^^m2L2^for^the^iS!bi?^^?"'®^ building 

showed that this project would^?^ ^ research 

particularly in the areas of sewaoe°?nd^^?^^^^® complicated 

result, the idea was abandoned ^ electricity. As a 

build housing complexes on drv land'^f^ government decided to 
Arabs. The ?esidLS Se?e displaced Marsh 

build their own homes. HusLin allowances to 

provided water, electricitv ^ government 

for the inhabitants. Previous!?^ services, and schools 

professionals would refii^I teachers and medical 

to four times their normal LlaSls.*"^® marshes unless paid three 

two, three^r four^days^"^^In\he^ marshes as "nice to visit for 
would "eat you" and liL'was JeS? h mosquitos 

that humans have a need fS . Hussein acknowledged 

days at a time. He adld thK ^ 

the film commenting about the Marsh k "’m" previously seen in 

<i.d not live there? nor“difSif 

personnel ^ the°lriqi^Minnt^ intervieeer talk to 

understand how the drainaae was Irrigation in order to 
task was accomplished within the 

individual or individuals who dJsian^r^^^'^H "'°'^ths. Regarding the 
drainage, Hussein stated the Iranisupervised the marsh 

the Ministry ol Xrrlqatloi-’inT'^^L?? S?^‘^'ealhS^S^'- , 
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participated in the 

Hamza Al-Zubaidi claimed to be the^"architect 

drainage who first nronosed qhoV. = architect of the marsh 

Revolutionary ComLSS ?oSoi! |RC?) 

"Maybe." Hussein stated however responded, 

of the idea of the dSKaSl „? ??. '"?'* ‘=® '=''= °riglnatore 

Arabs While simultaneously =utting"ofrthe Jaih''!? ff“%^S=L 

Iraqi ar™y^3S“rnnd"SStf°“'=.^^‘^”" presenoe of 

?nSJiSS: W tSlrlq"? g;?^r^t^?o^SearS?rtiLr” ““ 

treKafto^aS"pr«rI=ted“=oS?- J”' °f Sorters. As 

abandon their duties This has^ne^,' decide to 

continues to occuJ today dlr^na wfr 

law is applied or the individual ia’ a deserter, the Iraqi 

authority. Hussein stated pardoned by the appropriate 

marshes If soSK^n SS If ^o^ ^ of deserters'^in the 

to the drainage ^ ^ contributing factor which led 

marshes af^ ISSl^'^^The^rSpoSje of^the^T^ 

"the same as that of anv government was 

law. " Hussein could provide no ^ the 

to saboteur activity. He denied tha? a °f ^government response 
confronting saboteuL anS SSSeS L 

were typically pursued by the police Inn^f t deserters 
members. in cases of mutiny sSch as'thab family 

Hussein stated the army would inte^en^ which existed in 1991, 
that there were orobablv Umoc! v. t-t- ’ Hussein acknowledged 
deal with saSSLSS ^ military had ?o 

marshes was consideSd^p^iSr'^to^Se^drSnaSe^^H^^'^^^ value of the 

t' u cne drainage, Hussein asked 
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area of the dam were movS orio^ located in the 

that some discussion most like]v ^or^^ ^^^sein opined 

concerning the moviLn^ of L regarding issues 

from scar?ation S Sta?fd th,f ?i;f =*''"“3 P^°Pl® 

the marshes "was studied" Jnd "thSi is °£ 

the marshes." ^ historical value of 

government^ 

marshes, Hussein replied that drainage of the 

experts for "the next twenty dSjs Se noSd 

not allow the Indians to livp ^°ted that Americans did 

colonization. He SLd whari^L ^ existed prior to 
American and European comoanies which prohibit 

the Amazon, which\e described as jungles of 

Hussein asked, "Do L "lungs of the earth." 

or do we worry about the existenS^^fanimals 
whether the water of the marshes further asked 

sake of preserving the marshes or f f’ssu wasted for the 

stated, "What we aid Lnir^Lr.. He 

should reopen the water now The added, if not, Americans 

news article reported local'iraS? noted that a recent 

collect money, rentS a SSlld™ ^^^izens did, in fact, recently 

in order to iilow-^l^e? L?sSa°^ 
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SSA GeorgA 
S. 

ss: 

LS 




-ei-ro 


ipsfs:er°SeiL?i>1£rr 

responded aSlnS hHussein 

that this humanitarian e£for™irs“eS"?teS4tour tSf wor?5'^ 

?ssci\o-SsFirsi~ 

would tell them. lewers, or the family of the pilot, he 

Americans by tellinc them ir-JJ "?j Hussein responded to the 
p?a“JJ; bSr“rSnr£ftS^^iS?F^S.d“"“^^" to^sSt^aZr, the 

Affairs Ministry Aziz or possibly the Foreign 

or the ForeJgfXffaJrs SSiSe? concurrence to Aziz 

Americans In^findSg ?hf?eSSs ^^^i^tance to the 


DECLASSIFIED BY iic/baw 60324 
OH 09-11-2009 


.no ir?Ls';r?o;rsSc5r“riirii:?eitrsrirtrb“isSi 


7> 


r:" 


tr' tr 



Baghdad Operations Center 


„ , Iri 1995, Hussein remembered directina his 

ubordinates to assist the Americans and the International 
committee o£ the Red Cross (ICRC) in exc.viting SS cSs? site 
r details, but belfevel S^ dirlcted 

request. Hussein stLed Se woS?S Save ^rSke^ 
SS.S“’^'' the responsibilities regarding SSSS 
elS ' a need to assign anyone 


Intcrviewers then started to question Hussein 
regarding the committee that was established in 2000 recrardina 

“lailSILf slle of tesponded"Sy'slJiSg''Sf"^ 

numanitarian side of this conversation has ended." 
finHinrr Interviewers asked Hussein how he would go about 

nSssein tell him that you spoke with him, Saddam 

Hussein, and ask for their assistance in finding the remains 

Americans must promise\he Bedouin sheik 
SSt Sd "f'’ tacove?ing the remalnfo? 

himSif in reason. Hussein prided 

peSJle ^ excellent relationship with the BedSuin 
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conversati^ifiis S?ent?L^f i =-3ual 

following information: Hussein provided the 

Hussein was advised^of ^tS^accomnV events in Iraq, 

the signing of the new SSsSSon anf 

turn over of sovereignty to the Iraais ^ Preparations for the 

could agree among themselves to maVo a view the GC 

advised of the eventual electSnr^n Hussein was 

people will have the opportunitv to '^hich the Iraqi 

leader. Hussein stated that a new 

elected leader during occuoaFTnn P®°P^® would not accept an 

past when King Faisal was bronohr^!?^ experienced this in^the 

t^®. people want control over ^ Iraqis in which 

United States forces to remain iSiraJ government, but want 

Hussein's'^^l”^JhLh^ias"beina^^ conditioning in 

advised that he is used to iKLrSimSv Hussein 

extravagant lifestyle HussS^w^o 
the number of palaces and their questioned about 

stated that the palaces belong to ^ho ^ nature. Hussein 
person. Before 1968, the nation and not to one 

primitive and made out of Sd basically very 

historically archi ^ mua. As in western countries 

building castles. The palaces^aav*”^?^^ skill and designs by 
oportunity to develSj Str skftH architects the ^ 

the improvement of the desian of f-v. could then be seen in 

Additionally, there wis a typical Iraqi home. 

Israel, especially during United States and 

S leadership Ld to Set^anS^H ■ government 

to rendering decisions. if there discuss issues prior 

locations that the leadershin ^ palaces or 

easy for the elimination of the Iraai^?^'^^^ would have been very 
twenty palaces, it was mu?h However, with 

the location of the Iraqi leader^hs'^^ ^ track or identify 

balon,ea to the nation, == 


y. .nd content. a„ „„t to 0. 





Baghdad Operatinns Centpr 


prepSffo? hirpStJctiofSeS'anfd^d^'' 

demands. Hussein believed ^ha r? have a lot of 

that he had an extravagant lifestyle wht^h^n^ misconception 
to evade capture. Hussein h^i-ioir \ lead to his ability 

by betrayal. «^ssern believes his capture was solely caSed 

time aside for^fictiSnll'^riadinS®'^^^® would set 

PartS^^^ include meeti4s^wiS"'the^o?h^® enjoyed very much. 

Party members. Hussein claiml/^ u ' other senior Ba'ath 

people as he found thorn to be 

Hussein would Le? w^n ecourate ^ 

her day. when asked, how could ^^^^^^ns daily, or every 
were honest during their d-iQi-no certain that the citizens 

afraid? Hussein ?eplied tharKt^' have been 

he had a extremely long relationev, •been the case, but 

he sought the^t?uS*^^ People and 

involving his half-brother Watban^^K^^,; ■ hnssein gave an example 
Minister of Interior at th4 timJ p^ahim Hasan A1-Majid, the^ 

a SafLriight'^wifh^ »^®^in 

the traffic light HnQci<ai-ri ^ *. 9“^# Watban fired his oistnl 

was true. WatbaS' ■JotenrLf irJhS 

hold his taflly at a higher San SSIrs" 

understandS^ thriiJerSS'Si?,,*'® interested in 

^erican movies. According to Hus4p^^'^ watching 

American films, from thesS h^de^^? u® '"^^ched numeroL 
American culture. " developed his opinion of the 
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I' 6 luc^;^T^f- ^ that many wears of ^ho ^v^ * for sometime. 

ThoJ« cooperate Sirh government who were 

Those individuals were lovS weapons inspectors 

dedicated to 

secret turn ovS aU of to open 

ps-SS^irnsils;;:" 

"■•■• “ s-^us: “s™"'”' 

w> „ . nneir cooperation. 

United States in^Hsa strikes against Iran t-s 

Hulslin 

g Ike against the USS Stark 


'^r?rLsr-“ set . • 
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mistakes. ^Hussein^clSS'^Irag^acL^^Prt'^^ to 

mistake. Hussein believed the^UN resSn?^®'^ the strike and its 
Iraq were based upon the United sanctions on 

advised of Libya's coopera?JoS wftJ the 

decision to dismantle their WMD- their 

international standing has wAvS °f this, Libya's 

lifted. Hussein was furSer sanctions may soon be 

ProbUmfas a 

Hussein stated Iran in tha^'"" Hard-line position 
relationship with the United steheo” ^ ^ood 

maintain that relationship whiS So, fa '^^"ted to 

countries. Hussein cited^S^L benefitted both 

Iraqrs trying to obtain viSffS Slvif f °f 

surpassed the number at other embat^esie ^ United States far 

Embassy. embassies, including the Russian 


sovereignty^ IrardemSsSftS°th"" Iraq's 

the Iraq and Iran War, as^iran^^S^fh'*'^^? ^ during 

Iraq. Yet, Iraq did Ao? uS sovereignty of 

sovereignty was not thr^SLd War as its 

countries were frightened of Ayatoll?h^ifh®^^^°^^"^ 
a meeting involving several ? ^omenei and Iran. During 

officials voiced theirSrs Arabian ^ 

even though the United StatL Saf^S? stated 

was too far away while Iran wa^j nn ^Hy- the United States 

Ayatollah Khomenei with a nlan^ to 

against them, Iraq would be the first 

aggressiveness. The ath«=.r-a ^ first to confront Iran's ^ 
was the only one Sj eSirur^ “d Irag 

2000 , wher?Se’'S?«eS ^St^hf he gave in June 

was disarmed; and his own words uhtil the region 

that Iraq possessed WMD. Hussein claimpri^f^®”-admission 
the region to be fully disarmed his intention was for 

did not project that message H(= advised his speech 

provide SaJifica^®"^ ^ speech 

informed the Coalition had gShSS Hussein was 

country would do this without his HS:Ue°“S:“se1f SiS^So, ' 


SEClSTT^^ZluII^ 

o 
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m?nistJrrLraS3''SerSecmca?lfif 

unaware of. All of his miLstfrs s^Led had WMD that he was 

knew Hussein's position on St?S clSakv^ cxted they 

his position was that Iraq did not Sve claimed^ 
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conversation, SaddL^SSssei? provid^fthe fo[? 

regarding Weapons of Mass Des?mcJioS (m, f mfonnatlon 

recently thj f, firo a poem he 

discuss Hussein's speeches SSA p-i ® segue to 

hearing several poems from‘him SSA Pi Hussein that after 

Hussein's writing style which'wa =5 recognize 

recently read. ft wL clear to ^ speech SSA Piro 

own speeches, which he confinSed Srthe? 
writings came from the heart -I ®*^^ting all his 

reading his speeches, prefJrknS ^ ®^ 3 oy 

read by others, such as news broari^^fspeeches 
feeling of writing his speeches and described the 

taking an exam. giving them was the same as 




=pnechea thiy comj gS 
Of his June 2000 speech. HuLein i meaning 

to serve a regional and an operational speech was meant 

speech was meant to respond to Purpose. Regionally, the 

believed that Iraq coufd not JpS? HuLein 

especially Iran. iraa was beinS enemies, 

region and must appea? able^to others in the 

Hussein was demoS??ating^frS-f SSoi 

Nations (Un; in its dest^ucM or, ^°*"Pli3nce with the United 
Destruction (WMD). ° Weapons of Mass 

their com^bSS^^'SnrbelieJjd'lSn intf ^ threat due to 

Iraq into Iran. The possibulty S Southern 

portion of Southern Iran wa« 5 ^ trying to annex a 

most significant threat facing fSq ^Husf 

countries in the Middle East as viewed the other 

themselves or Iraq from a attack could not defend 

believed Israel was a threat to\£°"' stated he 

specifically Iraq. entire Arab world, not 
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relating t^hf aiai?£ic2n?”th'^ the dialogue on the isaues 
though Hussein claimed Iran did'St'^h 

Iran was the major tStS js to ShJ ^tcm 

of the UN inspectors. Hussein stated he^w ®IIow the return 
Iran discovering Iran's wMk-n^.ce more concerned about 

repercussions of Se^niSf S?I?es i^ities than the 

inspectors back into iraa in I refusal to allow UN 

would have directly identified to ™ inspectors 

maximum damage to Iraq Hussein Iranians where to inflict 

his arm and stated demonstrated this by pointing at 

the same effect as strikina somA°^^ forearm would not have 

would Significantly SfsJSI tS SLttv to 

indicated he was angered when hh® tt Hussein 

1998. Hussein staSd ?raa cSufS h in 

States strike for he viewed ?hif another United 

exposing themselves to Iran. ^ ^ ^ threat than 

capabilities^have^increased^dramat^^ h Iran's weapons 
eliminated by the UN sanctions The^^ff' Iraq's have been 

and felt in the futurr as ??fn•« , effects of this will be seen 
greater threat to Iraq'and the a 

stated Iraq's weapons caSabilitf^f future. Hussein 

of the Iraq-Iran War. Initially durina ^ in the outcome 

missiles with a limited ranipo^ faring the war, Iraq had 
(km), while Iran had no viahla m• 270 Kilometers 

obtained long-range missilescapability. The Iranians 
into Iraq. ?to l?LSto Jlre S firj? 

Struck Baghdad. Hussein claimS h5 ^ missiles, and 

t^ese attacks''''^Lt through a 

attacked Baghdad. Iran's sc^PTl^^a^c ’ Iranians again 

that they cLld incrJSe tS rSnge 

reach deep into Iran. Hussein ^ missiles to also 

responded to Iran's attacks hv Iraq 

with its own missiles. nJssein ® capital, Tehran, 

arros to Iraq's strikes stated the Iranians were up in 

vulnerable to missile strLes Tehran was more 

Baghdad, on the other hand was n«= ° Biographical design, 
broken up into districts makina spread out and 

effective. Hussein identi fi^ missile strikes less 

the technology to deeign and <ievelop\t“:?I“LT'wSlfI?aS"Saa 
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by its oSn°p^SSction"'ihile^LfS°Ls^v^> limited only 

could obtain. limited by the quantity it 

its weapoi{J^apSilities^^to”in?? continued to develop 

its weapons capaSnitJI^dSe tS 

Hussein was asked how Iraq would^hL?^a^’^fF®'^^^°^® sanctions. 
Iran once the UN sanction^ wSe i???L in 
would have been extremely vulnLaif^ to 

would have souqht a secnr-i ^ " attack from Iran, and 

protect it from thJe^tHfLf JeSS to 

agreement would not only have beSfi?t^d 

such as Saudi Arabia. SSA Piro "^ts neighbors, 

would have assisted Iraq agreement 

history between the two countriei^'■! 2 ^°ted due to the 

before the United States would have ^ ^°^ld have taken some time 
agreement with Iraq entered into such an 

14 of UN R^SuSoJ^687 sStIi''thtt''tS'^d^''®®®^'' Paragraph 

part of a total disarmamint of of Iraq was 

portion of the resolution las not enfoi^f however, that 

Iran would have loomed over Iraq esner^afi^^’ threat from 

continued to advance its weanr^n?' ®®P®^^ally as Iran had 
commented that under ^ ” capabilities. SSA Piro 

Iraq would have needed to reSSStStrits"^^ 

response. Hussein replied that L weapons program in 

necessary and agreed that \ what was 

abilities exceeded ITILI scientific 

into Inaq ‘“Hi inspected back 

Hussein stated this was a^verv di Government, 

the British Government had prepared 

inaccurate intelligence it wL hh' containing 

which the united sLtes'was intelligence on 

Hussein admitted that when it was^cleai ^°wever, 

United States was imminent ^ ^ ^ ^ the 

Iraq in hopes of averting war Yet'^^ft'^h^ inspectors back into 
monthe before the war thit the war iS5JtabJe®“ 

relationshi?litrfhe"Uniter.tlte'/bufJlTrt ‘glvlrthl chance, 


3 



s: 


] 


Baghdad Operations Ce>nt^r 


technological capabilities and resources^ United State's advanced 

using the ^ephon^'on^ two'" occasions®^stated he only recalls 
Additionally, SusseiS dS no? Xa? 

than a day, as he was very ?waS L tt location for more 

significant technological cSihfi States's 

primarily through the use of Siri^irfo communicated 

personally meet with governme?? of? communicate or would 
issues. Hussein stated that a technoto^^ to discuss pertinent 
country, .u=h aa Ira,, „aa vulneSSe°"tf 

Prasidant [rlq® ShaTkh^Sai‘’“ _y™‘' 

Yawar came from a good family = 0 ^ i ^stated Al- 
countries in the re??on Sc?Sn °ther 

It appeared the United statp«? haH ^ Arabia. Hussein stated 

Vawar'a appointmaSt! fa „fa / of thought into A1 

United States, but wS "'ade by the 

UN. The selection of the new Iraa?^ro ^ United States and 
needs voiced by the Iraqi peoolJ ^ the 

strong foundation on which^t? b?ild Sn Government has a 

work to serve the Iraqi Seo^Lg^A?-progresses in its 
he personally felt about^thK?'diSoa ° Hussein how 

Government in Iraq. Laar?fof a new President and 

Yawar, but SSA Piro stoDoed respond in reference to Al- 

SSA Piro reminded Hussein that hf> h he personally felt 

SSA Piro that he stSf^nSSr^S clear to 

However, it is clear no? ?? the President of Iraq. 

President, as there is a new President^?? longer the 

country and the people of Iraq sS the 

longer the President of Iraq- he wac h Hussein he is no 

he knows, saying what could^e^do I? replied yes 

Piro asked him if he had anv thonohf ^t '^?as God's choice. SSA 
Hussein stated that it was in God?J^? future and 

to Hussein that God was very busv pointed out 

issues than he and SSA Piro^^ HuLei? important 

Piro told Hussein that his life is near?n?^'^f ^^ich point, SSA 
If he wanted the remainder of hi? ii?p ® him 

he responded yes. ® to have meaning, to which 






himself with weak^ individuals"*^surrounded 
responsibility for IcSons oftS%o°" to take any 

Other High Value Detainer-.? ^ former government. The 

Iraq's mistakeron 5uSe“ S all of 

»hat could he do. Hussein'recoSites tKt‘[!»’'°'’“I‘’ 
responsibility or blame whii« ^ ^ the 

themselves. ^ ^ others will attempt to distance 
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following information: Hussein provided the 

schedule c^sietS'*?? "elti™ ^ 

preferred to meet them where\hJ5^wo^> citizens. Hussein 

Office. Normally, HSsSj ?rieI^r^^rH°f his 

p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to interLt with J^^edule time between 3:00 
preferred to drive himself anr 3 Iraqi citizens. Hussein 

to ride as passengerr which i ^ipct his protective detail 

whenever and SSer'hfSntS 

time to address individual issues advantage of this 

discussions involving -dicar?L\e^"\eL^^nirgr2jSc^sr^^^^^ 

him for pur^ses of developing solutions^ ideas with those around 
around him to discuss issuSs fnH ^ encouraged those 

other as well as with him hSSJv amongst each 

debating others e^en tioi’rrrh ? enjoy 

debater, and superior to those%c°"^H'^h^®^ himself an excellent 
debates, HusseiS stated he normanv"*^ , 'Whenever there were 

remain silent. ormally wouldn't take part, and would 

Close to - 

Kngllsh teacher P^?/,, 

thought li^an'^Arab!' ^SA^Piro^stltld ai’?-^h 

Bedouin, and Hussein stated thaF ^ thought like a 

SSlSS f V- - -- - - “- 

Mail, lolloweo orders and iSt^SrjSHs 

Ramadan, s iSaS^Ss? #lorpersoSutJ Is'^opJJ'^^SiaS^Is'Sr 
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hSLih Slowed^him'^to talked about himself, which 

Barzan IbrSim^HaSn^(Sack^LiS^Ks)brothers, 

but had a Closed peSomi?tf IsA SJo't^fd intelligent, 

was not very friendly and wnniH ^ 5?^^ Hussein that Barzan 

whom SSA Piro could d^velSp a friJnLh^ the type of person with 
stated that SSA Piro knew Hussein laughed, and 

stated Watban was the onnnct^^! Hussein then 

According to Hussein, wStban coSld ^^lendly but simple. 

duties and was not capable of ha^dlina Ministerial 

issues. ^ andling political positions or 

List #4), HussSn's^pJeSdiitifl^sSr Hamid Mahmoud (Black 

was a good and loyal employee who^ra ^^ssein stated Abid 

orders well. HusLin SeS^ILS ^nd 

SSA Piro described to Hussein^S^^S 4® °P^nion of Abid. 

salesman.- Hussein acrain ^i^^i^a "’^^ning of a "used car 
in his description of^Abid. ^ stated SSA Piro was correct 
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conversaci^i^Ml 

following information: HUSSEIN provided the 

with A1-Q^2^'. HUSSElN^p?o^ided a^bJiS^Msf ® relationship 
conflicts between religion snecifJ^ftorical account of 
rulers. HUSSEIN stated rhar if really Islam, and historical 

a zealot. HUSSEIN believed that'*^?eliaion^^'^H^ 
not mix. Additionally the Ba'aih d should 

religiously based as its ideology was not 

HUSSEIN was clear-Vh:st- founder was a Christian. However 
the West against his country^°^^^ anyone who collaborated with 

different was ne 

did not have the same Llief o? JiKon hSIS™ 
never personally seen or met Bin lad^^!' claimed he had 

there is clear evidence thi iraSi advised HUSSEIN 

with BIN LADEN. SSA Piro soeci?l’n??T Previously met 

#104), former IIS M -4 DiJeSor ^ t FAROUQ HIJAZI's {BL 

in 1994, ABU HAFS AL-MATO^^^'s in Sudan 

request for financial aSisSLe Baghdad, and his 

replied "yes". HUSSEIN stated HUSSEIN 

cooperate with bin LADEN sba ,9°'^®rnment did not 

Iraq and BIN LADEN had the same 

Arabia. sSA Piro then cited him ^ States and Saudi 

my brother". HUSSEIN replied that th^n^^f-enemy's enemy is 
Iraq's enemy, but that HUSSptn States was not 

wanted to ciiperate Sth fhf °PP°sed its politics. If he 
HUSSEIN would^have with^Sth Korer States, 

relationship with, S ChSf"" claimed to have a 

attack ac ^u^iSStiS^S Sfart**? VU 

lost sight of the cause of 9/i^ ss?p'^’ States had 

due to Iraq's contradictiL between advised HUSSEIN that 

many believe Iraq miscalculated the eff ®^^tements and actions, 
the American people and its leaders of the 9/11 attack on 

connection with bin LADEN or Al-Qaeda bu? having any 

AX yaeaa, but evidence showed 
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the effects o^Se StScfc bSt miscalculating 

front Of him. t“ oniv cio?S options in ® 

which he claimed was not aS optiln 

oountry to’^plfud^JS Infaf^fS™ “e only 

SSA Plro advised HOSSElS thS^Se”?2o™ 
reported to have applauded t-h« i Iraqi newspapers were 

wrote editorials JSiSt stated that he 

which led men to commit tSse ac?f' Se rl^° 

which could create such hatred S reviewed 

the attack, TARIQ AZIZ wrote personal After 

attack to two individuals on? ^ denouncing the 

personally knew. ?4t??rs'^serJS'^af 

communications for Iraa t-o d^n? ® informal means of 

he could not makranrio^a? HUSSEIN stated 

itself at war with ?he SSTfed ^ considered 

was why the request of the Iraai 

Nations, MUHAMT^ AL-DURI to attiJId h? United 

by the Council of Four, it toSk thf m??’ ^ "’fmorial was denied 
personal request to HUSSEIN to SbSfn Foreign Affairs' 

embassador to attend tt-ia m • , permission for the 

recall what triSJjJred bursSe?}f not 

ambassador attenSn^the mLSSt f remembered the 
the ambassador attended the memorial^f?^"' stated that 

United Nations, and would ^ Representative of the 

representative of Ir^q ® attended as a formal 
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Narrative of Offense: 


BACKGROUND 


Introduction 


From 1980 to 1988, Iraq 
was involved in a full-scale 
war with its neighbor, Iran. 
The Iraq-Iran war was fought 
on several fronts, including 
the Northern Region of Iraq 
which borders Iran. This 
region, sometimes called 
Kurdistan or the Autonomous 
Region, was home to the 
Kurds. Two major parties 
represented the Kurdish 
population: the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
headed by MAS'UD AL-BARZANI, 
the son of MULLAH MUSTAFA 
BARZANI (hereinafter MULLAH 
BARZANI), and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
headed by JALAL TALABANI 
(hereinafter TALABANI). The 
Kurds had been seeking 
governmental autonomy for 
years. 

On or about 

approximately February 12, 
1987, the Iranian Armed 
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Forces (lAF) initiated a series of military offensives in 
Northern Iraq against the Iraqi government. On March 4 1987 

the lAF, with the assistance of Kurdish guerrilla fighJ;rs kniwn 
as Peshmergas from both PUK and KDP, launched its most alarming 
offensive of the series. Code named Karbala 7, the lAF 
penetrated eight miles into Iraqi territory east of Rawanduz. 

Indeed, SADDAM HUSSEIN and his officers in the Iraai 
regime regularly referred to MULLAH BARZANI, his sons, and the 

offsprings of treason, " and to TALABANI and the PUK 
as "Iranian agents." 

During Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), hundreds of Iraqi 
ocuments detailing HUSSEIN and his regime's offensive and 
retaliatory actions against the Kurds were recovered and 
relevant documents are summarized in this report. This report 
also relies upon Iraqi documents Kurdish Rebel Parties had seized 
from various Iraqi government offices during the 1991 Uprising 
had given to the Human Rights Watch (HRW). HRW has published 
those documents in their reports, most notably in "Bureaucracy of 
Repression, the Iraq Government in its Own Words," February 1994. 

. The charging proposal detailed in this report also 

relies upon relevant statements and admissions made by various 
igh-leyel Iraqi government officials, including SADDAM HUSSEIN. 
These statements were made to United States investigators while 
n nited States custody in Iraq. All interviews were voluntary 
in compliance with Geneva Conventions. ^ 


Iraq's Governmental Structure 

According to the Iraqi Constitution in effect prior to 
HUSSEIN assuming the Presidency in 1979, the Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) was the supreme law-making body in Iraq and 
s Iraq s highest authoritative body and was superior to the 
Cabinet. RCC decrees held the full force and effect of national 
law. Prior to OIF, the RCC was comprised of the following high 

^B^ilM^S DUR?'"';?; officials: SADDAM HUSSEIN, Chairman; IZZA? 
IBRAHIM AL-DURI (hereinafter AL-DURI), Vice-Chairman; TARIQ AZIZ 

^^in '■ T^HA Y^SIN RAMADAN (hereinafter WdaS) ; aL 
imSAN AL^MAJID (hereinafter AL-MAJID); TAHA MUHYI AL-DIN MARUF 
(hereinafter MARUF); and MIZBAN KHADR HADI (hereinafter HADI). 

Immediately upon his assumption of the Presidency, 
HUSSEIN successfully eliminated the RCC's power and consolidated 
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his own hands. AZIZ stated that between 1979 and 1981, 
HUSSEIN took other, less dramatic steps to consolidate 
governmental power into his own hands. For exampole, until 1979, 
the RCC held regular meetings and recorded the minutes of those 
meetings. However, after HUSSEIN became President, meetings were 
less frequent and were not formally recorded. HUSSEIN told the 
RCC there would be times when he would not be able to consult 
with them and therefore, the RCC had to give him power to make 
unilateral decisions, which it did. [TARIQ AZIZ January 30 2004 

interview]. ^ 


HAWED YOUSEF AL-HUMMADI (hereinafter AL-HUMMADI) 
HUSSEIN'S Presidential Secretary, stated that he was responsible 
or assembling and presenting all reports and letters to HUSSEIN 
and for preparing and disseminating all reports, letters and 
orders drafted by HUSSEIN. AL-HUMMADI■s role as Presidential 
Secretary was purely administrative and AL-HUMMADI held no 
authority whatsoever. 

Similarly, the Presidential Diwan performed the same 
role for the RCC Secretary; that is, the Presidential Diwan 
facilitated correspondence to and from the RCC and was purely 
administrative in role and was without authority. [AL-HUMMADI 
interview June 2, 2004] 

KHUDAIYER (hereinafter KHUDAIYER) , the 
residential Diwan, stated that as the Secretary of the RCC the 
Diwan issued all finalized RCC decisions. KHUDAIYER stated'that 
most Iraqis who read the RCC decisions assumed that they were 
promulgated after debate and consultation which simply was not 

rarely met as a governing body. Rather, HUSSEIN, 
the Head of State and therefore the Head of the RCC, assigned all 
^ function of his own determination; that is, 

HUSSEIN made nearly all RCC decisions unilaterally without RCC 
input or debate. If meetings occurred at all, only HUSSEIN's 
c OSes two or three advisors would have been involved. KHUDAIYER 

f "decisions" via a telephone from 

AL-TIKRITI^^^^ Presidential Secretary ABID HAMID MAHMUD 


n KHUDAIYER forwarded HUSSEIN/RCC's instructions to his 

ga section which prepared the ordered document. KHUDAIYER 
reviewed the document, inspecting it for typographical errors and 
2 0 04? editing as needed. [KHUDAIYER interview, June 12, 


In early 1987, MOHAMMAD HAMZA AL-ZUBAYDI (hereinafter 
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AL-ZUBAYDI) was the senior Ba'ath Party official in the Northen 
Region. AL-ZUBAYDI admitted during an interview that he failed 
to control the on-going Kurdish activity within his jurisdiction. 
In approximately March, 1987, HUSSEIN relieved AL-ZUBAYDI of his 

position in the Northen Region and ordered AL- ZUBAYDI back to 
Baghdad. 


On March 29, 1987, HUSSEIN, through RCC Decree 160 
appointed AL-MAJID as the RCC and the Ba'ath Party Regional 
Command representative who was empowered to implement their 
policies in the Northern Region which included the Autonomous 
Region of Kurdistan. This decree gave AL-MAJID control of the 
state's civil military, and security apparatuses in the Northern 
Region, including the Autonomous Region. AL-MAJID's authority 
and special power far exceeded AL-ZUBAYDI's. AZIZ, a longtime 
CC me^er, stated that HUSSEIN unilaterally chose AL-MAJID and 
defined the scope of the authority RCC Decree 160 granted AL- 
MAJID.^ AZIZ stated that HUSSEIN successfully seized the RCC's 
authority and decision-making ability from its members in the 

S'^AL MAJin' discuss or vote on the appointment 

MAJID. [AZIZ interview, February 2, 2004] [RCC Decree 160 
attached as document XX]. 


KHUDAIYER examined a photocopy of RCC Decree 160 and 
recognized it as the copy of an authentic RCC document in format 
and substance. KHUDAIYER did not remetjcer attending any meeting 
doutents of RCC Decree 160 was discussed. Rather, he 
ecalled receiving the information via handwritten instructions 
as usual. He vaguely recalled making a non-substantive 
p?epared°^ original draft that his legal section had 


KHUDAIYER stated the difference between AL-MAJID's 
appointment and AL-ZUBAYDI's was that AL-ZUBAYDI received his 
on his Ba'ath party status, not a Decree issued 
through the Presidential Diwan's office. Furthermore AL- 

ZUBAYDI did not enjoy the trust from HUSSEIN that AL-MAJID did. 
When asked to define what he meant by trust, KHUDAIYER explained 

AL-MAJID would never do anything against 
SADDAM, and that he possessed the ruthlessness needed to quell 
the violence. [KHUDAIYER interview, June 12, 2004] 


PRE-ANFAL (1987^ 

On March 10, 1987, the Iraqi Directorate of Military 
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Intelligence (DMI) submitted a Top Secret and Confidential 
intelligence report, Ml/sh3/Q2/5809, to the Army Chief of Staff 
regarding Kurdish insurgent activity. The report identified the 
location of many of AL-BARZANI's bases, the cooperation and 
mutual assistance between AL-BARZANI's group and Iranian forces, 
and detailed acts of sabotage by AL-BARZANI's group. The report 
also noted that previous Iraqi aerial strikes had been 
ineffective because of the geography and size of the bases 
[attached as document #XX] 

The intelligence report was signed by Staff Manor 
General SABIR ABD AL AZIZ HUSAYN AL-DURI (hereinafter SABIR), 
Director of the Istkhbarat or Iraqi DMI. Copies of the report 
ofPresidential Secretary, the Secretary Bureau 
General Command of the Armed Forces, the RCC Committee of 
Northern Affairs, the RCC Deputy Bureau, the Office of the 
Ministry of Defense, and the Fifth Corps Headquarters. 

qftna t-u Intelligence Report 

HUSSEIN Staff, through Staff Major General TAREQ 

^ (hereinafter NAJIB) , the Senior Secretary, directed 

the Fifth Corps Headquarters through memo Number 2786 to take 
measures necessary to limit the activities of saboteurs by 
es roying t essential bases. Copies of this memo were 

provided to the RCC Committee of Northern Affairs, Office of 
inistry of Defense, and the DMI. [attached as document #XX]. 

On March 12, 1987, HUSSEIN responded to DMI's 
Intelligence Report 5809. In a Presidential Memo to the DMI, 

^/O2/80yK authored by Presidential Secretary AL-HUMMADI, 
ordered^^the DMI and specialists to conduct a joint study 
for the use of special ammunition" in a direct strike by the air 

assets, or artillery against the bases of 
°5p^^t^Ouards and the First Branch of the AL-BARZANI Group. 
HUSSEIN s letter instructed the DMI "to do the necessary" and 
no 1 y e President's office, [attached as document #XX] 

in 1 -ho AT stated that in 1987, the primary role of the DMI 

x" Region of Iraq was to gather intelligence on 

t-R V ^ secondary role was gathering intelligence on 

S^IR''bSie?fd'^th^''"'l'^^'"^ relationship with the Iranians. 

SABIR believed the planning stages for the Anfal campaign 

occurred between 1985 and 1987. SABIR acknowledged that "special 
ammunition" was a term the President and other high level Iraqi 
overnment Officials, including himself, used to represent 
chemical weapons (CW). [SABIR interview, June 4, 2004] 
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AL-HUMMADI examined a photocopy of HUSSEIN's memorandum 
responding to the DMI, recognized it as a copy of an authentic 
document in format and substance, and verified his signature on 
the document as the Presidential Secretary. Because Generals are 
not Ministers, they could not correspond directly with HUSSEIN 
but rather sent correspondence through the Presidential 
Secretary's Office. Hence, the DMI submitted the referenced 
March 10, 1987 correspondence to Presidential Secretary AL- 
HUMMADI. AL-HUMMADI, in turn, presented it to HUSSEIN. 


, HUSSEIN normally wrote his responses or directives on 
the margins or bottoms of the incoming correspondence. If the 
matter were urgent and time sensitive, AL-HUMMADI made a 
photocopy of the correspondence with HUSSEIN's original notes on 
it' filed the original, and sent the photocopy to the author of 
he correspondence. On more routine correspondence, AL-HUMMADI 
transcribed verbatim HUSSEIN'S written remarks into a 
Presidential Secretary Office letter. Such was the case with 
this March 12, 1987, letter to the DMI. HUSSEIN read the DMI 
letter, accepted it and authorized the DMI's proposed use of 
"special ammunition." AL-HUMMADI then prepared HUSSEIN's March 
12, 1987 official response memorandum and sent it to the DMI. 


AL-HUMMADI stated that the phrase "special ammunition" 
meant chemical weapons, and that HUSSEIN's order that the DMI 
conduct a study of special ammunition usage, coupled with the 
order to, "Do the necessary, and notify us", indicated HUSSEIN 
knew of and authorized his military commanders' proposed use of 
chemical weapons. AL-HUMMADI reiterated his certainty that the 
document and his signature were authentic. [AL-HUMMADI 
interview, June 2, 2004] 


, , DMI Third Department, or Sh3, was responsible for 

handling the Kurdish insurgency. On March 13, 1987, the Director 
of the Sh3 responded to HUSSEIN's orders. The Director 
recommended the use of the air force to carry out the strikes 
because air strikes would be: 


more accurate and effective, 

achieves the surprise attack objectives, since 
using artillery would reveal our intentions, 
no doubt, some targets are beyond the artillery 
and helicopter ranges, [attached as document #XX] 


report, the Sh3 Director also enumerated 
the conditions and requirements for directing the [Special] 
Aerial Assault to inflict the required damage and make it more 
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effective: 


► Provide the Air Force with detailed and accurate 
information about the targets. 

It is necessary to brief the pilots about the 
targets descriptions and to make use of the aerial 
images. 

► Execute the strike at day break or a little later. 

► Dedicate the maximum effort (more than one 
airplane per target) and repeat air strikes with 
follow up airplanes, or make it a compound strike 
(The Special Ammunition, high explosive bombs, and 
surface to air missiles) using integrated or 
follow up bombing. 

Strike all targets simultaneously with the most 
effective effort. 

Use the artillery after a suitable time (a few 
days) to strike the targets within the range, 
[attached as document #XX] 


AT ' Cabinet Minister HASHIM HASSAN 

AL- AQRAWI (hereinafter AL-'AQRAWI) stated during a media 
interview, "The Iranians are trying to use these people [the 
Kurds] to carry out dirty missions, and since they know the 
geography of the area and its ins and outs, the Iranians use them 
merely as guides for the Khomeini Guards and the Iranian forces." 


On March 18, 1987, the DMI responded to the 
Presidential Office through Memo, Number Ml/Sh3/Q2/6414. 

subject of the memo is, "Use of Special Ammunition" and 
the fo] 1 own no• 


The 

contains 


The following are the available 
capabilities to us for the use of the Special 
Ammunition directed at Khomeini Guard Bases 
and the bases of the saboteurs, AL-BARZANI 
Group - The First Branch. 

2. The climate conditions do not permit the 
use of the (Sarin) agent at the present time 
because the target locations are covered with 
snow, which causes the agent to dissolve and 
transform into a non-poisonous substance. 

The same conditions apply to the (Tabun) 
agent. 

3. We possess adequate (Mustard) agent. The 
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predicted effect will be a (miracle) in these 
conditions unless a large, concentrated dose 
is received, and that it evaporates slowly in 
snow covered areas. 

4. We are capable of using the Air Force, 
tube launchers, and helicopters at night. 

5. We suggest the following: 

a. The postponement of the strike against the 
Khomeini Guard Bases and the bases of the AL- 
BARZANI Group until next June. We prefer 
selected target locations outside the range 
of the Iraq-Turkey boundary line. We have 
selected targets that are located away from 
the probable effect of the forces along the 
Turkish border or Turkish villages. 

Start off with similar plans to execute 
limited operations toward the Iranian agents' 
bases. 

6. Please review and inform us of the 
assignment... with respect, Walid 

On March 19, 1987, in Presidential Memo Number 
7/G2/877/K, HUSSEIN approved the DMI's suggestions, [attached as 
document #XX] 

On March 25, 1987, the DMI concluded its study as 
directed by HUSSEIN and reported its finding in report Number 
S3/Q2/6885 titled, "Use of Special Ammunition" which SABIR 
signed. The report identified the locations of the Iranian 
agents' bases, and selected targets according to enemy size and 
their effect on the internal security in the Northern Region. 

The Report listed suitable and available capabilities of the 
"special ammunition" and the launching means, (attached as 
document #XX) 

The report identified Iranian agents' bases in the 
region of Balisan Basin (Balisan villages, Tutemeh, Khatti, and 
Sheikh Wasan) located near the main road between Chuwa'r Qurna- 
Khalifan, and the region of Qaradagh Basin (Tekyah, Belkjar, and 
Siosenan) "as important to both Iranian agents and enemy 
personnel. Their size effected the internal security to the 
Northern Region and were far enough from Iraqi forces, making 
them more suitable than other targets, for 'special ammunition'." 

Because limited amounts of "special ammunition" were 
available to the Iraqis at the time, SABIR described the 
following options: 
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► Directing a strike to the selected targets during 
this period by using two thirds of what is 
available of the "special ammunition" (Sarin 
agent). In addition, one third of what is 
available of the "special ammunition" (Mustard 
agent), and keeping the rest for emergency 
situations in the operating sector. 

► Postpone strike until mid-April 1987, until there 
is enough "special ammunition" available, after 
improvements will be made in the production. 

AL-HUMMADI examined a photocopy of the above 
correspondence sent from the DMI to the Presidential Secretary's 
Office. AL-HUMMADI recognized it as a copy of the authentic 
document in format and substance and would have given it to 
Huessin in the normal course of his duties. 

On March 29, 1987, AL-HUMMADI authored the 
Presidential Office's response to SABIR's DMI correspondence 
which is numbered Presidential Memo 953/965/K. This memorandum 
relayed HUSSEIN'S approval for the chemical weapons strike and 
emphasized that his approval was conditioned upon "exploiting the 
results of the strike as the purpose is not to simply hurt the 
sabatours." HUSSEIN directed SABIR and the DMI to coordinate 
with the intended Corps and inform the Presidential Office before 
initiating the strike. [attached as document #XX] 

AL-HUMMADI examined a photocopy of HUSSEIN's March 29, 
1987 memorandum. AL-HUMMADI stated that it was an accurate copy 
of the authentic document in format and substance, and verified 
his signature. 

AL-HUMMADI explained that HUSSEIN himself did not 
correspond directly with his officers and advisors; rather, 
pursuant to normal communication protocol, the Presidential 
Secretary's Office issued all of HUSSEIN'S communications and 
orders. Hence, AL-HUMMADI communicating HUSSEIN'S orders to the 
intended recipients. Based upon his daily contact with HUSSEIN, 
it was clear to AL-HUMMADI that HUSSEIN was, in this series of 
communications, approving and authorizing SABIR and the DMI to 
begin chemical weapon strikes near Turkey. 

On March 31, 1987, SABIR advised the Army Chief of 
Staff in Memorandum 7371 that HUSSEIN had ordered a study of the 
use of "special ammunition," and made the same suggestions he had 
made for HUSSEIN. SABIR, who signed the report, also detailed 
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the results of the DMI study and its recommendation of which 
bases to strike, and advised that the DMI had Presidential 
authority to proceed, [attached as document #XX] 

On April 5, 1987, in response to DMI Memorandum 7371, 
the Army Chief of Staff, Staff General SA'AD AL-DIN AZIZ MUSTAFA 
(hereinafter MUSTAFA), drafted Memorandum 3656 titled "Using 
Special Ammunition" which directed the First Corps and Special 
Corps to conduct counter-operations against saboteurs, Iranian 
agents, and Khomeini Guards by using "special ammunition" against 
Iranian agents' bases in the region of Balisan Basin (Balisan 
villages, Tutemeh, Khatti, and Sheikh Wasan), located near the 
main road between Chuwa'r Qurna-Khalifan and in Qaradagh Basin 
villages (Tekyah, Belkjar, and Siosenan). [attached as document 
#XX] 


The Army Chief of Staff MUSTAFA instructed the First 
Corps to prepare a joint plan to complete the strikes against the 
first group of targets and forward the plan to him by courier for 
approval and coordination. MUSTAFA also ordered the preparation 
of a plan regarding the second group of targets listed above, to 
be presented during a visit to the First Corps Headquarters on 
April 9, 1987. 

This memo was also sent to the Presidential Office and 
advised that the Army Chief of Staff MUSTAFA would inform the 
Presidential Office of the plan in detail and would "exploit" the 
results. Additionally, this memo was forwarded to the Operations 
Department of the Ministry of Defense. The memo referenced a 
previously-convened meeting on April 5, 1987, and asked that the 

Special Ammunition Group be sent to the First Corps Headquarters 
on April 7, 1987 to consult with the Corps and put in place an 
executable plan. 

SABIR reviewed, in Arabic, the above-described series 
of memorandums between HUSSEIN and the various military entities 
regarding the use of "special ammunition" in the Northern Region 
of Iraq. SABIR admitted that "special ammunition" was a term 
used by HUSSEIN and the Iraq Government to mean chemical weapons. 
SABIR did not remember each and every document; however, he did 
verify his signature on the bottom of several previously 
identified documents, and thus concluded they were authentic. 

While examining the copies and verifying his signature, 
interviewing agents observed the following physical changes in 
SABIR; he started to perspire profusely, his facial 
characteristics dramatically changed, and his lower lip began to 
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uncontrollably quiver. Additionally, SABIR's eyes began to tear 
after he described the April 16, 1987, chemical weapons attack on 

the villages of Balisan and Sheikh Wasan. SABIR stated that 
HUSSEIN'S decision to utilize chemical weapons directly caused 
the deaths of the men, women, and children in those villages. 

The idea of using chemical weapons first arose in 
approximately 1986 after the loss of the Faw Peninsula to Iranian 
forces which lead the Iraqi government worry that Iraq was losing 
the war with Iran. SABIR believed the general consensus was that 
Iraqi forces needed a small victory to boost their confidence an 
commitment to the war with Iran. SABIR's subordinates within the 
DMI initially proposed the use of chemical weapons against Iran 
to provide such a moral and commitment boost. However, the DMI s 
primary mission was to defeat and expel Iranian forces and not to 
utilize chemical weapons against the innocent woryien and children 
in the civilian population. SABIR advised that in 1987, the DMI 
was responsible for collecting information for target 
identification and providing that information to the Iraqi 
military. [SABIR interview, June 3, 2004] 

SABIR stated that during the Anfal Campaign, the DMI 
was responsible for gathering intelligence from within each of 
the Corps. The military was responsible for fighting on the 
front lines and clearing areas of resistance. ^ The military was 
also responsible for removing Kurdish populations from the 
Northern Region, and the Governors in each of those areas were 
responsible for relocating the displaced Kurds. Each Governor 
was responsible for reporting directly to AL-MAJID. SABIR did 
not know the full extent of AL-MAJID's responsibility and advised 
that areas outside of AL-MAJID's responsibility would have been 
assigned to the military. [SABIR interview, June 3, 2004] 

April 16, 1987 Chemical Attack 

on Balisan and Sheikh Wasan 

During an interview with Le Monde in April 1987, PUK^ 
representative NAYWSHIRWAN MUSTAFA AMIN commented that one option 
under consideration by the PUK was the "severance of Iraq into a 
number of small states: Shia, Kurdish and Sunni." 

In early April 1987, PUK Peshmergas launched an assault 
in the Jafati Valley, overrunning dozens of small Iraqi military 
posts and taking hundreds of prisoners. The Jafati Valley was 
home to the PUK's national headquarters. The Iraq Government 
responded on April 15, 1987 by launching chemical artillery 
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shells in the Jafati and Shahrbazar Valleys. 

Balisan and 
Sheikh Wasan lay 
scarcely a mile and a 
half apart in a steep¬ 
sided valley south of 
the town of Rawanduz. 

The Balisan Valley was 
home to the PUK's Third 
Regional Command. 

Balisan was described 
as a sizeable village 
containing 
approximately 250 
households, with an 
approximate population 
of 1,750 from the 
Khoshnaw Tribe. The 

village had four _ , o-u ■ i u 

mosques, one primary sohool and one intermediate school. Sheikb 

Wasan was a smaller settlement of approximately 150 homes. 

In July 1993, the Human Rights Watch (HRW), a non¬ 
governmental organization, published the report, "Genocide In 
Iraq: The Anfal Campaign Against the Kurds" which documented the 
Iraqi Government's use of chemical weapons against the Kurds 
during operations known as the "Anfal Campaign" in 1987 and 1988. 
HRW reported that its findings were based on interviews of 
survivors, examination of seized Iraqi documents, and examination 
of massacre sites. 

According to HRW, the following is an account of the 
attack on Balisan and Sheikh Wasan: 

During the evening hours of April 16, 

1987, the villagers of Balisan and Sheikh 
Wasan heard the sound of approaching 
aircraft. Some villagers stayed in their 
homes, while others fled to air-raid shelters 
when a dozen aircraft came into sight, flying 
low over the villages. There were a number 
of muffled explosions. Witnesses and 
survivors, describing the effects of the 
attack to HRW stated, "It was all dark, 
covered with darkness, we could not see 
anything, and were not able to see each 
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other. It was like fog, and then everyone 
became blind." Some vomited. Faces turned 
black; people experienced painful swelling 
under the arms, and women under the breasts. 
Later, a yellow watery discharge oozed from 
the eyes and nose. Many of those who 
survived suffered severe vision disturbances, 
or total blindness, for up to a month. In 
Sheikh Wasan, survivors watched as a woman 
staggered blindly, clutching her dead child, 
and not realizing the baby was dead. Some 
villagers ran into the mountains and died 
there. Others, who had been close to the 
impact points of the bombs, died where they 
stood. 

The following morning, ground troops and 
pro-regime Kurdish militia entered Balisan, 
looted the villagers' deserted homes and 
razed them to the ground. Sometime later, ^ 
army engineers dynamited and bulldozed Sheikh 
Wasan. The surviving inhabitants had already 
fled during the night of the attack. Some 
made their way to the city of Suleimaniyeh, 
and a few to Shaqlawa. But most headed 
southeast to the town of Raiya where there 
was a hospital. They were helped on their 
way by people from neighboring villages, 
including Barukawa, Kaniberd, and Tutma, 
which had also suffered from the effects of 
the wind-born gas. The people of Beiro sent 
tractor-drawn carts to Sheikh Wasan, and 10 
of these vehicles, each carrying 50 or 60 
people, left for Raniya. At the complex of 
Seruchawa, just outside the town, the 
tractors stopped to bury the bodies of 50 
people who were already dead. The refugees 
who reached Raniya spent one night there. 
Local doctors washed their wounds and gave 
them eye-drops, but that did nothing to ease 
the effect of the gas on their vision. 

The next morning, agents from Amn 
[Directorate of General Security, or DGS] and 
possibly from military intelligence arrived 
at the hospital. They ordered everyone out 
of bed and into a number of waiting vehicles. 
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consisting of 21 passenger vans, pickup 
trucks and cars. The villagers were told 
these vehicles would take them to the city 
Erbil for medical care. However, they were 
later warned their medical care was 
contingent on them reporting that their 
injuries were the result of an attack by 
Iranian airplanes. 

At about 9:00 that morning, people in 
Kurdish dress began to stream into the 
emergency room of the Republic Hospital in 
Erbil. Approximately 200 unarmed civilian 
men, women and children arrived at the 
hospital. Four were dead on arrival. The 
survivors arriving from Ranya told doctors 
that they had been attacked with chemical 
weapons. Despite their burns, their 
blindness, and other, more superficial 
injuries, those who had survived the journey 
from the Balisan Valley were generally still 
able to work, although some were unconscious. 
Even with the assistance of doctors who 
rushed across from the nearby Maternity and 
Pediatric Hospital, the facilities were not 
sufficient to deal with a large-scale 
emergency. There were far from enough beds 
to deal with so many victims; many of the 
patients were laid on the floors, and the 
occupants of the vans were obliged to wait in 
the parking lot while the preliminary triage 
was done and the first treatment carried out. 
On examination, the doctors found that the 
victims' eyes were dried out and glued shut. 
Having some rudimentary notion of how to 
treat chemicals, the doctors applied eye 
drops, washed their burns and administered 
injections of atropine, a powerful antidote 
to nerve agents. 

The doctors had been at work on their 
patients for about an hour when HASSAN 
NADURI, the head of the local branch office 
of Amn, arrived. When NADURI arrived on the 
morning of April 4, 1987, every doctor in the 
hospital was busy dealing with the emergency. 
NADURI was accompanied by two other Amn 
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officers, and, possibly IBRAHIM ZANGANA, the 
governor of Erbil, and a second local Ba'ath 
Party official, ABD-AL-MON'EM. The Amn 
officers questioned the hospital guards, 
demanding to know where the new patients were 
from and who the doctors were who were 
treating them. They then repeated these 
questions to the medical staff, and demanded 
to know what treatment was being given. As 
these questions were answered, NADURI 
telephoned the Amn office for instructions. 
After hanging up, he ordered that all 
treatment cease immediately. He told the 
doctors to remove the dressings from the 
patients' wounds. When the doctors asked 
why, NADURI stated that he had received 
orders from his superiors to transfer all the 
patients to the city's military hospital. At 
first, the hospital staff demurred, but the 
three Amn officers drew their pistols and 
ordered them to stop what they were doing at 
once. Otherwise, they would be taken to Amn 
headquarters themselves. After a second 
telephone call, this time ostensibly to the 
'Military hospital, a number of ambulances or 
trucks arrived and took the patients away, 
together with those who remained, for a full 
hour now, in the three parked vans. 

Later that day, the doctors telephoned 
the military hospital to check on the 
condition of their patients. They had never 
arrived there. The doctors never saw any of 
the survivors of the Balisan Valley chemical 
attack again. They later heard that loaded 
military ambulances had been seen driving off 
in the direction of Makhmour, to the 
southwest of Erbil. 

A handful of survivors told Middle East 
Watch that the Balisan Valley victims were 
taken to a former police station that was now 
an Amn detention center, a stark white cement 
building in the Arab quarter of the city, 
near the Baiz casino. There was a chaotic 
scene on arrival, as Amn officers attempted 
to sort out detainees by age and sex, and, in 
the confusion, several people managed to 
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escape. At least one woman fled, leaving hen 
children behind. Those who remained were 
thrown into locked cells, and guarded by 
uniformed agents; some dressed all in the 
green and others in blue. Here, they were 
held for several days without food, blankets 
or medical attention. 

HAMOUD SA'ID AHMAD, an employee of the 
municipal morgue attached to Erbil's Republic 
Hospital, was summoned on a number of 
occasions over the next few days to the Amn 
jail in the city's Teirawa quarter and 
ordered to pick up bodies to be prepared for 
burial. Over a three day period, AHMAD 
counted 64 bodies. Arriving to collect them, 
AHMAD saw other prisoners wandering around 
the in the prison courtyard. Some had clear 
fluid oozing from their mouths; others had 
dark, burn-like marks on their bodies, 
especially the throat and hands. AHMAD saw 
men, women, and children in detention, 
including several nursing babies in their 
mother's arms. The bodies, kept in a 
separate cell, bore the same marks. None 
showed any signs of gunshot wounds. Most of 
the dead appeared to be children and elderly 
people. An Amn official told AHMAD that 
"they are saboteurs, all saboteurs we attack 
with chemical weapons." An ambulance driver 
told AHMAD that he recognized one of the dead 
as a Republic Hospital employee from Sheikh 
Wasan. 

Family members waiting outside the jail 
for news said that the detainees were being 

as hostages to compel their peshmerga 
relatives to surrender. On the last of his 
three visits, AHMAD saw two large buses pull 
up outside the prison, their windows sealed 
with cloth. Later that day, a female 
prisoner managed to whisper to him "do you 
know what the buses were doing here? They 
took all the men away, to the south, like the 
Barzanis." The men were never seen alive 
again. 
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After the mass disappearance of the men, 
the surviving women and children were taken 
out during the night and driven off in the 
direction of Khalifan, three hours to the 
northeast of Erbil. At a place called Alana, 
they were dumped in an open plain on the 
banks of the river, and left to fend for 
themselves. They were reunited here with the 
Balisan Valley villagers who had fled to 
Suleimaniyeh. 

At Alana, the mother who had escaped 
from the Amn jail in Erbil was reunited with 
her children. She recognized families from 
the villages of Kaniberd, Tutma, Sheikh Wasa, 
and Balisan, who told her that many children 
had died in place from hunger, thirst, and 
exposure. 

On the basis of interviews with four 
survivors, and with a number of medical and 
morgue personnel in Erbil, HRW determined a 
rough estimate of the numbers who died as a 
result of exposure to chemical weapons. 

There were 24 deaths in Balisan as a 
direct result of exposure to chemical 
weapons; these people were buried in a mass 
grave in the village. 

There were 103 deaths in Sheikh Wasan, 
including approximately 50 buried in a mass 
grave in the government complex in Seruchawa. 
The dead included; 

33 children under the age of four 

28 children between the ages of 5-14 

9 elderly people aged 60-85 

8-9 dead at the hospital at Raniya 

4 dead.on arrival at the Erbil 

Emergency Hospital 

64 -142 deaths in the Amn jail in 

Erbil. 

The deaths in the Amn jail were the 
result of untreated injuries sustained in the 
chemical bombing, aggravated by starvation 
and neglect. The victims included two 
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elderly women identified as SELMA MUSTAFA 
HAMID and ADILA SHINKO, and a nine-year old 
girl identified as HOWSAT ABDULLAH KHIDR. 


The number of adult men and teenage boys 
taken by two busloads from the Amn jail and 
presumed to be executed later is estimated at 
70 to 75. Twenty two are believed to be from 
Balisan, 50 from Sheikh Wasan, and four from 
nearby villages. Among those that 
disappeared were MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM KHIDR, age 
18, and MOHSEN IBRAHIM KHIDR, age 12, the two 
youngest sons of the Mullah of Balisan. 


Allowing for some overlap, the Middle East Watch 
calculated that at least 225 and perhaps as many as 400 civilians 
from the Balisan Valley died as a result of the April 16 1987 

Iraqi Air Force's chemical strike on their villages. 


(hereinafter 


I ■ ■ -,- , I a lso witne ssed the 

April 16, 1987, attack on Balisan. According to the 

Iraqi military attacked the villages of Sheikh Wasan and Balisan 
during the evening hours of April 16, 1987. The aerial attack 
was the first night attack conducted by the Iraqi military 
against the Kurds. [ believed the Iraqi military used 

chemical weapons against the villages at night because the 

of villagers would be in their homes and 
the villages at night; the men who remained in the villages were 
the toughest in the valley; and it gave the Iraqi military the 
opportunity to attack ths rear of the Peshmega front lines. At 
the time of the attack,* *—^ 1 ■' - 


estimated there were 200 to 300 


, , -' I wci-C U U LU 

oi’V'ifisris and Peshmergas in Balisan and approximately 4 00 in 
Sheikh Wasan. . 


b6 

b7C 


April 16, 1987, who lived in Balisan. was 

the village of Tutma, located within the Balisan Valiev 


-LH. 


saw Iraqi aircraft over the villages of Balisan and Sheikh Wasan 
While over the villages, the aircraft conducted dive runs but 

-Idid not hear any explosions. Approximately an hour later 

[heard the sound of helicopters, followed by dull 


hs saw large, high flames coming from the _ 

villages and knew that it had been a chemical attack. i 

ater learned through the PUK that the helicopters had taken off 
earlier from Kirkuk. The PUK has estimated that approximately 36 
helicopters were involved in the attack. 


immediately began walking to Balisan because his 
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brother, 


was there. 


approximately an hour. Upon arrival at the village,[ 


The journ ey took him 

saw 


^ - JZ -- I lOdW 

VI11ag ers acting normally and going about their normal routine, 
learned that his brother had fled the villa ge heca usp he 


had been injured in the attack. After some time,| Ibegan to 

see the effects of the attack on some of the villagers. The most 
common symptoms were pain to the eyes and loss of vision. People 
began to flee the village as word of the injuries spread 
throughout the village. 


went to the PUK field hospital in the villaae of 

U A ^ _4-T_ T-.__ I I -I 


Khati to search for his bro ther. Because 


was so badly burned. 


did not initially recognize his 


1 face 


brother and fou id him only after his brot her called out upon 
hearing I [voice. | | face was dark from the 

burn andappeared sunken, as if dehydrated. All the patients at 
the hospital were victims of that evening's chemical attack. 


On April 17, 1987, at approximately 6:30 am. 


] 


^ w ^ X I 1ULlLf I 

heard the sound of artillery approaching the village of Khati. 

The Iraqi military had started a ground offensive in the Balisan 
Valley. The Iraqi military began clearing the valley one village 
at a time. The Iraqi military first fired art illery at the 


village, and then cleared it with tanks. When] ""Hheard the 
artillery fire approaching Khati, he knew that village would soon 
be the next target. 


. . along with his brother and four other inj ured 

Kurds, fled the valley to hide in a cave in the mountain, 
identified^ the others as two civilian s from Ba lisan. a civilian 

and a fighter from! 

:>b 


from Sheikh Wasan, 
they arrived at the cave, [ 


, , .hometown. When 

Jsaw otner victims from the 


chemical attack, captured Iraqi soldiers and civilian s hiding 
j estimated their number to be approximately 40. 
interview, December 15, 2004). 


On April 19, 1987, 


.,_|led his brother and the 

remaining injured to the village of Sheikh Wasan. Although the 
Iraqi chemical attacks had concentrated on Sheikh Wasan and 
Balisan, the^ gasses had dissipated from a section of Sheikh Wasan 

and his 


-ci secuiOli C 

because of the topography of the area. As a result, F . 

stayed the night of April 19 on that relatively safe side 
of the village. 


The next morning. 


and his small group traveled 


from Sheikh Wasan to Balisan. He gathered the food he had 
previously hidden on April 18, 1987. Although the food had been 


be 

:b7C 
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'-O'^tarnina.tBd with chsmicals, ths giroup was so hungry that thsy 
had no choice but to eat it. By nightfall. approximately 10 


J Most of the homes in the 


people had gathered around 

-i; >-*. j- w WJ_ O _Lil L-iiC: 

had been burned by the Iraqi troops, but they managed to 
—a house at the edge of the village to spend the night, 
noted that although approximately 2,000 people lived in 

r-i .10 __T_i t . 1 ^ 


Balisan, only 10 or 12 people had returned after the attack. 


On April 21, 1987, 


brother to Shaglawa to locate medical supplies 


intended to travel with his 


j-wv-di-c iiicuj.i_cij. tsuppiies. At approximately 

9:00 am,|_| was still in Balisa n when t wo Iraqi Gazelle 

helicopters flew over the village. | I recoa nized t hem by 

sight and knew they carried 20mm machine guns. soon heard 

machine gun bursts as the helicopters traveled northwest from 
Balisan. He and another raced to the sound of the guns and found 
seven people, five males and two females, shot dead on the 
government road northwest of Balisan. One of the woman had been 
carrying an infant who had not been shot and was trying to breast 
feed from its dead mother. 


estimated that the total populations of all of 


the villages in the Balisan Valley ranged from 400 to 2,000 
(Balisan). Most were located within a mile or two of each other. 
Although the Iraqi military attacked and burned all 42 villages 
in the valley, the Iraqi government forces seemed to concentrate 
on the villages of Balisan, Sheikh Wasan, Tutemeh, Balanukawa, 
Kanibard, Berawa, and Khati which are all located within three 
miles of each other. The chemical attacks were most concentrated 
on Balisan and Sheikh Wasan, but other villages not directly 
attacked were indirectly affected by the gas as well. It 
appeared that Berawa, Khatti, and Kanibard were attacked by 
artillery or airplanes employing conventional weapons only, 
'interview, January 27, 2005]. 


The following declassified satellite imagery, 
illustrating Sheikh Wasan on May 27, 1987, depicts the impact 


be 
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craters in and near the villages. 

The FBI obtained several audiotapes, consolidated onto 
one CD, from Philip Trewhitt, United Kingdom Liaison on 
Transitional Justice, Office of Human Rights & Transitional 
Justice, Coalition Provisional Authority, Baghdad, Iraq. These 
tapes are referenced in the HRW report dated July, 1993, Appendix 
A, "The ALI HASAN AL-MAJID Tapes." These tapes contain 
recordings of Al Majid during Northern Command meetings held 
between approximately 1987 to 1989. Portions of the tapes were 
played for AL-MAJID. 

We said that at that date we will start to 
implement the deportation campaign. And we 
did it everywhere, with the help of God. The 
same day they captured Qara Dagh in 
retaliation. JALAL TALABANI asked me to open 
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a special channel of communication with him. That evening I went 
to Suleimaniyeh and hit them with the special ammunition. That 
was my answer. 'I will attack it with chemical weapons.' and 'I 
them all with chemical weapons! ' Who is going to say 
anything? The international community? Fuck them! The 
international community and those who listen to them. [Tape 2A 
segment marked approximately 21:59 to 26:44] 

AL-MAJID is presumably referring to the April, 1987 
chemical attack on the PUK headquarters in the Jafati Valley. 
AL-MAJID also listened to the following portion of Tape 2B: 

I will not attack them with chemicals just 
one day, but I will continue to attack them 
with chemical weapons for fifteen days 
[Tape 2B] 

We will surround them in a small pocket and 
attack them with chemical weapons. I will 
not attack them with chemicals just one day, 
but I will continue to attack them with 
chemicals for 15 days. 

After listening to Tape A, AL-MAJID stated, "This tape 
has been altered" and that "this tape is not correct." He 
claimed the audiotape had been "assembled" from tapes of two 
different meetings; one meeting in the first half of 1988 and the 
other in Mosul on March 30, 1991. 

, MAJID admitted that the audiotape A was a recording 
voice and his words at a meeting with Ba'ath Party Section 
officials and Governors of the Autonomous Region of Kurdistan on 
April 15, 1987. AL-MAJID stated that his statements were 
attempts at "psychological warfare" against the enemy in the 
beginning of the campaign against the saboteurs in the Northern 
Region. His words were meant as a scare tactic similar to what 
was later used in Dohuk. In AL-MAJID's opinion, the saboteurs 
would be "weakened by words." Logistically, they would later be 
weakened by their forced separation from the cities. [AL-MAJID 
interview, April 9, 2004] 

j AL-MAJID said he personally inspected Suleimaniyeh and 
It had not been hit. He added that he never heard of such an 
attack, particularly with chemical weapons. He stated he did not 
order a chemical weapons attack on TALABANI and his headquarters 
in the Jafati Valley near Suleimaniyeh. He claimed he actually 
went to Suleimaniyeh to meet with TALABANI, and that the words 
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and hit thsm with the special ammunition" have been inserted 
into this tape. The remainder of the tape is a threat or scare 
tactic AL-MAJID used against the saboteurs in Dohuk. 

According to AL-MAJID, when the Iraq Government lost 
control of the cities of Suleimaniyeh, Dohuk, Erbil, and Kirkuk 
in 1991, HUSSEIN tasked AL-MAJID with "liberating" Dohuk. He 
invited ABD JAWAD THANNOON, Governor of Dohuk, NASIR SAID 
(hereinafter SAID), Fifth Corps Commander, and all state and 
Party officials to a "reception" at the Mosul Hotel in Mosul. 
There, AL-MAJID gave a speech declaring, "Whoever has a friend in 
Dohuk, I will attack with chemical weapons tomorrow." SAID 
attempted to interrupt AL-MAJID because he did not want the 
timing of the operation to be revealed. AL-MAJID directed him to 
communicate this information to those in Dohuk. He wanted "the 
illusion" of a chemical weapons attack to be imprinted in the 
minds of those controlling Dohuk. AL-MAJID stated the Iraq 
Government was weak in 1991. Thus, he used the chemical weapons 
threat" as a "scare tactic" to control the saboteurs in Dohuk. 

AL-MAJID directed the military to procure bags of flour 
or cement and attach them to helicopters. The helicopters were 
then used the following morning to spread the material over Dohuk 
to further "illusion" of a chemical weapons attack. AL-MAJID 
used this "scare tactic" to reduce losses on "our side and their 
side." AL-MAJID walked into Dohuk at 9:30 a.m. the same morning. 

military members would not enter the city however, 
thinking that it had been contaminated with chemical weapons. 

According to AL-MAJID, NIZAR AL-KHAZRAJI (hereinafter 
AL-KHAZRAJI), Army Chief of Staff, once told ABBAS MAHMOUD (NFI) 
or RASOOL MAHMOUD (NFI) that AL-MAJID ordered the chemical weapon 
attack on Halabja which was not true. AL-MAJID is know as 
"Chemical Ali" because of the events at Dohuk and not at Halabja. 

During his interview, TARIQ AZIZ confirmed that 
HUSSEIN'S decision to deploy chemical weapons against the Kurds 
was a unilateral one; that is, HUSSEIN did not convene a meeting 
of the RCC, National Assembly, or any other Iraqi or Ba'ath Party 
government entity to discuss the use of chemical weapons in the 
April, 1987 attacks. Moreover, HUSSEIN gave no official written 
or verbal notification to these entities that he had authorized, 
or that chemical weapons had been used, in the attacks. AZIZ 
stated the RCC was "informed" and "it was mentioned." He added 
It was "common knowledge" through the media that chemical weapons 
had been used. No RCC member protested their use for fear of 
reprisals from HUSSEIN and fear that Iraq would lose the war 
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without such a drastic step. At the time, the situation was 
viewed as dire and "life or death." AZIZ admitted that Iraq and 
Iran had each violated provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 
1917 and 1948, of which each was a signator, which prohibited the 
use of chemical weapons. [AZIZ interview, February 2, 2004] 


May 25, _ 1987 Chemical Attack on the Malakan Valley 


Pursuant to the authorization to use chemical weapons 
that HUSSEIN had given to the military in the series of 
previously identified letters, the Iraqi military attacked the 
Malakan Valley with chemical weapons on May 25, 1987. 
Specifically, based on an April 24, 1987 DMI report, Number 
28357, the Secretary General for the Ministry of Defense, Staff 
General MAHMOOD SHOKER SHAHEEN, sent letter Number D/A/51/1/10374 
to the Headquarters of the Army Chief of Staff. The letter, 
dated May 1, 1987, advised that the Deputy to the Minister of 
Defense had ordered: 

All agents' sites should be struck with aerial weapons, 
traditional and special, and all weapons within range. 
(Attached as document #XX) 

This letter prompted the Senior Secretary of the Army 
Chief of Staff, Staff General TAREQ HUSSEIN MAJEED, to direct the 
DMI via letter Number RAG/1/15787, dated May 2, 1987, to: 

Please take the necessary procedure and 
provide the Headquarters of the Air Force and 
Air Defense with the Agents' sites in order 
to destroy them. (Attached as document #XX) 

On May 3, 1987, the DMI informed the Headquarters of 
the Army Chief of Staff via report Number Ml/Sh3/Q2/9819 that it 
had provided the locations of the Iranian Agents' sites to the 
Headquarters of the Air Force and Air Defense. The DMI 
identified 17 villages by name and by what appears to have been 
grid coordinates. Additionally, the DMI suggested "ordering a 
study on the issue of striking the Iranian Agents's sites with 
special ammunition by the authorized committee." SABIR AL-DURI 
signed the report as the Director of the DMI. (Attached as 
document #XX) 

On May 9, 1987, the Headquarters of the Air Force and 
Air Defense notified the Ministry of Defense via letter Number 
Shl/QD/690 that based on SABIR's report Number 9819, and Army 
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Chief of Staff letter Number 15787, "air strikes were launched 
with traditional ammunition by (20) aircrafts, and with special 
ammunition by (44) aircrafts against the Agents' sites mentioned 
in the DMI's report, except for Shadlah Alolya, due to its 
nearness to the troop line." The letter was signed by Lieutenant 
General HUMAID SHABAAN, Commander of the Air Force and Air 
Defense. (Attached as document #XX) 

On May 12, 1987, the Headquarters of the Air Force and 
Air Defense identified for the DMI in letter Number SH/QS/707 the 
locations of sites struck by traditional ammunition and those 
struck by special ammunition. The ten sites struck by 
traditional ammunition on May 4 and May 8, 1987 and listed by 
name and grid coordinates were among the 17 sites the DMI had 
previously identified in report Number 9819. The sites struck by 
special ammunition on May 7, 1987 were identified only by grid 
coordinates. The letter was signed by Staff Pilot General HASSAN 
KHADER ALHAJ AHMED, the Director of Air Movements. (Attached as 
document #XX). 

On May 20, 1987, the DMI summarized the strikes 
directed at the Iranian Agents' sites as reported by the Air 
Force and Air Defense in report number Ml/Sh3/Q2/lll44 addressed 
to the Ministry of Defense. The report identified the ten sites 
struck with traditional ammunition and further 
reported: 


2. As for the other targets, which were hit by air 
strikes (44) aircrafts using special ammunition 
(mentioned in the above Air Force and Air Defense 
letter), were groups of Iranian Agents existing North 
and East of Gowarta. (Attached as document #XX) 

A handwritten memorandum. Number 4947 (attached as 
document #XX), dated June 11, 1987, from the Director of General 
Security of the Erbil Governate to the Security Directorate of 
Shaqlawa, provided information about attacks on "saboteurs" that 
resulted in their blindness. The document stated, in part: 

On 5/27/87, our aircraft attacked the 
villages of Malakan, Talinan, Kandor, Bileh 
Aliya and Bileh Sufla in the Khalifan 

subdistrict, which harbo r some saboteur s. As i 

a result of the bombing, | | ..lost } 

his eyesight....A number of saboteurs were 
killed and about 30 people lost their 
eyesight as a result of the bombing, 


25 



163I-HQ-1462938 


including the family of KAMAL HAJI KHIDR 
AGHA, the commander of the 12th [PUK] 
division. 


Temporary blindness is a common side-effect of a 
chemical attack. HRW interviewed KAMAL AGHA in March, 1993, who 
confirmed that he and his family had been temporarily blinded in 
a chemical attack on May 27, 1987. 


On May 26, 1987, 


. ,_, was part of a Peshmerga 

group that arrived in the Malakan Valley. In the late afternoon 
of May 26th, 1987, 


the Malakan Valley. 


witnessed a MIG-25 flying slowly over 
Approximately five or six miles long, the 
Malakan Valley was home to the vi11 ages of Malakan, Talinan, 
Bila-Zohri, and Bila-Zehri. I I believed the airn1an e wa s 

taking surveillance photographs for an upcoming attack.] 
later learned from an Iraqi deserter that it was common for the 
Iraqi Air Force to send a MIG-25 to an area that it planned to 
attack. The MIG-25 would fly to the area of interest to take 
pictures of the villages and areas where people lived. The next 
day, the area would be attacked with chemical weapons. 


As 


,_, and his group prepared to depart Malakan 

shortly after 6 a.m. on May 27, 1987, Iraqi government forces 
attacked the top of the Malakan Valley with chemical weapons. A 
spring at the top of the valley which was the villages' water 
source channeled the heavy chemical gas through the valley and 
down towards the villages. Believing the attack was part of a 
larger operation that might include an attack on the Balisan 
Valley, HASSAN SHUSTANI, the PUK Third Malaband Commander, 
ordered his group of Pershmergas to leave immediately for 
Balisan. On the way out of Malakan which is on the north side of 
the valley, the group had to head down into the valley and 
through the gas. However, no one in GOZEH's group was severely 
effected by the chemical gases. The villagers in the area were 
left to deal with the chemical attack themselves. 


believed this attack was in retaliation for an 


entire Jahsh regiment's (Kurdish pro-regime militia) recent 
defj-on and relocation to the Malakan Valley. According to 

a total of fifteen died from the chemical attack, fo ur of 


whom were members of the defected Jahsh regiment, 
interview, February 3, 2005^ 


June 6, 1987 Chemical Attack on the Zewa Valiev 
A handwritten note by the Director of Sh3 (DMI) dated 
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June 5, 1987, was attached to the DMI study. Number Sh3/Q2/6885, 
which was submitted to the Presidential Secretary for HUSSEIN's 
review and information. [Enclosure #8]. The note stated: 

Regarding obtaining approval of the Presidency's Office 
on the said suggestion, and in paragraph A under item 2 
of the attached letter which stipulates postponing the 
strike of Khomeini Guards in Barzani's First Division 
till June, therefore: 


1. On June 4, a study was completed on directing a 
severe strike against these quarters and against 
Barzani's First Division quarters in (Zewa, Barzan, 
Katirash, and Lakirash), and this study was completed 
by participants from the General Staff, Planning 
Department, Army, Air Force, our Directorate, and the 
Chemical Division. 

2. Support for the Strike on Zewa Village was obtained 
despite of its close proximity to the Turkish border, 
but striking the targets listed hereunder were not 
supported for the following reasons: 

a. Katirash - it's too close to the Turskish border. 

b. Lakirash - its close proximity to our army units in 
Jabal Kuwait. 

C. Barzan, where the Khomeini Guards are few and 
disbursed in the Barzan Basin, does not constitute a 
viable target. 


In June, 1987, 


(hereinafter 
compound in the Zewa 


was living at an Iraqi Communist Party (iCP) 

Valley which is located in the top part of Kurdistan above Dohuk 
near Kani Masi. The compound housed the ICP leadership including 
HAMID MUSA, aka ABU MUSA, currently a member of the interim Iraqi 
Government, SLAYMAN YOUSEF, aka ABU AMIL, head of the military 
committee, TOMA TOMAS, aka ABU JAMEEL, head of the Bahdinan area, 
and ABU ADEL, political advisor for the Bahdinan area. 


The Zewa Valley is surrounded by mountains and was home 
to approximately 1,000 Peshmergas from the various Kurdish 
parties. The ICP compound was located near two civilian 
villages. The valley was protected by doshkas, Russian anti¬ 
aircraft missiles. 
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On approximately June 5 or 6, 1987, between 6:00 or 
7:00 p.m., 12 grey Iraqi MIG aircrafts attacked the valley while 
most residents were preparing for dinner. The aircraft came in 
very low at approximately 1,000 feet. The aircraft circled the 
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valley and conducted two bombing runs which lasted a total of 
approximately 10 minutes. There were approximately six to eight 
explosions. One bomb landed approximately 50 feet froml ^ 

Everyone in the compound ran for the bomb shelters. Acc dfding to 

time the Iraqis attacked with so many 
aircraft at such a low altitude and so close to homes and 

—^-Idescribed the explosions as a dull noise 

y he avy white smoke. Initially, there was no smell, 
Jnoted a garlicky smell associated with the 


structures. F 
accompanied b 
but then 


explosions 



Most people in the compound went to sleep at 
approximately 9:00 or 9:30 pm that evening. At that time it was 
common, for pel^^sleep^cn the roof of®tha homes. HS:4ver,""" 


_[d ecided to sleep inside. At approximately 

12:30 am, I [w as awoken and informed that the 


= a ^ i _Dwas awoken and informed that the 

attack had been a chemical one. was instructed to an to 

the support detachment jisnad). when ] I arrived she^saw 

villfSs Jt children from the compound'and nearby 

villages standing around a large bonfire. Most were sufferina 

from some effects of the chemical attacks and were in a great^ 

° I I —I stated that "no artist could paint, no 

writer could write, or no cinematographer could film the 

and Sa?iAa complaining of a burning pain to the eyes 

n 3 ■ -also began to experience a burning pain to 

her eyes. Everyone believed that fire would counter the effects 

to 5 nn'^i^^h attack, hence the large bonfire. Approximately 400 
to 500 Peshmergas and civilians, to include approximately 50 
children, were effected by this attack. ^ 

the area leadership ordered everyone to evacuate 

the d° 11 ground. Peshmergas and civilians from 

the nearby effected villages began to make their way, on foot, to 

the mountain through a small foot path, leaving 
everything behind. By this time, many of the victims we?e going 
blind and were unable to make their way up the path. Others ^ 

iougnev’^ T ° to complete the 

J OU.irn0y . I I = Vsl _ j_i_ . 


helped a blind man up the foot path, arriving 
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to a safe haven at approximately 3:00 am. 


suffered cold at the top of the mountain and many 

ttered. They had no food, water or blankets. Those who 
reached the top were forced to eat berries from nearby trLs 

S?iJed finally 

Blisters began to appear on everyone's body which 

aried in size based upon the individual's proximity to the 

explosions. Those nearer to impact point blistere^and suffered 

exoosure’^trthl^ch'* attack, ABU EUAD died as a result of 

exposure to the chemical weapons. ABU EUAD (NFI) was very close 

point of impact of one of the bombs. On the fifth dav 
ABU RAZKAR (NFI) died as well. 

As a result of the attack, the victims were forciblv 
removed from their homes and forced to live in the mountSnf for 

areriSs^their ' ^i^als died. Trees in the surrounding 

... n leaves. It was not until September, 1987, that 

villagers were able to return to Zewa Valiev. Th^ >0 = ,^ 

experienced heavy rain fall, which I —’’ ' ' 

the valley of the chemical re-sidiip* 

4 0 .. days,.. ■ To this day,' 


_I believed helped clear 

Some victims were blind for 

hanBc, o)-■; 1 T ■‘-rr-i_I still suffers from her exposure. 

hands still snake, and she has breathing difficulties. 


r)artn^=>Q u ia H point, all the Kurdish 

?efe^Jed to as n resisting Iraqi forces and were 

referred to as the United Front. Prior to the attack the 

in thTartr offensive against the Iraqis 

in the area. The plan developed over a period of time at larae 

planning meetings On the day of the attack, a planning meeting 
Jeen scheduled to take place with representatives from all of 
the Kurdish parties at the Iraqi Communist Party compound It 
was known that th e Peshmerg a had been infiltrated b^raqi s^Ls 

„ .Tbelieved the attack was LaSt^Jo 
thwart the Kurdish offensive. 

DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY AND FORCIBLE DEPORTATION 

iq «7 t,Vn' -MAJID read a copy of RCC Decree 160, dated March 29 
1987, which was written in Arabic and signed bv HUS^FTW ar ' 

SStsrb""”"""??"!""-1 ^“n SsSS'aid'tha^ 

granted him authority over all civilian, military and securitv 
agencies in the Northern region. He explained that a Btcrle is 
issued at the conclusion of an RCC meeting and details issues 

SfreSived^'a'wrif?^ "c*'® '"®®“"3- atatS tLt 

ne received a written copy of Decree #160 at a later time 

mmediately after the RCC issued the Decree, he also received 
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instructions from the Presidential Diwan which 
ther defined his authority. The Presidential Diwan's 
instructions restricted AL-MAJID's authority to villaqes in the 
orthern Region located within five kilometers of provinces and 
areas classified as cities, zones, or suburbs. 

AL-MAJID denied however, having authority over the 
military forces or security services in the region as the 
security services were never subordinate to anyone in the 
government except HUSSEIN. The Security Services, Fedayeen 
Saddam and Saddam's Cubs, answered only to HUSSEIN and took their 
instructions only from HUSSEIN. Pursuant to the additional 

claimed he only used the powers granted to 
him by the Decree for the "collectivization" of the villaqes 
within the defined parameters in the Northern Region. This 
collectivization" consisted of moving Kurdish villagers from 
IGovernment housing complexes. Per the 
additional instructions, areas beyond five kilometers fell within 
the control of the military, including cities near the border 
between Iraq and Iran. 

AL-MAJID stated that the Anfal Campaign in Kurdish 

conducted by the military under the command 
of SULT^ HASHEM AHMAD AL-TAI (hereinafter HASHEM). AL-MAJID 
admitted delegating orders to the Security Services as it 
pertained to areas within his control, but the Services acted 
independently everywhere else, to include their technical work. 

, , During his interview. Presidential Diwan KHUDAIYER was 

asked if he ever drafted a follow-up to RCC Decree 160 which 

MAJID'S authority to a five kilometer radius around 
the major cities of Northern Iraq. KHUDAIYER stated that he 
never published such a Decree. KHUDAIYER was asked whether it 
was possible that the limiting instruction could have been given 
verbally. KHUDAIYER stated that such an order which contradicts 
a Decree would be very big and written. The original RCC Decree 
n? to the Ministry of Interior, to governates and to a 
variety of receivers. The Chief of Staff, the Military 
ntelligence, the Party and the Security Services were all 
aligned under the details of RCC Decree 160. Therefore if the 

modified, written coordination would 
to notify all of these groups who were required 
to abide by the details of the original RCC Decree 160 To 
modify a Decree would require the same legal authority. Doing it 
verbally would not be lawfully feasible. If such an event ^ 

tC^KHUDAIYk'^°'"^'^ speaking, unprecedented according 
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1 ■ 4 -v, KHUDAIYER was asked what he thought about AL-MAJID's 

kilometer limitation verbally. 

raUDAIYER said that this instruction would only be in a written 
format. If AL-MAJID said it was passed verbally, he was lyiSg 

AL-^JID admitted that he supervised the implementation 
of the Iraqi Government's plan to control the activities of the 
Pestmergas whom the government labeled saboteurs. AL-MAJID 
explained that "saboteurs" was the term Iraqis used in official 
documents to describe Kurds who resisted Iraq Government rule 
and that TALABANI was the "Sheikh of the Saboteurs." AL-MAJID 
stated that because Iran continuously attempted to establish its 
presence and take control of areas like Halabja, the Iraqi 
overnment devised a plan which created security zones along the 
northern Iraq-Iran border. Mere presence in thLe areas wal 
prohibited. The residents of Kurdish farming villages within the 
targeted areas were forcefully relocated from their homes to 

mujamma'at in a process that became 
I collectivization." AL-MAJID stated that it was 

difficult for the Iraq Government to distinguish Kurds from 
i^^riians or good individuals from bad ones. 

AL-MAJID denied knowledge of any executions of Kurds in 
Northern Iraq. AL-MAJID stated his duties included 
collectivization of Kurdish villagers within the specified five 

to government housing complexes. According 

to AL-^JID villages outside the five kilometer radius were 
controlled by KHAZRAJI. 

, AL-MAJID stated that most Kurds did not want to move 
from or leave their homes. Those who did were seekinq 

= electricity, refrigerators, and school 

achers. If Kurds refused to be relocated, they were forced 
into vehicles and taken, along with their belongings to 
government housing complexes. Once the villagers were deported, 
the villages were leveled to avoid becoming safe havens for 
saboteurs. AL-MAJID stated that was merely following HUSSEIN'S 

imSJLntft develop this plan himself because its 

plementation cost millions of dinars and required the efforts 

21 2004?^ government's ministries. [AL-MAJID interview, March 

^ ^ AL-MAJID's statements are inconsistent with known facts 

provided by former Iraqi regime members and seized Iraqi 

MAJID^S These memorandum, detailed below, document AL- 

MAJID s use of the broad authority delegated to him by Hussein to 
commit crimes against humanity and genocide against the Kurdish 
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population. 


AL-f^JID isolated the Kurdish population by issuinq 
administrative orders depriving them of basic rights, 
wo Iraqi Ba'ath Party letter dated April 6, 1987 

#S Sh/18/2396, which ordered the confiscation of the "saboteurs"' 
property: 


By the authority vested in us by the RCC 
decree #160 of March 29, 1987, we decided to 
authorize the chairman of the security 
committees in the northern govenorates to 
confiscate the real and personal property of 
the saboteurs, provided that the their 
properties are liquidated within one month of 
the date of issuance of the confiscation 
decree. 


(This document is described in the HRW report titled, "Genocide 
Anfal Campaign Against the Kurds," dated July 
1993, and referenced on page 13 and in footnote 41 of the Prelude 
to Anfal section of the report.) 

AL-MAJID was questioned regarding this letter and 
admitted giving this authority to the security committees, but 
id not remember the details. He stated that the confiscation 
discussed applied to money as well as real property. AL-MAJID 
authority for this order was not based on RCC decree 
#160, but on a separate RCC decree authorizing confiscation of 
unds and property of individuals who worked against the Iraq 
Government as saboteurs, and the confiscation of funds and 
property of individuals in the Da'wa Party. These two categories 
of individuals were considered to be hostile or anti-Iraq 
overnment political forces. AL-MAJID does not remember the 
number or date of the RCC decree he referenced. [AL-MAJID 
interview, April 4, 2004]. 

qATMflMi HASSAN SALMAN (hereinafter 

SALMAN), Deputy Secretary of the Northern Bureau Command, 
suspended the legal rights of residents in villages within the 

prohibited-security zone. 

1/2713, SALMAN wrote: 


In Northen Bureau letter Number 


His excellency has ordered that [legal] cases 
of people from the villages prohibited for 
security reasons or cases of the saboteurs. 
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regardless of their nature not be heard, and 
to freeze the cases that have already been 
heard, [attached as document #XX] 

When questioned regarding this document, AL-MAJID 
stated, "I do not remember this." He added that all Northern 
Bureau Command orders were issued by him and not by his Deputy 
AL-MAJID acknowledged SALMAN was the Deputy Secretary General of 
the Northern Bureau Command but asserted that he would not have 
tasked SALMAN with issuing such an order and SALMAN did not issue 
It in AL-MAJID's absence. He stated that all legal cases are 
matters for courts of law and not for security committees. AL- 
r^JID acknowledged, however, that he issued similar instructions 
to the courts in approximately June, 1987 when he directed the 
courts not to hear cases and/or to postpone cases involving 
individuals from prohibited zones. Villages in these zones were 
cleared of people, their residences demolished, and the residents 
relocated to government housing complexes. AL-MAJID reiterated 
that such an order would have been issued only by him and would 
have been logically directed to the courts and not to the 
security committees. He added security services were not in 
charge of the courts. When questioned about the authenticity of 
the document and whether he thought it was a forgery, AL-MAJID 
stated, "I do not know. Maybe."' [AL-MAJID interview, April 4, 

^ U U T J • 


The government's plan to eliminate the Kurds is further 
corroborated in letter Number 28/573 to the Command of the Iraqi 
Fifth Corps, dated April 13, 1987, classified "Top Secret and 
Confidential," and written by the Special National Defense Forces 
General Staff, a pro-regime Kurdish militia. This document is 
referenced on page 4 and in footnote 14 of the HRW report dated 
July, 1993, "Prelude to Anfal" section. The letter appeared to 
be in response to a verbal order from the Fifth Corps Commander 
and detailed the "final obligations in winding up {illegible) 
procedures for the termination of sabotage in the Northern 
Region, ^ [and] the manner and the priorities of implementing the 
evacuation and demolition of the security-prohibited villages " 
[attached as document #XX] . 

On May 14, 1987, AL-MAJID Issued letter Number 106309 
regarding the execution of first-degree relatives of "saboteurs " 
This document is referenced on pages 13-14 of the HRW report 
^ ® ^ y, 1993, "Prelude to Anfal" section. A handwritten note 

dated November 20, 1989, from the Security Chief, Interrogating 
Officer, Amn Office in Suleimaniyeh, refers to AL-MAJID's letter 
Number 106309. The document is referenced on page 13 of the HRW 
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report dated July, 1993, "Prelude to Anfal" section. The note 
provides details about an Iraqi citizen who petitioned for 
information about his missing parents and brother. It states the 
brother was executed July 12, 1987, as "a member of the group of 
Iranian saboteurs." The note further explains that the parents 
were executed May 19, 1987: 


in compliance with the order from the 
Struggling Comrade ALI HASAN AL-MAJID, member 
of the Regional Command that was relayed to 
us by letter number 106309 of the Security 
Directorate of the Autonomous Region, marked 
'Secret and to be Opened Personally,' and 
dated May 1, 1987, regarding the liquidation 
of first-degree relatives of criminals. 

[attached as document #xx]. 

A hand-written communication, Number 3324, dated May 
14, 1987, from the Security Director of the City of Halabja to 
Amn Suliemaniyeh regarding the execution of wounded civilians 
referenced cable Number 945 from the Command of the Fifth Army 
Corps and dated the previous day. Number 3324 stated in 
pertinent part: 


The Commander of the First Army Corps issued 
an order as requested by Comrade ALI HASAN 
AL-MAJID to execute the wounded civilians 
after the Party Organization, the Security 
and Police Departments and the Intelligence 
Center have confirmed their hostility toward 
the authorities; to use earth movers and 
bulldozers to raze the neighborhood of Kani 
Ashqan. [Attached as document #XX]. 

According to HRW/Middle East Watch (MSW) interview of a 
former resident, as documented in footnote 44, "Prelude to Anfal" 
section, this action and the reported destruction of some 1 500 
homes was punishment for an anti-government demonstration. 


AL-MAJID issued two significant and brutal directives 
regime's intentions regarding the Kurds. AL- 
^ personally signed the first directive. Number 28/3650, 

dated 06/03/1987, was issued to the Commanders of the First 
Second, and Fifth Army Corps, the Security Directorate of the 
Autonomous Region, the DMI, and the Iraqi Intelligence Service 

^i^®^tive detailed the protocols for prohibited areas 
and included orders to kill all humans and animals. Paragraph 
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one states: 

It is totally prohibited for any foodstuffs 
or persons or machinery to reach the villages 
that have been prohibited for security 
reasons that are included in the second stage 
of collecting the villages. Anyone who so 
desires is permitted to return to the 
national ranks. It is not allowed for 
relatives to contact them except with the 
knowledge of the security agencies. 

[attached as document #XX]. 


This directive was repeated word for word in 
communications between receiving entities and lower level units 
as, for example, in letter Number 4754, dated June 8, 1987, from 
Amn Erbil to all its departments and local offices. Letter 
Number 4754 is referenced on page 15 of the HRW report dated 
July, 1993, "Prelude to Anfal" section. 


AL-MAJID examined a copy of the letter written in 
Arabic. AL-MAJID admitted such an order was issued and sent to 
the referenced agencies and the military. AL-MAJID acknowledged 
the authenticity of the copy of this document and confirmed the 
authenticity of his signature on the last page. [AL-MAJID 
interview, March 21, 2004]. 


The second and most significant directive AL-MAJID 
issued was SF/4008 on June 20, 1987. The directive was issued by 
the Northern Bureau Command, signed by AL-MAJID, and stamped with 
the seal of the RCC's Northern Affairs Committee. The directive 
was conveyed to the First, Second, and Fifth Corps Command and 
provided procedures on how to deal with prohibited villages The 
directive stated: ^ 


In view of the fact that the officially 
announced deadline for the amalgamation of 
these villages expires June 21, 1987, we have 
decided that the following action should 
taken with effect from June 22, 1987: 

1- All the villages in which subversives, 
agents of Iran and similar traitors to Iraq 
are still to be found shall be regarded as 
out of bounds for security reasons; 

2. They shall be regarded as operational 
zones that are strictly out of bounds to all 
persons and animals and in which the troops 
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can open fire at will, without any 
restrictions, unless otherwise instructed by 
our bureau; 

3. Travel to and from these zones, as well 
as agricultural, animal husbandry, and 
industrial activities shall be prohibited and 
carefully monitored by all the competent 
agencies within their respective fields of 
jurisdiction; 

4. The corps commanders shall carry out 
random bombardments using artillery, 
helicopters, and aircraft at all times of the 
day or night in order to kill the largest 
number of persons present in those prohibited 
zones, keeping us informed of the results; 

5. All persons captured in those villages 
shall be detained and interrogated by the 
security services and those between the ages 
of 15 and 70 shall be executed after any 
useful information has been obtained from 
them, of which we should be duly notified; 

6. Those who surrender to the governmental 
or Party authorities shall be interrogated by 
the competent agencies for maximum period of 
three days, which may be extended to ten days 
if necessary, provided that we are notified 
of such cases. If the interrogation requires 
a longer period of time, approval must be 
obtained from us by telephone or telegraph or 
through comrade TAHER AL-ANI; 

7. Everything seized by the advisers and 
troops of the National Defense Battalions 
shall be retained by them, with the exception 
of heavy, mounted and medium weapons. They 
can keep the light weapons, notifying us only 
of the number of these weapons. The Corps 
commanders shall promptly bring this to the 
attention of all the advisors, company 
commanders and platoon leaders, and shall 
provide us with detailed information 
concerning their activities in the National 
Defense Battalions, [attached as document 
#XX] . 


Arabic. 
According 


AL MAJID examined a copy of this document written in 
AL-MAJID admitted issuing the order listed as item two 
to AL-MAJID, everyone, civilian and military, knew that 
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no one was allowed in those areas as it was a theater of 
operations. Anyone caught in those areas, including women and 
children, was to be killed. AL-MAJID denied issuing the orders 
listed as items four and five. AL-MAJID acknowledged the 
authenticity of the copy of this document and confirmed the 
authenticity of his signature on the last page. [AL-MAJID 
interview, March 21, 2004]. 

When questioned about his orders to execute first- 
degree relatives of saboteurs and wounded civilians, AL-MAJID 
stated he did not issue an order to execute first-degree 
^®l3.tives of saboteurs. He admitted, however, that in 
July/August 1987 he did order the "deportation" of first-degree 
relatives of saboteurs from prohibited areas. AL-MAJID issued 
this order to ensure the security of the cities. He was 
responsible for the security of the cities and areas within five 
kilometers of the cities. First-degree relatives included only 
the fathers of saboteurs. It did not include the female 
relatives such as an individual's mother, sister, or daughter. 

AL-MAJID reiterated that prohibited areas were those 
regions from which the Iraq Government had removed the citizens 
and relocated them to government housing complexes. The order 
regarding deportation of first-degree relatives was intended to 
force fathers to control the actions of their sons. After the 
gathering of people" into Iraq Government housing complexes, AL- 
MAJID stated that any acts of sabotage against the government 
would result in implementation of this order. AL-MAJID wanted 
the consequences of the actions of the sons who were saboteurs to 
be a "pressuring factor" on their fathers. AL-MAJID ordered only 
first-degree relatives be deported from prohibited areas so that 
the security committees did not expand the order to include other 
relatives. He acknowledged other relatives, including mothers, 
sisters, and daughters, could have elected to join relatives who 
had been ordered "deported" from prohibited areas. 

AL-MAJID admitted that Directive 4008 which he issued 
effective June 22, 1987, was still in effect at the time of his 
issuance of the order regarding first-degree relatives. AL- 
MAJID reiterated that anyone caught in the prohibited areas after 
June 22, 1987, including women and children, was to be killed. 
Directive 4008 was modified in September, 1987 to allow farming 
in certain areas. When questioned whether deportation of first- 
degree relatives to prohibited areas was tantamount to sentencing 
them to death because of Directive 4008, AL-MAJID stated, "Why 
would we deport them to a prohibited area [so that they would be 
illed] when we could kill them?" When the interviewer suggested 
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that perhaps this procedure was meant to minimize the "blood on 
the hands" of AL-MAJID and others, AL-MAJID offered no reply. 

AL-MAJID noted saboteurs and first-degree relatives 
were given one month to decide whether they wanted to stay or 
leave. If they decided to remain in government housing 
complexes, they were required to pledge not to commit acts of 
sabotage against the Iraq Government, [al-MAJID interview, Aoril 
4, 2004]. ^ 


AMN repeatedly referred to this Directive 4008 
throughout 1988. For example, a letter from Amn Suleimaniyeh, 
dated October 29, 1988, referenced the directive as the basis for 
"the execution of 19 accused, executed by this directorate 
because of their presence in the security-prohibited villages." 
This document is referenced on page 15 of the HRW report dated 
July, 1993, "Prelude to Anfal" section, and pages 1-2 of "The 
Camps" section. 

The Iraq Government's plan is further corroborated by 
AL-MAJID's own words as he discussed the Iraq Government's 
campaigns in the Northern Region in 1987 and 1988. On April 15, 
1988, AL-MAJID attended a meeting with members of the Northern 
Bureau and governors of the Autonomous Region of Iraqi Kurdistan 
during which he discussed Kurdish territory and prohibited areas. 
According to audiotapes of that meeting, AL-MAJID stated, in 
pertinent part: 

I will prohibit large areas; I will prohibit 
any presence in them. ...Now you can't go 
from Kirkuk to Erbil any more without an 
armored vehicle. All of this basin, from 
Koysinjaq to here (Kirkuk)...I'm going to 
evacuate it. I will evacuate it as far as 
Gweir and Mosul. No human beings except on 
the main roads. For five years, I won't 
allow any human existence there. ...If we 
don't act in this way, the saboteurs' 
activities will never end, not for a million 
years. ...In the summer, nothing will be 
left. [reference audiotape #xx]. 

On July 22, 1987, TAKER AL-ANI (hereinafter AL-ANI), 
Secretary of the Northern Affairs Committee, sent letter Number 
5083 to the First Corps Headquarters, entitled, "Executing 
Criminals." The letter stated: 
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The struggler comrade ALI HASAN AL-MAJID, the 
head of the Northern Bureau, commented 
regarding your mentioned letter. We have no 
objection to the cutting of the heads of the 
betrayers, but it would be better to send 
them to Amn for interrogation, as they may 
have useful information prior to their 
execution, [attached as document #XX] 

On September 8, 1987, the DMI submitted a report Number 
Ml/Sh3//Q2/19330 to the Northern Bureau Headquarters summarizing 
current Kurdish activity. The report stated: 

1. At 1600 hours, on September 3, 1987, centralized 
artillery strikes (using special ammunition) had been 
launched against three sites of the Iranian Agents 
along the Dokan-Beera Macroon line, which included the 
site where the criminal JALAL TALABANI would be 
located. Their casualties were two killed and 12 
injured from their leadership, in addition to a number 
of their saboteurs killed and wounded, and residents of 
the neighboring villages of the above mentioned sites. 

4. Commentary: After the air strikes (with special 
ammunition) launched against of the Iranian Agents' 
sites in April 1987, the mentioned group's headquarters 
received a number of chemical protective equipment from 
the Iranian regime, in addition to the issue of a 
special booklet by mentioned group, [attached as 
document #XX] 

The report was signed by SABIR AL-DURI, Director of the 
DMI, and copies were forwarded to the Presidential Secretary for 
HUSSEIN, the headquarters of the Chief of Staff of the Army, the 
RCC Northern Affairs Committee, Armed Forces Headquarters, and 
the Ministry of Defense Diwan. 

The April, 1987 air strikes referred to in the above- 
mentioned DMI report are very likely the April 15, 1987 strikes 
against the villages of Bergalou and Sergalou, and the April 16 
1987 strikes against Sheikh Wasan and Balisan. 

A cable, reference number 4350, dated September 7, 

1987, from the Northern Bureau to all regional security 
committees memorialized the details and instructions regarding 
the national census that were issued during a September 6, 1987 
meeting of senior Ba'ath Party officials which AL-MAJID chaired. 

A second version of this document is letter Number 2/237, dated 
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September 19, 1987, from Shaqlawa District Security Committee to 
a number of local party and police agencies. These documents are 
referenced in footnote 51 of the HRW report dated July, 1993, 
"Prelude to Anfal" section. At the meeting, preparations for the 
national census were discussed. "Subversives who repent" were to 
be allowed to return to the fold right up to the day of the 
census. No returnees would be accepted after October 17, 1987, 
however, "even if they surrender their weapons." Furthermore,' 
family members of "unrepentant saboteurs" could not remain in' 
government-controlled areas and were to be physically removed and 
forced to join "saboteur kin" in prohibited areas. Upon 
completion of an AL-MAJID ordered inventory of cases, "the 
families in question should be expelled to the regions where 
their subversive relatives are, with the sole exception of males 
aged between 12 and 50 inclusive, who should be detained." One 
of the documents list the ages as 17 to 50. 

According to pages 18-19 of the HRW report dated July, 
1993, "Prelude to Anfal" Section, the Northern Bureau ordered 
mass seminars and meetings to discuss the importance of the 
census scheduled for October 17, 1987. Those who failed to 
P^^^itipate in the census without a valid excuse would lose their 
Iraqi citizenship and would be regarded as army deserters, and as 
such, subject to RCC decree #677, dated August 26, 1987. 

■A<^d.itionally, those not participating in the census were no 
longer eligible for government services and food rations as they 
would no longer be considered Iraqis. With respect to 
identifying ethnicity in the census, individuals could only 
choose one of two options, Arab or Kurd. Furthermore, people 
could only be counted if they made themselves available to the 
census takers. For anyone living in a prohibited area, this 
meant abandoning their home and registering and living as a 
resident of a government-controlled town or wujama’a. 

On October 18, 1987, the Northern Bureau Command issued 
letter Number 1216 to remind all Security Committees and Security 
Directorates, in the Governates of the Autonomous Zone and the 
Governates of Diyala and Salah Al-Din of Directive 4008. AL-ANI 
signed this letter which is referenced on page 19 and footnote 
58 of the HRW report dated July, 1993, "Prelude to Anfal" 
section. 


HRW described the letter, issued the day after the 
census, as a stern memo to all security committees in Kurdistan, 
reminding them that aerial inspection would ensure that Directive 
4008 of June 20, 1987, was being carried out "to the letter." 

Any committee that failed to comply would "bear full 
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responsibility before the Comrade Bureau Chief." AL-MAJID siqned 
this letter. 


On January 3, 1988, RCC Decree Number 10, signed by 
HUSSEIN, modified some aspects of RCC Decree 677 but retained the 
following paragraphs: 

Paragraph one: The Party organizations shall 
carefully examine the situation of military 
deserters and draft dodgers who are. captured. 

Paragraph two: The death sentence shall be 
carried out by the Party organization, after 
that examination, on every deserter or draft 
dodger who is captured if the duration of his 
desertion or draft evasion exceeds one year 
or if he had committed the crime of desertion 
more than once.[attached as document #XX]. 

On November 22, 1988, Directive 4008 was again 
reinforced, this time in report Number Sh.2/17983, by (name 
illegible), Deputy Brigadier-General of Security, Director of 
Security of Erbil Governate, and addressed to the Directors of 
Security Branches. The report reminded the Security Branches 
that Northern Bureau Directive SF/4008 was still in effect: 

In accordance with the directives of senior 
authorities, it has been decided to apply 
Paragraph 5 of the message of Northern Bureau 
Command, reference 4008 of June 20, 1987, to 
anyone present in the prohibited 'no-man's 
land' areas {muharram) and the areas banned 
for security reasons imahdour) , without 
exception. Please be informed, take the 
necessary measures, and carry out. Let us 
know. [Attached as document #XX]. 

Muharram referred to the border zones cleared of all 
population in the late 1970s and denotes the empty land between 
two warring forces. Mahdour refers to the vast areas demarcated 
during the 1980s where all human presence was prohibited. 

AL-MAJID, during a meeting with the Northern Bureau 
summarized his actions in the Northern Region. The undated tape 
was IS in a batch dated January 21 and 22, 1989. AL-MAJID 
stated, in part: 

yoa remember, when I was placed in charge 
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of the Northern Bureau, I was also tasked 
with additional responsibilities-- 
administration, the relevant special 
services, the security and intelligence ones, 
the Army, and the civilian wing of the Party, 
and the military wing of the Party. These 
were my responsibilities, that's all. So, I 
was to work as I wished. Therefore, we 
started making our own decisions, and in some 
instances, even in violation of the 
Leadership's instructions. But Comrades, 
this was three months ago... 

When we made the decision to destroy and 
collectivize the villages and draw a dividing 
line [i.e., the so-called "red line"] between 
us and the saboteurs, the first one to 
express his doubts to me and before the 
President was TALI'A AL-DURI. The first one 
who alarmed me was TALI'A AL-DURI. To this 
day, the impact of TALI'A is evident. He 
didn't destroy all the villages that I asked 
him to at that time. And this is the 
longest-standing member of the Ba'ath Party. 

What about the other people then? How were 
we to convince them to solve the Kurdish 
problem and slaughter the saboteurs? 

So we started to show these senior commanders 
on TV that [the saboteurs] had surrendered. 

Am I supposed to keep them in good shape? 

What am I supposed to do with them, these 
[people]. Then a message reaches me from 
that great man, the father [SADDAM HUSSEIN], 
saying take good care of the families of the 
saboteurs and this and that. The general 
command brings it to me. I put his message 
to my head. But take good care of them? No, 

I will bury them with bulldozers.... 

Interviewers played AL-MAJID a portion of this 
audiotape. AL-MAJID acknowledged that the tape contains his 
words and his voice. He admitted that he ordered the destruction 
of homes within the prohibited zones after the residents were 
removed. AL-MAJID admitted that he held a separate meeting and 
instructed those under his command that no house was to remain 
standing within the prohibited zones. AL-MAJID also admitted 
that he told his subordinates that he would tour the prohibited 
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zones and if his orders were not carried out completely, he would 
hold the section commander responsible. [AL-MAJID interview 
March 21, 2004] . 

AL-MAJID also admitted that the second segment of the 
tape, from approximately 9:55 to 16:06, was his voice and his 
words. AL-MAJID stated he believed this meeting took place in 
April, 1987, rather than in 1988. AL-MAJID stated that those 
present included the Governors and Ba'ath Party Secretary 
Generals of each province of the Autonomous Region of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. These provinces included Irbil, Dohuk, Suleimaniyeh 
Kirkuk, and Mosul. 

AL-MAJID stated that in the audiotape he is speaking 
about the "gathering of villages" in the northern Kurdish region 
of Iraq. In the audiotape, he explains the difficulty with 
moving safely between cities in the north and the numbers of 
"martyrs" who suffered at the hands of saboteurs. AL-MAJID 
encouraged those present to "speed up the process" of gathering 
or collectivizing the villages in the north. 

An audiotape segment from approximately 3:28 to 4:25 
was played for AL-MAJID and contained the following: 

If you remember, when I was placed in charge 
of the Northern Bureau, I was also tasked 
with additional responsibilities [including] 
administration, the relevant Special 
Services, the Security and Intelligence ones, 
and the Army, and the civilian wing of the 
Party, and the military wing of the Party. 

These were my responsibilities, that's all. 

So, I was to work as I wished. Therefore, we 
started making our own decisions and in some 
instances, even in violation of the 
Leadership's instructions. But Comrades, 
this was three months ago. 


AL-MAJID acknowledged the recording was his voice and 
his words and identified the content as a meeting held by AL- 
MAJID with KHAZRAJI, KAMIL SAJID (hereinafter SAJID), the Army 
First Corps Commander, HASHEM, the Commander of the Anfal 
Operation, TALI'A AL-DURI, outgoing Army Fifth Corps Commander, 
YUNIS ZAREB, incoming Army Fifth Corps Commander, and the 
Secretary Generals of the Ba'ath Party Sections. AL-MAJID 
believes this meeting took place in late 1988 or early 1989. 
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AL MAJID stated despite the impression given on the 
^udiotape that he was the official in charge of the meeting and 
in charge of the military, he was only responsible for the cities 
and "what was in between the cities." Specifically, AL-MAJID 
stated he was in charge of the "security of the cities" and the 
"security committees of the cities" during the period he served 
as Secretary General of the Northern Bureau Command. He added 
that he "had nothing to do with Iranian intelligence." AL-MAJID 
reiterated he was only in charge of cities and roads connecting 
cities in Northern Irag. The Iraqi military was in charge of all 
other territory within that portion of the country. Within 
cities, AL-MAJID commanded military forces, intelligence 
services, security services, and all other government agencies. 
AL-MAJID stated he was in charge of the cities of Suleimaniyeh, 
Bazyan, Chamchamal, Koysanjaq, Al-Rabie, Kirkuk, Alton Kopri, 
Erbil, Shaqlawa, Hareer, Zakho, and Khabat. He added that he was 
in charge of the provinces of Dokan, Mosul (except Aqra), and 
Kirkuk (except Qader Karam). 

AL-MAJID again acknowledged his voice and his words 
on a segment of the same audiotape beginning approximately at 
8:25 and concluding approximately at 9:28. AL-MAJID confirmed 
the tape was recorded at the same meeting with KHAZRAJI. AL- 
MAJID explained he met with KHAZRAJI because "he had work" and "I 
had work." AL-MAJID remembers complaining to KHAZRAJI during 
this meeting about the delay by the military in leveling villages 
where residents had already been removed. According to AL-MAJID, 
the village buildings needed to be removed as they often served 
as sanctuaries for saboteurs. He added that after removal or 
"deportation" of villagers, the army was responsible for removinq 
"what was left." 


AL-MAJID acknowledged criticizing TALI'A AL-DURI, for 
failing to destroy the villages in a timely manner. AL-MAJID's 
complaint placed the responsibility for handling this matter upon 
KHAZRAJI. AL-MAJID stated this audiotape shows he was not in 
charge of military forces in Northern Iraq during this period. 

If he had been in charge, AL-MAJID would have removed AL-DURI and 
not just complained to KHAZRAJI. [AL-MAJID interview April 4 

2004] . ' Jr- / 


ANFAL CAMPAIGN (1988) 


Anfal is the term used by the Iraq Government to 
describe its military campaign against the Kurds. Anfal, meaning 
spoils," referd to the first battle in 624 A.D. between Muslims 
and non-Muslims. The Anfal campaign had eight stages of which 
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the first seven were directed at the PUK's territory and the last 
at KDP's territory. 

The first Anfal targeted PUK strongholds Bergalou and 
Sergalou from February 23, 1988, to March 19, 1988. The second 
Anfal targeted the Qara Dagh region from March 22, 1988, to April 
1, 1988. The third Anfal targeted the hilly plain known as 
Germain from April 7, 1988, to April 20, 1988. The fourth Anfal 
targeted the Valley of Lesser Zab River from May 3, 1988, to May 
8, 1988. The fifth Anfal targeted the mountainous region 
Northeast of Erbil from May 15,1988 until operations halted on 
June 7, 1988. Operations were re-initiated as the sixth and 
seventh Anfals in July and August 1988, respectively. On August 
26, 1988, the PUK controlled area was declared clean of 
saboteurs. The final Anfal targeted the Badinan area and began 
on August 25, 1988. On September 6, 1988, the Iraq Government 
declared victory by declaring general amnesty for all Kurds. 

Anfal 1 

SULTAN HASHEM, who at the time was the 1®*" Corp 
Commander, advised the mission of the Anfal Campaign was to 
remove the Kurdish population from the Northern area of Iraq, and 
either destroy them or make them flee to Iran. HASHEM commanded 
three Army Divisions and 100 Battalions in the First Anfal 
Campaign which consisted of approximately 80,000 soldiers With 
the number of military personnel under his l4adership S' 
weaponry at his disposal, HASHEM expected to overpower and defeat 
the Kurdish resistance. 


HASHEM utilized artillery, armor, infantry, and 
helicopters during the First Anfal, which took place from March 
1, 1988, until approximately March 20-21, 1988. HASHEM did not 
have direct operational control over other air assets (Air 
Force), but could request those resources when needed. There 
were nine different avenues of attack utilized in the First Anfal 
which were designed to allow for the Kurds to flee across the 
border to Iran. (HASHEM interview, June 1, 2004) 

Anfal 3 


_ □ 

1 


[ age iz at the time, resided in 


and hi s three younger sisters^ 
(nine) 


J (eleven 


(hereinafter 
: village i 
his mother. 


_ One morning in April, 1988 

and Jahsh surrounded his village. The villagers were told^they 


(ten), and 
Iraqi Special Forces 


be 
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were being taken to the city where they would then live. The 
villagers were loaded into carts pulled by the villagers' own 
tractors, and were driven away. When the caravan got to the 
city, they continued to drive through to a fort in Qoratu where 
they were detained for ten days with very little food and water, 
People died from starvation, and women were raned and killed 

_J_T__ ^ I T -r w I r- 


During their detention at Qoratu, 


observed Iraqi 


officials from military. Military Intelligence' (Istikhbarat ), and 
Directorate of General Security (Amn AL-'Am) . 

From Qoratu they were taken in large trucks with no 
windows to the Army Camp at Topzawa. At this point, the men were 
separated frgrr^_ths_SiiDTnen and children and were housed in another 


building. |_[could see the building where his father was 

kept, but never saw his father again. They stayed in the camp in 
Topzawa for approximately thirty days. 


stated that the 


While at the camp in Topzawa, _ 

guards teased the children with food. The guards placed food at 
a distance and told the children that whomever ran the fastest 
and got to the food first could eat it. When the children ran to 
the food, the guards kicked it over and spill it. 

One early m orning, thi rty large, windowless trucks 
arrived at the camp. I 1 and the others were herded onto 

— f . rur . ks and rode all day with no food and very little water. 

_[stated that three children on his truck between the 

ages of approximately six and seven died during the ride. Also 
on the truck was a woman who went into labor. She was foaming at 
the mouth from dehydration and | | was able to sneak her a 

small bit of water that was meant for him. 


When the trucks stopped, everyone got out and was given 
some water. Their hands were then tied behind their backs and 
they wer e blindfold ed. They were then forced back into the 
trucks. [ was able to get his hands untied and removed 

his blindfold once he was in the truck. 

When the trucks stopped for w hat turned out to be the 
last time, the back doors were opened. saw pits which 

had been dug into the ground. The dirt that was removed to make 
the pits was piled behind each pit. Standing by each pit were 
two soldiers, each of whom wore camouflage uniforms and red 
berets and was arme d with AK-4 7s. There were as many pits as 
there were trucks. | | and the others were forced out of 

their truck and fell into a pit where they laid, tired and 
starving. No one was screaming or fighting which led| | 
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to believe that the water they had previously been given had been 
drugged. Once they were sll in the pits, the soldiers started 
shooting them. I I looked around and that saw the woman 

who had gone into labor while on the truck riddled with bullets 
in her head and stomach. | ~| stated that her brains were 

coming out of her head, and that her stomach was torn apart by 
the bullets and he could see the unborn baby. 


was shot in his left shoulder. At this 


point, he ran toward the soldier who sh ot him, gra bbed him by the 
legs, and pleaded with him in Kurdish ' ^ 


- I_I could tell by 

the look in the soldier's eyes that he did not want to be doing 
what he_had been ordered to do. The other soldier became anarv 
and yelled in Arabic. The angry soldier then threw! | 


his lower back on his right side. At that point, 
played dead. 




Jin 




The shooting finally stopped and the soldiers gathered 


saw bulldozers 
was in t he pit 


together and talked in Arabic. 

beginning to cover up the holes. |_ .was lii 

furthest from the bulldozers and decided to escape. i 
saw a young girl who had not been hit by a single bullet and he 
told her they needed to escape. She told I Ithat she was 

scared of the soldiers and that she would — ' - ' 


not leave, 


,__ crawled out of the pit and laid on the pile 

of dirt next to it. He made a space for himself so that his 
outline could not be seen by the Toyota Landcruisers that were 
patrolling the are a with their headlights looking for survivors 
and shooting them. [ '-^ 


moved from one dirt pile to the 


next until he eventually p assed out, By the time he awoke, 

everyone had been buried. _ walked for several hours and 

encountered a group of dogs which began barking. The dogs 
surrounded him and b arked until their owner came outside. The 
man spoke Arabic and! I was unable to understand him; 


however, t he man took 


^n and gave him food and water. 


. stayed with this man for a night or two, but was then 
[iiovea po^ own in order to get medical attention for his wounds. 

was taken in by an Iraqi family and stayed with them 


Ior nearTy two years before being reunited with an uncle, 
interview, March 8, 2005]. 


The following seized documents and statements detail 
some of the Iraqi Government's actions during the Anfal campaign 
According to AZIZ and AL-DURI, only HUSSEIN could authorize the 
use of chemical weapons. As previously demonstrated, HUSSEIN 
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either personally authorized or delegated the power to authorize 
the use of chemical weapons. 

The April, 1988, monthly report for the Northern 
Region, Number 9879, dated May 18, 1988, from Brigadier General 
(signature illegible), Deputy Director, General DMI to the 
Subdirectorate of Military Intelligence, Eastern Sector, 
referenced special strikes and "special ammunition." Paragraph c 
of the report states. 

After the special strikes against the 
villages where the headquarters and bases of 
the agents were, their organization 
distributed a quantity of medical supplies 
against chemical strikes (injections and 
pills) among the inhabitants of those 
villages as well as neighboring villages. 

[attached as document #XX] 

The report also provided a number of reasons for the 
defeat of the agents and/or saboteurs by Iraqi forces including 
"the intensity of the artillery bombardment by our forces and the 
use of 'special ammunition' led to heavy losses among them." 

On April 26, 1988, the Ministry of Defense (MoD) issued 
letter Number D/A/51 to the Army Chief of Staff Headquarters 
entitled, "Procedure." The letter, by Staff Navy General ABED 
MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH (hereinafter ABDULLAH), the Secretary General 
of the MoD, noted: 

The Deputy to the General Commander Minister of 
Defense has read the DMI letter, marked Secret, personal and 
Immediate, #8368, dated April 23, 1988, and commented as 

follows: 

1. To create more of a psychological impact 
than what has been established, no objection 
regarding directing special ammunition 
strikes if there is a target which deserves 
punishment. 

2. It is requested that operations be 
renewed, and I believe it is being discussed 
now with Comrade ALI HASAN, today April 26, 

1988. [attached as document #XX] 

On May 12, 1988, the DMI submitted report Number 
M5/Sh3/Q2/9540 to the Army Chief of Staff Headquarters 
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summarizing the results of Anfal operations from February 26, 
1988, to May 10, 1988. The report detailed casualties sustained 
the sabotage groups, and identified the Iranian agent group, 
PUK, as sustaining the heaviest casualties because operations 
where focused in their territories. According to the report, an 
estimated 1,200 agents were killed or wounded. That estimate 
included casualties resulting from Special Strikes. The report 
also listed sites and bases of the sabotage groups, infiltration 
routes of the sabotage groups within their territories, and 
results of a meeting between representatives of the sabotage 
groups in which they agreed to integrate their offices. The 
report was signed by AL-DURI. [attached as document #XX] 

On May 15, 1998, HUSSEIN responded to the DMI via 
Office of the President report #9540 which stated, "It is 
necessary to keep momentum and chasing them, and not allowing 
them to reorganize themselves." [attached as document #XX] 

The report was addressed to the Chief of Staff of the Army, and 
signed by Presidential Secretary AL-HUMMADI. Copies were 
forwarded to the MoD, the Northern Bureau Headquarters, and the 


The ^ DMI began to document measures the Peshmergas took 
to defend against chemical weapons strikes. These Iraqi reports 
not only confirm Iraqi's use of chemical weapons, but also 
document the measures the Iraqi military took to increase the 
effectiveness of its chemical weapons strikes. 

On March 7, 1988, the DMI submitted letter 
#M5/Sh3/Q2/4797 to the Special Security Organization (SSO) which 
noted the instructions Iranian agents' leadership gave to 
"saboteurs" when exposed to chemical weapons, [attached as 
document #XX] 

On April 28, 1988, the Presidential Secretary forwarded 
a memo from the Military Industrialization Institution (Mil) to 
the DMI regarding the Peshmerga’s activities, and requesting the 
DMI's opinion on the subject. The Mil had obtained the following 
information on the net of the 21 "^ Turkish Border Brigade: 

2. The Iraqi military units will attack the 
site of the First Branch in the next two or 
three coming days with chemical weapons. 

3. Peshmerga members are attempting to move 
closer to Iraqi military units in the zone, 
to protect themselves against chemical 
attacks, [attached as document #XX] 
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On April 30, 1988, the DMI 
#M5/Sh3/Q2/8859 to the Presidential 
HUSSEIN which stated: 


submitted a response 
Secretary for presentation to 


1. After Anfal operations carried out by our 
troops to (traditionally) strike the sites 
and bases of the sabotage groups, and special 
strike the site and bases, the majority of 
the sabotage groups in the Northern zone 
became aware of these operations, and were 
expecting our troops to carry out similar 
operations. 

2. The sites and bases of the first branch 
of the Descendants of Treason - BARZANI Group 

who exist on the Iraqi border zone, are 
highly aware of being struck by our troops 
(including the Patriotic Defense Regiments) 
with special ammunition as in the Anfal 
operations. They have taken some procedures 
to deal with that, and they have evacuated 
part of the site and some of their bases near 
the Turkish territories. We are not sure yet 
if ^ the saboteurs have moved closer to our 
units in the mentioned zone. [attached as 
document #XX] 

Anfal 5 


T_ . May 22, 1988, the Secretary General for the MoD 

submitted letter #D/A/5l/8 entitled, "Results of Anfal Operation" 
to Army Chief of Staff Headquarters. The letter contained 


1. After ending the operations in the Suran 
sector, operations should be carried on with 
rnorn 0 ntu.m in tli 0 B^hdina.nsGctor', 

is useful to gather intelligence on 
the locations of the saboteurs there, and 
special strikes should precede our wide 
action. Please take the necessary 
procedures. [attached as document #XX] 


of Staff Senior Secretary to the Army Chief 

NABIL HUqqE™f^ a ABDULKADER HUSSEIN (hereinafter 

ABIL HUSSEIN), submitted memo #R A G/30/6545 to the MoD Diwan 
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entitled, "Anfal 5 Operation." The letter stated: 

b. Strikes with special ammunition were 
launched on May 15, 1988, against sabotage 
groups in the Fifth Corps sector.... 

2. Operations of chasing and destroying 
sabotage groups are continuing in the First 
Corps and Fifth Corps sectors according to 
the plans prepared for this purpose 
(Operation Anfal ), and Anfal 5 operation will 
be carried out in the Fifth Corps sector in 
the following phase, [attached as document 
#XX] 

On June 2, 1988, the Northen office of the DMI 
submitted report #Sh3/Q3/l041 to the DMI (Sh3) entitled, "Fifth 
Anfal Operation." The report included the following: 

2. The Iranian agents and other sabotage 
groups have made use of lessons learned from 
previous battles with our troops during 
operations in the First Corps' sector {Anfal 
1,2,3,4), and they had the time to enable 
them to take the following procedure: 
e. Completing distribution of chemical 
protective masks, individual decontamination 
equipment, and training on the use of the 
equipment, [attached as document #XX] 

On June 10, 1988, the DMI submitted report 
#M5/Sh3/Q2/I1325 entitled, "Anfal Operation" to the Army Chief of 
Staff Headquarters. The report noted initiation of the fifth 
Anfal in which Iraq troops were to hit and destroy sabotage 
groups' sites and bases in the Fifth Corps' sector. The report 
also included the following casualty summaries: 

a. (58) killed, (72) injured from the 
saboteurs and their families as a result of 
special strikes. 

b. (42) killed and a number of wounded as a 
result of our troops' activities, [attached 
as document #XX] 

The report was signed by AL-DURI and copies were 
forwarded to the Presidential Secretary for HUSSEIN, the MoD 
Diwan, the Northen Bureau Headquarters, Secretary General of the 
Armed Forces Headquarters, Operations Department, and the Fifth 
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Corps Headquarters. 

via letter°SK/2?L"f;om"th; Sfficforthr^Jes^^nt? 

in sector 45 is imperative. Do 
the necessary. [attached as document #XX] 

that contained HUSSEIN's orders^^°^ ' ^ HUMMADI prepared letters 

month of March 1988, our aircraft 
bombed the headquarters of the sabotage banL 
villages of Saywan and Balakajar in a 

of resulted in the death 

or 50 saboteurs and the wounding of 20 other 
saboteurs, [attached as document #XX] 

occurred ofter™ sf"[ 98 ^" referenced attack 

ranging from 78 to 87 were'almost al? Svilian “?he‘^r2erb“®‘' 
were located outside nf -n '--Lviiian. me rebel bases 

Sayvran in referred to aa Sayw SeSn br^rKurd^'^ “ ' 

. July 10, 1988, MoD sent letter D/a/ri ! ^ /i/iito 

report #13081 daLd Julyl, "^988sS^d! 

1 . ,It is necessary to exhaust them with 
aerial weapons and anti-personnel weapons 
prior to starting the mission. ^ 

prevent cooperation and 
supplies to and from the area. 

3. Special ammunition might be needed if 

there is a collection of saboteurs, [attached 
as document #XX] LdLuacnea 
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lifted as 

aid SJaraSnerr“r^4no® SI launchers 

Villages. wellq the complete razing of Kurdish 

Final Anfal 

Report #16093, dated December 3 3 i qrr o u 

peSSSt pIS!' 1988. The document stated, in 

...six British journalists arrived in the 
triangular border region of Iran, Iraq and 

saboteurs who had come from 
the above sector via Turkish territory and 
interview them about the chemical strike 
undertaken by our forces, [attached as 
document #XX] 

MULLAH RAR 7 AMT^^^a traditional mountainous heartland of 

sss k:“ -s as:- 


In 1985, the family of 


j-ciiiij.xy or I I 

Iraqi government and deported from 
era to a make-shifh hrMioci _i_ / _ xxum 


■D^ I vex inner 

Kurdis?L AirS"?^^e Maraneh (near Sosya) , 

SoSh- 


ssSoSStioSis:sid£ieEfs3[isXSy”\S 


be 

b7C 


53 





163I-HQ-1462938 


military deserters or, as with 

^ rv^ rv««X-v ^ 1 1 ^ . 


to of IS'pSiltrSar^p^SiTHST! f J 

Cove.„ --ntion „aa to fo.« fhose who ofpo^Sd 


des^rtd^ct relocations faxlSS to pr oduce^h^ 

errect. Instead of succumbing to the pressure 

_ i. . 'L 


and ofhena adapfed fo thifrsn^nounSn/aS^S^plW^d 


Other member s off 


Between 1985 and 1987 f 
^■u n j_ ■. ^ . ' I 


Jfamily were also relocated. 


mother, his sister-in-law and her 


, . , , - ^^ niuLiier, nis sister-nn 

c ildren, and finally his sister were all deported f 
sister was ^{=^ 7 ^ 07 ^ 1 - 0 /^ __ , * 1 


sister was deported because she was accused of proviW^I^- 

assistance to the Peshmerga by working as a seaLtress,^ 

Iran-lraa T' immediately after the end of the 

^ ^ War, the Iraqi government began massing its forces in 

villaSs that^tL^T^^°'^^^^ spread from the surroundinc 

villages that the Iraqi army was on the move. “ 

small Vi 11 ?'' attacked Avoke a 

wi^h^heiLl! near Spindar, 


wicn cnemical weapons. | land his fsmilw 

Wlksitili east Of AvokUS iarSS";,.; 


Maraneh was 
witnessed the 


. ^--j. o »3Cl&U Ui. HA/Q 

Situated at a higher elevation than Avoke 


after the attac 


people who returned from Avoke shortly 

-Ks that the Iraqi forces had used chemir^i 

weapons. Although most of the residents hsd ^ 

to ths -U , lesioents nad fled to caves prior 

also killed some sheep and wild turkeys^'in Srarea^^^E^en 


gas. Some of the people with 
difficulty breathing 


also began to experience 
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Once the attack on Avoke beqan 

-I ___ .. _ ^ ^ 


_ S3.W thLOU.S3.ncis O’F ■hr'rhrM^c! i~ i..-j_■ /- _ _ 


"?3vancing from all 


ti;e''«Se?3hr:inrin or 

throughout Badinan^with a^t illerJ'^Ld^aircraf t^^del ' 
conventional and chemical weaponL _ As Ir ani f^rSs qSIcSy 

?ravSinq™wSh°Mm^® north,^^and several famnLs 

dirIctiSn S to travel through Zebar in the 

airection of Kafia, east of Gara Mountain. The qrouo 

SL1iS£-- 


By the time^ 


-] T ■* ,~ "I ireuched ICufis, the Insoi fDT'r’(=>c3 ur;:ac 3 

already preparing to surround the village Hundreds of famiiioa 
from several neighboring villages had already flS to thJ are^ 
and supplies were scarce. Some considered surrenderina ho 

-llaboraforfSrJSg^^onicSrs 

collaborSoS"that-o&^J®ot?i«rsa?5 

but I don't know what Saddam will do." ' ^ 


Fearing capture. 


higher elevation! orthrOaWuSJai!?^" ?SeTwalt\"rtL^rfo^" 

whL they Sard^Op'^ return to Maraneh and were almost there 
Septe^e^ 6 amnesty announcement over the radio on 

beptember 6, 1988. Even as he anno unced the amnesty, however 


SADDAM HUSSEIN showed no compassion, 
referring to them as "insects." 


recalled HUSSEIN 


children ' he situation.- in addition to his 

wi£etS'w“"her tSS SjmL^er 

she would suffer arSI hSSs of thriraq“SoSSf ff 

SfwffLff-eff w2 ^SgrtfhfidtSgiLif 
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an Ansyrian^wh^^I^^Jlao iorgo4^o“urr:nd?r‘’"S4 SeSj"? 

l"q? Une3""r^:at"h an the'd^nfcSoroiTL 

i-v, ? ’ -1 watched as the Iraqi helicopters traineti 

towa^r^^^h^ surrendering villagers as the group walked 

ward them A member of the surrendering party raised his white 

SarL facf.'^surLSeSng 

feared the helicopters would shoot them right there- howeveT- 

K^r mountain in the 


Kani Masi . . _ 

(date of birth 1917^ • ’‘'•i Sq 


never saw or heard from his mother 


uy/b), - 

(1987) ti ia daughters. I' 
daughter,f 


: 


_L11973) 

I (197^T-r 


~l n Qtn ' . Va-; r. 


fis, 


ana nis brother's[ 
_l(193 7) , and sond 


_ _, . ly 77} , infant 

(1988) ; his si ster. I ~l 

^ wifeJ 


(handicapped) 
(1968) . and 


(1967: 


After his 
family 
surren dered, 
and the 
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two others 
traveled north 
over the Gara 
Mountain. The 
group was 
forced to 
travel very 
slowly and 
cautiously due 
to the large 
number of 

Iraqi troops. Normally only a two hour journey the trio took 

^o?H times, they were within L arm^^ lenqS of Sai 

soldiers, but they managed to avoid capture. ^ ^ 





On September 12, 1988, 


„ , , 7 “' —I_I reached the outskirts of 

Gara Mountain) . The concentration 


Spindar 

+-^ ■ 7' -- wj. yjctj.ct I'-iouncain; . The concentr-st 

o^erSoSng"the"vin?o"°J°'“' ^roup to remain on 

g llage for approximately six days. They 
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medicines from homes 

aht-aoLrt S„ en abandoned village that had not yet been 

-p ■ -1-1 j ^ the items left behind (a single baby sock a half- 

had^litM^ f single shoe), it appeared that the occupants 

had little warning before fleeing. pcuiLs 


By the time 


mill-, -u 1" 1"'' _preached Spindar on September 12 thp 

village had already been burned . While living on thrMlli 
overlooking the village, |and his aroun Lr.hlT 

bulldozers enter the area each day and topple structures^ Each 
night they would retreat due to the threat of KSeSa 
counterattacks. Sometimes the army would use explosives to 

buUdings. The destru^tim., which S days. 


■t -v_i.c:o L_ 

very slow and deliberate. In all. 


twenty to thirtr^uriSIngs , ^t as'^f 

trying to erase anv sion Mrcih t-Va,c. 


wae 




and the 

way to Turksv. 

1 1 : 


interview, 


3 a.v_.Ldjj cvciiuuaiiy maae tnei 
never saw or heard from his family again 
lary 17, 2005] . 

family members add pion to providing pictures of his missing 
lamiiy members, provided a list of 193 a,. 


cases photographs, of Kurds^whS su^LeLred to’^tL l^faJ'^fnrnL 
and disappeared. All 193 Kurds, inclugrggr "-" ' - n faS?v 
presumed dead. [Attached as Enclosure # xJb- ' 

HRW documented 13 primary sites of chemical attacks in 

deaths is unkno™ pLg . 

were "exposed^°to'chem^^ Anfal Section, states that 49 villages 
wind-bSSr^speJsa? ' including those affected by 

Eyewitness Account of the Attack 
on the Villiaqe of Kane Ralsn-l 


In approximately August 1988, i 
staying in an Assyrian yillage, Kane Ba lavi, m the Barwari fifl 1 - 
ea north of Dohuk. She stated that yillagers were warned by 
the pro-regime Kurdish militia, Jahsh, that the ISqi S?!tary 
was approaching and they should leave the tti l l hiqo ^ 

Irr ;gr^th:?r^;?i;LC I tS'lraS military 

would eitSS £e"“sSd"L^\?s:i,‘L"Lrs^:7Se“fsr*^"°'''= 

HUSSEIN°hL^ campaign. Kurds were told that SADDAM 

sgcgng g^gl"""^The f 'h -"'11 Btart the 

g p. The Kurds interpreted this statement to mean onc( 
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the war with Iran had ended, HUSSEIN would divert all of his 
attention and military efforts toward the Kurds. 

evening, at approximately 10:00 pm, the oeonle in 
packed essential items and food on mules and left 
walking toward Turkey. More than a thousand men, women 

hid^in^the animals, walked all night and 

aircSft detection by Iraqi 

ircraft. The journey took approximately two weeks. The 

illagers ran out of food and were forced to purchase wheat from 
Turkish smugglers operating in the mountains. 


When the villagers finally arrived at the border thev 
were stopped by the Turkish military and were refused pni-nw 

Villagers were forced to remain at the 
Oncf inSde into T^JLy. 

o? fiie dfvs ?L Sni®® " “ four 

It Villagers were out of food and went without 

anything to eat for more than a day, while awaiting Turkish 

for^fatlr ^h^ villagers spent two day^ieSching 

tor water. The villagers stayed in the valley for 10 days. 

V, i-n , conditions were very harsh. The villaaers did nnh 
have blankets, tents, beds, food, or clean wate?aiS®s^?feied 
from starvation. During this period,!-lestimated SJr 

diJrrhel °^The^dS^'" people died as a result of 

diarrhea. The deceased were buried in the valley. After 10 

‘^^°ss and Red Crescent arrived, set up tents and 
’medical care. when the Red Cross began to hand 
ut bread, people were so hungry, they swarmed them like animals. 

to relocate^thJ^'Jnf^ Government brought approximately 17 trucks 
CO relocate the villagers from the valley. They piled in the 

back of the trucks and were crammed together like "sheep " The 

V V' villagers in the trucks begged for food from 

Kurdish passers-by, who threw bread into the trucks to help them. 

Oi ■ rrn the trucks arrived at a refugee camo in 

opia, Turkey, and the villagers were placed in tents Thev 
were placed approximately 15 to a tent. EveryoSe waa forceSto 

bread and eat without utensils. |-1 estimated 

that the re were approximately 17,000 refugees a t the cam p 

suffered from severe burns as a result of 


— —1 i. -- i-ium aevere Durns as a r^■F 

ch emical we apons attack while others had difficulty breathing 

^ fled their homes as a result of the Iraqi^ 
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military campaign. Soon after 
were taken away by the Turkish 


_I arrived, 

government. 


the burn victims 


Hundredc, began to suffer from severe diarrhea. 

Hundreds died every day as a result of the sickness A rumor 

AccSdlnq poisoned the food, 

Accoraing to|_^_| the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) looked 

into the cause and determined thflV. the bread given to the 

refugees had been poisoned, f l interviL. January 21 , 


bG 

b? 


^ Government appeared to become more secretive 

about Its chemical weapons production after the end of the Iraa 

reSa?dTnS bL Governorate of Erbil to all branches, 

notes? secrecy of documentation regarding chemical weapons 


Pursuant to the memorandum from the Honorable 
Office of the Presidency, number 4 / 4 / 11/44154 
of December 4, 1988, a decision has been 
taken to give all letters (memoranda) which 
contain information about the production of 
chemical weapons the highest degree of 
secrecy. Take all necessary measures, keep 
this memorandum to yourself, and sign for its 


This document is 
dated July, 1993, 


referenced in footnote 20 of the HRW Report 
"Final Anfal" section. 


stoD the Ku?d?S^^^ primary purpose of Anfal was to 

p the Kurdish insurgency inside Iraq. Most of the Kurdish 

population lived in Iraq near the northern border iTth Trin A 
decision was made to relocate the population at least a 

settlements 100 or mire miles inside 
relocation was accomplished in a "harsh manner." 

Governor? ?f\h?^^^ relocation, including AL-MAJID and the 
Lrovernors or the region, were "idioi-c; n jn A' 7 T' 7 ir. 

quickly^S^SiberTo 


asked for member was informed or 

to the start of Anfal. No RCC member 
mSir details became known through the 

tSe S tS, "justified for 

ty of the nation. m retrospect, AZIZ admitted that 
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n°t have 

It was not his way of doing things." [AZIZ 
interview, February 2, 2004], ^ 

AZIZ acknowledged that, in the sense of collective 
responsibility, he should be held answerable for what the 
government did in general terms, but the man who holds the full 
accountability is HUSSEIN. Originally, when AZIZ was in the RCC 

items for Scf ' 

by each'member ^^ade, they were typed up and signed 

RCC membSf “gned ‘‘^ttsions were not implemented until all the 

In the early 1980s, Anfat campaigns f ebiuafy - Scplempef 19BS 

HUSSEIN decreed the jr* 

Chairman of the RCC 
could decide matters 
on behalf of the 
entire RCC. Later, he 
decided anything 
decreed by the RCC 
would become law. In 
addition to these 
legal measures which 
essentially turned the 
RCC into HUSSEIN'S 
personal "rubber 
stamp," there was the 
chilling effect of the 
July, 1979 meeting 
where Ba'ath members 
were killed. This 

matter^^r?7?r®^^^°"'°^ with HUSSEIN a life or death 

maccer. [AZIZ interview. May 6, 2004] 



SABIR provided a historical account of the events that 

onSSinQ^^Ld^th^°T^^^'^'’'^f^ Campaign. The Iraq-Iran War was 
ongoing, and the Iraqi military successfully concluded a fnii-r 

c“Sn5S“o ?hr?Snian miStLy 

continued to shell Basrah, causing the Iraqi military to draw ^ 
forces from other battle fronts to defend ?he city ^rL 

Iraa°"'Dar?icula''?'^^'^''^^^ shortage in the Northern Region of 
Iraq, particularly in the area of Suleimaniyeh. Iran took 

situation in the Northern Lgion anS conspired 
Kurdish opposition groups led by BARZANI and TALABANI^ The 
mentum of the war shifted toward Iran, prompting Iraqi 
Government officials to develop a new strategy. Icco^ding to 
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HUSSEIN, AL-MAJID, ADNAN KHAIRALLAH (hereinafter 
Kimi^LLAH) , ^ and KHAZRAJI, developed the strategy for the 
Northern Region. SABIR stated that his role as Director of the 
DMI was to gather intelligence and disseminate that intelligence 
level Iraq Government officials consisting of President 
HUSSEIN, the Minister of Defense, Army Chief of Staff, and the 
residential Secretary. The intelligence was studied by these 
recommendation for a plan of action was 
subsequently implemented. 

^ The deployment of chemical weapons during the Anfal 
Campaign was at the sole direction of President HUSSEIN The 
c communication to utilize chemical weapons during the 

SeSetSrv^airthen'^t'^ from President HUSSEIN to the Presidential 
secretary and then to the Army Chief of Staff or Minister of 

weaoSns' delivery method of the chemical 

weapons. If the chemical weapons was to be deployed via the Air 

DeSnse° irth^rw passed through the Minister of 

etense. if the CW was to be deployed via artillery or other 

through the 

theL was^a Corps Commander. SABIR admitted that 

f n division within the Iraqi Army known as the 

Chemical Disbursement Division (CDD) which was responsible for 

f “-buting the 

me Army Chief of Staff or the Deputy Chief of Staff waQ 

SIlR'^stJJed^that^^ located at the A1 Bakr Base. 

I Coro^Sf a chemical weapons advisor was attached to the 

I Corps of the Iraqi Army during the Anfal Campaign. 

SABIR understood that the Anfal Campaign had an 
announced purpse and a hidden purpose. The announced purpose 

the Northern Region of iL? 
adequate housing, and improve their quality of life 

SABIR concluded the interview by stating HUSSETN d-iti 
not care about anybody and would have don^ mytSng s^av ^n 

I?S^'and\S?^h^°5' that stated that HUSSEIN destroyed 

him to suffef ^SAR?r'"?^ HUSSEIN put to death, but wants 

niin CO sutler. LSABIR interview, June 11, 2004]. 
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AMIRI) 

Bureau 

powers 

people 


In welcoming HASSAN ALI AL-AMIRI (hereinafter AL- 
as his successor as Secretary General of the Northern 
on April 15, 1989, AL-MAJID discussed the reduction of 
associated with this position and the disposition of 
in the prohibited areas: 


It will no longer be allowed for a member of 
the leadership to have power over the army 
because the exceptional situation is over/ 
These powers are not being withdrawn from 
Comrade Hassan Ali because he is not up to 
the task, but because that stage is now 
finished. 

From June 22 (1987), anyone who was arrested 
in those areas was to be killed immediately 
without any hesitation, according to the 
directives which are still in force. 


Decree ill Decree #272, dated April 23, 1989, amended RCC 

Decree #160 and ended AL-MAJID'S extraordinary powers This 


HALABJA 


TARIQ AZIZ admitted during an interview that the firei- 
confirmed use of chemical weapons against a civilian population 
anywhere in the world, occurred at Salabja, Iraq! Malch 1988 

been°deSlo^ speculation that the weapons may have 

been deployed to deter Iranian forces from occuovina HalahHs Uo 

occupi^HrLjSatid'not 

stated that he learned more about the attack 

showed ^^feS^rn ^^^'^..^'^^Halabja produced by the media which 
showed a few corpses of men, women, and children who died as a 

weJe killed Lrin^^he atJack^^""’^'^ 

use HUSSEIN held the authority to order thf 

^ weapons. KHAIRALLAH and KHAZRAJI asked for and 

received this power from HUSSEIN during the war. However in 

withdrew this authority from them 
^IRALLAH told HUSSEIN this would "weaken" the military's 

his power to act decisively and quickly. Thereafter 
HUSSEIN returned the authority to order the use of chemiSl 
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irHalahHa KHAZRAJI, and they used these weapons 

at Halabja According to AZIZ, HUSSEIN did not specifically 

order the chemical weapons attack on Halabja, but was notified 
afterwards HUSSEIN told AZIZ, "Halabja w^s not my decision It 
was in the hands of KHAIRALLAH and KHAZRAJI." At one point 
afterwards, HUSSEIN said the chemical weapons attack was not 

HUSSEIN was "bothered" by the attack because of the 
nternational ramifications and "outcry" from the world 
community. AZIZ noted HUSSEIN did not punish, reprimand or 
remove either KHAIRALLAH or KHAZRAJI from their pLition^ 

Have been his response when^someone' s 
lack of negatively on him. AZIZ is unsure whether the 

lack of punitive action by HUSSEIN implied his post-event 
approval. [AZIZ interview, February 2 T 2004 ]. 

and the halabja fell under Iranian control 

ana the city of Suleimaniyeh was being threatened SABIR and h-ic: 
Deputy, HAFIQ AL SAMARAI (phonetic), Lre tre^Sflng “ the 

tilitary positions when an 

on nilabia Once'^h'" them of the chemical weapons attack 

if learned of the attack, SABIR traveled to the 

city of Kirkuk and met with KHAZRAJI. During this meetina 

SSzSS K^IRALLAH, who was in Kirkuk wi?h 

laun^'^^'cL received orders from President HUSSEIN to 

launch a chemical weapons attack on Halabja. Once KHAIRALLAH 
received the orders, he telephoned the Commander of the Air 
Force, HAMEED SHA'ABIN AL-TIKRITI (hereinafter AL-TIKRITir and 

attaL on planes that conducted the CW 

were from the A1 Bakr Base. SABIR learned from 
other detainees that detainee HAMID RAJA SHALAH AL-TIKRITI 
Squadron Commander stationed at the Al Bakr 

hKLT^ conducted the CW attack on 

naiaoja. [SABIR interview, June 11, 2004]. 

SABIR was under the impression Halabja was under 
ranian control, and was not aware of a nuirber of Iraqi citizens 

attick^'^^SASR Hiring the chemical weapons 

o^Sa^ahif claimed the decision to utilize chemical weapons 
on Halabja came quickly, and the DMI was not consulted ^ 
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giilVi#R;:w8s 


ANTAL campaign 
lULA^AHj^IRAO 

33-1 MSN 045.;59-lSE)r ' 




.fjS carFTFii.\ 


1991 INVASION OF KUWAIT 


The FBI obtained a copy of the video footaqe of the 
chemical attack on the village of Halabja. The footage which 
appears to have been recorded by an Iranian film crew? depicted 
events leading up to the attack, and the aftermath of the^attack 


Iraq and Kuwait are parties to the 1925 Geneva 


Protocol, the 1949 Geneva Conventions, and the 1954 Haaue 

"tioSs of'’?9i9^^"'^?:' ^ thffoSfLneva 

clvT??Sn2 ^ protect noncombatants, such as 

civilians living in occupied territory, and prisoners of war. 
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HUMMADI stated the fiasco of invading Kuwait was a 
decision completed in 30 minutes. During an RCC meeting, HUSSEIN 
recited an old farmer's proverb that claimed it is better to cut 
our necks than to cut our sustenance. HUSSEIN listed the reasons 
for invading Kuwait and then canvassed the committee members. He 
asked AL-DURI what he thought and AL-DURI sarcastically protested 
that Kuwait was a country. HUSSEIN asked AZIZ, who was wise 
enough to convey a subtle, indirect warning without openly 
opposing HUSSEIN's judgment. AZIZ explained if an invasion were 
conducted, predictable consequences would follow. At this point, 
AZIZ took 10 minutes to lay out the sure-to-follow adversarial 
responses of the Arab League, the United Nations (UN), the United 
States, and the rest of the Western world. But, AZIZ knew that 
if he did not approve HUSSEIN's plan, he would be thrown out. 

When AL-MAJID was asked his opinion, he shouted, 'Crush them!' 
[HUMMADI interview. May 27, 2004]. 

While in United States' custody, HUSSEIN stated that 
after the 1980-88 war with Iran, Iraq was trying to rebuild. 
HUSSEIN likened the situation with Kuwait as similar to two 
individuals fighting. The fight ends and the two parties go 
their separate ways. Thereafter, one of the previous disputing 
parties is bothered by someone else who also wants to fight. 

Then, there is no choice but to fight again. 

According to HUSSEIN, Khomeini and Iran would have 
occupied the entire Arab world if it had not been for Iraq. As 
such, Iraq expected the Arab world to support them during and 
after the war. However, Iraq saw the opposite regarding support, 
especially from Kuwait. At the end of the war, as Iraq began the 
rebuilding process, the price of oil was approximately $7 per 
barrel. In HUSSEIN'S opinion, Iraq could not possibly rebuild 
its infrastructure and economy with oil prices at this level, and 
he believed that Kuwait was especially to blame for these low oil 
prices. 


In an effort to solve the situation and stimulate 
economic recovery, Iraq sent DR. HAMMADI, Iraqi Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, to Kuwait. HAMMADI's conclusion, and that of 
the Iraqi leadership after the meeting, was that the oil price 
situation was not just the responsibility/work of the Kuwaitis. 
Iraq believed some other entity, some larger power, was behind 
this "conspiracy." 

Iraq also sent government officials to Saudi Arabia to 
convince the Saudis to pressure Kuwait. There, the Deputy 
Chairman of the RCC met with the brother of Kuwaiti leader Prince 
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Sabah. In addition, the Saudi Minister of Oil came to Iraq and 
held talks about oil prices, the Iraqi economy, and the actions 
of Kuwait. HUSSEIN claimed that a Kuwaiti official said, "We'll 
make the economy in Iraq so bad, an Iraqi woman will sleep with 
you for 10 dinars." HUSSEIN told the Saudis that if Kuwait did 
not stop interfering in Iraqi affairs, he would make the Kuwaiti 
dinar worth 10 fils. 

HUSSEIN stated when Kuwait was faced with facts 
regarding "stealing" Iraqi oil by slant drilling, they admitted 
to having taken "only two and a half billion barrels." They 
stated this fact "as if it were nothing." 

Regarding problems with Kuwait, Iraq sent delegates to 
other Gulf countries, the names of which HUSSEIN does not 
remember. These delegates explained the Kuwaiti and Iraqi 
situation. The other countries promised to correct oil prices at 
the next Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
meeting. 


At that meeting, HUSSEIN recalled a decision was 
made to fix oil prices at $16-17 per barrel. Kuwait concurred 
with this decision. Thereafter, the Kuwaiti Minister of Oil or 
Minister of Foreign Affairs stated Kuwait would not abide by the 
OPEC decision. 

Regarding loan debts owed to Gulf countries as a result 
of support received during the Iran-Iraq War, HUSSEIN stated 
these were not loans and were supposed to be free aid from these 
countries. The countries originally used the word "loan" as a 
formality to disguise the purpose of the funds. When Iraq was 
informed the money were actually loans, Iraq held discussions 
with these countries, including Kuwait, to resolve these debts. 
Because the money had been "registered as loans" to Iraq, Iraq 
could not secure loans from other countries in order to rebuild. 

HUSSEIN stated he twice discussed a change in oil 
prices to $25 per barrel. Once, when the price per barrel 
reached $50, HUSSEIN wrote a letter, dictated to AZIZ, which was 
sent to the Thoura newspaper. In the letter, he told the oil- 
producing countries they should not take advantage of 
industrialized nations. HUSSEIN asked them to reduce the price 
per barrel to $25. He commented this was strange at that time as 
Iraq had oil and could use the money. When the price dropped to 
$7 per barrel in 1989-90, HUSSEIN called for an increase to $24- 
25 per barrel. In HUSSEIN's opinion, this price would not burden 
the consumer or hurt the producer. 
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the invasion of Kuwait^where^the^matt'^^^^^^^a°^ prior to 

leadership had hoped the Saud“ wSSld^hnSr^eJe" ""Ind ’ 

Arabia?"but’'«tSjShnsucoS2fSl “?hS«ft2r^the“ 

opposed or voted against invasion members 

oTr^^he^Lc-^isrsS 

stated, .. „as S^fSLtSrciairS^^Lnd. 

to "defend^y fJtackfnf-"“ussEirf 

baaed upon hLtoricS faota Satina thath^“f“^h'^ invasion 
Kuwait is a part of Iraq? stating that history dictates that 

announced." That of invasion was "the one 

decide what kind ofSefath tu ® ''° themselves and would 

the Kuwait SaSS SissE^ShtShTw^^^ *°r 

against Iraq, KuSaStSnf alSSabSSSrSf "rieilT^r’' 

S5S?of leavinSKu^aitSSn Ue Irlal 

invasion. They were controlled by the United StatS. ’ 

united StaSfSd irSher'oSSShSooS" " The 

mobilize forces for war in ?? 9 ? ?hno k r®"" 
because of the perceived miliihint/ mobilization occurred 

This threat motivated US o^litiM Iraq's power. 

Iraq. m addition, the ab?J??i oroo^° 

profit from war also motivatfod^a, '^°^P^nies to earn financial 
The preemptive strike by Iraa action against Iraq, 

defensive lines could not Kuwait was conducted so that 

lack of Ameri?L ?or?er?n KuS?T reiterated the 

"conspiracy. " mean there was not a 

allow Kuwaitis^the^?iS?^?o^^H invading Kuwait was to 

with Iraq." HUSSEIN d^ied th^dehMltlon "tinted to deal 

whir??^?udedT?rlme"Srn™fan5" established after^S^lSSE, 
HUSSEIN denied Iraqi ECC membS ™inisters. 

of Kuwait. He added the Knwpn't-n- appointed Governor 

Iraqis." When queSi^nL decided to "join the 

HUSSEIN replied "Sr??LT5 ? they were given a choice, 

Piiea, Did Iraqis agree to join the United States in 
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PrSaident Qassem. ' a Province of Iraq under 

percent af ?™qf 

people now'5" The for-r-i^c! o-f r^^-l^ is the opinion of the Iraqi 

longer than Irlq'oSSpf^dlueaif “hSrc^unSef ^ 

to this as they are not Arab m’rqQPTM f • ^ ^ right 

discussion saying ^wr^in n^F ™ ^ finished this portion of 

are needed to'^dJLu^^ JhL SatSr and Maye 

Advocate °aPa«nent of the Army, Judge 

199"^^ (JAG) was based on investigations conducted by the 

lyy MAG) , St. Petersburg, Florida, and the lao ^ 

Washington, D.C. [The report is attached is'dfcumenfkx] 

evidence According to the report, the 199"^ JAG collected 
residents of Sair"" committed against citizens and 

Kuwaitis a°r;?;:rSepSii^sforsst!"c‘?L:srt^“?sj“" 

prayi^ S^Selrroofr 2nd''Sth^®'^T^°'’''^i'^ilians ' found 
me^ers^of the Kuwaltl^Ly^? 'aS^SStSint^^Sag. 


Kuwaiti meSLi”eco“s"°ti?it”'for"h"°“'''' investigation of 
of Kuwait from August 2,' 1990 ^to MaJoh''r°l9 9 f i^ap occupation 
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5?S fo?cS\^uJsr.sr- 

r-r--ir pfL“-%hlTr3i-e - 

these forms^nf ^ H°^ believe Iraqi forces committed them because 

liS s/Sors-f 

|ei ?So^rpl“c?rTS“ 

SSssLVS^SfheUuL'pSiiSfa"S^p“se"at ^SafciSe. ' 

during 

^^9:in"as.idM;^L?rreJ?iad he 

friends." ^ ® person who gives away his 

T?=.K HUSSEIN was questioned regarding a letter dated 

February 19, 1991, from HUSSEIN KAMIL (heLinafte? ^ 1 ? ■ .v, 

name of Iraqi President HUSSEIN to AL-^SJS 

in part, chat the Iraqi military shouirSmove any and Jlf ' 
gSssISUt'jrd'^tt^'" """=*■ will aid in thr?Su?Sinfo? Iraq 

?ree?dLf:^fy^^^S?^:?^ S“°?hfp“""d"U? L^^S'the 

?or hirwaro?do?ng°?hings''"^ TOslEIN^'"^^^®''^d w^^Lown 

tranalator'^and askSd Sh«E« thf!e«L Sferred'to 
HUSSElS'^stated^thlt^h '^° things from Kuwait itself!* ^ 

service H^stet^Vr telephone 

hS S ™ :L“StS^1e?iSerS 

LbSSnate tn^^^ simply a letter from one minLter 

taken to Kuwait Sy lSqr?orc;s: ^Hl5SilN°it2ed"L°LS"nor?sLe 
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KuLif thif 

were Si 

Without his knowledge, HUSSEIN stated "There are ^ 

0V0irvwh&!irf^ 'p’<=i ^i^amtt > ■ ^ 3.ir0 d3.q 0l0m0nts 

(™iL) IS dead now." HUSSEIN denied knowledae 

sss ssf SI pSSieirsisiiisissssrs 

IlfISIlldSelS"’ *"'' HUSSEIN acknowledgid the 

reitSJted Jhe conveyed in an official manner. He 

reiterated the official method of issuance of such a ^pt-^r^-K- 

SiSlefSiSilf S' "“S'" " clllnilISS SS 

Liie eresiaential Diwan to, in this cas?^ AT-iwaTTr mu ■ -: 1 

the^r spcifically enumerated the powers being delegated^to 

2004]?'^^^^^^ ' case, KAMIL. [HUSSEIN interview, March 3, 

?ppllreT?o°LSSIel1Sili|S, Illsif lirSS L-f 

Geneva Convention. HUSSElSstated'^the 

Slhl lllS h have pUllSd ISlIrlSl 

Villagers while others would lay hi r-grouo of 

SIS Su ““^"9 "Hd pnshiirtiii isSd Thi 

Iraqi military was not always in control or aware of 
circumstances regarding captured individuals because 

SaUtiof Sr^s"'"""" by 

1 • j Regarding coalition POWs captured in 1991 hussftw 

SlSlIarS had bean abualfS ™|Sfin 

,n ^ military or the Iraq Government. But admitted thar 
have "behaved in a bad manner" and that he was 

HUSSFTW^ personal knowledge of the matter 

HUSSEIN added he would provide such infoLation if Se wJre aware 

SdS'thll SI IlnS '’"hscribes to the Koran, a documenl lulr 

SIS till rl il SSll°TI"S°"; ""h Arab tradition 

HUSSEIN neither confirmed nor denied that all coalition 
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those who conducted the investiqltion msdSti f 

h- :=-f 

Jnee^SiSos"--ding to .how 
systeL weS^^noperat?yfd;"nrt^f l^sf Iraqi communications 

Sf rpS.?rhar?-“Jh^¥= ° a^\he 

siroFtS^'h^Ff “ 

by the entire TrJF e f widespread practice conducted 

W nne entire Iraqi military, HUSSEIN replied, "I answered." 

HUSSEIN maintained that he did not Question 

inSuLthof ?o"“rtL^=“iJ“rorSLrth“fa?Lg\^?io“ns'’“^^ 

P^dotS! m?gh1 

capture. [HUSSEIn' inSrviL, ^Mafch^lf had^participated in their 
Iraqi invas^ofand'^Scipftiofof^LS^^ciusSr^erM^U 

hihFFr^B ssSh™ fs£ f 

questioned whether evidence supported theL^KS^Sti asserSoSf"" 

ss:“liSg|SS~^ 

Kuwait „ou?d want L^e^KisfL^^rto"! -SuigrrcountJJ^^”^ 
have the r^^f “ SaS^en?^ 
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The interviewer told HUSSEIN Kuwait never asked for- 
compensation for the damages suffered durina thr?reJf 

aaJ ?cr tte rSiri If 6^5 

Kuwei>'° date, been returned. HUSSEIN stated these 

Kuwaitis were not "captives" and are missing as characterized bv 
UN resolution. He stated that many "stories and novels have ^ 
been woven" around this issue, similL to th^ma^te? of LaSI 

aSSsJtioL''Kf (WMD) but that the Kuwaiti POW 

hSSe?n stated thar"" to the WMD rumors. 

uufabtiN Stated that individuals often become "missina" durincr a 

war and provided, as an example, the one coalif f fndifiSl 

Still missing from the first Gulf War and the thousands of Iraais 

Kuwaitis, ^S5sSSrs?aJS"'that KSSSiJ''Sowrthe?? faL^^\SsSEIN 

of V ■*- acknowledged AZIZ SALEH AL-NUMAN was Governor 

AL mjiD f occupation and reported dfelfff 

AL-MAJID, the Iraqi Minister of Interior at that time IrLi 

HUSsSN^does^'^®f^'"'^"'®''K^®'^ AL-NUMAN's duties as Governor. 

ShetSr thi%rr whether he appointed AL-NUMAN or 

Whether the RCC appointed him by decree. 

President' s? S"ls^aLo"°ffSljjSafIfSf r'c ffSt“fif" 

h*'® 9iven L high-ralking 

K ^ liltary, to judges, and to general directors 

fhfd ^ "republican" directive. HUSSEIN explained that 

the Iraqi system did not prevent the President from submittina 

subaequent 

“CS f ™ 

h f -Wh^f ftfffmff ISf: d“f i“of-£vefflfwSf 

on a "republican" or Presidential directive. 

NUMAN with the^RCc'!’^^^^ discussed the appointment of AL- 

HUSSEIN was questioned regarding Irag's use of 
fft fit Waf®°®' westerners as human shields during the 

cenfrfild miiif f f "T? “®"' eommuhications 

centers mTqcjTPTUT ^ such as communications 

centers. HUSSEIN claimed that he did not remember whether such 
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volunteers existed in 1991. The translator read HUSSEIN an Iraa 
Government communication from QUSAY HUSSEIN concerning the usage 
of Kuwaiti prisoners as human shields. HUSSEIN stated that he^ 
had no information about this letter, and answered only, "i 
answered when informed that American forces had recovered the 
document from an Iraq Government building. HUSSEIN asked whether 
the captives discussed in this communication were ever questioned 
about being held in Iraqi captivity or being used as humar 
LStlve.^ Stated that Iraq released all the Kuwaiti 

2 0 03 misdocument was dated March 14, 
2003, HUSSEIN stated. It is a forgery. It is impossible." He 

suggested the communication be examined closely to determine 

^ thought it was dated 1991. 

HUSSEIN stated if the document is truly dated 2003, it is a 

that Iraq did not have captives in 2003. 

UP ? HUSSEIN was not the type of person to "make 

il reiterated that experts in the United States and 

scrutinize this document for authenticity. 

[HUSSEIN interview, March 11, 2004, interview]. 

HUSSEIN stated that HASHEM, and SALEH, Second Corps 

positions and viewpoints were the same as 
those of the Iraqi leadership: to secure a cease fire and to 

Iraa ^ of foreign forces from Iraq. HUSSEIN stated 

Iraq had no goal of continuing the war and desired a cease fire. 

1 QQ 1 questioned about other items discussed by Iraq at 

HUSSEIN stated he did not reLrrJie? any 
requests other than the withdrawal of foreign 
territory. In HUSSEIN'S opinion, the fighting 
ave continued without this withdrawal. HUSSEIN denied 

received permission to SSJinue 
flying helicopters. He further denied knowing the purpose of 
such an Iraqi request. purpose or 

AL-MAJID claimed he was summoned to an Iraqi leadershin 
meeting on August 7, 1990 with HUSSEIN and other Iraqi leaders ^ 

tLt AL'^MATTn^^^'^iS^ the meeting, HUSSEIN announced to everyone 

Kuwait. At the time, SABAWI HASAN 
IBRAHIM AL-TIKRITI (hereinafter SABAWI), HUSSEIN's brother was 
already in Kuwait. HUSSEIN's declaration to the Iraqi leadership 
authorized AL-MAJID and SABAWI to "manage" Kuwait Sl-NUM^ was 
appointed Governor of Kuwait and was -iLluded" ]n the 


The work in Kuwait was divided into two parts; SABAWI 
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served as Director of Intelligence in charge of security of 
Kuwait and AL-MAJID was responsibile for maintaining 
organization" among the various Ministries. SABAWI was in 

Security Committee of Kuwait which included members 
from various government components including intelligence 

the police, the military, and the militia. AL- 
MAJID stated that he and SABAWI had equal overall responsibility 

O'V’02r i\.ij.w3.iL. 


AL-MAJID knew of the destruction/sabotage of the Burgan 
and A1 Rumaila oil fields by the Iraqi military. AL-MAJID 
claimed that this "operation" was neither his responsibility nor 
under his control, but rather fell under the direction of the 
Iraqi military. [AL-MAJID interview, February 4, 2004]. 

THE 1991 UPRISING 


fHr-« K one day after the Gulf War cease- 

f in Basra. Within days, the rebellion 

Najaf, Hilla, A1-Nasiriyah, Al-Amrah, 
Samawah, Kut and Diwaniyya. At one point, all but two of Iraq's 
provinces were in open revolt. ^ 

Issued decree #64, dated March 9, 1991, which 
granted the following powers to Ba'ath Party officials [Enclosure 


91'^nt comrades, members of the Regional Command 
of the Socialist Arab Ba'ath Party, or members of the 
Revolutionary Command Council who directly supervise 
the forces and columns that face resistance from the 
groups of traitors and agents who are supported by 
Iran, the power of the President of the Republic to 
reward and punish. 

2. To grant the Vice Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Command Council the powers of the Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Command Council for the purposes 
mentioned in paragraph 1 of this decree. 

3. To grant the Minister of Industry and Military 

Industrialization the powers stated in paragraph 1 of 
this decree. a 

4. This decree shall be in force from the day it is 
issued until the end of the crisis. 

5. The Ministers and pertinent authorities must 
implement this decree. 
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thp riilf AZIZ stated that on March 4, 1991, two days after 

the Gulf War cease-fire, the RCC signed and released RCC 
Resolution #64 which gave governors control of military forces in 
eir territories. All of the RCC members except AZIZ, who 

B^ahdJd outside of 

p f time. AZIZ was working on implementing UN 

Resolutions 687 and 688 which involved the repatriation of POWs 
HUSSEIN on occasion, but spent most of his time with 
® °f j^ilitary Intelligence, General SABIR AL-DURI 

AZIZ believed that in actuality, the RCC was not consulted on 
tKt^it^S^d^ although they may have heard of it. AZIZ believed 
in a f to give authority and power to the governors 

in a time of crisis, but there would have been no voting or 
feedback, only HUSSEIN's order. [AZIZ interview. May 6, 2004]. 

AL-ZUBAYDI stated after the United States liberated 

^^USSEIN telephoned him and directed him tf Savel 

believed HuSpin^^h^^^ southern city of Nasiriyah. AL-ZUBAYDI 
® HUSSEIN chose him to resolve the 1991 Shia Intifada 

^ peaceful manner because he was a Shia. Even 
ough he is a Shia, AL-ZUBAYDI considered himself a Ba'thist and 

^9 Iran causedJha 

1991 Intifada, and learned that they were revolting against the 

government According to AL-ZUBAYoi, there was w^de^sprJad 
Ba^ath^P^^? at Iraqi government officials and 

i?aS staJSd Nasiriyah. AL-ZUBAYDI maintained that 

occuoJ SaS rL V because they wanted to invade and 

occupy Iraq. The Republican Guard and Special Forces were 

arrived to quell the uprising when AL-ZUBAYDI 

t££il? 5^-2UBAYDI remembered conducting meetings with various 
g leaders, and elders in Lsiriyah ij an 

attempt to resolve the situation in a peaceful manner. 

KAMAL must™ ^w^f AL-TIKRITI (hereinafter 

K^L MUSTAFA) was the Commander of the Republican Guard Forces 

Army in Nasiriyah during the 1991 uprising. The 

nSm^ assistant, was AZIZ SALIH AL- 

NUMAN. AL-ZUBAYDI stated that the Republican Guard Forces and 

accS^t^o^ equipped with light weapons and did not have 

interview. May helicopters. [AL-ZUBAYDI 

AL-ZUBAYDI adamantly denied ever killing anvone 

dSiS''thri 9 9 ^^?''g'f °5 witnessing any executions or atrocities 
uring the 1991 Intifada in Nasiriyah. AL-ZUBAYDI stated thaf 
President Saddam Hussein should be held responsible for the 
violence that occurred during the 1991 Intifada. [L-z5bSSi 
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interview, June 5, 2004]. 


AL-ZUBAYDI's statements are inconsistent with media 
video footage showing the Iraqi forces use of helicopters and 
tanks to regain control in Southern Iraq. Additionally, there is 
video footage of AL-ZUBAYDI physically assaulting a detainee 
which contradicts his statement that he resolved the uprising in 
a peaceful manner. ^ 


March 1, 2004, a day after the United States ended 
Its offensive military operations in Iraq, KAMAL MUSTAFA received 
orders from HUSSEIN KAMEL to take a regiment of Special 
Republican Guard (SRG) troops to Nasiriyah with AL-ZUBAYDI, 
reorganize the party and reassign responsibilities. This 
involved reappointing employees and selecting and assigning a new 
Governor. KAMAL MUSTAFA understood his instructions were to 
travel to Nasiriyah and establish command to run the Army at 
Nasiriyah. Once he met up with AL-ZUBAYDI, KAMAL MUSTAFA was to 
provide protection for AL-ZUBAYDI's command, remain two days and 
turn the situation over to the special forces. His main task was 
to protect the command by setting up check points and securing 
the route of travel. Once secure, he was to use local units to 
replace his troops and withdraw. KAMAL MUSTAFA was not told 
about rebels, revolution or uprising. He was never told to 
"clean up the cities." 


The regiment that KAMAL MUSTAFA assembled to deploy to 
Nasiriyah consisted of four companies of infantry troops, a 
support company and a headquarters company. These companies were 
made armed with light rifles, medium machine guns, RPGs, rocket 
launchers, and were accompanied by a mortar platoon, an air 
defense platoon and a 106 anti-tank gun element. Each company 
had a radio communication system. AL-ZUBAYDI arrived at the SRG 
Headquarters at 3:00 a.m., and the entire regiment departed 
Baghdad at 5:00a.m., southbound for Kut. The regiment traveled 
in a caravan. AL-ZUBAYDI and the command element traveled in the 
the'^g^Lp^^ HUSSEIN'S bodyguards traveled with 


the group learned from a party member that 
disturbance in Al-Hayy. The Governor informed them 
that the Mayor was missing and that party members had been 

regiment came under fire as they arrived outside of 
They responded with RPG and light weapons fire. AL- 
nn H regiment should deploy. The regiment broke 

to ^ companies deployed on line and prepared 

o retaliate. An hour later, the regiment entered the city. 
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There were no targets for the support weapons, rather, the 
regiment used light and medium machine guns and RPGs. All of the 
attacks were visual. The advancing forces came under fire and 
returned fire, although it did not last long as there was no 
resistance. The enemy had apparently thrown down their weapons 
and retreated. AL-ZUBAYDI and the Governor of Kut put the city 
in order. This happened while KAMAL MUSTAFA and the regiment 
were still there. Some party members, police and some of the 
Governor's men were still fighting. Some people were captured, 
but the SRG did not debrief or transport them. [KAMAL MUSTAFA 
interview, April 29, 2004]. 

AL-MAJID denied personal knowledge of any persecution, 
including executions and imprisonment, of Shia Muslims living in 
southern Iraq in 1991, and denied personal knowledge of the 
destruction of Shia villages during this or any other time. 
[February 4, 2004 interview]. However, on January 2, 2004, AL- 
MAJID stated that he and other military commanders had received 
orders from HUSSEIN to execute any Iraqi civilians who were 
uprising against the Iraqi regime. On March 2, 1991, AL-MAJID 
arrived in Basra where approximately 200 Iraqi civilians were 
being detained by the 51st Division under the command of SAIF 
ALDIN AL-RAWI. Of the 200 civilians detained, 36 were being held 
at Saad Circle, in Basra, for committing crimes against the Iraqi 
Government. Of the 36, all but two had admitted to the crimes. 
However, the two were implicated by the other 34. AL-MAJID 
executed the two by shooting them with a rifle to make an example 
out of them. AL-MAJID claimed he released the other 34. 

[Attached as Enclosure #] 

Regarding the 1991 Uprising, HUSSEIN stated that within 
a day of the cease fire of 1991, "some elements" had initiated 
sabotage operations in the southern Iraq cities of Basrah, 
Nasiriyah, and Amarah. Later, this activity spread to the 
northern cities of Suleimaniyyah, Erbil, and Kirkuk. HUSSEIN 
stated the groups conducting these operations were "pushed by 
Iran," and Iraq captured 68 Iranian intelligence officers who 
were later exchanged for Iraqi prisoners. 


-I ^ ^ uprisings, most bridges in Iraq had 

already been destroyed, electricity was unavailable, water 
service was sporadic, and food supplies were minimal. In the 
aftermath of the war, these factors contributed to general unrest 
in the country. HUSSEIN stated that "elements" participating in 
the uprisings were a mixture of thieves, rebels and "those from 
Iran," whom HUSSEIN described as individuals from Iranian 
government services, Iraqis of Iranian origin, and Iraqis who had 
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escaped" to Iran. Their nationalities were difficult to 
determine with any degree of certainty because many had 
intentionally destroyed their citizenship documents. 

HUSSEIN stated that in reasserting government control 
of the country, Iraqi leadership considered the southern area of 
Iraq a high priority as Iraqi forces primarily encountered and 
fought Iranians in this area. After order was restored in 
Southern Iraq, government forces focused on the Northern Region 
where Iraqi forces met little or no resistance. The fighting in 
Northern and Southern Iraq lasted approximately two months. 
HUSSEIN stated, "God made us victorious." Thereafter, according 
to HUSSEIN, Iran continued to insert groups of 10 to 15 people 
into Iraq to conduct operations against the government. However 
these individuals were, for the most part, thwarted by members of 
the local population. Ultimately, following an agreement between 
Iran and Iraq, these hostile operations ceased. 

HUSSEIN characterized the uprisings in 1991 as 
insurgent activity conducted by "outlaws and thieves." He did 
not consider the insurgents to be revolutionaries. When asked 
what factors allowed these disturbances, HUSSEIN answered that it 
was support from Iran, weakness of the Iraq Government after the 
war, and possibly assistance from coalition forces. He noted 
that the war had weakened all government institutions, including 
and the military. Gradually, however, the Iraqi 
military grew in strength and eventually overcome these rebels. 
According to HUSSEIN, the Iraqi military's "blade got longer and 
longer." He acknowledged, however, that the Iraqi military's 
weakened state created the opportunity for this "lawlessness" in 
the first place. 


^ HUSSEIN believed the goal of the insurgent activity was 
to gain control of Iraq. In his opinion, Iran supported 
insurgent activity in 1991 after Iran failed to gain control of 
Iraq through the previous war with Iraq. Iran wanted to control 
all, or at least a part, of Iraq, and particularly the southern 
portion. HUSSEIN believed Iran also wanted to extend its power 
to eastern Saudi Arabia and the entire Gulf region. 


the Iraqi Provincial Governors control of 
the military during the Uprisings to protect the people and the 
state and to re-establish security and a "normal life." The 
people and the nation were threatened by widespread killings 
theft, arson, and general destruction, all of which had to be 
brought under control. HUSSEIN denied knowing the specific 
methods that the Governors and the military used to reassert 
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control. HUSSEIN stated, "They were given the authority, and 
they carried it out." HUSSEIN claimed that he did not ask for 
details of the operation but did request and receive status 
reports regarding the progress of operations. 

HUSSEIN denied that the Geneva Convention applied to 
this situation, claiming it only applied to wars; that is, only 
to situations when a foreign country is an occupying power. He 
claimed the Geneva Convention was applicable to attempted coups 
or internal unrest involving crimes like burning and looting. 

When asked again what restrictions were placed on the Iraqi 
military during the 1991 Uprisings, HUSSEIN replied that an 
Iraqi, whether civilian or military, knew what was acceptable as 
humane behavior and that there is no need for someone to have to 
tell them how to behave. 

HUSSEIN stated, "I am responsible for what I decide" 
and added that he was not responsible for how an Iraqi acts. 
HUSSEIN claimed that if an Iraqi wanted to use him as the 
justification for his actions, he would accept that assertion so 
long as it did not harm his (HUSSEIN'S) reputation. In HUSSEIN's 
opinion, a leader is responsible for a subordinate's actions if 
the leader learns of the subordinate's transgressions and 
confronts the subordinate with the wrongfulness of those actions. 
He stated that each individual is judged based on his own law and 
constitution. [HUSSEIN interview, March 13, 2004] 

HUSSEIN stated that he learned about the Southern Iraq 
situation the same way as any leader of a country. Whenever 
faced with a situation, the Iraqi leadership assembled and 
consulted "quickly" about the best way to confront an issue. 

HUSSEIN stated that initially, those involved in the 
uprisings in Southern Iraq were among "those who had crossed the 
border from Iran." Others in Iraq committed similar acts, while 
some were not involved at all in the incidents. According to 
HUSSEIN, if the Iraqi Government's reaction had been slow and 
weak, some might have shown sympathy and assisted the Uprising 
participants out of fear that those who caused the disturbances 
would ultimately take over power in Iraq. HUSSEIN speculated 
that some participated because they were simply "greedy thieves 
and robbers." 


HUSSEIN asserted it was the duty of the Iraq Government 
to confront individuals participating in the Uprisings. HUSSEIN 
stated that the "arms of the authorities had been severed" but 
the Iraq Government "picked them up and struck the enemy." He 
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stated that those who would not be deterred by words would be 
deterred by weapons. Therefore, the Iraqi leadership ordered the 
army to assemble as many forces as possible to confront 
''treachery" and the disturbances. HUSSEIN acknowledged that 
incidents of looting by certain individuals "got mixed in" with 
the actions of those participating in the uprisings. 


Regarding the decisions regarding whom to place in 
charge of areas in Southern Iraq during that time and what 
authority and powers to delegate, HUSSEIN replied, "I said our 
decision was to confront and defeat the enemy." The participants 
in the Uprisings were to be "put in their place," if not by word 
t en by weapon. HUSSEIN stated that a lengthy discussion of this 
matter was not required. The individuals who had crossed the 
border from Iran were members of the Dawa Party who were assisted 
, Y Iranian forces. Together, these individuals 

looted, and committed other crimes. According to 
HUSSEIN, when faced with this situation, one does not need to ask 
one's self what action to take. Procedure, however, dictated 
that the Iraqi leadership meet to discuss the matter. All 
members agreed regarding the necessary Iraq Government response 
to the situation. 

HUSSEIN stated the threat to the Iraq Government in 
1991 existed in both Northern and Southern Iraq. An uprising was 
even attempted in Baghdad. HUSSEIN stated that those "sitting on 
the fence" joined the uprisings after witnessing police stations 
or government offices attacked and seeing no response by the 
authorities. As the Iraq Government reasserted control, the 
"enemy" went to a new area or reinforced in an old one. 

According to HUSSEIN, the Iraqi military strength grew over time 
and "the circle started tightening around the enemy." [HUSSEIN 
interview, March 16, 2004] . 

Regarding the senior Iraqi leaders assigned in 1991 to 
Southern Iraq to deal with the Shia uprising, HUSSEIN stated "We 
assigned responsibility to whoever was going to handle the 
situation." AL-ZUBAIDI and KAMAL MUSTAPHA ABDALLAH were sent to 
Nasiriyah, KAMIL was sent to Karbala, AL-MAJID was sent to 
Basrah, and AL-DURI was sent to Al-Hillah to confront the Shia 

those areas. During this interview, HUSSEIN denied 
that he had previously stated that in 1991, he was only 
interested in results and did not want to know the details of how 
his commanders would stop the Uprising. HUSSEIN asked, "Who says 
I did not want to know how?" when informed by the interviewer 
that HUSSEIN himself had previously made this statement, he 
stated that any person's main goal would have been to stop the 


80 



163I-HQ-1462938 


disturbances and to end the "treason." [HUSSEIN interview, March 
23^ 2 OO 4 J • 


1991 Chemical Weapons Uae 

In the early morning of March 7, 1991, an unidentified 
Iraqi Government Official requested authority to use "liquids" 
against rebels in and around An Najaf. Regime forces intended to 
use the "liquid" to defeat dug in forces as part of a larger 
assault. 


KAMIL, then Director of MIC, ordered senior officials 
in the CW program to ready CW for use against the revolt. His 
initial instruction was to use VX. When informed that no VX was 
available, he ordered mustard be used instead. However, mustard 
was ruled out because of its detectable persistence and Sarin 
selected. 


On or about March 7, 1991, R-400 aerial bombs stored at 
the Tamuz Airbase were readied for use. A1 Muthanna State 
Establishment (MSE) technicians mixed the two components of the 
Iraqi "binary" nerve agent system inside the R-400s. Explosive 
burster charges were loaded into the bombs and the weapons 
assembled near the runway. Helicopters from nearby bases flew to 
Tamuz where they were armed with Sarin-laden R-400s and other 
conventional ordnance. As of March 1991, about a dozen MI-8 
helicopters were staged at Tamuz Airbase. 


The helicopters were used to fly dozens of sorties 
against Shia rebels in Karbala and the surrounding areas. A 
senior participant from the CW program estimates that 10 to 20 R- 
400s were dropped. Other reporting suggests as many as 32 R-400s 
may have been dropped. According to an Iraqi helicopter pilot, 
MI 8 helicopters were also used during the Iran-Iraq war to drop 
chemical munitions. 


Following the initial helicopter sorties over Karbala 
the Senior Chemical Weapons Program Officer overseeing the 
operation received an angry call from KAMIL's office. The caller 
said the attacks had been unsuccessful and that further measures 
were required. The R-400s, which are designed for high-speed 

from higher altitude, likely did not activate properly 
wn©n d.r'oppsd. f^rom a. slow-moving hdicopteir. 

As an alternative to the R-400s, the MSE filled larqe 
aerial bombs with CS (tear gas). Over the next two weeks. 
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helicopters departed Tamuz Air Base loaded with CS-filled bombs. 
One participant estimated that more than 200 CS-filled aerial 
bombs were dropped on rebel targets in and around Karbala and 
Naj af. 


Trailers loaded with mustard-filled aerial bombs were 
also transported to the Tamuz Air Base. A participant in the 
operation stated that mustard gas was not used on the rebels 
because of the likelihood of discovery by the Coalition. 

According to the source, the mustard-filled bombs were never 
unloaded and were not used. 

Refugees and Iraqi military deserters' reports of the 
1991 attacks include descriptions of a range of CW and improvised 
poisons that were used in the areas around Karbala, Najaf, 
Nasiriyah, and Basrahh. 


AL-MAHAWIL MASS GRAVE SITE 

According to the HRW Report of May 2003, Vol. 15, No. 

5, while many of those buried in the Al-Mahawil mass graves 
remain unidentified, remains that have been identified by 
relatives establish that the bodies are those of Iraqis arrested 
during the 1991 uprisings and killed while in Iraq Government 
custody. HRW interviewed many of the relatives of those 
identified in the mass grave, making the crucial link between 
their disappearance in 1991 and the discovery of their remains in 
the Al-Mahawil mass graves. 

KAMIL MUHAMMAD DAWUD (hereinafter DAWUD), a Baghdad 
lawyer, age 74 (all ages are given as of the time of their 
disappearance), and his son KHALID, a 29 year-old university 
student, drove from Baghdad to Al-Hillah around March 9 or 10, 
1991, searching for DAWUD'S older son, then a soldier in the 
Iraqi army. While the older brother soon returned home, KAMIL 
and KHALID disappeared. Their family found KAMIL'S half-looted 
car near the Al-Mahawil Army Base sometime later, but received no 
information regarding their fate. On May 17, 2003, their family 
identified their bodies at the large Al-Mahawil mass grave site 
based on the presence of DAWUD's watch and Khalid's 
identification document. DAWUD was blindfolded and both men had 
their hands bound. [HRW interview with RASHID KAMIL MUHAMMAD, 
Baghdad, May 18, 2003] 


(hereinafter 


age 42, was at 


the Al-Mahawil grave site looking for five relatives who were 


be 
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missing from a rural village in the Al-Madhatiyya district 
located appr oximately 20 kilometers southwest of Al-Hillah. 

_ 2 ' _j_I I .1 i- 1 . 1 . , 


According to 


three of his brothers were arrested on March 


23, 1991, when local Ba'ath officials demanded that all local 
villagers attend a meeting at the local Ba'ath party headquarters 
and arr ested a pproximately fiftee n people. His brothers, SUBHAN, 


age 54 , [_, ^ , _, 

arrested and never seen again. Q 


] age 44, and[ 


age 3 6, all farmers, were 
] himself was briefly 


arrested with the other three but was released just as they were 
taken to Al-Mahawil military base because he was a soldier on 
activp military duty who had not abandoned his post during the 

identified the remains of his brother, SUBHAN, among 


war. 


J 


the bodies recovered from the Al-Mahawil mass grave based upon 
the identity documen ts he found on the remains. Two other 

]were also arrested around the sam e time. 


relatives of f 


- [the 21 year-old son of his brother 


and 


__fsgs 22, were soldiers returning to duty. 

person who said he was an eyewitness to their arrest told| 
that the two were arrested at a Ba'ath Party operated checkpoint 
on their way to the ir military division. [HRW interview with 
_Mahawil, May 16, 2003.] 


___ two cousins remain missing, but as they were 

arrested around the same time as relatives whose remains have 
been identified in the mass grave, the family believes they were 
likely executed and buried around the same time. 


,_,a 40 year-old teacher, described for 

HRW what happened when loyalist Iraqi forces entered his district 
in March, 1991: the military entered Al-Shamali [the northern 
part] on March 15 and the cleansing operation started in the 
villages. They destroyed many houses in the villages using 
bulldozers. They cut down the palm trees and the orchards. They 
chased and traced all the sons of my tribe. They arrested many 
people who were on the street, even people just passing through 
the area. They distributed checkpo ints all over and control ler] 
all the, .roads. [HRW interview with | 

May 16, 2003] 


Nine relatives of 


the same day in March, 1991! His only brother. 


Iwere arrested on 


_ s 25 year-old army deserter, was arrested at his home by 

group of Ba'ath party members, s ecurity officials, an d police 
officers; his 31 year-old cousin| |an army 

officer, was also arrested at his home; his father' s''^uncle, 
MUHAMMAD OBAID HUSSEIN, age 54, was arrested at his h ome along 
^ith his three sons, 23 year—old| | ^ soldier 


bo 
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27 vear- old ABBAS MUHAMMAD OBAI D. an agric ultural worker, and 2 9 


were also arrestee 


year-old|_| a soldier. |_| 

age 67, anothe r uncle of his fat her, was arrested as he came home 
f -rnm hi .q ghnn ; I a 30 year-old teacher, and 

a farmer cousin whose age he did not know._ 

were a lso arrested. At the Al-Mahawil mass grave,_ 

_ identified the remains of ABBAS MUHAMMAD OBAID and HADI 

OBAID HUSSEIN based on the identity documents found on their 
remains. He believed that his other relatives were also buried 
in the same mass grave because they all were arrested and 
"disappeared" on the same day. 

_a 46 year-old worker, and 

his son, a soldier, were arrested and "disappeared" on March 12, 
1991 , as they came home f rom his shop in Al-Hillah. A second 
son, I 1 16 at the time of the arrest, told HRW 

that he was in the car with his father and brother when they were 
stopped at a checkpoint operated by the General Security {al-Amn 
al-'Am) : "the Amn had the names of my f ather and brother, and 
said they needed to investigate them." | ~| 

identified the remains of his father at the Al-Mahawil mass grave 
based on identity documents found on his remains and was still 

searching for his brother's re mains at the ti me of the HRW_ 

interview. [HRW interview with May 

14, 2003] - 


KHALID HASSAN KHUDAYYIR, age 13, and his 33 year-old 
cousin, FUAD 'ABD AL-HUSSEIN KADHIM, left their native village of 
Albu Alwan and walked toward the nearby city of Al-Hillah to 
purchase food on March 4, 1991. FUAD 'ABD AL-HUSSEIN KADHIM had 
been a soldier two years before the 1991 Uprising but had 
returned to civilian life. The two young men disappeared and for 
years the family had no information about their fate. Their 
bodies were found at the Al-Mahawil 
documents. [HRW interview 
May 15, 2003] 

Many more families still searching for their missing 
relatives told HR W similar stories of u nresolved 

"disappearances."! ^ j a 45 year-old woman, was 

typical. Her 14 year-old son, went missing on March 7, 

1991, after she had asked him to go fetch some water from the 
river in Al-Hillah's Bab Al-Hussein neighborhood. When she asked 
the soldiers stationed on a nearby bridge about him, they 
threatened to shoot her and ordered her to leave. She never 
heard again of her son and failed to locate his remains after 
looking through hundreds of bags containing human remains at the 
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Al-Mahawi 1 mass 
I Mahawi1 


grave 
, May 


site. [HRW interview with 
14, 2003] 


HRW was given a list that, according to local 
officials, contained more than 1,200 names of identified victims 
from the two Al-Mahawil mass graves. However, the list appears 
limited in its usefulness and reliability: the actual numbering 
of the victims was sloppy; the numbering jumps suddenly from 
victim 830 to victim 931; many victims take up more than one 
number; and some victims are listed multiple times. A closer 
examination of the list suggests that relatives have claimed 
slightly less than 1,000 of the victims from the mass grave. 

These identifications were made in a variety of ways and some are 
of dubious reliability. While some relatives were fortunate to 
find remains containing identity papers, in other cases family 
members guessed as to identity based on much more circumstantial 
criteria such as items of clothing, medications, and cigarettes 
found with the corpses. 


It is similarly difficult to estimate the total number 
of unidentified persons exhumed from the two Al-Mahawil mass 
graves as no records appear to have been kept. Local officials 
gave widely varying figures, but a HRW count of the unidentified 
bodies just before their reburial concluded that approximately 
1,200 bodies remained at the large Al-Mahawil mass grave and just 
over 100 bodies remained at the Al-Mahawil brick factory mass 
grave. It appears, moreover, that some of the bodies from the 
brick factory mass grave were moved to the large Al-Mahawil mass 
grave site. Taken together, it appears that no more than 
approximately 2,300 bodies were recovered from the two Al-Mahawil 
mass graves. 


Although the list of claimed victims provided by local 
authorities is of limited reliability in terms of the total 
number of victims, it does provide some crucial information about 
the likely identity and residence of the victims. The vast 
majority of the victims appear to have been young men from the 
general area around Al-Hillah, indicating that the mass grave was 
a result of a localized campaign of arrests and executions in the 
Al-Hillah area. The relatively small number of victims from 
Karbala, Ad-Diwaniyah, An-Najaf, and Baghdad in the mass grave 
appear to have been traveling through the Al-Hillah area at the 
time of their detention and therefore, were probably not arrested 
elsewhere and transferred to the area. Among the victims are 
more than a dozen Egyptian nationals who were working and living 
in the Al-Hillah area. 
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According to local officials in Al-Hillah, several 
persons who were taken to the Al^Mahawil mass grave sites 
survived the executions at the Al-Mahawil brick factory mass 
grave site. HRW located one such survivor and his remarkable 
story provides important information about the manner in which 
the mass execution campaign was conducted in Al-Mahawil. 


(hereinafter 


was only 12 years old at the time of the 1991 mass af^iit- 

campaign. On March 16,—19 91., his 2 8 year-old mother, KHULUD 


and two other 13 year old relatives, 
ABUD NAJI, and his cousin, MUHAMMAD YASSIN 


'ABUD NAJI, took L 
his uncle, MUHANAD 

MUHAM^D from their home in the Al-Sa'da neighborhood to their 
grandfather's house in the Sha'awi neighborhood. On their way a 
soldier stopped the group, asked them where they were aolna anri 
accused them of being looters. I 1 mother eSplaiAed 

that they were ]ust going to their grandfather's house, but the 
arrested all of them and too k them to a nearby school 
-According to | | "they put us in a school in 

a classroom. By the evening, the classroom was filled with 

because they kept arresting people." As evening fell, the 
people detained in the classroom were taken to the Al-Mahawil 
military base where: 


b6 

bV 


they blindfolded us and bound our hands, and 
then they put us in landcruisers with shaded 
windows and a bus. We were about 25 to 30 
people [detained] .... They took us to the Al- 
Mahawil military base. Some of us were taken 
to another area [of the Al-Mahawil base] 

They put me, my mother, my cousin, and my 
uncle in a tiny room. In the night of the 
same day, they brought a 14 year-old girl and 
a 30 year-old woman to the same room. 


rpv, ^ family spent the night in the tiny room without 
od. The next morning they were questioned by high-ranking 
fleers including a lieutenant-colonel, who noted their names 
the neighborhood they came from, and similar details. Following 
perfunctory questioning, they were taken to a large hall at 

otLr detaineLr^^^^""^ 


They took us to a big hall [and] started 
bringing in people now and then. We stayed 
there for two days. There were so many 
people.... They were children, women, and 
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men. We were sitting in [family] groups, me 
with ray relatives and the others with their 
relatives. No one dared to speak to the 
other groups. 


°wsrd the end of the second day, the evening of March 
8, 1991, the detainees in the big hall were taken outside and 
lined up in the yard of the compound. "They brought some 
blankets which they ripped and they tied our hands and 
blindfolded us with those," [ I recalled. "They covered 

our eyes and put us inside some TATA buses looted from Kuwait 
We were between 45 and 50 people on each bus. It was very 

therg were twn nennle nn ft;| ch chair." [HRW interview 


with 


May 16, 2003] 


-^fter the detainees were loaded on the buses, they were 
told that there were some checkpoints on the road, and that if 
asked, they should say they were going to Baghdad. 


Who could see a bit through the blanket covering h is eves 
recounted the route taken by the bus: 


There was an asphalt road from the door of 
the military camp. Then we turned off into a 
remote, dusty dirt road, an agricultural 
road. We turned off the main road, and I 
didn't know where we were going. I was 
sitting on the bus at the chair near the 
window. There was an abandoned canal, I was 
sitting on that side of the bus....I couldn't 
see clearly, but there was a building—later, 
when I looked [after the executions], it was 
a brick factory. 


Almost as soon as the buses stopped, the executions 
began. People were pulled off the buses, thrown in a pre-dug 
pit' machine-gunned, and then buried with a bulldozer AL- 

HUSSEINI told HRW how he survived: ‘ 


When they started taking us off the bus, some 
of us began reciting the shahada [Muslim 
declaration of faith]. My mother told me. 
Repeat the shahada, because we are about to 
die. I heard the shouting of the children. 
We grabbed each other's hands, me, my mother, 
my cousin, and my uncle. They pulled us, vie' 
were all together. They threw us into the 
dug-out grave. When I fell down, there were 
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so Tnany bodiBs u.ndsirnoa.th inc. I lay down on 
top of them. They started to shoot on us. 
There were two [groups of] men. One was 
taking the people off the bus, and others 
were shooting at people in the hole. One of 
them pulled at my clothes and said, "That one 
isn t dead, shoot him." They shot again, but 
still I was not shot. So they gave an order 
to the bulldozer driver to bury the grave. I 
was at the edge of the grave. When the 
shovel came, I spontaneously tried to crawl 
out. It was sundown now. I crawled to the 
edge of the grave, and got to a place where 
the bamboo was on my face and I was able to 
breathe through it. I heard the man who was 
standing on the hill instruct the shovel 
driver to bury us more—he had seen that I was 
not yet buried-but the driver left the place 
and didn't do it. 


-Mter he heard the noises of the vehicles fade away, 

I-— -J crawled out of the mass grave, leaving his dead 

relatives behind. He made his way to the main A1-Hillah-Baghdac 

road, and met four sympathetic Shi'a Iraqi soldiers who helped 
him return home. ^ 


Witnesses to the Al-M a hawil Arrests and Detention.g 

many others in the Al-Hillah area who 
witnessed the mass detentions and executions. Their testimonies 
provide further evidence of the mass detentions at Al-Mahawil 
base and the subsequent executions of thousands. 
ISK^DAR JAWAD WITWIT, the newly-appointed Mayor, was a high- 
ranking Air Force officer based at Al-Mahawil at the time ^ He 

bv March^l^ crushed the uprising in Al-Hillah 

by March 11, 1991, and immediately began a massive arrest 
campaign throughout the area: 


They arrested everyone they saw [and took 
them to Al-Mahawil military base]. If they 
found men, women, or children, they took 
them. People were brought from Al-Hillah, 
An-Najaf, and Karbala for execution. The 
executions happened every day; they killed 
thousands of people. [HRW interview with 
ISKANDAR JAWAD WITWIT, Hillah, May 17, 2003] 
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March 16, 


who was himself arrested on 


J-yyi, on suspicion of supporting the uprising, 
explained part of the massive Al-Mahawil military base had been 
taken over by individuals and organizations directly involved in 

killings. These people included high-ranking 
al f Security, Special Securit? (al-Amn 

memS?^ Af intelligence services (mukhabarat) , and leading 
members of the pro-government Albu Alwan tribe, including its 
head shaikh MUHAMMAD JAWAD ONAIFIS, who is in U.S. custody L 
suspicion of involvement in the Al-Mahawil executions. 



Another eyewitness, 
the mass executions, 
provided detailed 
information to HRW 
about the 
involvement of 
Special Republican 
Guard troops in the 
detentions and 

] 


himself a soldier at the time of 


executions, f 


Jdrove 


from An-Najaf to 
Babel on March 8, 
1991, together with 
his cousin KARIM 
'ABD AL-SADIQ 
HITBAN, age 35 and 
also a soldier. The 
two men had just 
completed a three- 
day leave and were 
returning to their 


military base when they were 

1-4 _ 








„ , , - stopped outside Al-Hillah bv Snpoipl 

Republican Guard troops, whom they identified by the red 
triangular badges on their uniforms. The Special Republican 
uards, he said, detained everyone who came to their checkpoint 


They took us directly to prison. The prison 
was in the territory of Al-Mahawil military 
training camp near Babel [Babylon], 30 
kilometers from the place where we were 
detained. There were many people in the 
track, like one hundred or 150, both 
servicemen and civilians. They blindfolded us 
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and tied our hands behind our backs. In the 
prison they took away the blindfolds and 
untied our hands. 

The conditions in the Al-Mahawil detention camp were 
very abusive: 


We were all herded to a hall where we could 
hardly stand. We were not allowed to use the 
toilet and we used a corner of the hall for 
our necessities. It was very dirty, stuffy, 
and smelly there. From time to time three or 
four Special Republican Guards came in to the 
hall and began beating us with their rifles, 
sticks, or iron bars. They picked out people 
in groups of three or four, blindfolded them, 
tied up their hands again and took away from 
the hall. These people would never return. 
They also took away my cousin. 


I-1 was fortunate. His former military 

commander whom he had served under in Mosul, MAJOR HUSSEIN 
ABDALLAH, was one of the Special Republican Guard officers at 
the Al-Mahawil military base. MAJOR HUSSEIN ABDALLAH recognized 
his former soldier and released hi m to return to his military 
unit. According to | | MAJOR HUSSEIN ABDALLAH was one 

of three members of an "execution committee" that decided who 
would die and who would live: 


I know about the execution committee from the 
Special Republican Guards themselves. When I 
went out of the hall I saw a group of them at 
the door of the next building. They told me 
the execution committee behind that door 
decided who will be executed. The door was 
open and I saw a big room, a table and the 


at the table. 

LLtiti, sinr. 1 na 
^ [HRW interview with 


Mahawil, May 16, 200T1 


Witne sses to the Executions 

The executions carried out near the Al-Mahawil militar 
base, at the site where the large mass grave was discovered in a 
open field in May, 2003, were also witnessed by local farmers in 
the area The farmers were threatened with death, and remained 
silent about the killings until the fall of the government of 
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HUSSEIN. 


] 


a farmer who lives 


close to the mass grave site, described a month of almost daily 
executions that he witnessed from his home: 


They started to bring groups of innocent 
people to this graveyard and began executing 
them here. Every day, those criminals 
started executing people at 9:00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. They brought people here in 
buses-each group was between 120 and 150 
people. They would bring three groups of 
this size each day. Before they brought 
these people, they would bring a bulldozer to 
dig holes. 

Military 
members 
surrounded 
the area so 
no one would 
come near the 
place. When 
they brought 
the people, 
they pushed 
them into the 
holes with 
their hands 
tied and 
their eyes 
covered. 

When they 
pushed them 
into the 

holes, they would start shooting massively. 
Afterwards, they would bring the bulldozers 
to bury the people. Then the criminals would 
prepare for the second and third groups [of 
victims.] This operation lasted from March 7 
until April_6_,_1991._fHRW i ot.t _ 


may ib, 2UU3J 



His brother, 

had witnessed the execdrCTonsT 


had also 
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military base to this site. Their hands and 
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eyes were bound. They would bring them here 
in Kuwaiti buses that carried about 45 
passengers and a Toyota Coaster bus that 
carried about 21 passengers.... They brought a 
full army division and surrounded the area. 

Most [non-military at the site] were Ba'ath 
party members, the others were from pro¬ 
government tribes. The military were in 
uniform, the Ba'ath and the tribal people 
were in civilian clothes with red 

. . .1 heard the sound of the shooting 
and heard the executed people shout. I would 
hear this several times each day. They used 
s bulldozer shovel to bury the graves—after 
they finished their work, they took it with 
them.... would go to the roof and watch the 
executions-when they shot them and buried 
them in the holes. They used to take them 
from the cars and push them inside the holes. 

Their hands were tied and their eyes covered, 
sometimes two people were bound together. 

They put them inside the holes. They used to 
hit them, they had no mercy. The victims 
were unable to do anything—they would just 
start to shoot at them. After they were 
killed, they buried them using the bulldozer 
shovels. Every day, they used to dig three 
holes. Those were the holes they would 
for that day._fBRW i pi.; with 

_|May 16, 2003] 

Shortly after the executions at Al-Mahawil, the 
authorities appropriated the land of local farmers on whioh the 
mass grave was located and gave it to | | ^ 

me^er of the pro-government Albu Alwan tribe-according to many 
witnesses, members of the Albu Alwan tribe were directly involved 
in the arrest and execution campaign. 

The farmers who had witnessed the killings were 
regularly harassed, threatened, and arrested by Iraqi officials 
who accused them of trying to leak information about the mass 
international community. On June 6, 1993 Iraqi 
officials arrested the entire farming community in the area, and 
ook them to the police station in Iskandriyya city. There,I 

a ccused the farmers of digging up the mass’^- 

graves ana photographing the sites and smuggling the information 
to foreign journalists, but the men were ultimately released. 
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On April 5, 1991, the RCC announced "the complete 
crushing of acts of sedition, sabotage, and rioting in all towns 
of Iraq." 

Additionally on April 5, 1991, the United Nations issued 
resolution 688, which: 

Gravely concerned by the repression of the Iraqi 
civilian population in many parts of Iraq, including 
most recently in Kurdish-populated areas, which led to 
a massive flow of refugees towards and across 
international frontiers and to cross-border incursions 
which threatens international peace and security in the 
region, 

Deeply disturbed by the magnitude of the human 
suffering involved... 

condemns the repression of the Iraqi civilian 
population in many parts of Iraq, including most 
recently in Kurdish-populated areas, the consequences 
of which thr 0 at 0 n inter'nationa.l peac6 and security in 
the region.... [Attached as Enclosure #] 
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■S’fi^ifR'B'NfeLieNS,. June Si^t ■ 

ye 9 .ts‘:kftef 'the 'SSeupity; .Council! ife 
posetf its. ■extraoi’dinarUy intiigiYe 
insp.e'Gtiong,.' on' ...iinaqi, 'that. ■■c,6i|riti^‘’:5 
sgientists-'.-are- stiiL .under '.o^dersi to-, ‘ 
'ICeepijthe'-'ji'atiqnvieady/ toSin^e- lethal- ■ 
GhetiiiQ'^: weapofiS';at 'short-Bqtl'ee', ' 
eyeiidhexistiiflgistocKs^re destroyed;, 
aecfirding Ip,' a- 'Nnited .'Nations ■ 
dialj , 

f‘'W6' have dpcumeiitary .eyidehce_ 
about prdei;? ’from .the 'leadgrship.-'tQ 
.presie'rye a -sltategiic capghiMy;” 

. said--Rolf Rkeus, thfe iSwgdish. .arms, 
/pontSrpl expert who has' difected -the' -i 
..dis^ining.of trhd.’Since. 
means'.,tp.'’®eeg4he"pfQdu6tioa 
'rneftt -reddy tp'pfoduee dt any giy^- ,■ 
.monient/:’ ' , . '! 

■Tlie ebfnmisSion headed by -Mr..; 
Ekelis iggis -'Jlidt it is .closnig: -M- od' i 
Iraq^dniissiie' programs;„and'’the Jnv : 
ternatiphal-. Atomic Energy, Agency ' 

' is' .optimistic that it has shut dpwh.' i 
ppt^tialiy 'dangerous nuclear 
;.prdje|cts. 

'' RuiNniled.N'atipns-inspeptprs'-are 
igciisihg,special cOncern oh the -less 
'-ylsible but-'V.e'iy:- perilous- chemicdl 
' -and'biolOgi&ai-weapons-aiidithe deliv- 
, -systems: Baghdad hiay bepian-^ 

. nihgior tiiem. ' • 

■Behied^cohtracts in the -West,' 'If aq 
' has-'turhgdi to Eastern. Europe -atid 


i^ossEiRE ■ ' /,/ .;! 

Asia in sdareh of iprohibited 'eguip- 
ftient 5 .'sai'di-J/B?,.E'keus,'in- ani-iiiierview;; 

a -yeelc before h.e • steps. dowitRlilhe 
'enatbfithe'ihphtMObedpmeiSwiBdeh’s 
Amb'assadortdithe'Nnit'e'diStates. 

- •, in- SiX'i yeard,. -Mr,- .ESkeiisi 'said-,, the- ,- 
-Irdgid'iha'wei'r.esplutely 'refused to- eg--. 
operate'm;g&b:d-faith;'^ 
lieving. that they- .cpuTd'TboL Inspec- 
tprs "Who would:, theh -go awray- His 
feomments-e^g,ed'reports.hefahd.his 
inspectors- bave -Often .madd about 
Iraq, ih- those years, aiid' f rostration; 
•thal nothing has, seemed'ta -Chiinge;: ' 
“They icg.me ■up-.with..,'g,new.expla- 

0bntiriited4)n>Bage:.A?: ■ 
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aMm IsCOTT RITTER, 


., ';G6ntifiuectJJE^Eom#:age Ai ., 

I ngtiiai/ievfry .time;” Tie-'S^di “They 
yei'yiinhovative; This-is;' 
i'fj^tratihg, ..andi itiiteting.. 'some? 

> times;.: .alfeb'-; ;amusing‘, higHly 

[■ amusing/TKeytell’^e raSst ihGEediv 
1 ble stories, ft-ia like'the ‘Thpusaiid! 
i and' pne tNigKtSj" where ■eveFy nighf 
I they .teiOl &■ .different stpi^ .to-save 
■theraseivcs'.”', ' 

I ]He.'.said the Iraqis, fabritated-dec^j 
'(lafations.hbbut destroj^g;'weaiiohs, 
‘jinahipuiated -eiddence;. ‘ tnteiiered 
i with'ipslectlpns .and.rputihelyiiedtb. 
j moriitpps iihtike6nIrpnted'with>.d6cU- 
ifnehts, .-biftef .which'" diey ■ simply 
[.changediffleir.s'tgn'e'St . ,. " 

I iSie' dbriSern-' bhqut' sHadbwyf bid^' 
jjpgical' arid chetiiieaJ' ■projects- iiiten? 
!:sifiesdhdUrgenGy'pfsfcipBing''Iraq!df 
j.the-.ability->tb'bulid'»o,r Assemble-mis- 
iSUeSj: 5 fddi-.'fe. Ekeus;. -whoi iWiiir’hd: 
i,suec.eeded!-as.execufive'>chairm'ani'ol. 
jitlie ■®hited:fi'atidhS.:S!pe,ci'a)i 'PqmmiS!- 
iisionhy j^Ghardi.B’uti'eE,-. dn Aiistr^-: 

I iah'iarias ipontrdl expei^- •whb-ds.-.nqw 
'that nations, xepresgntdtive- dt' die' 
j United Nations'! ■' .■ i,: ■ 

Mr. .EketiS.saidvhe waaaware’-thef: 

! yrith.his departure'-the iraqls -ihiiy 
ibe tempted to. bhange the ■rufesi' iii 
jiheir relations- y^lth. .the- 'irispeetibiis- 
[ team, .or that they ■wbuld-tfy- tbftesf 
1 the- of'. a new. tedm' .chief. Jt is' 

imppldant, he said; -that the Seeurity- • 
Upuncii, anditije-wlqrrd atlafge;ieep 
piess,ure''b'n. Bd|hdadS 'A' ptimbef- of 
Middle Eedterniand'Eurppean'-cbunT 
trieS’have'biegqhdo',ufgdaxela5catiGiii 
imsanctibni'’ ' • *' ■ -.•.! . 

■ the spepiai. .commissibri;:- ertiie’d ■ 

‘with-thp-mpst-advahced pquipraerii 
f 'has ■ die: .guthbrity tbi inspect "i-faqf ■ 

I Sites, destroy- ■w.eajRons '-.and' donfisV' 

I datej'dqGUihents,;'By:SecuFityi'!Spuiieil' 

\ order,.jfkqmibsfcGGmplpf'Ri'esid^^ 
i Baddaml'(Hussein' has. "any jhbpe ipf' 
ieasing or 'endmgrthe'sanGtiohs- Lffc-' 

I -posed'-ph.lns'.''.iSdyernmeht- aftet itS;' 

I iMd-invasiofi of Kuwait. - ■ ‘ ’ 

{• Thedomttissionihas aitptal':staffibf 


that; -cbiiid, detect secret -.chemical. 
iPtoqluGtiohi. land doine •i' 30 .' 'tafiiqPr- 
rehPfdht'suryeUlanpe'cameras-thaT:' 
:.p'i;Pvi'dehye;i)4Gtiires';,aiidimtke-.tapes. 
tphi'|teh'Stpdy>.^d'df&hohb'eeted^^ 
the Baghdad Getifep hy'micfmyave 
.radid ‘UnhSj'undfer ,interna'tipnai'’.e!6m'. 
■,t.fdii:TheGommlssioniaisP;has'the''use 
dt aii -AraepiGan- tj4 Ipjf- 'piaiie -aiid 
satellite imagery,.heiieppteps- -'witli. 
.high-pbwefed. .cameras ahdi-grouhd 
'Reneficatifigradar. , . , 

■Qh-.'Satupday,.tthe Security-Gburicili 
threatehedtbdightentHedahctiphs-in 
the fall .if iraq.'-blbclced or'delayed 
inyestiggtions,' as it has ’hegun-tp do 
againdh'EPQ^nt weeks, Am6ng.dthep 
measures, iraqi .official's cpuld' h.p 
denied-visgs,'to''trdvea*abFoad; 

f :^ey ^bipGk®^' dS' at three 'lPca-> 
tibhs,”;:Mf. fekeus said-,:,deseribing 
his:.i:eGent;atterai)tS'tp-'entef:pplitieal- 
iydensiliyedites, whlGh'-teqte 
presence-,of'.ah' Iraqi.off i'dial-. "They 
.'.delaye'd. jis dnGe seyefi-hours,, 'bnce 
'.fiyp;' (Wheii; 'the- 'high' Iraqi -offitial 
ar.nved;he'W.aitedh'ntil,the'Site-doni~ 
'itiaiideh-cleaned iout ith.e .place': aftd' 
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.about 150, mPstofthembasedimif-aq' 
or'moving regularly in andd'ut-oPthe' 
Country, :tp-;feonduGt investigatibiis'. 


the cpuntiy^iitjduding an; sgrapleirs 


.charges, -pf .nphcboperatioh, -"‘an: 
Ahieribaii: 'iapfidatlbn.. iin-'.vlhich ;Rplf- 
.-Ekeus-tppfch’a'r.t;” ;_ 
‘Mt-, .'Efcus'-said, '.“iraq ha's not -yet 
heen. htifie; -to' giye ;us,':'ah: .'acceptabie 
ex|ianatiph;pf'What-lhey;are.d^^^ 
Uhethiicki; .iyeapbns. “are ,:thh, hipst' 
diffiedit.'ib,eeaijse- iraQ,;with iis- food., 
■sitliadph; .iiecessarily' 'must- 'be' ah 
fbwed-tb'prbdUce pesticides IprhtlgS' 
and! .rats-;”' he said. ‘tBut from; tliefe,,' 
tiie-saiiie-.type'Pf'equipjheiit'^d-eeS- 
taihscKemi'clI'dpmpouhdsicaiifai'sofbe' 
manipulated' -ittoi making: ehefnical 
■ppi'sdiis fbfhumans, We-have to mbn-' 
ritor-tlies,e;.dhal''capaMity:sites. ”' ' 
“To some, we'go once-a week'to- 


iriyestigate/’heicbhtiiiued-. “^ehave 
to, gp; ;at_ odd. timeS; S,pmetir|ies. pll 
night ihspepM'b'nsi;S 0 metimes,-!ph‘ . 
.;d%s,.'a'-)hoiiddyi ;5Me;;haye-ac,epunted' 
ibf::aiksuchi.pFb'du'ctiGh'equipifieht.we 
,can'fihd,.and--v/e:itag,-.tfaerriahd-:foll6yj 
'them;'’!; , ■, 

kmphg.'-.tHe'i.GKeihicai'. agents ifaq. 
has. already tjprdduced. ..bii ,a large 
scale- are .811181314!-gases aiid .'ah ex- 
, ceptignaily deadly'nerve gas known 

■ as' iiOCj whichiSraqiStiirst dehied-iliey 
had) -ttien admitted,they ^had' -experi- 
■mented with'ih'199.4^95; ' 

“Of course "we 'had fPun'd docu? 
raentstand had'-inyestigated; So they 
. .couldiiit- -deny .it;” 'Mr; 'Ekeus said, 
“Thefi we -managed to detect a-.huge- 
amouht'of-impbM=,bf.certaihi''pheini- 
■cals,. ;so-palied, .precursors,, •wliich- 
.Gouldnot- he Used;', really, -tor any- 
thihg.butMX'Rroduetion,,, , , 
‘■‘‘'¥qy''didybU'impbtet'these.?’ wdi'' 
■asfce.d. .‘Where arelheynow?” - j 
'“Theytsaid; “hie, destroyed -them/ 
■se:cEetiy;’:”.,'“;»• 

, ‘'jhen'Gpmesdliis,matter .-pf'Secret; 
destEuctipir, -which; -is iarge-Scme,” 

■ Mf; Ekeus;saidiii “<\yhemdidthe|Seeret 
..jdestimphoryvtake fpiace? ^P-.'de-: 

;cided'?! .'Wh'b!‘;g'avfe-''hie{ ordet? ;^o 
, carriedyput'the.’prder?” 

Mr, '-'Ekeus- 'sraid; li's; 'teamr.Mter-' 
.V.iewed‘he6Rl'e':ail‘ the -way .dpwn .the' 
■line -until'They';fpundi spmep,ne. -wiiq; 
.tihad. c,amed' -put j'thevhastrUc'ti'pn; of 
.matefi,al;' !that'',ira,q .denipd _,hp|rtg. 

■ gut ..waSiatjailiidestroyed?- .Eheus. 

,. isaid' 'fhat';lingeriiigv''questiqhs,;dhpUt 
. ■.chemiGaf weapons.-stockk^r.emain/ 

1 Iraq.ppyef in .the 'i9.80’s„,iin 'at; 
-tacks; meant tp-suppress. reBellibus': 
.KufdSf that it.,was.\’(yjliing-,.'tp. -nse. 

Ghemicai;''weapPns;'ithad(supplies'in;., 
,stoi;age.,during'itiie-.'P,eFSiah‘'<julf war 
But Was; .ap^afehtly.'dissUadedj from ' 
■uhl'eashing;themi;a|leasfrpn‘idpjeariy; 
deteGtaBie;seaIe, .‘by'.warnirigsvpf ■cat-!'' 
astEpphieret'aliati'bii', , j* 

' .After_tHe->'war,'Mr..Ekeus's;5nter? j 
natibnmteatn'bkscientists'andSveap-, 
odS.exp.er.tS!desm6ye'd!stpcks:omhese-. 
.agents aiid .passed Pit ifiie' infpmaT;. 
•tion'tP.the-Un.ited.^fates,wli;ere!ques-. 

■ tiPnS-Tipdrsist.-abPut'pPssiBle.-iijfts'be- 
tweed -GhemicaL.ageiits .andiitfte llh 
•nesS'imown asigUIfwaf syndrome. 
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•c The Associated Press 


BAO®AD, feaa (AP) - Iraq's deputy prime nmister led foreign reporters on a tourof SaddamHussein's presidential palaces Friday, 
showing off lawns as big as several soccer fields and ornate sitting rooms that he declared UN. inspectors will never see. 

In New Yoric, U.S. d^Iomats asked the U.N. Security Council to condemn Iraq's continuing refusal to open all sites to inspection for 
illegal weapons. 

Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aaztouted about a dozen palaces with reporters, insisting Iraq is hiding nothing.. 

Anns monitors have demanded access to the presidential coit^rounds to determine whether Iraq has net U.N. orders to destroy its 
weapons of mass destraclion - a condition required to end sanctions inqjosed after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, setting off the 1991 
Persian Qilf War. 

They shall never be altowed in," Aziz told the reporters. "Their inspection injures the dignity and sovereignty of the nation." 

Iraq wanted reporters to see the palaces w^iere a lot of mystery has been fabricated," Aziz said, "so that you can see yourselves that 
these are normalpresidentialsites," 

Reporters saw five palaces in the presidentialcon^lexorLthe west£m.bantof the Tigris River in Baghdad, which is off-limits to civilians. 

One building featured a huge domed hall tiled with Italian marble. Another had bronze statues of soldiers and paintings of Saddam 
leading his amy into victory. 


There were two palaces under constmction in the sprawling con^round, which was large enough that journalists had to take buses fiom 
one site to the next. 


Staring down fiom the tops of the palaces were four huge bronze busts of Saddam. 

Reporters also toured the presidential conoplexoutside Baghdad, where huge man-made laies were filled with wild ducks and birds. One 
palace there featured a wallfilkd by a huge Italian marble mosaic of a falcon. 

Aziz said the main palace in Baghdad, which was built in the 1950s, was honied during the Gulf War. A mural shows Saddamhelping 
the builders during its reconstruction. 


/"Sons ofthe palaces were ^caat of futnftuie and staff. A few sentries steed guard at their entrances. 


- ^_^daD^ ^ ggg^ggg^^I^Gen^b&d^Hamoud. greeted journalists at one site and restated Iraq's opposition to opening that 


The inspectors "will never be allowed to enter these places even if all are honied and turned into ruins," Hanaoud s aid. 

Aziz was asked why he was opening these premises to journalists but not to the inspectors, 

You are guests. You are not inspectors," he replied. "Guests are albwed, ruspectors are not allowed. Very single." 

Aziz took journalists to one muhi-story baUding, which he said was the building where Iraq turned away an inspection team led by an 
American, Scott Ritter, three months ago - spaikmg a showdown with the United Nations. 

"This is the notorious buflding which Mr. Ritter wanted to inspect in his last leg of inspections in September. And our refiisal for that 
led to a firry at the Security Council," he said. 

The UX inspectors, meanwhile, visited four sites Friday, the ofiioial Iraqi News Agency reported. Ritter’s team inspected two military 
areas, including an air force b^e. 
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.c The Associated Press 

BA(3©AD, (AP) - A UN. ams inspector singled out for ciiticismby Iraq shrugged off the government's attacks as an effort to 
divert attention fiomits rehisalto provide access to all suspected weapons sites. 

"Instead of addressing this issue, it appears the Iraqi authorities have chosen to vilify an individual inspector," Scott Ritter, of the 
L&iited States, told The Associated Press on Saturday. "Such vilification in no way moves the process forward." 

hr the past few days, Baghdad repeatedfy has lashed out at Ritter. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz told reporters Friday that Ritter was "a troublemaker." 

Iraqi newspapers condemned himfor carrying out a surprise inspection Thursday of a tourist resort where President SaddamNuss^in is 
known to stay. • 


haqLofi6cials.als.Q accuaedLhinLq£beiDLg^.agentof,the,US. QentralMepigence Agency. 

^ 'iTis absohrtefy untrue.... I have never been enrpfoyed or affiliated with the CIA," Ritter told the AP.' T find it disturbing'^d'^en 
^ inaulting that Iraqi authorities with whomlhave WQ]ked,in.ths past si^ye^ uiidettake such t^icfics." ^ 

Ritter, a UN. weapons inspector for sixyears, currently leads a team of 18 inspectors in Iraq. 

The UJN. Securify Councilhas warned Baghdad it will not lift the sweeping trade sanctions in^osed after its 1990 invasrotr. of Kuwait 
until Iraq proves it has elimiaated its weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraq says ithaa nothing left to hide^It maintains that there are no more banned weapons or documents iaits possession. 

But Ritter said the Iraqi authorities had adopted a sophisticated "concealment mechanism" that allows them to keep a step ahead of the 
inspectors and foil their surprise visits. 

He declined to elaborate, but said part of this mechanism was the denial of access to presidential sites. 

Baghdad has ruled 60 sites, including about 40 presidential palaces, off-limits to the UN. inspectors on grounds of national sovereignty. 

In one high-profile incident, Ritter, 36, was turned away in September, when he tried to enter the presidential coirpouild on the wes t 
bank of the Tigris River in Baghdad. 

haqi authorities s aid the site was out of bounds and his attenpt was provocative. 

'We do not focus on a site as being presidential or otherwise labeled," Ritter said, "If Iraq has declared a given site presidential, this is 
their prerogative. But it in no way gives them the right to deny access to that site." 

Ritter said he had spent the past 18 nxmths keeping tabs on the means by which Iraq "systematically conceals its proscribed material 
and activities." 

' 'This is an estremefy difficult task •Miich requires perseverance over an extended period of time," he said. 

Since he first started work in Iraq in Deceocber 1991, Ritter has taken part in more than 30 inspection missions, 12 of them as chief 
inspector. 


M^W^^^^Jsxteamdiscovered the missile guidance and controlequ^ment that Iraq had bought throug h 
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Itec 22 (Reuters) - An Iraqi newspaper on Monday urged the government to ejqjelU.N. arms inspectors again and suspend 
cooperation with them if the United States launched a n^ary attack on Iraq. 

"Iraq should respond to any further U.S. aggression on its people by ejqrelling allpoliticalfy rootivated personnel within UNSCOM (U.N. 
Special Commission) and reftain fiom cooperating with this consnission," the daily Bnglish-langHage Baghdad Observer said in a 
conmentaiy. 

The United States on Sunday stepped up its caII^)aign to put d^Iomatic pressure on Iraq to allow U.N. inspectors access to suspected 
weapons sites. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Wiffiam Cohen said on the CBS television piogranK» "Face the Nation": "We hope to pursue this in dplomatic 
channels and see if we cant ediaust allreasonable opportunities to do that." 

But neither Cohen nor U.S. National Security Adviser Sandy Berger, speaking on ABC's " This Week" television pro gramnK, raled out 
nrilitaty options to force haqi President Saddam Hussein to coinply. 

The United States has asserriled a strong mSitaiy force in the Grlf region. 

Iraq brieffy ejqrelled American members of the U.N. inspection teams in November, sparking a standoff with the United Nations and the 
United States. 

UNSCOM chairman Richard Butler then withdrew almost all arms iaspectois fiomBaghdad and Washington sent military forces to the 


teq let the inspectors including Americans back in after winning pledges fiommediator Russia to push for an end to UN. sanctions 
in^rosed on Baghdad after it invaded Kuwait in 1990. But, it has declared that so-called "presidential sites" are off-limits to UNSCOM. 

"Buder is trying to serve U.S. interests by creating a crisis between Iraq and the Uiited Nations that could be used by the Cliaton 
administration as a pretext to launch aggression on Iraq," the paper said. 

The government newspaper al-Junrhour^a accused UNSCOM of recruiting officers j&omthe US. Central Lxtelligence Agency (CIA). 
"The comnrission is depending mainly on ofBcers fiom the American intelligence," it said. 

The paper also said the commission was refying on hostile intelligence services for infonnation concerning Iraq's weapons programnss 
and called for setting a neutral committee to check the data. 

The ruling Baath party newspaper al-Thawra said that even if Iraq allowed UN. inspectors into the disputed sites, Washington would 
find an eseuse to create anoffiercrisis. 

"No one should think that if Iraq accepts the inspection of presidential sites, America would agree to implenent paragraph 22 (of the 
UN. resolution 687)," the paper said. 

The paragraph would allow Iraq fiee oile>q>oits if UNSCOM certified that Baghdad was clear of weapons of nrass destruction. 

The paper repeated a statement issued by Iraqi leaders on Saturday saying that Iraq would not remain idle in the face of the "AnBrioan 
game" aimiag at prolonging sanctions. 
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CC^ . One fonner CJA operative 

nic, I (font know how many times 


- tulu me, I Qonc Know how many times 

■ iADDAM'J BEJT 

„/.X „.;.../• ., T , “but Primakov is just not a good guy." 

T he targeting of Saddam had grown, 
in part, out of an extraordinan' in- 


How the C.1A. made it a lot easier for the Iraqi leader to rearm. 

AlLL IlIFORmTION COIITAIHED gy JETMOUH M HFR 

HEEEIIJ 13 UWCLASSiriED naun 

DATE 04-28-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 

'AST December, after Saddam Hus¬ 
sein threatened to end seven 
years of United Nations arms- 
controi inspections, President Clinton 


I ASI uecemoer, alter haddam Hus- itaiy targets." That, too, was a misstate- 
sein threatened to end seven ment, for two of die targets were sites 
-/ years of United Narinnc emne. vvhere Saddam was known to entertain 

S.= 1 S=S 


telligence coup by a team of UNSCOM 
arms inspectors. The team—headed by 
Scott Ritter, a former U.S. j^Iarine 
Corps intelligence officer~had been 
trying for two years to unscramble the 
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SCOM colleagues knew that there were 
missiles and warheads to be found. They 
also knew that Saddam, who travelled 
fequently in and around Baghdad, Kved 
In constant fear of attacks on his life— 
from both inside and outside Iraq—and 

had surrounded himself with a huge ap¬ 
paratus of bodyguards, known as the 
Special Security Organization. Saddam 
frequently communicated, through 
aides, with his entourage from secure 
telephones scattered around Baghdad 
and from a radio telephone in his car. 
UNSCOM also knew (from a high-level 
Iraqi defector) that these forces had or- * 
ders to do more , than protect Saddam: 
they were also responsible for safeguard¬ 
ing Iraq’s hidden weapons. 

• The encryption system' on Saddams 
telephones, made in Sweden, was as 
sophisticated as any on the international 
market. The phones had a series of 
channels, and on each channel were al¬ 
gorithms that chopped the ’signals into 
hundreds of bits as the channels were^' 

-. switched. To get at the signals , Ritter's^ 

When the C.Iji. trampled the U.N.'s turf, Saddam survived, arms control didn't. pegEjetook the extreme risk of operar-fi 
rold rpnnrr,-rr ,.«c “j- J » t - V, ’ ing. under the cove r of the U.N -fl ^tr, /, 

camrirvfnrvin'mn(rT.P,r ^ .fu* *JJ Russia, historically his most im- interception statioiTin UNSCOM sdffices*^ 

^ >nanr trading partner.Today, eight veais i n Baghdad and m a mob'J^ t ’ 

War. Americir poUcy has eSv in the springof 1998 the gam^^^ 

1 A ^ in Iraq, and a Cold Warln- ble paid off! t£ alLrithms 

, weapons of masTdesti!j’'^''T" -^turned. Saddam is unchecked scrambled, and Saddams most closelv^’' 

punitv " The Presidenr w ^ pursues his goal protected communications were suddenly ^ 

sion for Irao known as K i y — ? ■ straregic materials. S ad- most valuable operations since the Cold ‘ 

readvbeen effecrivelv dismanri 1 K K ^.'‘nifoesc efforts is Yevgeny Pri- War," one informed U.N. adviser told me. 

hSted pSlS ^ But UNSCOM's mission was to uncover ^ 

istraS Sen a f^ hou« to higWy Iraq’s compkx system of concealing its 

spoke William Cohen the S intelligence, weapons program; the mechanics of Sa'd- 

Snse aprarS on ^“ per^inKcuritv wera a benefit onlv 

thine should be^bso^LTvS "; ^ w qo^T^l' of if they could lead to hidden arms caches, 

ra^rtt ^We a^ through- The Central Intelligence Agency, 8 

po rs. . e arc concentrating on mil- our the American intelligence commu- which had been helping UNSCOM .inter- = 
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pret its intelligence findings since 1991, to one of America’s least publicized attacked Iraq in December, cruise mis- 
had a different agenda. Its goal, audio- intclligcncejinits, di e Special C.oil@on... silcs desticyed both targets. 

'Saddam, of course, survived. One se¬ 
nior Clinton Administration intelligence 
offidal acknowledged the failure, but he 
added, “In our business, you never have 
one-hundred-per-cent assurance. Let’s 
assume you know he’s there. You’ve got a 
time delay. How do you know a guy 
doesn’t finish the business with his 
mistress and go^ on his way, or to the 
bathroom. It may be a double”—somcT 


rizedby Piesident Clinton, was to work _ _ 

wiA Iraqi dissidents, in Saddam’s Spe- ^pSteffby the C.IA. and the N .SA., is 
dal Security'Organization and elsewhere,*^responsible for, among other things, 
to overthrow the re^me, by any means deploring highly trained teams of elcc- 
possible. In Ae C JA-’ s view. Rixtei’s-in,- 
teUigence unit was always in the way 


and, m any case .-could n ot-bejmsted, 
y^.cr wthsensitive; " ^ 


■t any i mportant intell^ence it might 
supply to UNSCOM would inevitably fod 


^ were HHS’fi^ts about getting involved 

with the U.N.,” one former C.I.A. offi- 
dal told me. “We don’t get involved with 
international organizations.” 

In March of 1998, a high-tech team 
from the National Security Agency, 
which is responsible for American com¬ 
munications intelligence, flew to Bahrain 
to reriew the telephone intercepts. One 
official recalled that when the intercepLs 
had been decrypted and translated, the 
Ameri^s told themselves, “Here’s the 
, best'^ittelhgEnce that we’ve ever had!” 
The dffiad went on, “Saddam is sud- 
denlv exposed for the first time. He’s the 
^ Godfather! He gets drunk, starts raving 
madman, and his secretary will get 
7 ^ 03 .V' mind—ordering 

^U^*^^^ttnurders. We never had him on this level 
, ^ “Like Mafia leaders, Saddam 

^ i /k. rarely, if ever, uses the telephone himself, 
ut relies on aides to relay his commands. 
The overheard “secretary” w'as Presiden¬ 
tial Secretary Abid Hamid Mahmoud, 
Saddam’s closest aide, who was much 


ris~way~bac k to the Iraqi regime. “There 
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ironies specialists in sensitive areas 
around the world to monitor diplomatic 
and other kinds of coriununications. Its 
operations are often run from secure sites 
:ide American embassies. 

e UNSCOM team in Baghdad felt 

b etrayed, and believed that it woult^ow/ ' one posing as Saddam—“or he may have 
be vulnerable to capture and prosetWOT changed locations. There’s so much 
by Iraq on espiona^ charges. iUe team^ potential for a sUp' between cup and lip.” 







equipment w'as still intercepting crucial 
telephone calls, but the United States was 
controlling the “take.” Ritter, desperate to 
keep the operation under U.N. control, 
asked the Israelis to process the tdephone 
intercepts. (Israeli intelligence had been 
the first group to tel] UNSCOM about the 
importance of Saddam's Special Security 
Organization.) The Israelis refused 
(under pressure from Washington), and 
the UNSCO.M operation was shut dowm 
until Jul}’, when the Americans unilater¬ 
ally installed their own collection devices 
in the UNSCOM offices in Baghdad. 

Ritter was reluctant to discuss the 
specifics of the UNSCOM intelligence 
program with me, but in a series of in¬ 
terviews recently he sucssed that there 
was an enormous difference between ac¬ 
cumulating information on behalf of the ‘ 
United Nations and accumulating it on 
behalf of the United States. “Stuiff-was 
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CoUcacd”—by the Amenram?- 


feared by Iraqis. At the same time, thc^^wittiour our knowledge and without 



official said, senior N.S.A. managers 
were “panicked,” because the information 
from the telephone intercepts was “con¬ 
trolled by the United Nations.” 

e ArncricansfelLlhaiLEmersiwd- 


Butlcrs know'ledge,” Riner said. 



ut i t"—the American operar 
tion—‘'and said we have ro shut it down. 
it didn't happen." 


^ncc was ton importanr-fn be Irft m linre rhie Amcriran technicians were 


arms controllers. For the first time, with 
the aid of intercepts, Saddam’s hour-to- 
hour whereabouts could conceivably be 
tracked—and even anticipated. Within a 
few months, the Clinton Administration 
persuaded Richard Butler, an Australian 
who in the summer of 1997 had been 
ppointed the executive chairman of 
SCOM, to tell Ritter and his men in 
aghdad that they would have to get out 
of the signals-intelligcnce business; 
Waishington, and not UNSCOM, would 
now decide whom and what to listen to. 
(Butler disputes this account.) 

Thus, in April of 1998, operational 
control of the Saddam intercepts shifted 


in control, thej" focussed on Saddam— 
and not on his missiles and warheads. 
They eventually found a partem in Sad¬ 
dams movements, as tracked by inter¬ 
cepts, which ihev'believed might lead to 
a successful attempt to eliminate him. 
Saddam regularly -saw his mistresses in 
two sites—one a retreat at Auja, near his 
ancestral home, Tikrit, and the other at 
his daughter's villa in Babil, in suburban 
Baghdad. Wfficn the American forces 


A Republic an who served at a high 
level hi the Reagani and Bush Adminis¬ 
trations told me that he had learned 
before the Decemher raid that the 
Administration had “a fix” on Saddam’s 
whereabouts. Administration officials, he 
said, “were touting" the fact that they had 
good intelligence. “People treat Saddam 
as, an idiot,” he saidj^rsfeirring to Clintony^ 
and his senior aidey Hc added t hat 
^ure of the bombing was eridenre ti at-- a 
Saddam h ad been avvare of the penemuJ ^ 
tion of his telep hones, In his opinion, the . 

man said, “He, was doubling or ttipling 
on the corns”—intelligence jargon mean-^ (Z-/^ 
ing that Saddam was deliberately gener- 
ating misleading or incorrect statements. *-* ^ 
Other high-level intelfrgence offidals i 
spoke with had reservations about the 
Administrations eagerness to eliminate 
Saddam m the absence of any long-term 
strategic plan for dealing with the region. 

Tm not against nailing the guy,” one fully 
, informed mllltaiy' officer said to me, “but 
then what do you do?" Assassination, he 
added, “is not a policy. It’s a tool of pol- 
19 '." (Officially, of course, “assassination," 
vvitich is bart^ by bbcecutive Order, was 
not the purpose of the raids.) A former 
intelligence offidal vffio still consults at a 
lugh level in the Clinton Adminisnation | 
told me, “Eventually, they’ll succeed. And I ^ 
then what do we get?” I / 

rc^t of the American hijackmg | ^ 
of the U.N.’s intelligence activities was 
that Saddam survived but UNSCOM U 

not. “The American ^vemment walket^ n 
on its dick—and with golf shoes,” I 
dispirited U.N. official told me. "They jL. 








dispirited U.N. official told me. 
just goofed us." 
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N retrospect, given the inherent 
conflict between the C.I.A. and 
UNSCOM,. the remarkable fact is that 
UNSCOM lasted as long as it (fid. In early 
1991, during the Gulf War, the member 

<9lC ’ 
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states of the United Nations h ad helped 
the United States roll back the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait The spirit of post- 
■Cold War cooperation promised a mira¬ 
cle: UNSCOM, operating on behalf of the 


I APait 5,1999 

^ UtJ ( 2 ) ^ 

CQ six-year w^&n—a Cold War wamorangry telephone call from Richard Clsu^ ^ 
nle/ We had the greatest sderi- . the director of die State Department’s/v^ 
^ts and the great intelligence analyste of o £ 6 ce of political-military affairs. “HcIa^ 
iorty countries worid ng together, with afl said tii^—the American inspectors— (S ^ 
uc hands on top of the t^leAHe-&cn de- “should report to him and not to the n 


O^raong on oenalt ot the fiarTOtop of the rab klH^then de- “should report to him and not to the , ^ 

U.N. becimty Council, would utilize the senbed a dramatic earfy meeting of UN- United Nations," Ekeus recalled, adding 
secret uitelueence aeenaes nf irs mp*mK/>r corij.f tirUt^U y* __^ 1 t ri'f * 1 > it . ^ /j 


secret intelligence agendes of its member 
states, Communist and non-Communist 
alike, to investigate the Iraqi arsenal. 

, 7 —t/A Dozens of nations joined Washington 

J in providing intelligence support— 
a nd their most sophistiriiri-H _ 
intelligence operativ es—to the 
/^early UNSCOM inspections. 

The first executive chairman \ \ 
of UNSCOM, ^RoOkfius, of U I 
Sweden, was a diplomat and 
arms-control expert with an 
amiable personality that masked 
a determination to run riNsroM — 
as an mdependent U.N. opera - 
« j,<ti tion. and no t as an adjunct of Ampgra n 
O^’^iw.AA^o^eign po licy. Ekeus did turn to an 
hovrcv^Tfc^T^p m setting up" 
V ’ an, intelligence unit, bl^chose Scott Rit- 
Jp ^ ter 7 w no had served as an intelligence 
L in the Gulf War. In the security;^ 

conscious world of intelligence . Riti' 6 / 
a mved at the U'.N. with lii,gh-risk bag- 
earlier, while serving in a rop-^r^r" 


SCOM at which a Russian military expert dryly, “We had a- nasty conversation.” 
briefed his counterparts fiom the Defense Elffius held his ground, and refused to 
Department on how the Iraqis had authorize any Independent reporting 


/(Zm/ 


camouflaged their fleet of mobile Scud 
missile launchers, with Russian help, 
I before the Gulf War. (Only a 
^ few of the Scuds were destroyed 

by Allied bombing during the 
war.) “I had a colonel from 
. Russian intelligence and one 
from the C.I.A. at the same 
^ ^f?ble,” Underwood said. 
Mjiyft^/ Not everyone in Washing- 
I ifj ton shared Underwood’s en¬ 
thusiasm. ~:jome people in our 
-government could not stand it,” he ey - 
p i^ed , reterring to the senior officera of 
t^C.LA.'s Directorate of Operations. 
.“You have ro understand the culture. 
People in the C.I.A. are a mixture of 
professionals and ca^rists overlaid with 
a Cold War mentaliWThe impulse is to 


fixjm his inspection teams to Washing¬ 
ton. “The Americans werc iiritated at us, 
because they could not control the flow 
of information,” he said. 

Before leaving office, Pre sident Busb,_ 
poetically etnbarrassed by Saddam’s~defi- 
ance after the Gulf War, reoedyauffio^ 
rized the C.IA. to b eginqTlottlng.a- ra: ii ip ^ 
When Clinton succeeded Bush, he and 
Jiis national-security adviser, Anthony 
Xake, r enewed that authnrizatinn But 
,ffie new President and his aides wanted 
to keep Iraq off the fiont page. Ekeus re¬ 
plied, “Lake used to say to me, 'Don’t 
ijye us sweaty palms’”—that is, don’t 
create any crises. Dealing with Iraq be¬ 
came a secondary issue for the Washing¬ 
ton bureaucracy, and the day-to-day 
management was left to junior officers in 

. t TN I < A 


Top -secirr... J-^^invn.inn of Kuwait, howe'ver’ 
n .-Tirff^ ^ Penragon anns-control 10 b in the Soviet Sa ddam had been relentless in driving 
^ ' " tfnion, he~ h ad been suspected of hflntr —potential .A.merican spies out of his 
^rgmanne^y uivolve a Genrgiarmn—government and militarv, “His counrer- 
tionai. (H e subsequently married the intelligence blew them away," I was told 
woman.) With this shaky security file, he by a former C.LA operations officer. “All 
nobody s choice m ^shingion for the significant assets wc had in Iraq died 




spy. In the months before Iraq’s August, the Pentagon and the State Depart- 

1QOA _:_ -i.' t/_• « , « . 


thd L^-SCOM job, an d Mm^.IA ofig ak--in 1989. The a^ncy had zilch.” The 
chose to be skeptical of his bona fides. operators in th^.I.A. inevitablv saw 
Iru^y, the agency insisted that Ritter UNSCO.M—If such an agencyThiid rr> 
be c-xcludcd from its own intelligence t olerated—as a (-Sjcle-jor collecting 
briefings to UNSCOM, although Nikita intelligence on Iraq.The U.N. mspeaors 
Smidovich, a former Russian diplomat were on the ground in Tmg , wh^rp rh ,». 
and arms-control expert, who was also C.I A. could not be. 

assigned to UNSCOM’s intelligence unit, —' ' --■ 

was allowed to attend them. An internal '"j 'HE sthigglc between UNSCOM and 
C.I.A. review by a senior intelligence X Washington intensified in Sep- 
offiaal named Samuel Hoskinson, how- tember of 1991, when a U.N. inspection 
ever, qmddy concluded that Ritter was not team was detained by Iraqi forces in a 
a secunty risk, and the agency dropped its Baghdad parking lot for four davs, after 

L.^ fl*.._ < 1 t m * . . 


rnitially, the agency insisted that Ritter 
be c.xcludcd from its own intelligence 
bricfing|s to UNSCOM, although Nikita 
Smidovich, a former Russian diplomat 
and arms-control expert, who was also 
assigned to UNSCOM’s intelligence unit, 
was allowed to attend them. An internal 
C.I.A. review by a senior intelligence 
official named Samuel Hoskinson, how- 


restriction. “I never thought Ritter was 

I /Wii aiiything away," Hoskinson 

me, “ Anvwav. we're nnr gnipjf] 
^d orit share evemhing with the U.N." 
proposed sharing of inrclliamr^ 
AJ ^ad some American proponenrsA Jr was 
first time we ever turned over [intel- 
Vh /^Sroup like the United 
, .Nations" recalledp,avjdC^:Ede^ood. 
(m/^a regred Air Force cqipfl gTwho in 1991 
^ was assign^ to scrve^XStatc-Depart- 
menr liaison to UNSCOM. “I’m a twenty- 




Its leaders refused to return newly dis- Diidsion. opposed UNSCOM’s indepen- 
covered documents dealing with efforts dence. Renowned inside the agency as a 
bv'Iraq ro obi^n nuclear weapons. To temtorial and single-minded manager, 
_E|ccuss surprise, some details of the Richter had grown up in the Directorate 
—parking-lot standoff were made public of Operations, and had served two 
by the Bush .A.dministiation an Amer- decades abroad, much of it in the Middle 
icon member of the UNSCOM delegation East, Before he was recalled to Wash- 
hud been signalling privately” to the ington to run the Near East Division, 
. United States via a secure satellite- he had been chief of station in Amman, 
wlephone link.^ Ekeus upbraided the Jordan, Which was the overseas center for 
American for his back-channel report- the C.I A.’s coup plotting inside Iraq. Just 
ing to Washington, and soon received an before his promotion, Richter had been 


ment—and, of course, to the C.I.A. 
Lake and one of his senior aides on the 


. ' ' * V .4 dL >Ul 

(who was named C.I.A. director in 
1996), became fervent support ers ofj 
quick fix—the elimination of SadJl^ 
Hussein by a bloody coup d’etat. A t var- 
ious times, they suggested that it was to 
_be triggered by the Iraqi exile movement 
or from within Saddam's immediate 
circle of advisers. The failure of the 
, White House to understand the severe 
-limitations of ffie C.IA.’s Dircctonite of 
Operations—only a few officers in the 
Near East Division spoke Arabic, for 
e.xample—would mar Iraqi policy and 
create enormous difficulties for UNSCOM. 

officer in particular, 
e ventually took over 
IragToperations as head of the Near East 
Division, opposed UNSCOM’s indepen¬ 
dence. Renowned inside the agency as a 
temtorial and single-minded manager, 
Richter had grown up in the Directorate! 
of Operations, and had served two 
decades abroad, much of it in the Middle 
East, Before he was recalled to Wash¬ 
ington to run the Near East Division, ’ 
he had been chief of station in Amman, 
Jordan, Which was the overseas center for 
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deeply involved in the machinations of a 
group of high-level Iraqi defectors who 
he and his superiors thought provided 
tl\e best hope of eliminating Saddam. 
Richter was a controversial, and in- 
L timidating, manager—^brilliant, but, as 
,a)| ^ even his defenders acknowledge, with 
considerable faults. “Steven really knows 
his business,” 'one colleague told me. 
“He’s probably one of the sawnest oper- 


/-I r; J L<''^ u. i 


duded the return accommodation ad¬ 
dresses, The Iranians quick!}' became 
suspidous and blew the network apart. 
More than thlrn- Iranian informants 
M'ere seized and put to death. Many of 
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Richter's associates remain convinced 
that the reouirement for more message.. 


UEiililics 
Ideas 


of—being sloppv.” 

j N^arly 1994, Rolf Ekeus was private ly 


approached b^' an Israeli intelligence 



offidal, and he agreed to open discus¬ 
si ons with Israel on the sharing of 
UN5CO^! information.-T he first meeting, 
in New "iork, provided an electric mo¬ 
ment. The Israelis had turned over a 
stack of intelligence reports, and the 
UN'SCOM staff began rapidly flipping 
through the pages. At first, the docu¬ 
ments seemed humdrum^—“mostly an 
account ot Iraqi stockpiles,” Scott Ritter 
recalled, But one paragraph revealed the 
existence of the Iraqi weapons-conceal- 
menr operation and thc-el ite units i n. 
Saddam's 



traffic w'as their im-doing. O ne assodate 
told me, “Even'body in-the organization 
who has a memory of this knows that 
ationai 'Riu-V.»’c grill dealing vinth-a- Richter was of the worst sin a se- 

deck from th e Cold War era. It’ s the nior operations officer could be accused 
D .O. mentality’—ven^ T nrfistd! Another 
colleague satd ffiat Richter’s insistence 
on making all decisions himself had 
been extremely destructive to the Near 
East Dmsion. “He’s in control, and you 
don’t question him,” the intelligence 
officer told me. “He’s driven off the 
talented core of Arabists." A former 
White House offidal similarly depicted 
Richter as consistently letting “his ego 
get in his way on the job," and ex¬ 
plained, “He takes any person with in¬ 
dependence and says, ‘Get out of here.’ 

■ Even'bod\' who has any clue—it's ‘Out 
of here.’ ”The result, the former official 
added, was that Richter ended up sur¬ 
rounded by “tail-wagging idiots” and 
foimd himself cnn siaa dy bei n g -otnmta- 
neuve red bv Saddam. 
rjjaipThe Near East Division was inrer- 
nall}' polarized as the result of an earlier 
Richter assignment, as the director of a 
secret operations center in Germany in 
the late nineteen-eighties. The center's 
mission had been to collect intelligence 
from Iranians who were spying, at great 
personal risk, inside Iran. The operation 
was primitive. From Iran, the agents 
mailed their inTelllgence reports to a 
seemingh' innocent private home or a 
I mailbox in Germany—known in the 
,(trade as an “accommodation address”— 
to which the C.I.A had access. "There 
were only two accommodation ad¬ 
dresses" for Iran inside Germany,'one of 
Richter’s former associates told me. "It 
was assumed that Iranian countcr-intcUi- 
gcnce was locked onto them and saw 
them." Richter discounted the v'amings 
of colleagues and ordered the agents to 
double their reporting, (.^t the time, as 
everyone involved understood, a basic 
measure of a station chiefs success ■was 
sheer volume of intelligence reports.) 

Astonishingly, as a subsequent internal 
C.I A countcr-intelligcncc investigation 
showed, letters sent to Richter’s agents 
in Iran were often addressed in the same 
hand and mailed in batches that in- 
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t hat were as.signed to it, 

~ Ritter now saw arTopportunit}’, and 
ensisaged a joint Israeli-United Nations 
signals-intcUigcncc (S1C5INT) operation 
aimed at Saddam's Special Security 
Organization. This prospect triggered 
acute anxiety at the C.I.A. \^ffiat’s more, 
Ritter and his col]e^:ues wanted Wash¬ 
ington's permission to share U-2 recon¬ 
naissance photographs of Iraq witii the 
Israelis, whose photo interpreters were 
highly regarded. That was a hard sell, 
and it took more than six monffis. Ekeus 
himself had to intervene with John M. 
Dcutch. who bccanjc C.I.A direaor in 
Ma}' of 1995.‘ £kfus;ihad enormous I 
l everage in the dispute, for the U-2 
flights were under the direct control of 
UNSCOM an d could not be challenged by 
Saddam. If Washington rejected Ekeus’s 
request and insisted that the U-2 film 
nor be shared with Israel, all parties 
understood that Ekeus would simply 
stop the U-2 flights. Ekeus got his^:a}:V 
l^t only rftcr a. bitter.struggle.— 

The Directorate of Operations re¬ 
sisted the move. “I can’t tell you how 
much the D.O. sandbagged UNSCOM 
on the U-2 dispute,” one former C.I.A 
offidal told me. "They used to spin 
Dcutch up"—that is, rdsc constant 




















complaints about unscom’s inten- 
.dQns::^^d get him to call JCkeus and 
Lake" with complaints. The D.O. also 
« did not want UNSCOM to get involved 
with SIGINT at all. “Basically, th^ went 
to Ae Israelis and said, “Don't help the 
United Nations’ ” with signals intelli¬ 
gence. “Why?” The C.I.A. man an¬ 
swered his own question in a bully’s 
tone: “ ‘Iraq is my country. What in the 
hell are you doing in my country?’ ” 
Richter and his colleagu es in thp 
East Division h ad^a^speci al reason 
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to open the gyroscopes m Jordan and tory in Suitland, M^land. In the last 
imp^tb<^ns-homin^^ weeks of 1995, Ritter said, he returned to 

v^d en^Ie4JNSC©M4»^£iidjlie.^^ contact with a list of Iraqi 

a.l9,ng::g^pectedmajoiiinissik^^ companies operating out of Atn- 
then be m an and was met with the accusation 
he was “crooke d.^ Ritter said he was^ 
drat Steven' Richter had gone to his 


. . 

contacts in King Hussein’s court “and 


_ _ _ ' -- Hi J.J.USSCU 1 & tjouri anu 

■nirsraLedreasonw^security:UNSCOM sabotaged the whole 

coiJd not be trusted. A former C.IA Richter “HS to the Jordaniai^” Ritter 


was subsequently approached by an oper¬ 
ative who. worked for the C.I.A’s Noii- 
Proliferaddn Center, whose mission is to 
monitor thq spread of strategic weapons, 
^d was given an apology for the alleged 
lies that had been told In an intervieijv 
for this article, a former High-level C.IA. 


official, asked later about Richter’s atti¬ 
tude, confirmed that the Directorate -of 

—-- -- -Operations believed that “anv use of 

^ jor resenting UNSCQM's efforts tfLCoIkcL, IsraelT^ciKT^- bv Ri ttei— 

.^llige^A ^^Ith tn-the Special onage,” because Ritter was acting on 
^Secun^Llirgan^at^ by a foreign entity. 

^ ^ explanation for the lor tms arbeie, a termer high-level C.IA. 

' Remihlin p- . C.i.A.s Stan c e. “I'hey v^re gunning fo ZIofficial with dkea knowledge of the iii- 

confirmed the a^ 

TX ^ ge ffing the U-2 photo.graphv into Israeh c ount. , g 

/PKlcI^ hii^Trom den oh. irtLs w.,r!: Rlrre. rur-T . exc^^nt sources 

KSi?? targeting of both groups would stiTof had earned of Ritters acnv- 

.nevably ch. of 

was alvv^sbeating him back." 

Nothins 
iN'ovember 


relentless counter-intelligence sendee, 
and make the C.I.A.S recruiting job all 
the more difficul n Ritter and Richter 
and_ ^e two agencies, wei-p in 
other's wav. 


erqimen the Israelis informed 



Another open conflict between 
-Ll^ Ritter and_Rkhter began with an 
August, 1995:ls^inteiligence report , 
provided to Ritter, which revealed thac a 
Russian e.xport company had been 
bringing Iraq sophisticated gyro¬ 
scopes—guidance devices, salvaged from 
ballistic missiles in decommissioned 
Russian submarines, that could dramat¬ 
ically improve the accuraev' of the Iraqi 
missile -fleet. The report, based on inter¬ 
cepted telephone c^s and other forms 


-Ritter that two shipments of Russian 
gyroscopes had made their way to Iraq 
and that several shipments were sitting 
in a warehouse In Amman, awaiting de- 
liverv'. Ekeus did more than approve an 
operation; he sent a fax to one of King 


--J -- t J.OU 

. have to understand,” he added, “the D.O. 
thinks it can tell people to ‘get the hell 
out of my counoy.’" 


I 


responsible for the King's secret relations 
with Israel. A hundred and eighty sets of 
gyroscopes and test equipment were 
seized on the eve ot their shipment to 
Baghdad. "It was our *bie wcrory;' ” Ric- 

„r- - , ., , .. ^9^ toid.mcTi^lling rhai-tre^nd-faisi^MSL 

l,.xyyf£/y mtelhgence, :^o_p^ed_addi,riDiial_ danian colleagues celebrated bv prvinr. 

^ijg ^ L^ ddam h admanagd, de- open one of the moscopes and maA^eh 


C^. 


s pite unscom ’s efforts. .tO-hide adl'anced 
missiles somewhere in Iraq. TTie gvTo- 
scopes Rad been flown from Russia to 
Amman, and were picked up there bv a 
Jordanian trucking company, operating 
on behalf of the Russian merchants, and 
driven across the border to Baghdad. 

“The Israeli SIGINT was hor stuff” and 
provided invaluable specifics, Ritter re¬ 
called—“which flights, which shipments, 
which crates. .A.c least one shipment of 
the Russian gj-roscopes liad been trucked 
CO Baghdad by che time he got the 
intelligence. Rincr said, and another 
shipment was en route. UNSCOM had no 
operational capability inside Jordan, so 
Ritter turned to chq C.I.A. His im¬ 
mediate goal Was to C.IA operatives 


. -..seif says. 

tiiacthej; ;.! A’s meddling “killed the use 
of beacons in gyroscopes.” 

" "Rjtter“stmck back. He decided that 
che moment had come to debrief Iraqi 
defectors in Jordan on Saddam's weap- 

u . . , . .-o ons-cpncealment techniques. C.I.A. 

Husseins top adwsers. asking for his ' coup plotting, Ritter knew, was at its 
support. Riner was then pur into the peak “We asked for defector support — kA 
hands ot a Jordanian officer who was the right to interview defectors—“and U- 

the C.I.A. said no,” Ritter told me. “But u. 
the Jordanian government let us do it. ^ 
The C.I..A was pissed, because some of, s, 
these guys were being used for coup^^ 
plotting. I asked the defeaors to report^ 
on organization—how they communi-^' ' 
xated, their covert cells, the family ties." 
Ritter understood, he said, chat foe re¬ 
quests were provocative and poorlv 
|flmed. “Richter was very angry," he said. 



jy4996, the UNSCOM office in 
Baghdad had begun running a bur- 


iing at its co mplexity. Ritter's goal, he 
said, was to persuade UNSC6ivrs~new^' 
teund allies in Jordan to permit the ne xt 
sTiipincnt to go into Iraq, but onlv~altef 

at least one beacon had been i mplanted. - -running a Dur- 

■ J AEqfl!Uh.e..n.grt..moxt^—geoning SIGINT operation m the hope of/C 

the operation fell apan. A C.I.A learning how Saddam's special securitvf'^ 
team, iMttersays, claimed the gyroscopes apparatus was concealing his weapons C 
and told the Jordanians thac Ritter was program. Ritter and :i J.jkijta..Sxaid ^^C^J 

the Russian arms-con^Vl expert tn r 
UNSCOM's intelligenpdCnit, fashioned, [/U- 
with Ekeus’s approval, an aggressivew.^^^' 
approach: t hey would lead a team on ij? 


and told the Jordanians thac Ritter was 
untrustworthy. The grToscopes ended up 
being shipped to a government labora- 



ror eve ry frequency in the area ro “see'' 


^o's tallong to w hom-IlLhe goal was to 
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find a trequenrv fiill-n f fnrryp ted-teifeg 
That was specifically reacting to the Au 
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' UNSCOM inspectors. Once the frequenc}' 
was found—itself an extremely difficult 
I task~‘the signal could be recorded and 
sent off to N.S.A. headquarters, in Fort 
Meade, Mandand, for deertprion and 
• .translation. Signals intelligence, if pro¬ 
cessed quickly and accurate!}', could help 
i.- unravel the Iraqi panems of conceal- > 
y , iptent and deception, and so make it pos- 
y sible to find the missiles and warheads 
the UNSCOM inspcaors sensed were 
y} hidden. Eventually, after a few 

I months of collection, Ritter recalled, 

^ UNSCOM was presented with the “take” \ 

I from the intercepts, but much of it con- V 

^ i of partial transcripts and summar- ^ 

\ \ “in the clear”— ^ 

t ““^^^^'’^hled. There was link 

J/A . *1 (i rvf i-Vi#* ..._ 9 ’ f ' / 











^'idence of the encrypted conversations. 
It-was crao,” Ritter said. WacViinoi-nn j 


) U■^'5COM'5 response to the lack of 

cooperation, Krtter said, was to sav. in 
essence. ~bcrew the Americans.” and 
R and over its reels of tapes for prn.-.e sc— 
m^ro the israeJis and to British intei- 
ligcncc. w ith whom Riner had e.sTnb- 
iished a working relationship. He went 
on, “1 told the Brits, have to under¬ 
stand that the Israelis are plavcr.' and 
would share the take.' The Brits said ij 
was up to Roll.” Ekeus gave his ap¬ 
proval, Ritter said, but UNSCOM's SICI.VT 


CULUlM.-- 
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"Bu/ that was Jong ago, brfore we dipped oi^e^nki^otJ." 




-kl ^s cl gjigd _ c^ fijj inregrity;” he told me. T knew that 

GeUman. of the Washi^SISS, used Charle.s was probabh' not going to cell 
l‘.N-.SCOM equipment throughout Iraq and FJ^c, but I-perhaps cowardly so- 

UN ^M otnee space in Baghdad. _had washed mv hands of the affair." , ' 

(liter s operation, revolving around . When I talked to Ekeus, he derided , 

a group or detectors from the ruling “the stupidin’ of the-ClA." in using a 
Ba thist Party^- in Iraq, was apparently U.N. arms-control mission as a shield for 
tied to it.>. ctlorts to bring about the collecting intelligence. “The political 
long-awaited coun. which was .schednlpd iiTrlcrmont ir _*. j> t t • i U 





1 Uc ollected. Oi high quality nr nrir 

I 'NSTOM 1-r-fp 

•yv ^am from amassing a nurlpnr nroTTii 
N bkeu s initially refused to discuss de¬ 
tails of electronic intelligence with me 
warned me that Ritter often “fan¬ 
t asizes” about past events. Rnr when 
I repeated Ritters account to him he 
acknowledged that “much of what Ritter 
say's is true. We had the technology to 
1 get Saddam, and we did all the w'orL 
We asked the Americans to process it, 
and they gave us very little—chicken 
feed. The United States was not pre¬ 
pared to go out on a limb for us." . / 

(y OOMETLME in 1996, t he C.I.A.s Near^ 
I D i vis i on , tyi th approval from a 

had begun a sepa- 
ratc, ^^cip) si CINr operation inside Iraq. 

. in teams disguised as UNSCOM 

r^ ns^tors, to install li5tening~deviceiT 
^ auned at Iraqi military movement s. The ( 
secret operation, which was pub- 


—C.L.A. station chief in .Amman on a 
—supposedly secure agency communica- 
—lion.s iink and im'ormed him that Sad¬ 
dam knew all the detailed plans of the I 
coup and had rounded up and executed ' 
scor es of those invoK'cd. 

Riner told me that he had eventually 
le arned of th e C.l.A.'s(spving^nd^]fad~ 
tormally notiticd Charle^Tfif^fer . rhe~ 
s enior .American inttoUNSO^rbai n 
o f command. Ei t tef^understood the 
seriousness of the issu e: the C.I.A.’s 
i ntelligence-gathering-, if it .shonio hp~ 
uncovered and made public hv the Iraq is, 
• ^luld seriously erode UNSCOM’s stand- . 

inside Iracj and among members of~ 
The inTcmational arms-control rruTimn- 


nH^l.Kittcr. who had been sharing evpry- 
jhing he knew with Ekeus, did not .share 
jhis~discovcry with him, and he acknowl- 
e dges.ihat it was no t his finest mompnr^ 
^■was walking the line between hy.'mp_a 


gence-gathenngln Iraq would damage 
future multilatenJ arms inspection. 
can arms inspectors be trusted?” Ekeus 
asked. It makes it difficult to reestablish/ 
arms control.” A 

The collapse of UNSCOM-bas frepA 


oil, from am' constraints on the salp o f-|^y/f 
•’ arms and technologt' to Iraq. .Sa ddam 
Jvith help from Moscow, is once again^ ^ ^ 
building up his strategic capabilities and 
his grandiose plans for domination of the ^ 
Middle East. One US. arms-control 
__expert says of him, “Were looking at a 6 ^ 

.guy whose ambition is not defined by fhcprifiyp 
.Manhattan Project”—which producecU^T''^’^'^ 
the two atomic bombs used during the 
.^cond World War. Saddam, hejaiH. 


elsq, and doing my UNSCOM duties with 


^ " cyW (Jfi 
.T-1 a^Jd 7u,i 


w ants to match the American and Rn.. 
sian bomb projects” of the CnlH War p^ 

R olf Ekeus and Scott Ritter are not 
. alone in their complaints about the 
C.I.A. s operations in Iraq. The agency’s 
inability to orgamze an effective coup 
against Sa^am Hi^cb—Stcypn Ric^ .. 
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ter s feiliffcr-is an o^n secret m Wash- He urged that an effort be made by the to bomb. Ritter, in his recently published 
mgtons foreign-affairs community. The agency’s leadership to instill “some book “Endgame,” depicts the trip as 
m a)or new^apers and the congressiond —ethics" in the Directorate of Operations, Ekeus’s finest moment. Washington 
u ghgence con^ttees are tradltionafiy “ so other people”—in the C.IA—“can “might have intended for Ekeus to be 7 
cl^ apout publicly idend^g ser^ ■ deal with issues on a basis of knowledge messenger," Ritter writes/buLikeiilr 
petals of the Direaorate ot O pera- andj^st." was his own man and knpw that h eJiad 

Puu^Au ^c h rer, uyw Lhficause-of (x^tRjehterJefused a request for an a choice; be touah and lose the insoec- 


A <5.$'^ 


i ntelligence committees are traditionally 
cfiijy about publicly identifying seniojt 
officials of the Direaorate ot (Jpera^ 

TiOiis, but Richter, in parr hiTang e_r^ 

h ^quarrelwith Scott Ritter, ha s becpme_ ^erview, ^ut two of h is superintS-aL. hon prbe^dtog^r. or seek a com- 
ajublic fij^e. C.l.A.lieadquarters agreed to meet 'promise and keep the inspection regime 

Last October, Richard Perle, a with me to defend their subordinate! in place and fiincdoninp-. evp-n if flaw^ri "'i 
foreig^-affms analyst who served as a “Ste ve’s a tough, no-nonsense officer HTchose compromise, and bombs did! 
-^gh-level Defense Department official w . ho does his j.QbweU,::one official said, not M. “Ekeus saw a fatal flaw In the/ 
^^during the Reagan Administration, “We have a lot of driven people here." CHnton goes on d ' 

bro^ with tradition and pubhcly named The official aiticized Perle, saying, “I i^^^TdkilCTmSr sn^^ no t ! 
I i^chter during a speech at the American don’t think we should have Richard ’icy, it had no endgame. The Clinton 
Enterprise Institute, a conservative Perle talking about what he thinks te am was willing m confrrinr Tran , h.ir' 
Washmgton think tank. “Steve-Richter.” • about Richter. Everybody thinks he can to what purpose'-" - 
Perle said, “has an unbroken record of do our job better than most.” The sec - "^In an intervk^JJ^eus told me..that.. 
mismanag^ ent and mcompetenee, and pnd official had praise for.Scott Ritter, one of his major concerns'at the time.- 
vet as tai^as^l dirrell there has been n _p d^^Idmg him asA fo l k herQ" . rn -ma[^Ljtvas Continued 
eyt^soever^iMbJiiilureAllowiBg- in the C.IA ,^d described the dispute with the U.N. disar^S^n't process /' 
tailiim, to gamine ffieintem.a].effecBve-_ between Ritter and Richter as being The Soviet Union and Iraq had been^ 
ness ol Rioters organization. Perle , equivalent to “two bulls in a pen.” He trading parmers since the earlv davs of 
concluded ffiat Richter, “the head ot the- said he wished that people could “get the Cold War, and Iraq owed'iMoreow 


ow 


was his own man and hnew that h eJiad 
. a choice: be tough and lose the inspec- 
. non process altogether, or .seek a com- J 
promise and keep the inspection repime ' 
m place and functioning, even if flawed.” j 
HTchose compromise, and bombs did7 
not M. “Ekeus saw a^qj^l in th^ 
Clinton Iraqi policy“^'^r_goes oiTt^ 
ky. “Like the Bush AdmiHisttation po E! 
i cy, it had no endgame. The Clinton 
t eam was willing to confront Iraq, but 
to what purpose?” _ — 

In an interview, Ekeus told me -that- 
one of his major co ncerns at the time< 
- was .Eontlnue'd Russian co oper atior ufl 


Near East Dirision at the Central Inrel-j 
ligence Agency, unless he's got a storv to\ 
tell that justifies his continuation in ffiat 
job, should be removed on grounds of 
incompetence and lack of tundamenral 
qualification to hold that position.” 

Similarly harsh criticism'was voiced 
in interviews with past and present 
White House and C.I..A.. officials. 
“There is no line drawn in the D.O,.” 


1 JA. 


along or nor get along, without it haring 
incemationa! ramiiicadons.” 

(A i 

S .-\DD.\M Hussein, confident after 
easily outmaneuvering the C.I.A.’s 
coup plotting, sought in the late sum¬ 
mer of 1996 to derail the UNSCO»M in¬ 
spection schedule. Scott Ritter’s unit, 
guided by its electronic intelligence, had 
targeted a cluster of Hussein's Special 


one retired intelligence officer told me. Republican Guard tacilities that were 
VC - been Ued to bv Sjsve Richter.* b elieved to be shielding strategic mateii- 
Arms-control concerns abuur Iraq UNSCOM was getting close to the real 
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trading parmers since the early davs of 
the Cold War, and Iraq owed Moscow 
at least seven billion dollars for its arms 
support during the eight-year war with 
Iran. I t was understood by all that if |^ 
MoscowTost taich in the integrity ofv. 
LE^SCOM it would begin to rearm Sad¬ 
dam. “ Of course we had'to have Russia 
satisfied," Ekeus said. “They had to her 
part of the process."-''^ 

As head of UNSCOM, Etois h^ad sue-'"'' 
cessfiiUy balanced concern about Russia,' 


Republican Guard tacilities that were the unceasing pressure from the Clin- 
beiieved to be shielding strategic materi- ton Administration, and the inherent 


0 /A flaring nuclear bomb s.-he said, “are losl 

on the D.O.” He added, “.\nd we 
dirir support. It was in our in- 
terest to take whatever information 
came along and get it to LE,-SCO.\I."The 
underlring issue is insritutiona], he said. 


' ttiing, a nd Saddam provoked another 
cri5is.~Ric ter's group refiiscd to leave the 
entrances to inspegion sites, nnd Tmgi 
guards refiased to let them in. Ekeus flew 
CO Baghdad. The White House had told 
him to get rough: Bill Clinton was ready 


u, 






^ “Oh> defimtely, Ifeel there's a reason I v;, 




laas given a second chance ." 
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_ risks in the ongoing SIGINT program.,(f 
Then, in July, 1997, Ekeus resigned. 

. from the U.N. to become Sweden’s Am- 
—bassador to the United States. He says 
he left behind one urgent recommen- | 
dation: that UNSCOM “should not con- 1 
rinue the SIGINT, because the recum was 
not worth it." 

Ekeus was among those who had 
enthusiastically' endorsed Australia’s 
Richard as the new UNSCOM ‘ 

ec^J^tcKSman. It was, Ekeus told^ 
.m-elater, a terrible misjudgmenc. “ButlerA 
lost control," he said. “He did not go^ 
into operations, and he wasn’t interested ^ 
in keeping the Iraqis on the defensive." 
Butler also failed to “see the warning 
signals" from Russia, Ekeus said. “If the 
■Russians complain, he had to take it se¬ 
riously," One of Butler’s first acts was to 
formally create a Concealment and 
Investigations Unit—Ekeus had left 
matters informal—and put Ritter in 
charge. Butler also moved Charles 
Dueller, the senior American UNSCOM 
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official, onto his management team, 
and, according to Ritter, began exclud¬ 
ing Nikita Smidovich, the experienced 
Russian, from more sensitive matters. 

Butler has consistently maintained that 
he had “no knowledge” of an American 
turnover of UNSCOM’s intelligence oper¬ 
ations in Iraq for its ovm purposes—a 

statement that was put into question by , _ ^ 

last Decembers attempted assassination tli ^elp' ot hnmakov’s Forei^ 
of Saddam. In an interview, one C.I.A. Mi^tn- in the gyroscope epis^, 
officer who worked closely with the UN- ' After the U.iX upset UNSCOM's 
SCOM intell^nce operation agreed thaiClffort to Intercept the Russian 
Butler, unlike Ekeus, was not up tO-qgyroscopes, Ekeus ordered the se- 
“challenging” the Administration when |nior Russian on his staff, Nikita 
it came to Iraqi policy. “He’s a great 


the head of Russian foreign intelli- briefed on the British intercept depicted 
gcnce, had been posted to ffie Middle' the information linking the Russian 
East in the nineteen-sixties as a Pravda Prime Minister to the Iraqi funds as 
correspondent, and he became friendly categorical. “A pavmenr was marie,” nnp 
with Saddam Hussein. The two men informed Ameririin-ftOd- iiThis k r ock 
grew closer after_Saddam took over the —solid—like Tohn Gotti ordering a 
I raqi Presiden c y, in 1979 — Inst — bow —whack on the telephone. Tronrlad 
close they remaine d became clear in ^ second official similarly recalled 


199b, when i-keus 



Speaker, the C.I.A man said of Butler, 
with a shrug. 

By the spring of 1998, the C.IA. had 
r taken Ritter and UNSCOM out of the 
2 loop on signals intelligence, but Ritter 
4^1 still had authorit)', subject to Butler’s ap¬ 
proval, to initiate inspections anv-where 
in Iraq, and he continued to do so, with 
his usual aggressiveness. “That's what 
finally turned the Administration around 
on Raner,” a former C.I.A official told 
me. “Ritter felt he needed the confronta¬ 
tions to provide intelligence. He wasn’t 
clearing them in advance; he w'as doing 
; his job. But Sandy Berger and Made¬ 
leine Abright”—the national-securin' 

■ adviser and the Secretary of Stare-^ 

I “couldn't have their schedules dictated 
I by when Ritter chose to have his con¬ 
frontations with Iraq." 

Butler went along with the decision 
to rein in Ritter, and within months 
Ritter resigned. The U.N. inspection 
process began to unravel in public, and 
all that Saddam had to do to keep up 
with the story was to turn on CNN. 
There were immediate consequences 


|Smidovich, to present Primakov 
with a complete dossier of Russian 
front companies that were illegally 
trucking contraband goods into 
Iraq. Ekeus also saw to it that 
Primakov was informed; in writ- 
ling, of “all, the details” of how' 
UNSCOM had learned about the firms-~- 
via intercepted telephone calls and other 
communications. Ekeus told me that he 
considered the material "proof of Rus¬ 
sian smuggling to the Iraqi nuclear pro¬ 
gram." but Primakov, he said, "insisted 
that there was no state organization 
involved"—that the shippers were oper¬ 
ating on their own. What happened 
^ next, he said, was that “we requested that 
I they conduct their own investigation, 
and U^'SC0.^1 never saw the results of 
that." In a similar smuggling case invok¬ 
ing a'direct complaint to Primakov, he 
added with a w-rv' laugh, “the Russians 
read the reports and, in-stead of arresting 
the guys, they changed their signals." 

In November of 1997, the American 
intelligence communin' was startled 
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jence as being of the highest 
qualit}’. “There was a wire enmsfe. 
to an account"—traceable to Pri 
makov'—“of eight hundred thou 
sand dollars," the official told hk 
H e added that the report’s credo^ 
bilit}’ was heightened by the fap 
that he and others in the mtel|l-„ 

. gence community had heard “alle- ^ '' 
gations" for years that Primakov 
“had been paid big time by Iraq.” V , [ 
Intelligence officials said that(^Ar 
earlier reports concerning Pri- 
makov had been discounted, 
including a specific allegation in Sep-' - ■ ^ 
tember, 1993, from a secret informer in 
Moscow that Primakov, then the head 
of the Russian intelligence service, had 
received a S1.2-miIlion payment from 
Iraq. The intelligence had been greeted 
skepticall}’ at the time' because of the 
unreliabilit}’ of human sources. None¬ 
theless, one fully informed C.LA offi¬ 
cial told me, the senior leadership of 
the agenc}' has “believed for the longest 
time” that Primakov was “getting 
payoffs” from the regime of Saddam 
Hussein. (A spokesman at the Russian 
Embassy in Washington vehemently 
denied all charges of corruption on 
Primakov s pan.) 


(/ 


T he current standoff in Iraq, with 
no inspectors on the scene and 
American bombs falling daily in the 






when a British intercept produced evn- 

I --1—•—dcncc of an cight-hundred-thousand- /vjncrican oomos lauung oauv in the ' J 

ffi ie%ence Ecp . o as^ gan to pour tm e- dollar pavmcnt to Primakov from Tariq no-fly zones, is a dev'astaring setback for 
ashington descri bing the la^ volume Aziz, Iraq s Deputy'Prime Minister, arms control—and the end of the dream 2/''^' 
techii i ca l . goods —(Britainssignals-intcUigcnce unit shares for those who joined UNSCOM in the 2^ 
jti Ku were b'em^ck giandff nv m into— twen its most sensitive intelligence with aftermath of the Gulf War. “There was a f 
^rag^he materials were believed to its colleagues in the National Security time when we thought this would 

Agency, under a liaison agreement dat- provide a model for what you could do,” 
ing back to the early days of the Cold recalled Robert Galluci, dean 
^^ar.) It was a bank transfer tirar was nC Cr^w^ . 

electronically monitored," one informed 
source told me. “Thev' scoop these things 
up like a vacuum cleaner now." It is 
not clear how the intelligence commu¬ 
nity was able to identify Primakov as 
the beneficiary. (It was unlikely that, as 
a former high-level intelligence official, 
he would accept Iraqi payoff funds in a 


[u3e~spare parts for the surfacc-to- 
rr missile systems that now defend 
Iraqi radar sites in the no-fly zones to 
the north and south of Baghdad, and 
al so mo re sophls.Tic.ai5Ld..g£.ar_for’ 
Saddam’s raissile,svstcrns^ , * 


i /\) \2~ 


Rusmn involvement has 
I I j __. /-• t » 


the C.I.A. 
the Russian 


JL raised questrops'ln t 
about YevP'e^vJ^W rV 
Pnmcr^nlster, who is considered a 
potential successor to Boris Yeltsin. Pri¬ 
makov, an Arabist who in 1991 became 
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named account) Nonetheless, in inter¬ 
views with me, two officials who were 


Georgetown University’s school of for- 
cign service, who served as a deputy to r 
Ekeus in 1991 and 1992. Now, he said, 
“there is no future for UNSCOM.” 

“Russia is hopeles4^now^v and may- 
be" even dangerou^" a dejected Rolf 
Ekeus told me. “it's clear that Russia/ 
is' malting a'serious effort to control 
events. Saddam ■will get a bomb, be- 



cause these materials arc floating in. 
Every day, they are more advanced.” ♦ 
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A REPOKTEIl AT LARGti 


5COTT RITTER'^ PRIVATE VAR 

Saddam Hussein charged that the ag^essive XJH. arms inspector Scott Ritter was a spy. 

CJA, polygraph experts had their own doubts about Ritter. How did one marine, operating by his own 
rules, make himself the architect and enforcer of the ^ort to uncover Saddanis secret weapons? 


BV PETER J. BOYER 




m Washington^ 

's pent the we^ sum¬ 
mer and early fall publicfy ques¬ 
tioning the truthfulness of the Pr«ident, 
but Ritter’s complaints had nothing to 
do with seat. Ritter is the Marine Corps 
reserve major vdio in late August quit 
his job as a United Nations arms inspec¬ 
tor to protest tile Administration’s un¬ 
spoken shift in policy toward Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq. Fitter’s assertion—and it 
has not been refuted-4s that in tile last 
year the United States has furtively re¬ 
treated fiora its stated policy of ridding 
Iraq, under threat of &tc^ of its capacity 
to develop and employ chemical weap¬ 
ons, biological weapons, and nuclear 
weapons. 

Since his resignation, Ritter has been 
praised by supporters, in the media and 
in coi^ressional hearings, as a modest 
hertid of the square-jawed truth. He is 
in Set a great deal more: someone who 
saw himself as the imtniment of a radi¬ 
cally new concept in disarmament— 
peacekeeping as a different land of wai> 
fere. Within (he United Nations spedal 
commission charged with disarming 
Iraq; Ritter helped to form and-operatc 
vtiiat amounted to a discrete iiitelligence 
operation, applying tradecraft to a task 
vAose tools h^ aWys been apen and a 
clipboard. His operation was not bound 
by the usual protocols of national secu¬ 
rity oi^ for tiiat matteii by U.N. prece¬ 
dent In tile national-securiy oflSces of 
tile White House, Ritter was sometimes 
referred to as Dartii Ritter, arid though 
(he Administration denied charges by 
Saddam that he was a spy, some people 
at the Central Intelligence Agency ap¬ 
parently were not so sure. Polygraph ex¬ 
perts Acre raised the prospect, after 
running extensive tests, that Ritter 


might have been working for Israel—or, 
at least, that he had inappropriately 
handed American secrets to Israeli in¬ 
telligence agents. The degree to which 
these suspicions may have influenced 
policy dedsbns in Washington, if at all, 
is not known. 

What is known is that back in Janu¬ 
ary, after Saddam had accused Rittw of 
bdng a spy and blocked his team fiorn a 
key rite, President Clinton brushed foe 
accusation aside and dispatched ships 
and troops to the Persian Gulf. War 
seemed imminent. “We have foe au- 
tiiority to use military force,” Secretety of 
State Madeleine Albright warned, re¬ 
ferring to Iraq’s obligation, under U,N. 
Resolution 687, to allow fiee, unfettered 
weapons inspections. “We are prepared 
to go unilaterally.” 

Then, in February, the ctMs^ddenly 
passed; jjli ^.N. S eac^^ ^.eneral. 
KoftA^am it ^TC!^~agTeemeirf' 
I^a^tiiat allawedriispections to resume. 
But Clinton continued to tough, 
Ip' April, he declared that foe standoff 
h^ ended only because of American 
and iatemational “resolve to both use 
military force and impose the severest 
consequences on Iraq for any further 
Iraqi transgressions.” 

Despite tiac brawny posturing, Ritter 
and his feUow-inspectors began to sus¬ 
pect that American policy had secretly 
changed. On sfa: occasions, plans for ag¬ 
gressive U.N. inspcctioiis in Iraq were 
judged too combative by foe United 
States and were modified or cancelled. 
Ritter’s suspicion was borne out when,' 
in August, Saddam once again refused 
to allow inspectors to cany out their 
task. This time, foe United States hardly 
bothered to protest lUtter, in a wddy 
pubbeised letter of resignation, declared, 


“The illusion of arms control is more 
dangerous than no arms control at all" 

Ritter’s gesture strack a chord. Such 
individual moral certrinly seemed almost 
startlingly out of time at a moment 
when Washhigton was focus-grouping 
the fete of a Presidency and the White 
House was opinion-polling contrition 
posture, Ritter now finds himself be¬ 
coming a celebrity. Althougji he has no 
job (as lus wif^ Marina, has reminded 
him), he has a lecture agent, and his lit¬ 
erary agent is entertaining offers for a 
book contract. Limousines pick him up 
for network mqjiatig news shows. 'The 
?rA.pubHshe^‘ series of 
y'fS^^i^pdfefian, focussing 
on Ritte^,^dSviti« mlraq, and last 
month he was flown to Aspai for foe 
annual Forstmann Little & Company 
retreaq ■where Colin Powell, Sam Nunn, 
Henry Kissinger, and others took nuns 
'^ennting him a “great American.” 

Just after Ritter resigned, he agreed 
to be interviewed for this account We 
met several times during foe following 
weeks, mostly in foe moderi home in the 
Westchester County vilk^ of Hasfings- 
on-Hudson where he lives wifo Marina, 
foeir tvtin daughters, and his m-kws, 
Ritter is a big man (six feet four, two 
hundred and ten pounds), and is polite 
in a military manner. His eyeglasses and 
easy smile suggest an ingenuousness that 
is more than balanced by an Intensity 
that lies just beneath the surface. The in- 
tenrity flares when ranversation turns to 
his strained relationship ■with his govern¬ 
ment, which he insists has less to do wifo 
his own deeds than wifo foe Adminis¬ 
tration’s policy muddle regardii^ Iraq. 
“It’s" not a Scott Ritter issue," he says. 

Perhaps, but it is certainly true that 
Ritter came to embody this country's 
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hard-line policy toward Saddam’s weap¬ 
ons programs, and that Washington 
grew wary of the policy and of the man 
at once. By dint of his extraordinary 
resourcefulness, fiaroii and willingness 
to stretch the rules, Ritter came to play 
a role that was, as Senator Joseph Biden 
sarcastically told him, “above your pay 
grade.’’'nis war that.tius country almost 
found itself plunging into at the be^- 
ning of the year was, to some real de¬ 
gree, Scott Ritter's war; By tiie the 
Admimstration backed off, Ainerica’s 
Iraq policy had become no policy at all 

I. WGHTEOU5 ZEAL 

HE Gulf War did not end on a bat¬ 
tlefield m Iraq. It ended in New 
York, at the United Nations Building, 
with the passage, in April of 1991, of 
Resolution 687, which allowed Saddam 
Hussein to remain in poweti still heading 
an Army and a host of 6litc security 
fiirces. In exchange, the economic sanc¬ 
tions that the U.N. had imposed on Iraq 
before the Gulf War would largely stay 
in place, insuring that Saddam could not 
raise mon^ for new militaristic ventures 
ty selling oil abroad. In addition, Sad¬ 
dam agi^ to accept the destruction of 
Iraq’s long-rat^ missiles and of its nu- 
clea:q biologic^ and chemical arsenals, 
and to allow all facilities involved in 
the research and development of ihe» 


weapons to be rendered harmless. A spe¬ 
cial U.N. commission—UNSCOM—was 
created to conduct the disarmament. 

Although Iraq filed a cfeclosure re¬ 
port on its missile prograin within a 
few weeks of signing the U.N. resolu¬ 
tion, this was revealed, over the next five 
years, to be mostly a fiction. Iraq vowed 
that it had no interest in germ warfare, 
but it has turned out that the country 
developed a phannacopom’s worth of 
killer biology. In addition to a miao- 
oiganism <^cd Clostridium j>e}fiingem, 
wh^ causes gas gangrene (Iraq had 
prcapucad ninety g^ons of the. stuff), 
Saddam’s forces also had more than two 
thousand gallons of anthrax (enough to 
kill millions); 5,125 gallons of botu- 
linum toxin, a biological poison that 
paralyzes and strangles its victims 
(enough to Idll the world's population 
several times over); and 2.7 gdlons of 
ricin, a pesticide that causes death in 
humans within .two days. And that is 
just the biolo^cal arsenal that Baghdad 
finally admitted to; UNSCOM suspects 
there is much more still hidden. 

As for its chemical-warfare arsenal, 
Iraq reluctantly admitted that it had 
produced VX, the nerve gas infamous 
for its lethality—one drop lolls—and 
had amassed four hundred metric tons 
of the chemicals needed to make it Iraq 
also admitted producang between a hun¬ 
dred and a hundred and fifty metric tons 




of sarin gas, which causes spasmic fien^ 
and then death, and five hundred metric 
tons of mustard gas. 

Itaq steadfestly claimed that it had 
never had a nuclear program, or any 
ambition to develop one. Rolf Ekeus, 
UNSCOM’s first executive chairman, ssys, 
“We soon detected that the nuclear file 
was a complete falsification.” Iraq’s nu¬ 
clear program is now believed to be 
lacking only highly enriched uranium 
in order to detonate a twenty-Idloton 
bomb. 

In September of 1991, a high-level 
Iraqi defector confirmed what was al¬ 
ready becoming apparent to die disarma¬ 
ment team; Laq had a vast program of 
ili^al-weapons development, the docu¬ 
mentation and' components of which 
were hidden throughout the country. 
“I would say it v'as the equivalent to 
war; m arms conttol," Ekeus says. “They 
were really not only deiying but aggres¬ 
sively blocking and misleading and usi^ 
all the tricks in the book to thwart us.” 

It was obvious that if UNSCOM was 
going to succeed it would have to do 
more than try to verify passively that 
Iraqi declarations were provably untrue. 
In;a noteworthy philosophical depar¬ 
ture for the U.N., UNSCOM derided 
that if Iraq was going to wage the 
arms-control equivalent of war UNSCOM 
would do the same. A new tactic was 
conceived: the “inspection of discovery," 
whereby an UNSCOM team would con¬ 
duct inspections, often by surprise, at 
sites of its own choosing. This was an 
inherently confrontational approach, 
and—depending, as it did, upon lo¬ 
gistics and intelligence—it was more 
like a militaiy mission than like a tradi¬ 
tional arms-verification exercise. An 
UNSCOM offidal, suggested tiie recruit¬ 
ment of someone.perfoctly suited to the 
arms-control equi^ent of war—a Ma¬ 
rine Corps captain he’d known in Rus¬ 
sia, One senior American offidal, look¬ 
ing back, says, “If there wasn’t a Ritter, 
he’d have to be invented.” 



T he quality that Scott Ritter brought 
to UNSCOM, in the early autumn 
of 1991, was righteous zeal. It was his 
defining characteristic, and always had 
been. Ritter was born in 1961, .at the 
tail end of the baby boorn, but he and 
three sisters managed to pass through 
adolescence nearly oblivious of the '• 
convulsions of the youth qiltute that 

] 

I 

I 





A (vtAIVINb IN A HUimr 


shaped their generation. Theirt vfos a 
militaiy &mily, which for the children 
meant a life of relocation, sudden mid- 
tenn transfers into and out of schools 
with names like Chester Nimitz Ele¬ 
ment and George C. Marshall HOigh. 
VWlIiam Scott Ritter, Sr., was an Air 
Force mechanic who went back to 
school to get an officer’s commission. 
He married an Air Force nurse, Patrida 
Folkmire, and they reared their femily 
on military bases from Florida to Ha¬ 
waii to Ankara. It was a life with i^s 
own cadence and rhythms—a culture 
apart from the civiliali America that was 
noisily remaking itself beyond the gates 
of the base. When Scott’s older sister, 
Shirley, attended Brown, in the nine¬ 
teen-seventies, she was nonplussed after 
a friend asked her whether she.had ever 
participated in the antiwar movement. 
“I had no idea about the peace move¬ 
ment,” she recalls. .“We just knew that 
our friends’ dads were going to war.” 

As a boy, Scott showed a talent for 
draiwing and deagn, enough encour¬ 
age his mother’s hope that he might be¬ 
come an artist. The thought repelled 
him. “He wanted to go into the rdlitaiy 
ever since I can remember;” his fkther 
says. “He was very ied-vriiite-and-blue." 
Scott’s sisters knew that if th^ really 
wanted to annoy their brother they.could 
move the pieces.of his carefully assem¬ 
bled toy-soldier batdefields, whose tiny 
in&nitiymen and cannons he spent hours 
dqiloying. Scott devoured history, espe¬ 
cially the great military campaigns, and, 
even within the context of a military 
frmily, his obsesaveness seemed a litde 
weird. T was worried about that, to be 
honest with yoi^” the senior ^tter re¬ 
calls. Ma^ of the men Scott knew—his 
frther ^and his father’s friends and col¬ 
leagues—were attached to NATO, and 
Scott frshioned himself as a fierce junior 
Cold Warrior He would talk of growing 
up to kill Russians, and when he em¬ 
braced the jok^ phrase “Kill a Commie 
for Mommy” it was not for its irony. 

He was an mdifferent student, but 
the United States Military Academy, at 
West Point, ran a prep school in New 
Jersey that offered a yearlong program of 
intensive study designed to hdp promis¬ 
ing students reach the admisrions stan¬ 
dards. ’The price of the school was a scr- 
vic» commitment to the Anay. In 1979, 
Ritter jumped at it, signing a sk-year 
enlistment obligation. “We ran a pretty 


tough program,” says Colonel Calvin 
DeWitt (Ret), who was the comman- 
of the school when Ritter attended 
it Scott adapted to barracks life at the 
school, but by the end of the year he had 
second thoughts about West Point;, It 
wasn’t gung-ho enough for him. At the 
basic camp reqmred the prep school, 
Scott had met a young marine, a Semper 
Fi eulogist, who spoke of the corps in 
rhapsodic language derived from “The 
Sands of Iwo Jima.” Despite the sk-year 
commitment to the Army, Scott, in a 
youthful display of the persuasive power 
that would shape his professional life, 
mana^ to talk his way into an “honor¬ 
able discharge for the good of the ser¬ 
vice” by promising Colonel DeWitt that 
he would become a Marine officer. 

In the winter of 1981, Scott enrolled 
at FranHin and Marshall College, iri 
Lancaster; Pennsylvania, much to the re- 
lief of his father. The senior Ritter 
thought that life on a civilian campus 
would temper Scott’s fixation on the mil¬ 
itary—a career choice he considered be¬ 
neath his son’s potential. But on the 
Lancaster campus, which didn’t even 
have an R.O.T.C. program, Scott’s mili¬ 
tary identity blossomed. A classmate 
named Bob Murphy recalls returning 
to school from Christmas break and see¬ 
ing Ritter for the first time—a huge 
figure with a military haircut, curled on 
his dorm-room, floor counting off a 
thousand situps. Ritter had enrolled in 


a summer Marine officer-training pro¬ 
gram. On the campus, he viras called 
Saige, and he pk^ on foe Franklin and 
Marshall football team. He wasn't as tal¬ 
ented as he was enthusiastic-^luntarily 
running extra wind sprints at practice— 
and he was made captain of the spedal- 
teams unit, also known in football as the 
“suicide squad,” for the head-on aban¬ 
don required of its partidpants. Ritter 
studied Russian history and language 
(“Russia’s-a threat, so I want to study 
’em,” he told his parents. “Gotta know 
your enemy”) and became his depart¬ 
ment’s honors student After graduation, 
he married his college sweetheart, Heidi 
Evans, and headed for tiie corps. 

As a newly commissioned second 
lieutenant in 1984, Ritter was a marine 
in a hurry.. At the basic-training school, 
m Quantico, Vitginia, new oflScers are 
given pep talks by representatives of the 
sice’s various specialties—artillery, lo¬ 
gistics, and so on—^and are asked to se¬ 
lect a field of concentration. Toward the 
end of the presentation to Ritter’s class, 
the officer from Marine intelligence 
told the young men that an intelligence 
officer had to understand each of the 
disdplmes, and Ritter decided that he’d 
found his calling. The standard route to 
intelligence required candidates to first 
complete a du^year tour learning to 
command a combat platoon. But Ritter 
. had no patience for standard procedure. 
He wrote directly to the commandant 
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"Not tonight—I haw the legal (fa headache. ’ 
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of the Maiioc Corps telling him diat 
the corps was wasting a valuable intelli¬ 
gence asset by keeping Second Lieu¬ 
tenant Scott ^tter fbom his calling. 
speak Russian,” Ritter recalls writing, 
and I want to be an intelligence officer. 
Thats what I want to do for the Marine 
Corps and I think it would be a waste 
of your time to put me through combat- 
officer training just so I can be an in¬ 
telligence officer. I need to start now." 
Somehow, Ritter’s request was granted: 
he was dispatched to Twenty-nine 
Palms, California, where he became the 
7th Marine Amphibious Brigade’s junior 
intelligence officer. 

Ritter’s superiors there gave him 
some books, pointed the way to the 
brigade’s various units, and told him to 
go forth and become an intelligence of¬ 
ficer. His captain, Dan Button, gave him 
one piece of advice: Learn to th^ “out¬ 
side the box.” It turned out diat think¬ 
ing outside the box was Ritter’s default 
mode. The command staff had never 
seen anything like itfiom any junior of¬ 
ficer. “Since his arrival..; Lt Ritter has 
shown non-stop initiative and desire,” 
an early report from one of Ritter’s su¬ 
periors read. “His unbridled desire to 
learn and contribute... was exceeded 
only by his positive ‘can-do’ attitude.” 
Before long he was editing and produc¬ 
ing the brigade’s weekly intelligence 
summary. By the time the Marine 
Corps got around to sending Ritter to 
intelligence school, in 1986, he had been 


awarded the Navy Achievement medal 
As Ritter was promoted through tiie 
tanks, he would perform his assigned 
tasks reliably and then dream up new 
projects and go off on his own. Occa¬ 
sionally, this tendency to independence 
caused problems, as when he contrived 
a plan to create a sort of 'spyinobile for 
his unit. With the help of a staff ser¬ 
geant, Ritter acquired a receiver, radios, 
and other ^zmos from a Defense Lo¬ 
gistics Agency warehouse m the Cali¬ 
fornia desert and transformed a standard- 
issue Humvee, with guidance froin the 
vehicle’s manufacturer, into an intel¬ 
ligence-downloading unit on wheels. 
When it came to light that Ritter had 
broken various laws and regulations 
(including a ban on direct contact with 
a defense contractor), he was chided 
by his superiors, but only gently. Ritter’s 
bosses found the young officer’s In¬ 
genuity impressive, and his fitness re¬ 
ports a marine’s equivalent of a report 
card—were unfailin^y glowing. In Jan¬ 
uary of 1988, just two years out of in¬ 
telligence school Ritter got the job of 
his dreams—a ticket to Russia. 

T he Intermediate Nuclear Force 
Treaty, signed by Ronald Reagan 
in 1987, called for reductions m United 
States and Soviet arsenals of certain 
missiles, and led to the creation of the 
On-Site Inspection Agency (O.S.I A), a 

creature of foe Department of Defense, 

to monitor foe reductions. The agenty 
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allotted positions to each of foe mHitaiy 
branches, and Ritter—his candidacy no 
doubt enhanced by his bacl^ound in 
Russian—was selected for one of the 
Marine slots, becoming foe only lieuten¬ 
ant among a collection of majors and 
colonels. Before he got out of Washing¬ 
ton, thou^ he was halted m foe hallway 
at foe agency’s headquarters by a Ma¬ 
rine colon4 who, Ritter recalls, began 
baking at him in a foreign language. 
Ritter scarcely understood a word of 
what he was saying, vfoich was not good, 
because the colonel was the agency’s 
Russian-Iangu^ expert The colonel de¬ 
clared Ritters flluency" in Russian a 
fiaud,,and kicked him off the team. But 
Ritter didii’t give up. Having persuaded 
foe officer in charge of monitoring mis- 
ales of foe need for a counter-intelligence 
program, he fouiid himself named.foe 

team’s counter-intelligence officer. 

_ So Ritter got to Vbtkinsk, a clos^ 
city m foe heart of Russia, up against foe 
■foothills of foe Urals. At foe Vbtldnsk 
Machine Building Plant, Soviet tech- 
mdans had formerly assembled SS-20s, 
intermediate-range nuclear missiles 
now banned by the treaty, and were 
continuing to assemble SS-25s, a type 
of ICBM. On paper, Ritter had a mun¬ 
dane monitorii^ job, but his seaet task, 
foe source of his enfousiasm, was intel¬ 
ligence. In this capadty, Ritter dedded 
that his first mission was to figure out 
hovc^ exactly the Soviets were monitor¬ 
ing his teams.’This was a challenge for a 
novice American spy in a dosed 
Soviet dty—espedally for one 

trying to get by with his limited • 
Russian. “So I hang around Vbt¬ 
kinsk and just observe,” hd' re¬ 
calls. “O.K., we’re at foe hotel 
What kind of people live at this 
hotel? Not too many people but 
.^ericans. But what about that 
^ vfoo keeps going up to the 
fifth floor with the big brief¬ 
case? Well, I’m going to write 
that down and see vfoat he do«. 
And he has a fiiend—they meet. 
WeU, I saw tiiat guy downtown. 
He was over here with another, 
guy. What kind of car docs he 
drive? What’s foe license plate 
of the car? And you start put¬ 
ting it together and suddenly 
you rtylize there’s a survdllance 
mechanism out there watching 
what you do. What I basically 
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did was start putting together a pic¬ 
ture of how the Russians monitored us.” 

Ritter also discovered that the Rus¬ 
sian escorts—univTOity g^Is, who ^ke 
flawless Englislr—reported every conver¬ 
sation direSly to the plant’s First De¬ 
partment, a security unit assodated wth 
the K.G.B. The young women were at¬ 
tractive and bteiligent, which to Ritter 
meant only one thing. T wrote a report 
for the C.I A.,” he recalls. T said, ‘Look, 
we’ve got a problem here. These gurls are 
so smart, they speak English so well, and 
they interact with Americans so effec¬ 
tively that they have to be spies.’ ” It was 
^ an assessment that Ritter one day had 
reason to regret^ but for the moment his 
jlj! diaracteristicsdf-ccrteinty ruled. 

Ritter %md himself bridling against 

J^/land ;i^^*wj ao mdsted that Ritter 
V limSfmsraOTts to the passive coUecdon 
y of information. Rittewas disappointed. 

. T had put'in a whole bunch of aggrrs- 
stve' plans on how to really rape the Rus¬ 
sians, in terms of intelligence,” he re¬ 
calls. “Like building a desk that really is 
a radio antenna. I- actually deseed it, 
and had a plan on getting it in, but La- 
joie said no.” Even constrained, Ritter 
was able to produce results. Ritter sus¬ 
pected that the fedlity was developing 
follow-on missiles to Ae SS-20 and the 
SS-25, which he believed the Russians 
were slipping past the inspectors. De¬ 
vising an elaborate surveillmce formula; 

. derived from observing railcars that 
were used to bring parts into the plant 
and to transport completed missiles out, 
he wM able to demonstrate his assertion. • 
Such work—wluch in many respects 
prefigured his subsequent efforts in 
Iraq—won him. notice in the intelli¬ 
gence community, and an invitation to a 
■ counter-uitelligence conference atwhidi 
his voluminous reports out of Vbtidnsk 
were roundly praised. His. biggest re¬ 
ward was one (hat he was allowed to see 
but not to keep—a letter of commen¬ 
dation from the director of die CJA 
In 1990, after two years with O.S J A, 
Ritter became conamed about his mar¬ 
riage, which had suffered from his ex¬ 
tended absence, and asked for some 
time to repair tiiigs at home. In Sep¬ 
tember, he submitted his resignation to 
the Marine Corps. But that summer 
Saddam Hussein had invaded Kuwait, 
and to a marine, as Ritter puts it^ “war is 
a good thing." He wrote another letter 


to the Marine Corps asking it to put a 
hold on his resignation, and the corps, 
building for war, agreed. 

D esert Storm was the perfect test 
for Ritter’s “outside the bojc” ori¬ 
entation, and he landed in the perfect 
spot to demonstrate it He was assigned 
to Central Command Headquarters, in 
Riyadh, Saudi Aabia, 'where he was 
placed in the battle-daraage-asscssraent 
unit, charged with the task of measuring 
the damage that coalition . 

forces were inflicting upon 4 

Iraq’s war machine. Mostly, 
that meant hunting for Scuds. ® 

If Iraq’s Scud missiles hurtling jT 

toward Tel Ariv succeeded in Ww 
^^^.drawing Israel into the war, 

Arab support for the coalition 
. would be seriously weakened. R)r tiie 
coalition command, the finding and 
destroying of Scud-missile launchers 
be<ame an important task, and one that 
seemed achievable. 

Ritter felt otherwise. He had b^me 
fimuliar with mobile missiles, in Russia, 
and knew that their portability made 
them difficult, if riot impossible, targets. 
'As reports came in fiom coffition fighter 
pilots claiming a mounting record of 
Scud “kills,” he was skeptical, and he . 
began writing analysis reports'asserting 
' that the bombing raids couldn’t be de- 
streyfrig as many Said launchers as had 
been claimed, if any were being de¬ 
stroyed at alL “The fret was that Iraq had 
• only a limited number of Scud launch¬ 
ers,” Ritter recalls, “and we’d already' 
(polled , four times niore Scud launchers 
than they had, and tiity were still firing 
mi^iles." Ritter tiiepriz^ that tiie ^^is 
• were sending decoy Scud launchers into 
the field, and that the decoys 'were ab¬ 
sorb)^ tons of coalition maforicl He 
wrote le^rt after report saying so, but . 
General H. Norman Schwarakop^ the 
coalition’s comraander-in-chie^ needed 
to show that the Scud problem was 
being handled, and he had wdeotape 
fix»m F-15 gun cameras tiiat seemed to . 
prove it On January 30,1991, Schwarz¬ 
kopf held a press conference and played 
a tape of a Scud raid for a worldwide 
television audience, saying, “We knocked 
out as many as seven mobile erector- 
launchers in just that one strike." 

The next morning, when Ritter was 
filling out the battle-damage report and 
came to the section for confirmed kills, 


he wrote “Zero.” His mperiors reminded 
him that Schwarzkopf had just an¬ 
nounced seven Scud hits. “And I said. 
Well, the General’s wrong,’ ” Ritter recol¬ 
lects. “They said, “Who the hell are you 
to tell the General that he’s wrong?’ J 
said, Tm the battle-damage-assessment 
officer, and I’m telling you that there 
aren’t seven kills, and I’m not going 
to falsify a report.’" A panel of military 
analysts'was assembled to settle the dis¬ 
pute. Not surprisingly, they decided for 
the General and against the 
Captain, and Ritter’s tenure 
_ as battle-damage-assessment 
officer effectively ended. 

Nevertheless, Ritter held 
theory that Scuds 
weren’t bebg hit and, charac- 
. . teristicaUy, he devised a bold 
scheme to test it. In Saudi Arabia, he 
had met some members of the Delta 
Force team—the dlite American spedal- 
operations squad. When fliey didn’t scoff 
at his idea that there Vverc decoy Scud 
laimchers in tiie desert; he told them his 
plan: a small force could slip into Iraq 
under cover of darkness, carve up a so- 
called Scud launcher with a power saw, 
and slip it back into Saudi Arabia. Then, 
if it was a decoy, the launcher could be 
shipped to tiie United States, and there 
its dimensions could be measured and a 
computerized profile could be pro¬ 
grammed Into allied radar, allovring 
bombers to recognize feke Scud launch¬ 
ers. The Delta Force team members 
atnsidered Ritter’s plan and told him to 
forget the power ,saw-^ey could lift 
the whole launcher with a helicopter. 

With the plan now in place, Ritter - 
flew out to the Delta Force’s staging 
base, near die Iraqi border. But just be¬ 
fore the mission was launched an emis¬ 
sary from command headquarters ar¬ 
rived and said that Ritter was under 
orders to return to Riyadh immediately 
“Schwarzkopf had me detained,” Ritter 
says. “He sent word down that ‘Ritter is 
a defeatist We’re killing Scuds, and he’s 
down tiiOT spreading bad juju with the 
boys. Put him in isolation. He can’t talk 
to any of these jpeople. Get him on the 
first airplane out of there, back.to Ri¬ 
yadh. That’s it. No more contact with 
Ritter.’" Schwarzkopf denies that he had 
any conflict vdth Ritter and says that he 
didn’t know Ritter by name at die time. 
Ritter’s theory about the Scuds eventu¬ 
ally proved to be correct (SchwarzkopPs 
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“launchers” were de«^ and Jordanian 
oil tankers.) But, Ritter ssys, *I spent ihc 
. rcstof the war watching Ac ground war 
unfold—watching Scuds still landing on' 
Israel, ■watching Scuds still hitting Saudi 
Arabia. Very fiustrating.” 

II. ALPHA DOG 

R itter's dustup with the hero- 
. general of Desert Storm was obvi¬ 
ously not a good career move, and he 
■was convinced that his earlier letter of 
resignation had hurt his chances for ad- 
■rancement as well. And so, after the 
war, he left Ac Marine Corps, and m 
Ae summer of 1991 he ■was plottirig his 
uncertAi Ature. While Ritter was con¬ 
sidering a job. offer from H.J. Heinz, 
which wanted to open a food-processing 
plant in Ae^ucasus, he got a call from 
his supervisor from Ac 
VSpnsK d^, offering him a chance to 
rmim.to Ae Middle East. 

Ei^lund "was a former Army colonel 
■who had bcen in charge of Ae monitor-' 
mg teams in Vbtkinsl^ and now he was' 
Ae operations officer at UNSCXIM. Ritter 
found England's offer—a chance to 
help rid Saddam Hussein of his deadly 
arsenals—enormously appealing. He 
saw it. as a mission of thrilling absolutes: 
Saddani was Ae ■nllain; Ae UNSCOM 
inspectors were Ae heroes, and if Iraq 
tried to stop Aem it would get ham¬ 
mered by a wrathftil world, whose mili¬ 
tary might (led by American warships 
and planes) was ever at Ae -reatfy. “It’s 
Ae purity of Ae mission,” Ritter says. 
“That’s one of Ae things that made this 
so attractive. It’s so black-and-vAite,” 
In hiring Rittcii UNSCOM confirmed 
its commitment to Ae arms-control 
“equivalent to ■war,” as Ekeus, its former 
chairmai^ calls , it, and took a long first 
step toward creating something that Ae 
United Nations had never before at- 
■ tempted—its own intelligence operation. 
This was an extremely difficult course, 
fiiU'of serious Aplomatic risk. For good 
reason, Ae United Nations had never 
got involved in intelligence gaAering: 
Ae U.N. depends for its resources upon 
member nations Aat have competing 
national interests. Israel, whiA is within 
a Scud-launch of Iraq, and Russia, 
which, because of Ae imposition of 
sanctions, hasn’t been able to collect Ae 
billions it loaned Iraq, have each helped 
UNSCOM, but toward distinctfy different 


ends. The United SAtes energetically 
riipported UNSCOM— indeed, helped to 
direct iti to a considerable degree—but 
Ac coimtry had to protect its own intel¬ 
ligence secrets and also avoid appearing 
to make UNSCOM nothing more than an 
American cover operatiorL Intelligence 
is suA a foreign concept to Ae U.N. 
culture that Ae word is not even spo¬ 
ken. “Information” is Ae preferred term 
for Ae commodity in whiA UNSCOM 
had now begun to trade. 

The Aplomatic difficulties inherent 
in mixing .arms control ■wi A, intelHgence 
gaAering became apparent early. In Ae 
summer of 1991, United .Stotes aerial 
imagery had helped lead to Ae discovery 
of Iraq’s nuclear program, and Ekeus 
knew Aat suA irformation Auld be 
critical to UNSCOM’s mission. What.he, 
■ wanted was Ae sort of information tlut 
can be obtained by a U-2 spy plan p 
On^ Ae United S Ates has Ae U-2, and 
that fact posed two problems. One was 
that every U-2 photograph is classified 
as an American secret; the other prob¬ 
lem was a sensitivity inside Ae Security 
CounA to American influence over 
UNSCOM’s aAwties. Ekeus’s solution 
■was to get Ae United States to “lend” 
UNSCOM a U-2 plane, technically mak¬ 
ing it a piece of U.N. equipment while 
mainAining American control over Ae 
actual operation of Ac craft and over Ae 
image development, Aus protecting 
American secrete (Ae photographs). 

■ No one really knew who should 
direct a U.N. intelligence unit! Initially, 
■UI^SCOM’s intelligence activities were su- 
p^vised by a spedal multinational task 
force that had been created iii Washing¬ 
ton after Ae defection of Ae higji-lwel 
Iraqi, in September. According to Rit¬ 
ter, vAo had jomed a special UNSOOM 
team called Ae Information Assessment 
Unit—^.N.-esc for intelligence unit,” as 
Ritter puts it—Ae Washington group 
took charge. “The United Stetes would 
come in and Aty’d say, ‘Here’s Ae tar¬ 
get, here’s the people you need to use, 
here’s Ae land of esqiertise you need, we 
recommend you have tiiis maity national¬ 
ities, you’ll use helicopte this day, drive 
this day,! ” Ritter recafls. “And UNSCOM 
just sort of grabbed Ae folder and said, 
‘Oh, O.K.’ And, basically, we ■were Ae 
tool of Ae UnitA States." (Ekeiis vehe¬ 
mently disputes this account of UNSOOM’s 

origins, as he must-rin his view, UNSOOM. 
was always an independent entity.) 


lUttcr bristled at what he perceived 
as Ac UN.’s subservience, and he lob¬ 
bied Ekeus and England for more mde- 

pendence. He finally won that indepen¬ 
dence, Ritter believes, because he won 

Ac trust of RA^^?On<te I estab¬ 
lished my^^^tollitylnd credentials . 
wiA Rolf, anything I Wanted to do I 
got to do,” Ritter says. “Anything." . 

What Ritter wanted firet was more 
control over the U-2 operation. He 
■wanted to have a say in directing it— 
“tasking” Ae plane, as Ae parlance had 
it—vAiA had been one of his Aores 
during Ae Gulf War. Tt is meant to be 


u.ii., lu largci ic. an nme, tutterrt 
and his team did get greater responsibil-^-'''^ 
ity for Ae U-2 missions, and .gradually 
Aey gained more latitude in other areas. 

The UNSCOM teams drafted spedal- 
iste from around Ae world for Aelr in¬ 
spections. Over time, Ae team Ritter 
worked wiA included linguists, who 
could interpret documents; commandos, 
who specialized in rapid assessment; 
coinputer enhancers, vAo could resur¬ 
rect deleted files fiom Iraqi hard dri'ves; 
and even a speoalist vAo was so adept at 
opening locked security baxes and doors 
he was gjven Ae nickname Franlde Ae 
Fdon. On one occarion, when Ae 
■was told by Ae Iraqis that a locked door 
could not be opened, because no one 
had Ae kty, Fridde took out his tools 
and produced a key on Ae spot, Aen 
offered to give it to his hosts. 

Nevertheless, disarming Iraq became 
an exquisitely frustrating cat-and- 
mouse game, vAiA inevitAly worked 
in fevor of Iraq’s strategy of outlasting 
Ae world’s will to continue economic 
sanAons. Ritter bAeved tiiat UNSCOM 
had to have some new advantage, and it 
stniA him.that Ae likeliest sources of 
useful information about Saddaro-were 
Saddam’s most praAced enemies, Israel 
and Iran. In 1992, Ritter says, he asked 
Ekeus’s permission to make contact 
vriA Aose two governments, and at first 
Ekeus said no. By Ae spring of 1994, 
though, Ekeus had made contact, 
through anoAer channA 'wiA Israel’s 
military-intelligence service, Amati, and 
soon a stream of new information was-- 
fiovring to Ritter and to Nild^Bmb- 
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a Russian former arms neguda’- 
J^orwio had become Ritter’s superior 
and partner at UNSCX)M. 

But then, just as Ritter began to 
glimpse the prospect of victory, there 
arose a complication of the most unex¬ 
pected sort—one that would undermine 
his effectiveness, eventually to a crip¬ 
pling degree. His ovm government had 
begun to suspect that he was a spy. 

B y the time Ritt« began dealing i- 
rectly vrith the Israelis, in Sep¬ 
tember of 1994, he was back on the 
pajToU of the Marine Corps, detailed 
to UNSCOM. He had returned to the 
Marines in March, partly as a means of 
regaining his United States-govemment 
security clearance, vriiich he had surren¬ 
dered when he left the corps in 1991. 
But he eventually learned that he would 
not get a security clearance, and that 
was no small impediment for an intel¬ 
ligence officer, fotter was angered by 
the denial—^he felt he had been pro¬ 
mised the clearance—but he should not 
have been surprised. He had. set the trap 
for himself in Russia. 

By the end of his stay in Votldnsk, 
Ritter had decided that he’d been wrong 
• about the young female translators 
vriioin he Iwd reported to be spies. As 
he spent more time with them, he came 
to see them as guileless souls ■who were 
being used by foe K.G.B. Later, when 
he heard that the women were bn a 
C.I A list of suspected K.G.R. agents, 
he tried to persuade the agency to take 
their names ofl^ but to ho av^ ^ 

Ritter had developed a^fiiend- 
ship with one of the y^ri|; 
women, Marina Khati^vili. • 
of whom 

sinartestw^Hhfiilievermetinmy C 

life." She was beautiful, too—a f 

pale, dark-eyed Georgian, whose y 

English was impeccable. Ritter ^ 

insists that there was no romance be¬ 
tween him and Marina in Votkinsk, but 
he could hardly claim otherwise. Amer¬ 
ican policy strictly forbade fratermza- 
tion by Americans with Russians; in¬ 
deed, inspectors were obliged to adhere 
to a “two-man rule," whidi prohibited 
anyone ftom venturing around Votldnsk 
alone. Ritter often obtained permission 
to ignore it—a fact that did not go 
unnoticed by m EB.I. agent vis¬ 
ited the Votkinsk operation on a routine 
security check. The agentj Robert S%h, 


sent a memorandum to Washington 
noting that Ritter had inappropriate 
contact with Russians. Ritter protested 
the memorandum, and so did his su¬ 
periors, whose fitness reports on his 
performance contained the usual high 
praise. But the seed had been planted 
and a Ritter file begun. Just before leav¬ 
ing the Marines in 1991, Ritter men¬ 
tioned to an acquaintance in the EB.I. 
that he intended to return to Russia 
after he left the corps. He mentioned, 
too, that his marriage to Heidi' hacl 
ended, and he implied that part of the 
reason for his return might be to court 
Marina Khatiashrili.The agent warned 
Ritter, “Be careful." But Ritter figured 
that he was leaving the Marines, and 
that "what he did as a civilian was no¬ 
body’s business but his own. 

Marina says that she took the job 
of translator-escort in Votldnsk because 
if swmed cxdting-^-she’d get to meet 
Americans. And, as Marina tells it, 
when she arrived m Votkinsk the First 
Department, the ftetory’s security arm, 
told the new translators that ffiey were 
expected to file a report after every con¬ 
tact -with an American; later, some of 
the escorts, including Marina, were of¬ 
fered the chance to undertake more 
active intelligence work, for the K.G.B., 
for money. Marina says she refused the 
offer. Instead, she returned to Georgia, 
where she became an English professor 
at a university 

That is vriiere she was in June, 1991, 
■when Scott Ritter arrived. At that point, 
n : Ritter had just completed service- 

in the Gulf War, and was a dvil- 
ian. His interest in Marina was 
obvious, and she agreed to his 
^ proposal that she visit the United 

y States with him that summer, to 
^ • meet his parents. In July, she 
and Scott went to New Mexico, 
where Rittefs parents were then 
living. In A.ugust, they were married. 

Only later did Ritter begin to dis¬ 
cover the degree to which his govern¬ 
ment questioned its faith in him. At 
some point after he left Votkinsk, the 
O.S.I.A. disassembled the counter¬ 
intelligence program he had erected 
there. “They did away with it after I 
left, because I married Marina,” Ritter 
sa)^. “Immediately, they Went into a de¬ 
fensive mode, saying, ‘Well, hell, here’s 
. this giy sitting there vwth all his r^rts, 
and now he marries this Russian. The 


itusstans must have had him the whole 
time.’ ” Ritter's view is that 'Miat really 
annoyed people m the intelligence es¬ 
tablishment was that he had operated 
beyond their ken, and that made them 
nervous. “I -was a cowboy,” he says. “And 
when I left they killed the cowboy." 

Tn April, 1995, the Office of Naval In- 
JL telligence informed Ritter that his 
marriage to Marina Khatiashvili posed 
“an unacceptable risk," which disquali¬ 
fied him from holding a security dear- 
ance. “The feet that this relationship de¬ 
veloped despite strong cautions creates 
serious doubt about your dependability 
and trustworthiness," a Defense Inves¬ 
tigative Service report said. Ritter stren¬ 
uously obj^ed, to no avail. Without 
security dearances Ritter could no lon¬ 
ger be an intdligence officer, although 
he was welcome to remain with the 
Marines, The corps suggested a career 
in logistics. “I' said, ‘That’s not gonna • 
happen, that’s disgrace,’"Ritter recalls. 
“I’m not going to allow the Marine 
Corps that I love to disgrace me like 
this." Soon after, Ritter resigned from 
the corps a second time. 

Meanwhile, at the U.N., he had 
turned all his energies to exploiting 
the link to Israeli intelligence that 
R.olf Ekeus had created—a course that 
would, for the first time, gjve.UNSCOM 
the advantage. Israel’s first small of 
intelligence was a transforming one— 
a key that opened the door to a secret 
Iraq, which Ritter and UNSCOM hadn’t' 
even known existed. The Israelis hinted 
that UNSCOM should pay attention to 
something called the Special Security 
Organization, part of a coterie of in¬ 
tensely loyal and reflerdvely obedient 
forces that made up Saddarn Hussein’s 
personal security stmeture. At fibt, Rit¬ 
ter had no notion what to make of the 
information. He had always likened in- 
telligenpe analysis to the process of 'writ- 
iiig, a task of making a coherent story of 
ditordered facts, but -what was the story 
of the S.S,0,? How did it relate to other 
units, the Special Republican Guards 
and the Special Presidential Guards? 
Ritter went .home, turned down the 
lights, and sat alone in a room with his 
notes until the stoiy came to him: Sad- 
dani’s personal guards, trusted experts 
m the brute cfficiendcs of surrival, had 
the dual mission of protecting Saddam 
and hiding Iraq’s arsenal from UNSCOM, 
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UNSCOM eveatually identified what 
came to be known as Liaq's “concealment 
mechanism”—clunky jargon for what 
was in feet a brilliantly executed game 
of hide-and-seek, UNSCOM was fidling 
to find Iraq’s vast array of weapons and 
components because they were always 
on the move. The special security forces, 
directed by Saddam’s son and his per¬ 
sonal secretary, ran this game of large- 
scale prestidigitation, commanding a 
fleet of Mercedes trudes via a coded sys¬ 
tem of communications. More than 
once, the trucks and their illicit cargo— 
coolers of deadly germs, components of 
nuclear we^xjns, jdnforcement rii^ for 
missile warheads, and the like—slipped 
away fiom a storage tite’s rear exit as an 
UNSCOM team approached the front 
gate. T said, ‘Wdl, these are the gays 
who are hiding stuff,’" Ritter recalls. 
““We need to start going after them.’” 

The discovery of the concealment 
mechanism inspired new tactics: UNSCOM 
didn’t have to find buried Scuds scat¬ 
tered somewhere beneath the desert 
sands; it had only to discover proof of 
Iraq’s secret plan to' retain its weapons 
program. That eiddence would insure 
tivat the international community^ would 
continue to support UNSCOM’s inspec¬ 
tions and keep up the economic sanc¬ 
tions against Iraq. The new tactics 
meant a heightened emphasis on intel- 
%ence, and to Ritter, vdio directed the 
concealment-mechanism team, that 
meant goir^ to Israel “This was a new 
land of warfare that we’re fighting,” 
Ritter says. “And I equated it with 

counter-terrorism-And the best 

counter-terrorist thinkers in the world 
are the Israelis.” 

In late 1994, accompanied by Nildta 
Smidovich and a second UNSCOM col¬ 
league, Ritter flew to Tel Avivapdi^vas 
granted a meeting with then 

tiie_chiefofIa^^m|fi^^j^^2lgfifi££M« 

and'his‘tt^^^^?^ttw had big' ideas 
about how to^se Israeli intelligence 
against Iraq, and he wanted to start 
on them right a'way, but the Israelis 
told him to slow down, sa 3 dng that 
their own security interests prevented 
them from simply opening their files 
to UNSCOM. The Israelis told Ritter 
that he needed to present his requests 
“in a context,” and then, perhaps, they 
could help. . . 

Ritter thought of a contestt: What if 
he brot^ht U-2 film, to Israel? Could 



Tw no^ -worrying. Fvegpt most cf my money in handbasket. ’ 


the Israelis then process it and, apply¬ 
ing tiiar own information, help hitn to 
identify inspection targets in Iraq? 
“That we can help you with,” Ritter re¬ 
counts'the Israelis as saying, “And I 
saidO.K.” 

From one perspective, Ritter’s deal 
vdth the Israelis could be seen as a 
naked intelligence tradeout—^American 
secrets (the photographs) for Israeli in¬ 
telligence (photographic interpretation). 
But could Scott Ritter, who idn’t even 
have.a United States securify clearance, 
pass along secret American imagery to 
Israel? Ritter knew that this was a prob¬ 
lem, and he was also aware that his 
boss, Rolf Ekeus, had made a deal 
widi the C.I A director when the U.N. 
retted use of the U-2. “Our deal with 
the United States was that its pho¬ 
tographs could be used only for the 
purpose of the monitoring and in¬ 
spection of Iraq,” Ekeus. says. Ekeus 
had promised tiwt the plane’s imagery 
would not leave New York, much less 
.be sent to another country. 

Ritter went to Ekeus with his Israel 
proposal “I said, TIere’s the deal, boss,’ ” 
Ritter recalls. “ Tm going to start doing 
intelligence with coSperation that is 
going to give us a whole new capahilify 
in terms of gathering information. 
We’re going to get it from the Israelis. 
But m order to do this we have to go 
to Israel vnth the U-2 photographs.’ ” 
Ekeus says he will not confirm “any- 
diing about any country that we workal 
vtith,” but accorefing to Ritter he, Ekeus, 
and the UNSCOM deputy executive 


chairman. Charles JBtlSfe r. met at* the 
Princeton New York, to discuss 

the Israel idea with one of their C.I A 
contacts, who did not object and spe¬ 
cifically approved Ritter’s role. There 
had to be safeguards, the agency man 
said, and an elaborate ^em was de¬ 
vised for tire handling of the film. It was 
to be kept in a safe behind a locked door, 
that could be opened only by a dual 
ke)i that required the presence of Ritter 
and (he Israelis. A ^tter describes it, 
the actual handoff of the film was bor- 
ro'wed from a compendium of spy-novel 
clichds. “You had these C.I.A. guys 
walking around the U.N. witii a bag of 
film with them,” he says. “And Chiles 
went down the staircase and they came 
up the staircase, and tiicy sort of stopped 
and they put the suitcase down and tii^ 
walked away. And Charles picked up 
the suitcase and walked upstairs and 
gave me the material" • 

. Givii^ American photographic im¬ 
agery of Iraq to Israel was, of course, a 
highly sensitive matter. Theoretically, 
Israel could use the photographs for tar¬ 
geting purposes. But the undertaking 
had an aspect of farce, too. After the 
first exchange with the Israelis, Ritter 
returned the bag, wdiich contained the 
original positive images, to the safe in 
New York, according to plan, and then 
flew to Washington with a bag of nega¬ 
tives, which were created when prints 
were made in Israel. He tried to turn in 
the negatives to the C.IA But no one 
at the agency wanted to accept them, 
because, Ritter says, that hadn’t been 
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planned for. According to Ritter, he was 
told only, “Do the right tiling." He went 
home and stuffed the bag of negatives 
under his bed. 

R itter says that during his inspec- 
tions he always fonn^y resp«±ed 
the “dignity of Iraq’s sovcidgnty,” but his 
approach also had a leatherneck quality^ 
“It was c^aifTly not routine," Chm, 
Cobb-Sittim. a former British-lEtillery 

Z rffando, who was one of Ritter’s 
»t associates on the concealment- 
mechanism team, recalls. “You cannot 
go in acting, well, politically correct You 
can’t walk in dithering around.” 

This was an attitude that Ritter tried 
to instill in his team before every in¬ 
spection. On a typical mission, about 
thirty team members would assem¬ 
ble early in the morning, and Ritter, 
wearing a light-blue UNSCOM baseball 
cap, would gjlve them his “alpha dog” 
speech, an orample of which he recently 
recounted: 

The Iraqis, thw’rc like sharks. Fear is like 
blood. Thn ' smell it and the^^U come in at 
you, and they’ll intimidate you. Once that 
game of intimidation starts, you’re never 
going to win.... 

Wnen I go into a site I am going to be 

r ilite, I am ^ing to shake their hand, but 
am the aluna odp-. I’m troinfr in mil hpW 


l am the alpl^ dCg. I’m going in tail held 
hlj^ If they grow at me, I’m gonna jump 
on ’em, Tm gonna let ’em know who the 
is here. I’m in charge. They report to me, 
thw do what I say. 

You work for me, so every one of you are 
alpha dogs. When we go to a site, they’re 
gonna know we’re there, we’re gotma raise 
our tails and we’re gonna spray urine all over 
their walls—that's the equivalent of what 
we’re doii^. So when wc leave a site foey 
know they^ been inspected. 

“You should see some of the guys 
vtiien they hear this thing,” Ritter says, 
vith a smile. “Espedalfy the French.'But 
they love it It’s called ‘team building.’ ” 

One of tile curious aspects of Ii^’s 
concealment mechanism was that Sad¬ 
dam’s regime, althou^ it denied haring 
a secret-weapons program, maintained 
meticulous records of the program that 
it was denying it had. This vast archive, 
situated in factories and government' 
offices across Baghdad, be^me an ob¬ 
vious UNSCX>M target, and the object 
of much to-ing and fro-ing between 
UNSCOM and Iraqi authorities. In one 
case, UNSCOM knew that although it had 
found no contraband missiles, Iraq did 
have records of a ballistic-missile pro¬ 
gram, which was called Project 144. Rit¬ 


CHIFFON MORNING 


I am lying in bed vrith my mother, 
where my fothcr seldom lay. Litde poem, 
help me to Sty all I need to say. Better. 

Hair dyed, combed; nails polish^; neddacelike scar 
ear to ear; stocky peasant's bulk hidden 
under an- unfeminine nightgown; sour-milk 
breaths rehearsing death—she foces me, her room 
a pill museum where orange tea bags 
draining on napkins almost pass for art. 

Even the Christmas araarydlis sags 
under the weight of its blood-red 
petals, unfolding like a ■handkerchief. 

From the television screen, a beauty- 
pageant queen waves serenely at me. 


In the oily black barbecue smoke, 

in our blue Chevrolet station wagon, 

in a cottage at the sea, no one spoke 

but me to the nerveless God 

vriio never once stopped their loveless act: 

the cursing mouths, the shoring and choldng, 

the violent pulse, the wrecked hair, the hunclibacked 

reprisal, the suddenly inverted sky, 

tile fiendish gasping, the blade that cuts all 

understanding, the white knuckles, the fly 

remarkably poised on a blue throat. 

I try to pity them. Perhaps God did 
on those occasions -vriien battle -was a prelude 
to sex,- and peace, like an arrow, found us. 


ter figured that one way of finding mis- 
was by going after the guidance tys- 
tefiis needed to operate diem, and that 
the archives probably held dues. He 
plaimed inspections at a series of dec- 
tronics plants, Induding one that inqiec- 
tors believed was involved in the pro¬ 
duction or acquisition of components 
used in missile computer simulations. 
When the team arriv^ at the plant, of¬ 
ficials there, of course, denied ktiowlcd^ 
of Project 144, But the team’s computer 
expert scanned one of the plant’s hard 
drives and recovered a trove of data per¬ 
taining to the project “It was a very suc¬ 
cessful inspection—considered to be the 
most successful," Ritter says. “We got 
computer data, documents—we just col¬ 
lected a whole bunch of information 
about the Iraqi ballistic-niissile program, 
vriiich Iraq had not declared to us.” 

But no single fector was as valuable 
to UNSCOM’s mission as the assistance 


provided by Israd. By the summer of 
1995, the range of tiie Israelis’ assistance 
to UNSCOM had moved -well beyond in¬ 
terpretation of U-2 photographs. Td 
start asking more detailed questions, 
and they’d put me in touch with their, 
analysts,” Ktter says. “So now it’s not 
just photo interpreters—-Pm getting ac¬ 
cess to their intelligence community.” 

The Israeli connection -was directly 
responsible for an event that may have 
been the UNSCOM intelligence unit’s 
bluest coup, and also its most bitter 
(hsappointment. The team discovered 
through an Israeli tip that Iraq had con¬ 
tracted for the purdiase of a shipment 
of eytoscopes, used in missile guidance, 
and that would be the first solid 
evidence of an ongoing effort to re¬ 
constitute Iraq’s missile program. The 
shipment was to be delivered through 
Jordan by a Palestinian go-between. 
Acting on tiiat information, UNSCOM 
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As the cuckoo dock crows in the Idtchen, 
on her nightstand others as bluntly chime, 
but cannot break her drugged oblivion. 

, Please wake lip, Mother, and wet your cotton mouth. 

“She was agitated,” nurses vdiisper^ 
wdicn we found her tied to the bed, knocked out, 
Demerol blodted the pain, entering through the eyes, 
while the mind, crushed like a vrineglass, healed. 

“I’ll bury you all,” she gloated, at home again. 

Months later, they stitched her throat in surgery. 

The voice that had been on the radio 
when the war was on plunged a tra^c octave. 

More pills crowded her daily glass of milk. 

My gtdlt seemed vain compared to what she felt.' 

IV 

Mother is naked and holding me up 
above her as soap streams' fiom my face 
(I’m wearing a dumb ape’s fixnvn) into the tub 
vdiere she is seated: the mind replays 
what nurtures it,The black mondK when she 
would lie assassinated like our Siamese cat 
are still fer off Yet, tranced by a lush light, 
vduch no-one. else -sees, like a leaden bee 
shackled to a poppy, I am not fiee. 

Each time I am dunked in the gieen, green 
sacramental water, J glare shamelessly 
as she shrieks and kisses me, grippe in air; 

I do not know if she loves me or cares, 
if it’s suffering or joy behind her tears. 

—Henm C0I£ 


planned to intercept the shipment, and 
Ritter approached the United States 
intelligence community for help. He 
was turned down. He Ihen returned to 
Israel and, he says, told the Israels that 
with some key additional information 
UNSOOM could arrange the interception 
itself. That November, Israel provitled 
the necessary information, and Ritter 
made his move. He travelled to Amman 
and met vrith Ali Shukri, a k^ aide to 
King Hussein, told him shout the ship¬ 
ment of gyroscopes, and asked for help 
in the intercept The Jordanian agreed. 
"That night, we got them,” Ritter says. 

However Ritter ssys, the C.I A, hav¬ 
ing refused to help him, suddenly 
arranged to have the gyros intercepted a 
second time, by the agency in Jord^ the 
shipment never reached UNSCOM ana- 
lyste in New Y)ric Ritter, who had allies 
in the C.I.A.. in both New York and 
Washington, blames die incident on ter¬ 


ritorial Imperative. The C.I A ofi&cial 
•who directs Mideast operations, Ritter 
sjysj'was “starting to view me as compe¬ 
tition. He’s pissed off at me because Pin 
getting better access fo Israel than he is.” 

Gorcrrunent officials decline to com¬ 
ment on the matter. Ritter does note 
that the C.I A later provided a report 
on the haul to UNSCOM. 

HI. SHAKING THE TREE 

P erhaps the ultimate expression of 
UNSCOm’s intelligence operation 
was a program conceived by Ritter in 
.1995 that he called Shake the Tree. The 
concept simple, but its execution 
and its political implications were not. 
Intelligenre-gathering mechanisms pro¬ 
vided by Israri, Great Britdn, and, even¬ 
tually, die United States albw^ UNSOOM 
to penetrate the operational command 
center of the Iraqis’ concealment mecha¬ 


nism by monitoring thrir concealment ef¬ 
forts almpst as they occurred. On one oc¬ 
casion this yeaq for example, the UNSCOM 
team scheduled an inspection and, as 
usual, met its Iraqi escorts at the team’s 
Baghdad headquarters, the Monitoring 
and Verification Center. But instead of 
proceeding to an announced inspection 
site the team headed around the comer 
and entered an adjacent building. Ritter 
told the starded Iraqis that he knew tli^ 
were using dectronic-surveillance meth¬ 
ods to eavesdrop on the UNSCOM staff, 
and his team b^ah to search the room 
for bugs. It found none, but the real pur¬ 
pose of the surprise was to excite the 
people who were running the conceal¬ 
ment mechanism, so that their responses 
could be observed, and learned from. 
“This is to shake the Iraqis," Ritter re¬ 
called of the surprise mission, “And tiiat 
makes them paranoid. Hopefully, th^ll 
react to that paranoia and we can detect 
their reaction. As I say, it’s very uncon- 
■ventional arms control But people have 
to understand that this is the enemy. It’s 
not a codperative venture here. These are 
people who will do anything to keep us 
away from these weapons." 

Shake the Tree was Ritter^st)de arms 
control at its most effective, but from 
its inception it put UNSCOM on a col¬ 
lision course vrith the American-led • 
policy of the time: backing inspections 
with the threat of force. It helped to 
draw UNSeXJM toward the secret comers 
of Iraq which Saddam most wanted to 
protect This was, of course, its purpose, 
but the inevitable result was a scries of 
that led to last winter’s militarized 
showdown, when the resolve to force 
inspections was finally spent 

The trouble b^an wth the veiy first 
test of the system—an inspection called 
UNSCOM 143, b March of 1996, The 
Iraqis partially blocked the mspcction, 
prompting Washington to push the Se-' 
curity Coundl for a resolution denounc¬ 
ing the action as a “material breach* of 
Ir^’s obligation to allow inspections. In 
U.N. diplospeak, “material breach” is a 
verbal tri^cii meaning there arc grounds 
for military actioa But France and Rusaa 
did not yet want to pull the triggeq so a 
•weaker resolution was passed. The United 
States, however, ffid vrin the promise for 
matenal-breach language (he next time 
Iraq blocked an important mspcction. 

That occasion came b June, with an 
operation called UNSCOM ISO, which 
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tried to probe what Iraq said was a “sen¬ 
sitive site." The inspection was blocked, 
and the inspectors left Iraq. En route 
to Bahrain, the inspectors felt certain 
that they knew what was coming next. 
“As we’re flying out, we were all waiting 
for the cruise missiles to come by us’ 
on their way in,” Ritter recalls. “We 
knew for certain. I mean, this is the deal 
that w made: if they block us, they’d 
die." Indeed, when UNSCOM ISO was 
blocked, Madeleine Albright, then the 
United States Ambassador to the U.N., 
with the promise of material-breach 
language in her back pocket, tried to 
marshal support for military action, but 
France and Russia balked again. They 
insisted upon giving Iraq s^ another 
chance to comply, and Rolf Ekeus in¬ 
tervened personally. After a long nego¬ 
tiation, Ekeus won an Iraqi agreement 
to allow the inspection, but only, ac¬ 
cording to Ritter, after granting Bagh¬ 
dad a significant concessioiu the num¬ 
ber of inspectors allowed to enter a 
sensitive site would be limited to four. 

Ritter saw the agreement as a dear 
defeat, but he and his team looked for 
a way to .find some advantage in it. 
UNSCOM believed that Irac^s concealment 
operation was run by the same security 
units that protected Saddam, and Ritter 
assumed that if they were pressed they 
would follow procedures riinilar to those 
designed to protect Saddam in an emer¬ 
gency. Israeli intelligence sources had 
told UNSCOM that when Saddam felt 
threatened his strate^ was to move first 
ftom his Baghdad headquarters to a 
stronghold near the Saddam Hussein 
International Airport and, after tha^ to 
a Presidential complex north of Tilait, 
his home town and sanctuary of last 
resort. Part of the purpose of UNSCOM 
150, in June, had b^n to test that the¬ 
ory, and in this respect UNSCOM iSOliad 
not beeii a total loss. Using the observa¬ 
tion mechanisms of Shake the Tree, 
UNSCOM discovered that the 2nd Comr 
pany of the 1st Battalion of the Spedal 
RepubEcan Guards was moving vehi¬ 
cles-:—and, presumably, key weapons 
materials—to a RepubEcan Guard fiidl- 
ity just soudi of Saddam Hussein airport 
On the basis of this mfotmation, and as 
a test of the deal tiiat the Iraqis had 
made with Ekeus in June, Ritter planned 
a July inspection at the airport fadEty. 
He knew that it would probably be 
provocative. 'The inspection was blocked 


at gunpomt. After a few days’ delay, the 
team was finaUy aUowed into the “sen- 
. sitive site,” but by tiien, not surprisingly, 
it had been swept of its contraband. 

The course was thus set toward re¬ 
treat, although this Vras not yet obvious. 
Within the Security Coundl, member 
nations began to question the new 
confrontational thrust of UNSCOM, and 
wondered what had happened to the 
more conventional approaA, of reckon¬ 
ing Iraq’s actual weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. “Many members of the coun¬ 
dl said they had never authorized an 
UNSCOM that had a concealment team,” 
a senior Administration ofiidal says, and 
that theme was sounded at every oppor¬ 
tunity. Iraqi diplomats worked the Secu¬ 
rity Coundl sldilfidly and to great effect 
Whether it was the product of statecraft 
or of other, less lofty motivations, the 
gathering consensus within the Security 
Coundl, beginning in the summer of 
1996, was that UNSCOM’s mission should 
start moving toward some conclusion. 

In November of 1997, Iraq accused 
Ritter and his team of provocation, and 
Saddam expelled the American in¬ 
spectors. In response, the entire force of 
UNSCOM inspectors ■withdrew, and the 
United States mUitary buildup began. 
By the’ end of the month, a Russian- 
brokered deal aEowed the inspectors 
back in, but only with more concessions 
to Baghdad, and the crisis smoldered. 
Then, last January, Iraq halted in¬ 
spections agrin, and again Baghdad 
■was candid about its reason. “Our only 
problem right now,” Iraq’s U.N. Am- 
bhffiado^ Kizar Hamdoon, told Ameri¬ 
can teictision, “is with the current team 
of Mr. Ritter.” 

The Administration stiffened, and 
sent reinforcements to the Persian 
Gulf. . President Clinton said that the 
latest Iraqi outrage warranted “strong 
and unambiguous action,” and he even 
addressed the Iraqi complaints about 
Ritter: “Certainly Saddam Hussein 
shouldn’t be able to pick and choose who 
does this woric” Secretary of State Al¬ 
bright and other Administration officials 
were equally outspoken in thrir pubEc 
pronouncements. But privately /meri- 
can poEcymakers were deeply ambiva¬ 
lent about the Iraq poEcy, anci had been 
since the start of the crisis, in the fiilL 

Since 1991, American poUcy had 
been to insist that Iraq comply with the 
U.N. resolution requiring complete dis¬ 


armament under the threat of force. 
Now Saddam had obEged Washington 
to confix>nt the root impEcation of that 
poEcy—a commitment to go to war 
over UNSCOM. That raised the question 
of clegiec:' What offense against UNSCOM 
would trigger war? The shutdown of 
UNSCOM? The expulsion of American 
inspectors? The blocking of one inspec¬ 
tion? “It was never reaEy dearly cstab- 
Eshed,” says the senior official, who ■was 
involved in the debate, because untE 
then “the President cEdn’t have to make 
that dedsion.” 

This process of reductive reasoning 
eventuaEy led to a bradng bottom line:. 
America could find itself at ■war over 
Scott Ritter. By degrees, and quietly, 
American poEcy changed. 

For a time, Washington tried to 
guide UNSCOM away fiom confirontation, 
wei^ung in on spe^c mspections. “In a 
couple of instances, we gave tactical ad¬ 
vice,” the Administration official aEows, 
but the officM also argued that at least 
on one oorarion the Administration’s po¬ 
sition was more hard-line than Ritter's. 
Whatever it was, Ritter caEed it “inter¬ 
ference.” Last November, after the Rus¬ 
sian compromise put UNSCOM’s inspec- 
Kirs back in Iraq, Ritter got approval for 
a surprise inspection at ihe headquarters 
of the Iraqi Republican Guards’ 3id Bat- 
taEon—the heart of the concealment 
mechanism. Ritter says that the Ameri¬ 
cans intervened ft die last minute, say- 
, in^ “It would be too confiontational, and 
we shouldn’t do it Find another taiget” 
In December, UNSCOM planned a series 
of inspections at tiie Spe^ Security Or¬ 
ganization’s Baghdacl headquarters, at 
the Presidential complex near Tilait, 
and at other senritive sites. According to 
Ritteii after the first inspection exdted 
Iraqi indignation, Washington pressed 
UNSCOM to cancel the other controverrial 
inspections, and it did; “They said if we 
oonfionted Iraq now the U.S. didn’t have 
the domestic support for a war during 
Christmas,” Ritter stys. 

PersonaEy and symboEt^y, Ritter 
had become a handy device in Iraq’s ef¬ 
fort to isolate the United States b the 
Security Coundl. France, Russia, and 
China began to question the value of 
confiontational Inspections. “Scott be¬ 
came a Eghtnbg rod for that,” says the 
American offidd fiimiliar with the Se¬ 
curity Coundl debates. President CEn- 
ton mty have proclaimed b tiie midst of 

















• the Januaiy crisb that Saddam Hussein 
had no veto jjower over Scott Ritter, but 
as he spoke those words the United 
States itself was about to veto Ritter. 

B y Januaiy, Ritter was pursuing what 
he hoped would be an explosive 
UNSCOM di^veiy—evidence that Iraq 
had conducted biological experiments 
on political prisoners. On January 12th, 

. he directed two portions of 
his team to prisons outside 
Baghdad, and he himself led the 
rest of the team into the day's I \ 
big target; the General Secur- 
ity Directorate, Iraq’s secret- 
police headquarters, in Baghdad. 7^ 

Once inside, Ritter went into his 
alpha-dog routine, saying to the 
Ii^is, “Lcxik, Fra going to tell j 

you right up front: you guys 
tested biological agents on humans in 
1995—this is the organization that was 
involved." Ritter wanted to srour the of- ' 
fice of the mimster of the-dir^orate, but 
the Iraqis warned, him that doing’so, 
nught spark a crisis. Tm dealing vrith the' 
people who are responsible for IcilliVig 
tiiese prisoners and doing these horrible 
biological experiments,” Ritter recalls. 
“But Fm walking a thin line, because 
I have to be really careful not to overex¬ 
tend myself and hurt the executive chair¬ 
man by opening UNSCOM to charges of ■ 
not respecting sovereignty-So vriiat Fm' 
tc)ing to do is talk to them and get a 
story horn them that I can then com¬ 
pare with the data I get out of the pris¬ 
ons fixim my two teams. And, if I get a 
contradiction, then Fm going up to the 
minister’s office and Fm going to basi-r 
cally rape his office. No, rape’s a horrible 
thing. Fm going to take do’wn his office 
and not be too circumspect about it.” 

Ritter never got inside the minister’s 
office. Officials at the directorate ex¬ 
plained to him that it -was the evening 
before a holy day and their femilies •were 
cqiecting them home for a feast They 
implored him to resume the inspection 
in the morning. Ritter agreed. T have to 
admit that I fell into a trap,” he says now, 
still plainly stung, “It’s something that 
an alpha deg wouldn’t have done.” (“The 
bottom line is that the depiction of Soott 
Ritter as a tri^er-happy guy is wrong," 
Bill Richardson, the former United 
States Ambassador to the U.N., says. “In 
a way, he was a diplomat”) When Ritter 
returned to the Baghdad.Monitoring 


and Verification Center, ffic pkee was 
abuzz. The Iraqis had atuiounced .^t 
they were suspending inspections. 

Acc 6 rdiiw: 4 ^ Ritter, he tdephoned 
who had succeeded 
' UN^cSl's executive chairman 
in^ly, 1997. Ritter suggested that 
tty to profit fiom the standoff He 
said he would gathdr his team the next 
morning and report to the directorate, 
joA. as he had agreed, and if he and 

his team were refused entry the 
H world press would be there to 

record Baghdad’s recalcitrance. 
Butler agreed, and the next day 
1 ^ Ritter’s group made the jour- 
^ directorate, and pic- 
• tures of the Iraqi rebuff were 
transmitted around the world. 
(In Washington, the national- 
security team watched the lat¬ 
est adventure of the man they’d come to 

call Darth Ritter with interest.) Ritter 
repeated the routine again the following 
day, and then he decided on a bold 
move. Assuming that die directorate had 
by this time been cleansed of incrimi-. 
nating evidence, he proposed to Buder a 
surprise inspection at-the headquarters 
of the Spedal Security Organization it¬ 
self: T said, ‘Let’s skip an echelon 
here and go. straight to the top, we’ll go 
for the throat’"fetter’s plan was to sur¬ 
round the entire neighborhood with in¬ 
spectors and conduct a building-to- 
building search for documents. Buder 
approved the plan for January 16th. 
Both men were certain that Iraq would 
block the inspection, and Idtter got 
vrii 4 he believ^ was a clear signal that 
Washington intended to respond at last 
with “serious consequences.” The war¬ 
ships were in place, the fighter pilots 
were on alert, die missiles were poised. 
Ritter recalls being told Ity an UNSCOM 
colleague that “the national-security ad¬ 
viser to the President of the United 
States said, ‘If .thty stop this insjjection, 
bring the hammer on down.’” But on 
January 15th, the. night before the in¬ 
spection, Ritter got a call from Buder 
ordering Ritter’s vrithdrawal Buder had 
heard from Ambassador Richardson, 
and now he was ordering Ritter back to 
Bahram. Butler himself ■was coming to 
Baghdad in the hope of averting a crisis. ■ 
A member of the American national- 
seoirity team prepared a statement for 
Ritter to read to the press before leav¬ 
ing Baghdad, and he agreed to do it. 
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But, as a agn of protest, he wore a black 
sweater and refosed to appear before 
cameras wearing his UNSCOM cap. He 
read the statement, an innocuous recital 
of UNSCOm’s mission, and then ad- 
libbed, “We will be back.” 

In feet, when Ritter left Baghdad he 
had no idea whether he would ever re¬ 
turn, or why he had been withdrawn. 

I N Bahrain, Ritter ran into Charles 
Duelfer, the UNSCOM deputy execu¬ 
tive chairman, who had some disturbing 
news. “He pulled me aside,” Ritter recalls, 
“and he said, 'Scott, you won’t believe 
what’s going on. You have no idea. 
Washington is going crazy, they’re in¬ 
sane. Wffien you get back to New York, 
some bad tiiirigs might start happening.’ ” 
When Ritter got to New York, he 
went to one of his sources in the intelli¬ 
gence community, vriio bent a rule and 
told Ritter -what he’d heard. While the 
President’s national-security team was 
in the midst of a fevered .session about 
the implications of Rittetis planned in¬ 
spection of the S.S.O. headquarters, 
debating whbn and how to strike If 
the inspection was blocked, someone 
dropped a bombshell: news that Ritter 
vras under investigation by the F.B.L 
“For what?” Ritter wanted to know. 
“Espion^,” his source told him. 

fetter’s W thought was about Ma¬ 
rina. While Scott vras out of the coun¬ 
try on assignment, Marina, who speab 
five langua^, applied for a translating 
job at the F.B.I. After an interview, she 
was asked to take a polygraph test, and 
she agreed. She answer^ every ques¬ 
tion, but the agent administering the 
test kept returning to tyra queries, pos¬ 
ing them in different phrasing; Had she 
ever shoplifted? And had her move to 
the United States been sponsored by 
any agenty of another country’s govern¬ 
ment?. Marina-firirily said no to the 
questions, but she later came to-under- • 
stand .that the F.B.I. had not been satis¬ 
fied by the results of her polygraph, and 
that she would not be getting the job. 

But the espionage investigation 
wasn’t about Marina^, fetter’s source 
told him. It was about Israel. Then the 
pieces came together. In the summer 
of 1996, when Shake'the Tree really 
got going, Ritter had been approached 
by one of the covert types he’d been 
working with from the C.I.A., who 
suggestoi that he apply for a job at the 
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s<giincy. There would soon be a position 
and Ritter could quickly make his 
way into the covert directorate. Ritter 
applied for the agency's 6lite career- 
training program md was selected to go 
to CJJi. headquarters, in northern Vir- 
g^a, for an interview. Afterward, there 
was a polygraph exinination. 

According to Ritter (who is the sole 
source for this description), the C.'IA, 
interviewer asked him mostly about Is¬ 
rael. He was surprised .by the detailed 
nature of the questions and by the de¬ 
gree of knowledge about his activities 
which they implied,. The interviewer 
kept returning to three questions, asking 
letter yhether he had ever passed clas¬ 
sified United States information to an- 
oAer government, whether he had re- 
cdved money or ofocr compensation for 
doing so, and whether he had ever had 
secret unauthorized meetings with Is¬ 
raeli intelligence agents. Ritter had passed 
what was ordinarily classified informa¬ 
tion (he U-5 photographs—to Israel, 
and he had secretly met vrith Israeli 
agents in Manhattan bars and in other ■ 
sites in connection with his UNSC0M 
work. “I really didn’t want to get into it, 
because it’s really none of their busi¬ 
ngs,” Ritt« says. “It has nothing to do 
with United States classified informa- • 
tion. It has everything to do with Israeli 
operational security and protecting 
Irves.” But the interviewer persisted, and 
Ritter reluctantly ansvvered the ques¬ 
tions. A couple of hours, into the ses- 
rion, Ritter says, the interviewer stopped 
and said,'“Look, I’m afiaid I have to tell 
j^u that if we stopped this polygraph 
right now, ifyou walked out, I want you . 
to.know I’m going to have to tuni this 
over as an espionage case.... What 
you’re telling me disturbs me greatiy.” 

, Ritter says he asked the interviewer 
to turn off the polygraph machine and 
he then aqilained his relationship with 
Israel, and vdiy he was sensitive about 
fully answering questions regarding 
every detail After a break for lunch, an¬ 
other interviewer came In, amah identi- ■ ' 
fied to Ritter as a senior polygrapher, 
and the process started again, ^ttef says 
he told the man eveiything—including ( 

the part about stufiing the bag of U-2 
negatives under his W. But it wasn’t 

enough, and the polygrapher asked Rit- • 

ter to “think about it overnight and 
<»me back tomorrow." Ritter did so. 
Again there were more questions, again 


Ritter was told that the machine indi¬ 
cted he was holding back. After a time, 
the interviewer stopped and fold Ritter 
to direngage himself fiomtiie pofygraph 
monitors. “He says, ‘Scott, look, we’re 
wasting our time here. You’ve ^t prob¬ 
lems, big problems,’ r Ritter recalls. “The 
machine says you’re not being fo^com- 
mg to us, youie not telling us the whole 
truth. Hus is serious, because we’re talk¬ 
ing about espionage.” A month or two 
later, Ritter was notified that he did 
not get the job. Ritter says he thought. 
No big deal si^d he returned to his work 
with UNSCOM.and Shake the Tree. 

Ritter's quandary was a perhaps in¬ 
evitable result of his unique position— 

U.N. spy. His contacts at the C.IA knew 

^ut hk work for UNSCX}M and his deal¬ 
ings with Israel arid other governments. 


and he was reassured by two sources at 
the agency that the interrogation was 
just routine. It was “bullshit,” one said, 
and would be over in six months. 

The investigation did not end in six 
months. The agency turned over the re¬ 
sults of his polygraph to the counter¬ 
intelligence division of the KB.I,-, which 
opened an investigation in . 1997. That 
. investi^tion was ^ under way during 
the crisis last January, when the national- 
security team gathered to consider the 
pssibility of launching a war because 
Scott Ritter had been blocked from ah 
insptection. No one at the bureau or at 
the G.I A would <tomment for this story. 
A senior Administration official said 
tiiat he could not spedficaUy verify the 
eveiits, or comment on tiie impact that 
the investigation of Ritter had had on 
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tlifi dedsion to vd&draw in January. 
This official did' say, however, “What 
mattered to us in the M and winter on 
dus specific area is that if it were true -.. 
then one consider^on for a responsible 
deasion-maker would have to be “How 
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This was made painfolly clear on 
February 18th, when Madeleine 
Alhii^t, Secretary of Defense Wil¬ 
liam. Cohen, and Samuel R. (Sandy) 

Berger, the national-security adviser,' 
were dispatched to Ohio State Uni¬ 
versity for an international “town 
hall” meeting on Iraq, which was 
televised by CNN. Although Al¬ 
bright argued passionately for an 
Amecica tiiat was “die indispensable 
nation,, willing to make the world 
safe”—'foe language of the muscular 
compliance poEcy—the story of the 
event wAs the disruptive protests 
it inspired from some members 
of the audience, which led the 
Administration to a poEtics of re¬ 
treat. Five ds-ys Annan an¬ 
nounced his agreement with Sad¬ 
dam. The Administration dearly 
wanted Annan’s peace to hold. 

Annan’s agreement brought the 
inspectors back into Iraq, and that 
raised the quesdqn of Scott Ritter 
again. He was already plan^g an 
, all-new “real in-yoiir-foce mspec- 

tioti,” as he puts it Ritter’s idea.for 
sented-lhcintxuslonsintDdiePtesidcn- UNSCOM’s return,.in March, to ^ 

tial sites--would occur only once, and ^ht back to the coric^^t 
St they would all be conduefed within nism,wifoa senes f 
fom^nths.Timetables, in matters big sitive S-S-O,sites. Was^a had^« 
and small, are Iraq’s abiding desire in own sugption-^ I 

uioii uut -. ... -n/t fVinoc in the Administra- Iraqi Defense Mimstry. Richard Butler 

dedsion-maker would have to ^ “How forcefoEv fevored the pd- approved it But the real debate was ovct 

exposed is he personally to nsk? And tori ^o m^ the An^n Ritter. The March inspections, which 

Sveqioseda^wetocritidsmforade- SrJSuNSCOM227-B, Wdbea 

dsionffiat we would othertwse hke to test of the Annan agreement, and Al- 

makeV Those calculations would have If Ritterwas ^t about Annans ^et t^t or m Administration’s 

Stmr”Ritter.saj.thatiathistt,n- StJ.d^S^titdmiledbyRit- 

text he “absolutely understands the con- UNSCOM, because t, ariee for ter’s becoming an issue. On March 2nd, 

S?n in Washing over his Israeli creating untouchable p, 3 ,ed Resolu- 

connections. Bill Richatdsot^ whose m- weapons componen 1154 vowing the “severest conse- 

Xgence sources vouched for Ritter, if ^^Led foe inspection ' 

carriliRitter’sbriefintheAdrninistra- ^th I^, L that same day Albright urged Buder 

tion,.and remained a consistently stro^ brokered by Ai^^ WtLn nol- to put anybody but Ritter at the head of 

adv^teofpunishingSadaam.Butfor 4^ rinspe^onteanuThe next day, But- 

odieis the Ritter alkgeoohs seemed to icy moved fic^ let comwyed this message to Ritter, and 

laJfaamdefieshLentintbopol- ““““f SSStostopasidSthiefinspec- 

^TtfScing strict Iraqi eompUance Admin- torandtotti 5 gpstolhetle*dsi*ip»P- 

. I* EcaoliSon 687. Saddam smac- iltofra ^forriieCI mto,.^^ ^“EtteTSeButler a scvcn-pag. 

easing Ritter of being, provocateur. Mmormidum on tohat he called-.k 

AmeLcouldnotgototoart^Ritter ig, Ritter lietor,'vjieh, not smpnsmgty, 

mJ.ssit™.ur.tii.,hew.snt or a. home. -ne teh “f 

dent’s netsonal scandal the Lcvdnslgr af- leadership option for UNSCOM a 
IV ANYBODY BUT WTTER. vTSl new and vital at that mo- . 

-tx Then Kofi Annan averted VM last m^olted'over Sir’s removal of Ritter. 

VV February, Ritter claims, Annan “ in an “Eyes Only” memorandum to the 

.bninna,"»Mrchd4^eh.deri.aid 
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they could not tihe inspections. 

“Only Scott Ritter has die in-depth 
knowledge... of the personalities and 
■ _ . organizations that this inspection was to 

pursue,” the memo read. 

; In New York, .Ambassador Richard- 
, son argued that Ritter should conduct 
the inspections in the manner he saw 
fit and that the burden of comity should 
be placed on Saddam. To bolster his po¬ 
sition, Richardson operated furiously 
behind the scenes to shift the politick 
balance inside the Administration, 
Richardson planned to attend Time’s 
seventy-fifth-anniyersary gala at Radio 
City Music Hall, on March 3rd—an 
event to ‘vtiiich both the President and 
Richard Butler were invited. Inside the 
clamorous hall, Richardson tnaneuvered 
President Clinton into a brief meeting 
with Butler, which Richardson was able 
to portTty as an enthusiastic Pretidential 
endorsement of Ritter and his inspec¬ 
tion. Albright relented, and Ritter was 
> allowed to lead UNSCOM '227-Bi 

But Scott Ritter’s war was effectively 
over. Although he believed that his 
■ March inspections, had brought UNSCOM 
closer than erra to brealdng through the 
concealment ’mechanisrn (they were 
monitoring the subsequent movements 
of tire Iraqi partidpants); he soon found 
himself out in the cold. In April, Israel 
and Britain stopped providing the hi^ify 
sensitive iiitelli^nce support that had 
V. been so critical.to Shake 4e Tree. “One. 

■; day I was getting reports, the next day 

' I stopped getting reports,” Ritter says. 

“And then I travel overseas and ask 
I ■ what’s going on and I find out that the 
<. iUnericans have put pressure, on the peo- 

^ ■ pis vtiio were supjwrting us to withdraw 
their support-^London and Israel.” 
American officials say that intelli- 
I gence support stopped flowing not to 
y WSCOM but orily.to Scott Rittei; vtiio, 
they felt, was in so many ways unneces¬ 
sarily (implicating a situation that was 
difficult enough without him; Ritter, 

. whose view tended toward the absolute, 
saw only that the threat of force had ef¬ 
fectively been takeri off the table, and 
that without it UNSCOM was impotent. 
•In Washington, some offidals involved 
in national-security matters had wearied 
of Ritter’s apparent impression tiiat he 
Imcw which policy was best for the 
United States. “Who’s in (dialgc here?” 
tire senior Administration offidi said to 
me. “Scott didn’t go .to the Ohio State. 


event, and he doesn’t have to mobilize 
the United States Congress, and he 
doesn’t have to look over his shoulder at 
the Security Council. And he doesn’t 
have to pay attention to Iraq’s neighbors, 
who, after all, institute an important 
' part of our national intcre^ in maintain¬ 
ing all this. That’s all the President’s job.” 

Despite the trend towartl retreat, the 
U.N. sffl won a few skirmishes.’A team 
led by the Russian inspector Nikita 
Smidovic^ discovered a dump full of 
destroyed Iraqi missUes. The team sus¬ 
pected that an analysis of the missile 
parts would prove that Iraq Had made a 
weapon of the chemied poison VX, de¬ 
spite its claim that it hadn’t, and subse¬ 
quent tests proved the team right. 

Finally, in August, the breaking point 
arrived for Ritter. UNS(X)M planned' to 
inspect two “sensitive sites” that were be¬ 
lief to be hiding places for ballistic-. 
missile components and related docu¬ 
ments. It was generally agreed that the 
inspectioiis might provolre a crisis, and 
Albright, fearing as much, urged that 
they be postponed Butler agreed, and 
eventually cancelled the inspections. On 
August Sth, Iraq declared that it would 
no longer fooperate with such “inspec¬ 
tions of discovery.” Diplomatically Iraq 
pressed for a timetable on sanctions, and 
■supported a proposal by the Secretary- 
General for a “compr^ensive review” of 
ftaq’s relationship wifo UNSCOM. 

On August 25th, Ritter ^ys, Butler, 
in the tortured middle, asked ffitter to 
consider “redefining” his team. Instrad, 
■Ritter submitted his resignation the 
iieact (1^, saying lie would not be .part 
of an American-endorsed U.N, poliry 
tiiat “constitutes a surrender to the Iraqi 
leadership.” . ■ 

Ritter, a man given to the dramatic 
gesture hoped tiiat his resignation might 
somehow reverse a policy trend. In the 
short run, it certainly has had soine ef¬ 
fect. It made America’s changed Iraqi 
policy foe subject of open debate in Coii- 
gtess and in foe press. One high-ranMng 
Administration official said that Ritt^s 
resignation may even have “put force 



back on foe table,” at.least as an option. ii 
This official said that, in foe days after 
Ritter quit, foe implications of his action ■'! 

were foe subject at a meeting of Albright, 
Richardson, Cohen, Sandy Berger, and ’• 
foe C.IA. director, George Tenet, and \ 
that foe result was a policy paper sent to j 
foe President which propos^ again con- ' I 

sidering force in seekmg Sadd^’s com- ! 

pllance. And foe Security .Council, at ! 
America’s ur^ng, suspended foe periodic j 
reviews of sanctions against Iraq, j 

But Ritter's final volley will not 
change history, as he had hoped. Last 
month, Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister, travelled from New . i 
York to Baghdad bearing Kofi Aniian’s j 
latest offer to Saddam Hussrin. It pro- j 

mised the comprehensive review of [ 
UNSCOM, which Ritter had opposed as | 

beii^ an invitation to investigate foe in- | 
vestigators. That review, whidi may ttice i 

place this month, would be followed by | 
a review of foe 'U.N.’s economic sane- ■ • 

tions against Iraq, the last leverage (ex- ; 

eluding foe use of force) obliging Sad¬ 
dam to yield to foe UNSCOM intrusions 
he finds so odious. There is also talk of 
attaching a timetable to-foe sanctions— ; 

• the first step toward ending them al¬ 
together, Saddam’s dearest wish. The 
United States is expected to oppose that 
proposal, but cannot rely on undivided 
Security Council support. I 

’The manner of Ritter’s leave-taking | 

caiised much displeasure within foe Ad- ■ • 
ministration, particularly at the State : 

Department ^ere Madeleine Albright ; 

took ]ffittcr’s allegations of American j 

duplicity personally. “He doesn’t have a I 
clue about what our over-all policy has . | 
been,” Albright-said of Ritter. Asked I 

about Albright’s words, Ritter bristled. ' 

“I not only had a due,” he .said. “I might ■ 

have had a bettCT due than she does.” 

But this swagger missed foe point. Rit¬ 
ter did once have a spedal insight into 
American policy, and in a sense he tms 
American poEcy, reduced to its demen- ! 

tal form: foe alphardog inspector, who 
assumed there would be incoming mis- 
sEes if his mission was firustrated. That j 

poEcy chan^. Scott Ritter didn’t. In a 
more reflective moment, at his home a 
few days after he resigned, Ritter ob¬ 
served, T have become a problem for 
Ac Americans.” No one wiE dispute 
that On foe question of Scott Ritter, at 
least, the United States and Saddam 
Hussein have finaEy achieved acxmrd. ♦ 
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■ had some experience with er^ed magnetic disks, and he knew what kinds of traces deleted 
! leave for skiMil operatives to exploit. He had no intention of letting such clues survive on his 
laptop computer, and he devoted some thought to the best way of demolishing its hard drive. 

He placed to remove the drive and smash the storage platters beyond repair. But that would amount he 
decided, to unlawful destruction of government property. Like so much equipment in use by United ’ 

Nations arms inspectors, the DeU machine belonged to the U.S. Defense Department. RUter settled for 
erasmg it with a large industrial magnet. 

It was nearly 9 p.m. on Aug. 25. The following morning, planned to resign his pos/with the U N 

Specid Comimssion, or UNSCOM, where he had helped lead the hunt for Iraq’s forbidden weapons 
since 1991. Alone in the commission’s nerve center on the 30fh floor of the United Nations tower 
crouc^ng over files beneath a pin-studded street map of Baghdad, he made a final sweep for the most 
sensitive secrets of a job no person had held before: United Nations intelligence operative. 

RUter meant to take some of those secrets with him. He had kept U.N. superiors apprised as best 
anyone Imew, of everything he did. StiU, much of his work was improvised and his most sensitive 
relationships built on personal trust. He did not feel free to share aU his leads or sources with any one 

govei^ent, mcludmg his own, and certainly not with every member of the world body on whose behalf 
they had been collected. 

Im security of any records he left behind The 

FBI had warned of Iraqi agents on the U.N. janitorial staff, and the panel’s leaders routinely left the 
budding for their most confidential talks. Some of RUter's ostensible coUeagues reported covertly to 
home capitals that were ambivalent at best about his work. In his heart of hearts, as he cleared his desk 
RUter did not beheve the intncate system he had devised amid all this could long survive without him 
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Into Iraq 


No international arms control agency had ever tried to disarm a country against its wHl, but that is what 
the U.N. Security Council created UNSCOM to do under the terns that ended the 1991 Persian Gulf 
War, Other such bodies, like the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency, worked on the 
basis of treaties and consent. 

From the start, the inspectors — a tightknit group of chemists and rocket scientists, computer sleuths and 
biologists, trade experts and soldiers borrowed from contributing states - were hated and harassed by 
the Iraqi government. But they made progress. They examined and verified Iraqi disclosures, on paper 
and in field expeditions that took them through bombed-out chemical bunkers in 120-degree desert heat. 
They demolished forbidden weapons with dynamite, or by cutting them to pieces with acetylene torches, 
or by burying them in pits of hardened concrete. They rid Iraq of far more unconvenUonal weapons, as 
W'estern officials often recounted, than the allies had managed to destroy by ground or air in the war 
itself. 

But IJNSCOM soon discovered that Iraq ran shell games within shell games to hide the most deadly and 
sensitive weapons it was obliged to surrender. By 1994, the panel’s active leads dried up with enormous 
gaps still remaining in its investigation. If the commission was to complete the work of the war, ridding 
a regional hegemonist of a biological and chemical arsenal and a nuclear program on the brink of 
success, its leaders concluded they would have to pierce what RUter dubbed "the concealment 
mechanism" of the Baghdad regime. 

With a few close colleagues in 1994 and 1995, Ritter led Rolf Eketj^ Tflie commission’s first executive 
chaiman, to the unwelc^e conclusion thayie had no chd^ut to confront and defeat Iraq’s secret 
services. Ekeus told CgApirector Johi]..MrT)eutch i n. writing, while requesting assistance in September 
1996, that the bes.bhope forjhs^’bbm^ssion' to uncover stocks of illegal arms was a "concerted 
program ... targeted against the Iraqi safeguarding mechanism." 

Ekeus s decision meant UNSCOM was to play at a game of spy versus spy — inspector versus spy, in 
legal terms ™ that is normally the province of governments. 

Ritter became the main figure in this risky enterprise, which he would call by a code name, "Shake the 
Tree. Its conception reflected his own outsized personality, skills and values. His own long journey into 
Iraq, which began before UNSCOM even existed and deepened as he rose from a junior UNSCOM hire 
to chief of its anti-concealment team, therefore became deeply entwined with the commission’s. 

Ritter brought skills to the job he had refined as a Marine "0202," an intelligence officer. Born in 
Gainesville, Fla., and schooled in Turkey and Germany during his father’s Air Force career, he had 
helped police one of the last Cold War pacts as a 27-year-old lieiftenant assigned to monitor 
intermediate-range nuclear forces in the former Soviet Union. According to Marine Corps records, 

Ritter received a classified commendation from the Central Intelligence Agency for his work in 
Votkinsk, the kind ofletter that is presented to a young officer for perusal and returned to a vault at 
Langley. 

Largely on the strength of that experience, government sources said, the CIA twice recruited him for 
employment, in 1991 and 1996, The agency rebuffed him in the end each time when questions arose 
about his marriage to a former Soviet interpreter. 







Yet a Marine who once had and then lost the highest U.S. security clearances became entangled, at 
UNSCOM, in some of the more sensitive work of the U.S. intelligence community. And as much as he 
and UNSCOM came to rely on national governments - above all the United States, Israel, United 
Kingdom and Netherlands -- they also struggled with some of those governments to maintain control of 
the information they needed to act. 

Reliance on secret services, made inevitable by Iraq’s resistance to full disclosure, held the keys to some 
of UNSCOM s success but also to its undoing. It raised in the end a subtle question that had gone 
largely unexplored save in unsubtle Iraqi propaganda over the years; Who was really running the 
commission, and with what aims? 

The diplomatic ripples from that question, and the effectiveness of Iraqi spy craft in holding inspectors 
at bay, combined by this summer to bring UNS COM’s remaining program to the brink of defeat. On 
Aug.^ 3, Iraq announced the end of its cooperation with the inspectors. More than two months later, 
despite protests by the Security Council and warnings from Washington, there is no prospect in view of 
the unrestricted access for inspectors that the council demanded of Iraq, on pain of "the gravest 
consequences," as recently as March. 

The Clinton adinimstration saw itself as fighting valiantly, and with skill, to stave off UNSCOM’s 
defeat. RiUer, disillusioned, read acquiescence in Washington't poHcy choices. His angry departure 
from the job made him a celebrity, wooed by congressional Republicans and talk show hosts and a 
speaker’s bureau now trying to market his public appearances. 

To others, his behavior harmed his reputation and his cause. Stung by criticism she thought unjust, 
Secretary of State_Madeleine K. Albright charged that RUter "doesn’t have a clue" about the broader 
horizons of American policy, and she spj^afed privately that he must be planning to run for office, like 
Oliver North. His former boss, R^^^^^tler, accused him of unspecified errors of fact and of breaking 
the law by revealing confidentlMN^OT^ata. 

Scud Hunter 

UNSCOM was a product of the uneven conclusion of the Gulf War, which left the Iraqi regime defeated 
but still in power. The war also shaped RUter'% eventual role. 

RUter spent the cornet fixed on Iraq’s special weapons as an intelligence analyst for the U.S. Central 
Command, responsible for watchmg Scud missiles. Like everything RUter does, he took it personally. 

As a lowly captain, his stubborn intensity led him into career-endangering disputes with the allies’ 
commander in chief, Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf. These foreshadowed later battles in UNSCOM with 
the French armed services chief, a senior British defense official, the director of the CIA’s Near East 
operations and National Security Adviser Samuel R. "Sandy" Berger. 

RiUer was a man who had not always toed the line," Ekeus said with a smile in the wood-toned office 
where he now holds court as Sweden’s ambassador to Washington. When Ekeus first began recruiting 
for UNSCOM, he heard about a young Marine who stuck to wartime judgments "that I don’t think were 
popular at the time. I knew he was a man of his own opinions. I liked that. We wanted to have strong 
personalities, but the very best talent." 

RUter had been on his way out of the Marines when war came. He resigned in 1990 to try to save a 








troubled first marriage to the former Hdcbjg^^s^olitely rebuffing a phone call to reconsider from the 
commandant, Gen. Alfred Gray. But changed his mind when President Bush began dispatching 
troops. "I can’t leave the Marine Corps when my country’s getting ready to go to war," Riiter said. 
"That’s a dishonorable thing to do." 

As the war began, Schwarzkopf was eager to claim success in the Scud hunt, for fear that Israel, the 
imssile’s main target, would enter the conflict. At a Jan. 30,1991, news conference, the general 
displayed gun camera tape from an F- 15E attack. "We knocked out as many as seven mpbile 
erector-launchers in just that one strike," he declared. 
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Alarms rang immediately for Ritter, who was bomb damage assessment officer in Centeom’s J-2, or 
intelligence directorate. He told his colleagues -- in Centcom and at the Defense Intelligence Agency -- 
that the targets looked like fuel trucks. Frantic work ensued among analysts at the CIA and the Joint 
Imagery Production Center. Before long, Rear Adm. Mike McConnell walked into Gen. Colin Powell’s 
Pentagon office and told the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff he had a problem. 

"We don’t think those were Scuds," McConnell said, according to Powell’s memoirs. When Powell 
asked his source, McConnell replied, "A captain, an analyst, on Schwarzkopfs staff." 

The following morning, when he prepared the daily bomb damage report for Schwarzkopf, Ritter 
refused to mark the Scuds as "confirmed Idlis." According to Brig. Gen. John A. Leide, Centcom’s 
intelligence chief, Schwarzkopf "didn’t want to hear" he had made a mistake. Three members of the 
intelligence staff said in interviews that Schwarzkopf sent word down the chain he wanted to 
rewrite his report. 

"I said, *Fm BDA [bomb damage assessment] officer, and there is no criteria that says if the 
commanding officer says it’s so, it’s so,’" Ritter recalled. "They took it back, and Schwarzkopf blew up 
and they came back again and said, ‘You have to change it.’ I said I couldn’t do that." 

Ritter, meanwhile, had written a memorandum arguing that the allies were consistently striking decoys 
and not real Scuds. Even Delta Force commandos, running risky but, they thought, productive Scud 
hunts behind Iraqi lines, were blowing up the wrong targets, he wrote. Postwar analysis proved he was 
right. But when Maj. Gen. Wayne A. Downing heard the report, the former joint special forces 
commander said, "it made me irate." 

"It probably took some personal courage, some intellectual courage and moral courage, to stand up and 
take that on because it certainly wasn’t popular with the Air Force, it wasn’t popular with General 
Schwarzkopf and it sure as hell wasn’t popular with me," he said. 

In pother foreshadowing of his later role ™ combining intelligence with secret operations and, some 
critics argue, overreaching — wartime sources recounted that Ritter traveled to Ar Ar, a commando 
staging base in western Saudi Arabia. He proposed apian to Col, Jesse Johnson, Centcom’s special 
forces commander, for a covert team to inkltrate sou&westem Iraq. Ritter would come along to select 
the debris of a bombed decoy, in hopes of developing a radar "signature" that could be used by Air 
Forcebombardiers to distinguish fake Scuds from real ones. 

Ritter refused to discuss Ar Ar or special operations in an interview. But he acknowledged that he was 
out of Riyadh one night, planning a reconnaissance mission, when an officer fi'om Centcom 
headquarters arrived with a direct order from Schwarzkopf to abort his work and depart. "He said I was 
a defeatist, trying to ruin the morale of the operators, and two, I was trying to start my own war," Ritter 












recalled. 


The Cabbage Patch 

RUter got his own war at UNSCOM, or part of one, Hired in September 1991 as a U.N. employee and 
paid for his UNSCOM work at various stages by the Marine Corps and the Pentagon’s On-Site 

Inspection Agency, he received the assignment of writing a complete history of Iraqi ballistic missUe 
development. 

Like other experts on the commission, RUter found gaps and inconsistencies in Iraq’s "full, final and 
complete disclosure" of capabilities. Using his wartime training and his recent knowledge of highly 
classi^ed intelligence techniques, he began thinking of methods to test doubtful claims and alternate 
theories. With permission from superiors he began to play an entrepreneurial role with contributing 
governments, bluffing and bargaining for access to their most expensive and secret resources. 


This kmd of work was already beyond the broad consensus that created UNSCOM by a vote of the 
Security Council. France and Russia, which had supplied Iraq with many of its nonconventional 
weapons components and had aspirations for future diplomatic and commercial relations with the 
Baghdad regime, played important roles inside the commission but did not fully support the 
Anglo-American hard line. Although Ekeus inspired a team spirit that transcended some of these 
concerns, UNSCOM evolved into a fractious and internally distrustful coalition. 

Protecting secrets was difficult at UNSCOM, whose headquarters resided in a 185-nation world body 
accustomed to access for all. To match and outmaneuver Iraq, with its own layers of secrets behind each 
public event, UNSCOM gradually came to mimic the Baghdad regime in one respect: It had 
compartments within compartments to obscure the details of what it knew and how. 

In particular, RUter distrusted the French, whom he came to regard as playing a double game: professing 
support for the conunission, but positioning themselves for future influence in Iraq. TimTre^i^iC a close 
British adviser to Ekeus who admired RUter, said, "Scott is a Francophobe, beyond Ae^re^on^le." But 
he also acknowledged it was "well understood that the senior French officer always" - against 
UNSCOM s rules -- reported to his embassy. If you bar all Frenchmen from the commission, you’d 
lose a pe^anent member of the Security Council’s support." RUter had back channels of his own, but 
he and his superiors said they were authorized and therefore different from those he criticized. ’ ' 

ffis suspicion boiled over in the spring of 1993, during planning for a high-technology suiprise for Iraq. 
Based on a CIA estimate and UNSCOM’s previous inspection results, the commission suspected Iraq 
had a hoard of Scud, missile engines buried in desert weapons graveyards. RUter helped lead the 
planning for Operation Cabbage Patch, which would fly over the suspected sites with 
ground-penetrating radar, a device Iraq did not know UNSCOM had available to it. The name came 
from the translation of the Russian town of Kapustin Yar, where UNSCOM hoped the Moscow 

government would help stage a rehearsal, burying missile components in the manner it had once tausht 
to Iraq. 

Cabbage Patch was a closely held secret in UNSCOM, but a French photo interpreter on staff could tell 
something was up and demanded to know. RUter reluctantly filled him in but secured his word that he 
would report to no one. Soon afterward, he came across a letter in French briefing the Defense Ministrv 
m Paris about "le Cabbage Patch." 








"I got in his face," Ritter said, in what he described as a loud drill-field voice. "I started using every 
four-letter word I could think of, called him a coward, caEed him a dishonorable man, and I told him if 
he was in the American military he’d be court-martialed." 

The secret out, Ekeus asked Ritter to fly to France and request support for Cabbage Patch. Ritter was 
characteristically blunt: He needed Puma helicopters, he told the French military chiefs, and if Paris 
would not supply them - in the end, they did not - he would ask for their equivalents from 
Washington. 

AdnOj^^fiS^^sda^EKSde, the French complained afterward about "this young American 

who beha'rod like a general, ’’^^^^ngtoTFrench account. And there was worse. Lanxade and his 
fellow four-stars hosted Ritter for lunch in a linen-and-silver Paris dining room, each selecting a wine 
and cheese from his home region. Ritter, no gastronome, flagged down a waiter and asked for Diet 
Coke. 

"I just fill up the glass and I chug it and I say, ‘Could I get another?’" Ritter said. "I think I drank four 
in a row, to try to get a caffeine boost. Well, you would have thought I had blown up the Eiffel Tower, 
these generals were so aghast," 

Cabbage Patch went forward in November 1993, after rehearsals staged from Edwards Air Force Base; 
Calif., over a test site in Yuma, Ariz., on American Bell 412 helicopters nicknamed Beavis and 
Butt-Head. The operation learned a great deal, mostly in the negative. UNSCOM’s estimates for Iraq’s 
remaining operational ballistic missile force shrank from about 200 to two dozen or fewer. But finding 
the missiles themselves was another matter. 

Rare Victories 

For some years UNSCOM’s leaders fought a paradox: The only doors Iraq would open were the ones 
that led inspectors to dead ends. Delays and refusals of entry became routine, and intelligence from 
defectors and signals intercepts disclosed that fraq developed a 15-minute standard for evacuating 
evidence from a site or, if necessary, destroying it. 

As Ekeus, the panel’s first executive chairman, told a closed-door session of foreign policy experts on 
June 17,1997, two weeks before he left his post, the inspectors had to halt when confronted by armed 
force. "We are nothing in Baghdad," he said. "We are at their complete mercy. They can just stop our 
work at any time," 

Good luck and audacity sometimes gave UNSCOM a break. Diane..§^^m^, a University of Minnesota 
microbiologist, decided to go in the back door instead of the Baht at a Baghdad food laboratory on Sept, 
25,1997. One of two men holding briefcases literally ran into her on his way out. When he fled back 
inside and the scientist gave chase, the man was so flummoxed that he handed over his bag. Inside were 
documents on the letterhead of the SSO — the service protecting the innermost secrets of the regime — 
discussing Iraq’s biological weapons program. 

Such victories were unusual. More often the Iraqis succeeded, literally or figuratively, in taking the 
object of inspectors’ interest out a back door. From its earliest days, UNSCOM tried to observe the 
methods of concealment at work. 





In the beginning the efforts could be as simple as scaling a ladder. When Dm^^S^Twho worked jointly 
for UNSCOM and the International Atomic Energy Agency, showed up fofa surprise search at the. A1 
FaUujah army depot on June 28,1991, the gate guard would not let him in but made what Kay called "a 
fatal mistake': The guard did not stop three of Kay’s men from climbing a 50-meter water tower with 
cameras in hand, 
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When the men spotted tank transporters beating a hurried exit from a side gate, onC of the observers, 
Maj, Riehard Lally, descended to a car. Driving alongside the convoy until Iraqis fired warning shots, he 
photographed doughnut-shaped machines that proved to be calutrons -- 20-foot electromagnets used to 
enrich uraiuum for an atom bomb. Before Iraqi soldiers pulled him over, Lally stuffed the film in his 
underwear. 


As time went on, nerve and fast thinking seldom sufficed to bring such advances. And borrowed 
technology like the Cabbage Patch radar — as well as FLIRs, or forward-looking infrared sensors, and 
high-altitude photographs taken by U-2 surveillance planes piloted by Air Force aviators -- could only 
take inspectors only so far. 


Iraq s shell game relied on movement and stealth -- a network of hiding places, fleets of trucks, and 
early waming of where inspectors meant to go. Frustration among the inspectors led to dawning 
recogidtion of what they were up against, and the appearance of a major break in 1995 shocked the 
commission with proof of its massive failures. 


The shock came with the defection of Huss ein^^^U ^aHdam 

revelations forced Iraq to "discover" l.Tmli^njnevvpagei^^^^^^^^^h^CTments at a chicken 
farm owned by Kamel. Still, the disclosures did not lead to fhe core of what UNSCOM sought. Internal 
evidence showed that Iraq had removed the most important documents. In ballistic missile files, for 
example, Iraq turned over component drawings made during development but not the "integration 
drawings" -- the only ones necessary to resume production. 


In a grim Baghdad headquarters o f Iraq’s Natinnalj^ m^^^^j^irectnr^e the bureaucracy set up to 
shadow UNSCOM s inspections, Ritter tried^-to question Iraqi officials about the missing documents on 
Ivfey 5,1996. Hoss^ Amin, a top official, read him a prepared statement. All he knew was that a 
girlfriend of Hussein Kamel - Kamel was married to Saddam Hussein’s daughter, Raghad - had 
phoned Amin after Kamel’s defection to say some boxes of "important things" were stored at the 
chicken farm. She hung up without giving her name. Iraq, Amin said, had now told everything it knew 
about the documents and would not answer further questions. 


The girlfriend story, as it came to be known in UNSCOM, was seen as preposterous. A few months 
later, on Aug. 16, Amin told RUter to "forget this, as it never happened," according to notes made by 
another participant in the interview. Amin had been under instruction to terminate the conversation, he 
admitted, so he made the story up. He then provided a new explanation, more complex but equally 
implausible. ^ 

It became^Jnidingly obvious that not only were we missing a little bit, we were missing a lot," said 
UNSCOM’s deputy chief. "We decided we had to take an active approach to go after 
mpimethods of concealment, and we turned our most creative minds to that task." 










The inspectors became more convinced they had to pierce the secret services themselves, instead of 
discrediting their cover stories one by one. Here Ritter had an important partner -- ironically, under the 
circumstances, a Russian. 


Nilata Smi^mwas another of Ekeus’s early recraits, a chain-smoking Soviet diplomat Ekeus first 
rrre^en bimidovich helped represent his country at the Geneva talks on the Chemical Weapons 
Cofivention. Smidovich contributed impassivity to Ritter’s passion, tact and composure to Ritter^ hard 
charge, but inste^oS^lashing "they just totaHy complemented each other," said D avid Und eilv^d a 
r^e d..Air ,Fffj;a^lofls l who was chief of the State Department’s UNSCOM supme^^ea"'"'"' ’ 
'^’““’''’•^itiperations for UNSCOM in Bahrain. ■ 


"While RUter is Mr. Energy and Mr. Drive, NiHta has the patience of the miUenia," Underwood said 

"RUter is not a great politician or diplomat. Well, I’ll tell you what: Nikita Smidovich is the ultimate ’ 
diplomat." 


The two of them worked hand in hand to win over Ekeus, and Smidovich smoothed feathers ruffled by 
his younger colleague, as when RUter summarily fired a French colonel 10 years his senior. Ii^ghdad 
Simdovich often served as chief interlocutor with Iraqi counterparts such as Lt. Gen. 
while RUter ran the complex operations intended to expose the Iraqi’s words"aS;Jiesr!* 

Weapons and Power 

In the early summer of 1994, Smidovich and RUter received their first strong indications of who was 
behind Iraq’s systematic plan to thwart the commission’s work. It came from Israel’s Military • 
Intelligence organization, which is known by its Hebrew acronym, Aman. 

Trevan, Ekeus’s British political adviser, had made a chance conta^with Israel at a lanuary conference 
that year in Delphi, Greece. After a public argument with Davi^I^, a seniorJsraeli.defeas'^facial. a 
mutual.acquaintance pulled Trevan aside and^oduced iumTtoTSroarmfn^^SfflS^^aring 
a beard and skullcap. The man was Yakov>tffidror , at the time the oriy stric^y Orthodox Jew in Israel’ 
general officer corps, and, as it happen^rtlie'" (leputy fcjBdfor of f S / 

Amidror flew to New York in April for a meeting with Ekeus. By June, and again ’ 

^alysts began passing to Smidovich and RUter early descriptions of an Iraqi secret agency that the 
inspectors had known nothing about. 

From the Arabic, it was called the Apparatus of Special Security. Saddam Hussein’s younger son, 
Qusay, directed it. Reporting to th^umbrella group were the inner comof the president’s protectiW 
agencies: th e SpecidSecun ^^ ^amga^ . the Special Presideptid^duard Unit and the SpeciaT 
^^ Put>^9aigydm ^^d^Hussein had long power:^^^^ 

inipirc^te b^an to discover, he relied on it to help hi^^eserve the special weapons he valued over all 
other national priorities. 


As Ekeus would put it much later, in a June 1997 talk at Washingtoji’^ Carnegie Endowment, the 

weapons gave Saddam Hussein "this sweet, wonderful, fantastic power, and that is why Iraa won’t rive 
them up." ^ * 










These guys are great systems analysts and they have thoroughly studied the way we operate, and they 
can build a reactive model to that," Duelfer said. "We’re outnumbered. There’s a lot of Iraqis and there 
are not many of us. They’ve got thousands of motivated people, and it turns out they are not motivated 
to help us but to fool us." 

Extraordinary challenges called for an extraordinary response. Ritter and Smidovich came to Ekeus in 
September 1994 with a proposal to travel to Tel Aviv and learn about Qusav H u^i^s apparato^n 
further detail. They did so in October and December, bringing UNSCOM^s^i^st Norbext^RS^cke 
along. The Israelis responded warily, receiving the unusual trio -- a young Marine, n'OeimananST*' 
one-time Soviet diplomat - in a facility north of Herzliya instead of the inner sanctum of the defense 
establishment, the Kirya. 

Before the inspectors left, however, they had secured a meeting with militaiy 

intelligence chief. When Ritter came back, Ekeus put him in charge of anlJJ^StlOM team that would 
think about Iraqi secret services as its central mission. 

The new team, given the deliberately bland name of Capable Sites/Concealment Investigation, attracted 
political attack from its early days. Few nations on the Security Council looked with equanimity at 
probes into such sensitive territory - as if, they sometimes argued, someone delved in the inner 
workings of the U.S. Secret Service and FBI. UNSCOM, with its American and British diplomatic 
backers, argued that it had no choice. 

By this year, with Russia and China pressing attacks, France used its sw^^vote in the Security Council 
to force UNSCOM to scale back the team and accept a French int^ig'^^.,Q:fficer, Patrick Haiirizadeh. 
as one of its members. 

"This meant," Ritter said, "that we had to compartmentalize inside the team. We basically had to live a 
cover story in front of the Frenchman so he wouldn’t know the full extent of what we were doing." In 
the files available to Haimzadeh, Ritter and his trusted lieutenants placed "fake mission requests." The 
real details of their plans were "handwritten on plain white paper and kept in a special folder that we 
would carry with ourselves." There was no special code name used for this information, he said: "we just 
called it ‘NO FRENCH. ’" 

The phenomenon was hardly new, nor confined to France. Another senior inspector described it as 
UNSCOM’s "ongoing problem of being eaten away from within." At one point UNSCOM received a 
specific warning that Russian eavesdroppers were listening to UNSCOM’s telephone calls and passing 
some of the information gleaned to Iraq. 

Another time, Duelfer arranged to meet A lm ^Oh^^y^^^.Iraqi resistance leader, to receive 
information. Chalaby, who heads the said Duelfer described his own office as 

insecure and insisted on meeting acrossof the U.N. Plaza Hotel lobby. "One of 
my men notices these two Russians lurking behind a pillar, trying to listen," Chalaby said. Duelfer, 
Chalaby added, "recognized them and immediately bolted." 

As far back as 1992, Roggg^ , an Australian inspector, had caught a French military attache helping 
himselft^e comnSon’s files and bringing them to the copy machine. He and Ritter complained to 
Jeff^^ohn, the Canadian chief of the Information Assessment Unit, UNSCOM’s euphemism for an 
intelligence section. St. John replied they could not afford a diplomatic incident. "That’s when both 










Roger and I made the decision," Ritter said, "that anything we considered sensitive was not going in 
thefile." * 

On the laptop computer he kept at home, Ritter maintained data he believed too sensitive to leave at the 
office, such as a complete log of his foreign contacts and notes describing evolution of the plan he called 
Shake the Tree. His deepest-secrets lived inside a battered canvas briefcase, the olive drab model from 
Lands’ End, that came as a 35th birthday present from his parents in 1996. 
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"The really sensitive information was carried in my green bag, twenty four hours a day, with me," Ritter 
said. "I carried it around everywhere I went. I took it home at night, put it under the bed, woke up in the 
morning and carried it back with me into work." 

The habit, if not the contents, persisted. Last month, when Ritter testified in Congress, a careful observer 
would have noted the bag on all three occasions, never once beyond the witness’s reach. 

Tomorrow: The confrontation with Iraq. 

ig; ph„ap/JASSIM MOHAMMED; ph„afp; ph„REUTER/FALEH KHEIBER; ph„ap CAPTION: 
Shaking the Tree (This graphic was not available) CAPTION: Scott RUter,'Vf\io had worked with the 
U.N. Special Commission since 1991, resigned in August. CAPTION: An unnamed U.N. inspection 
official, left, is turned away from compound by Iraqi official last November^, It was the ninth time in 10 
days that inspectors had been denied access to weapons sites. CAPTION: In photo at left, Scott Ritter, 
center, te^ leader of U.N. ams inspection team, and assistants withdraw into U.N. headquarters in 
Baghdad in January after waiting half an hour for Iraqi officials to accompany them on inspections. 
Above, in undated photo released by Britain’s Ministi^ of Defense in February, U.N. workers seal 
leaking baqirockets for destruction. CAPTION: In this UNSCOM photo from 1996, workers under 
supervision of U.N. inspectors destroy growth media, which can be used to produce biological weapons. 
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Second of two articles 


In the last stage of the contest between U.N. 
bothered to disguise the nature of the game. 


arms inspectors and Iraq, the Iraqi secret services hardly 


Timt^^^clear with the spectacle that met the U.N. Special Commission on March 7. Chies^ inspector 
that day on the first search for clues to Iraq’s illegal arsenal since a crisis over access 
^^p^nsiUve and presidential'* sites had nearly led to war. He and his team drove to a field 

Tieadquarters of the feared Special Security Organization, or SSO, a complex forbidden to them in .the 
past. 


The building went dark in an unexplained power failure, the kind that often marked the arrival of U.N. 
mspectors. Ritter and his inspection team moved by flashlight from room to room. In each one they' 

found empty shelves, a bare desk and a man with a mustache. One after one, when asked, the men said 
they worked as marriage registrars. 


"It almost showed a sense of humor," said Chris Co..,. 


in in.' '"J:” ^ Britkh army major who took part 

in the inspection. Each desk had its piece of^eranditssharpened pencil and five empty files and 

every office was the same. They’d done a very efficient job of sanitizing, and they’d obviously made it 
obvious that they were sanitizing. Enraging? Yes, absolutely. They’re no fools." 


^ ailvantage was UNSCOM’s. Ritter caked 

It „, an image meant to suggest falling fruit from branches too high to reach. 


^tter shook the tree at a second site, the SSO’s transportation directorate, where Iraq did not expect 
hm. There, a.xordmg to accounts from UNSCOM and the U.S. government, inspectors deliberately 
leered fraq s defenses against a surpnse search and used a new synthesis of intelligence techniques to 
look and listen as the Baghdad government moved contraband from the site. ^ 


It was the culmination of more than three years of work - conceived by Ritter, executed episodicaUy 










from 1996, and. relying at various stages on American, British and Israeli intelligence agencies. 

’’Something very sensitive had been done to Iraq" without the knowledge of even most inspectors, as one 
senior U.S. -official put it. 

The inspectors believed Iraq held a technical reference Library and some of the crifical components to 
build or rebufid its nuclear, biological and chemical weapons, along with the balHstic missiles to carry 
them, fraq had usually managed to move this material a step or two ahead of the inspectors. The ability 
to trac^ Iraq s movements in real time, the U.N. panel believed, set the stage for ^n accelerating 
campaign that would finally overtake the concealment efforts and put the hidden arms and documents in 
UNSCOM’s hands. 

That campaign did not take place and now appears unlikely. A struggle for control arose over the new 
intelligence technique, involving which country would conduct the most sensitive worlc and which 
individuals would have access to the results. 


More fundamentally, UNSCOM’s covert plan provoked diplomatic and military crises th^t passed the 
breaking point of its support on the U.N. Security Council. After attempting to back UNSCOM in this 
losing battle - even pushing it, in 1996, more aggressively than ExecutiveJShlaman Rolf.!El^s w ished 
” the Clinton a(^istration shifted course. By Aprfi of this year, hi^anking^.'s?^#Ma5s said, an 
interagency review decided that Washington could no longer support the threat of war to cotnpel 
UNSCOM’s access to the inner sanctums of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s secret services. 

Iraq halted aU new inspections on Aug. 3. 

In interviews, Ritter would not discuss the mechanics of the operation he created, The Washii)gton Post 
agreed to U.S. government requests to withhold publication of operational details on national security 
p-ounds. But the broader story of Shake the Tree explains not only Ritter’s angry resignation on Aug. 26 
but the unraveling of what UNSCOM’s leadership regarded as their best hope to complete Iraq’s 
disarmament. 

Weaving a Network 

By late 1994, as the U.N. inspectors learned the extent of the Iraqi apparatus deployed to thwart their 
work, each of UNSCOM’s subject teams -- chemical, biological, missile, import-export - was working 
overtime to devise new methods of catching deception. One team, fomied around Ritter, gave exclusive 
attention to what he called "the concealment mechanism." 

UNSCOM had long relied on intelligence provided by sympathetic governments and even dissidents 
who sought the overthrow of the Baghdad regime. It had an international mandate to find Iraqi weapons 
under the terms that ended the Persian Gulf War, and it regarded assistance from any quarter as 
welcome. 

_ One of Rolfs great strengths and one of his brilliant insights was that from the very first American 
intelligence brief he realized UNSCOM-could not afford to be totaUy dependent on one source - or in 
those days two sources, the U.S. and the U.K. ~ because it could be vulnerable to being manipulated on 
me basis of intelligence handed to it," said Tim Trevan, who was Ekeus’s political adviser until late 




Ekeus, who now serves as Sweden’s ambassador to Washington, said in an interview that UNSCOM 
preserved its mdependence m p_^ by combining information from many countries, not aU of which 
spoke to one another or were wiUmg to have their contributions known. In dding so, UNSCOM took on 
a role in consuming and acquirmg intelHgence that was unprecedented for an infernitional or^n^aLn 

;Tn the end we became the top guy on the block, knowing about Iraq’s weapons, because we could 
investigate personnel, we could do physical inspection and control the results," he said. 

-- by ttaq to obstruct 

^ ™ obstruction - led to growing demands by the U.N. panel on 

the most sensiave capabilrUes of its contributing governments. The means UNSCOM enibrac^ to 

opaq™overlapping, sometimes not. and often 
Vanishing Gyroscopes 

In August 1995, UNSCOM learned from Israel’s Military Intelligence organization, Aman, that Iraq was 
expecting delivery of Russian-made precision gyroscopes and accelerometers. Salvaged from 

decommissioned subm^e missHes, the components were among the few essentials for ballistic missile 
guidance that Iraq could not manufacture itself. 

The tip was of some importance, if true, because it represented the first demonstrated Iraqi effort to 
acquire forbidden weapons dunng the period of U.N. disarmament inspections. The Central Intelligence 
gency s Nonproliferati^^enter, according to U.S. officials, passed a similar tip to the comitiission. 

Ritter and a Russian diplomat who led UNSCOM’s baUistic missile team, wprked 

tE^the whereabouts of a Palestinian middleman and his shipment of gyroscope^ through 

In November Ritter flew to Amman and met with AH Shukri, private secretary to King Hussein He set 
WSCOlJs bet confidant to find and seize the gyroscopes on 

of what happened next, but U.S. and UNSCOM officials agree that the CIA’s 
Near East division c^ef Jspatched a team to Amman to take the gyroscopes. Ritter later accused the 
agents of giving Jordan the impression they worked for UNSCOM. Ekeus! in an interview, said oitiy that 
he never received the gyroscopes as expected. He professed to have no idea why. , ^ 

U.S. government officials described the CIA and UNSCOM effoPts on the gyroscopes as parallel and 
essentially complementary One knowledgeable official said Washington feared Iraq would steal the 
shipment bacL We wanted to get those gyroscopes out of Jordan as quickly as possible, and as I 

A we were in a better position to get them out than the UNSCOM people were " he 

said. A second official said the results of the U.S. government’s "exploitation" - or^S - wS 
conveyed to the disarmament panel. ^ 

That raised ihe question of who did the exploiting and for what purposes. American analysts certainly 
shared an mterestm disarming Iraq, but they may have had other interests as well, such as enhancing^ 








their knowledge of Russian missile guidance or black market military sales. Ritter always - and his 

supervisors usually - took the position that UNSCOM should control the analysis of information 
acquired on its behalf. - 


"Ritter feuded with virtuaUy everyone in the inteUigence community," Trevan said, "because he’s so 
pSthJT"^ ^ entirely a 


Over com muffins and seven Diet Cokes, Ritter put it differently in a long interview last month at a 
coffee shop near Rockefeller Center. 

If soniebody puts a roadblock in my way, I’ll try to talk my way around the roadblock, but if I can’t 
move &e roadblock I’m going-to run right through it," he said. "Now if that’s a bull in a china shop 
tough luck. It s about getting the job done. It’s about mission accompUshment. I won’t apologize for it." 

Colliding Interests 

By all accounts, the U.S. government gave unsurpassed support - financial, technical, miUtary and 
otherwise - to^SCOM. But there were also conflicts, and the gyroscope episode set the tone for what 
some people who know both men called a running feud between Ritter and his CIA Near East 
counterpart. By policy, The Post does not name covert agents. 
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It'described an 

exes on the 


Ritter told colleagues at UNSCOM and confidants in the U.S. government that the CIA’s operations 
directorate seemed to fear he would get in the way of efforts to foment a coup against Saddam Hussein 
which came to a failed crescendo m 1996. The same secret services protected the president and his 
weapons programs, and Shake the Tree amounted to a competing operation. 

A senior official with knowledge of both programs denied this, saying Ritter’s analysis had "only a 
p^smg plausibiHty " There was "no perception of conflict in any part of the U.S. government between 
whatever else the U.S. government was doing and what UNSCOM was doing." 

Another source of tension was a misplace^or withheld - piece of intelligen 
underground storage facility at JabalJVlgM. one of Saddam. Hussei 
west bank of the Tigris River nor^f Tikrit. lii' the sudiiffir o]^^^ 


. - -- me opposition Iraqi National 

Congress received a defector who had been site engineer at Jabal Mokhul The defector said Iraq had 
built an underground hiding place at the junction of two tunnels there, and great quantities of weapons 
parts and documents m crates had arrived 

Sources at the Iraqi National Congress said the®?C’s iMifieM^^Ahmed AkwTpSsed the tin 
soon after to the CIA’s Near East division, P 

More ta three years later, in November 1997, Ritter paid a caU on the m^^^nhAhm^dir 
Omla^at his home in London’s Mayfair district. "I mentioned Jabal M^^^^S^Sdn an 
njtdiwiew, "He lighted up and said, ‘What do you know about Jabal Mokhul?’ I said, ‘Didn’t you net our 
report. He said, What report?’ I said, ‘The report we gave Washington in ’94.’" Ritter’s reply Chalabi 
said, was angry profanity about the Near East division chief, 

^erican^ officials sm^ any failure to pass the tip was "strictly an accident," one of "the vagaries of the 
all! ^SCOM, It was a missed opportunity. In June 1997, inspectors had tried to inspect the 

4th battahon headquarters of the Special Republican Guard at the same complex in Jabal Mokhul. The 
mspectors knew at the time, from an early exercise of Shake the Tree, that they were being held in place 
while matenal was evacuated to an adjacent hiding spot. Had they known of the undergroundfacilib 
they could have moved there next. 

j 

More Than Ice Cream 

UNSCOM’s pu^uit of Iraq’s security system led it in some suiprising directions. There Was the trail for 
instance, of the Baghdad ice cream trucks. 


"The big thing with concealment was movement," Ekeus recalled. "Ritter excelled at his abUitv to 
penetrate organizational structures." ^ 






What he found, initiaUy with Israeli help, was that the SSO used two dedicated fleets of vehicles to 
contraband. By day it used red-and-white refrigerator trucks painted with markings of 
toe Tip Top ice cream company. At night, it used unmarked green Mercedes tractor-trailers from toe 
fleet of Segada Transportation Co., named for the wife of Saddam Hussein. 

The essence of the Iraqi shell game was this: The trucks shuttled from "storage sites," which were 
chanpd every 90 days in the early years and every 30 days after 1997, to a network of temporary "hide 
sites when U.N inspectors approached. Physical security for the hiding places fell to toe 2nd and 4th 
rigades of the Special Republican Guard, while other units performed related functions. 

Shake the Tree was premised on the assumption that Iraqi.guards would never let inspectors into storage 
sites unhl the trucfe were gone, if at ah. Inspectors wanted to put stress on the concealment system, 
forcing it to react in ways that could be observed. Those observations, in turn, would feed an 
accelerating campaign of subsequent inspections. Eventually, one UNSCOM official said, "you might 
get lucky. We tried to design something that would allow us to catch them on the rebound." 

But just as WSCOM hied to penehate Iraq, Iraq tried to penehate UNSCOM. Ritter and his superiors 
learned, to their disquiet, that toe Baghdad government showed signs of having six to ten days notice of 
most surprise inspections. They responded by compartmentalizing information ever more tightly 
inventmg classifications like "Code Green" to limit access to information. ■ 

Shaking the Tree 


M early as 1994, after Ritter and Smidovich made informal proposals on Shake the Tree, the United 
States offered to provide toe needed support in what one official called a "U.S. eyes only" operation. 
Apart froin Ekeus, only security-cleared Americans would know of its existence. Ekeus broke th^t 
condition immediately in a U.N. rose garden sholl with two of his closest advisers,'Trevan and fellow 
Briton John Scott. The three men considered the plan, but let it die. 


What resurrected the idea was the 1995 defection of Saddam. Ht ^ ^n^on.M4aw. Huss em-KgmeT" 
Hassan h^jeed. His debriefings, and the 1.5 milhon p^^^raew^ocummte^^^i^s^lnT^onse 
shocked Ekeus and UNSCOM with the enormity of what they had missed. 


experiment with Shake the Tree began in March 1996, with toe team designated UNSCOM 
143. Thereafter UNSCOM began attaching a second designation to some of its inspections, in a • 
number^ series beginning ASS-1 for the Apparatus of State Security, toe organization run by Saddam 
Hussein s son, Qusay. Asked about the acronym, Ritter replied, "I loved it. Like, ‘Kick your ass.’" 


The experment failed at first. The United States collected and processed a great deal of information 
about Iraq s reactions to the inspectors, but it reported back to UNSCOM that it picked up nothing that 
helped. Again m June, and still again in July, the results were roughly the same. 


Two crises of confidence ensued between Ekeus and Washington. 


The first came over a compromise Ekeus agreed to make in toe July inspection. Because of UNSCOM’s 
new mterest m its security services,.Iraq had invented a new designation, and new restrictions, on what it 
caUed sensitive sites. UNSCOM’s position was that it could go anywhere it liked, but Ekeus agreed to 
special procedures. When Ritter tried to test them in July, he was turned away 







An atmosphere of military menace built in Washington, which had previously punished Iraqi defiance 
with cruise missile attac^. Ekeus later told confidants he was convinced the United States was looking 
for a showdown. The Clinton administration was busy lining up Security Council support for a 
resolution finding Iraq in material breach" of its obligations, a legal justification for use offeree to 
secure compliance. 


Ekeus believed an American attack would be fatal to UNSCOM’s long-term diplomatic support, 
Washington’s strategy, he told aides, was deeply wrong. Against the advice of the administration - and 
of Ritter, who was stewing in Baghdad - Ekeus cut a deal by telephone with Iraqi Lt. Gen. Amir 
Mohammad Rasheed: Ritter would give Rasheed advance notice of the site he wished to visit, and 
Rasheed would escort him there. 

In August, then-deputy national security adviser Samuel R. "Sandy" Berger and others conveyed their 
disappointment to senior UNSCOM officials. Madeleine K. Albright, then U.N. ambassador, also 
protested. The administration was angry with Ekeus, and it wanted to know whether he planned to press 
ahead with the effort to probe Iraq’s sensitive sites. After internal consultations, UNSCOM’s answer 
was yes. 

But there was another problem to resolve. Ekeus and his senior deputies were not convinced they were 
learning all they should from Shake the Tree. They were synchronizing their inspections with American 
collection efforts, and they expected to obtain detailed results. 

In Septerpber 1996, Ekeus met with gai^ireetpr complained to him in writing that 

to date the Commission has been 'deniedagc©s§*rothe data collected" in the operation, American 
officials were reluctant to discuss this d^te, but they said the commission’s top leaders eventually 
were convinced that they were getting all the relevant "nuggets" that fell in Shake the Tree. 

During the same meeting with Deutch. Ekeus emphasized the difficulty of cracking Iraq’s concealment 
efforts and asked for new forms of technical help: the Predator surveillance drone and better sensors for 
the U-2 ~ which the Unit^ States had publicly loaned the United Nations for overflights of Iraq - 
including the high-resolution camera, infrared lense for night operations, synthetic aperture radar to 
track truck movement, and electro-optical imaging for real-time transmission of pictures. UNSCOMgot 
some, but not aU, of what he asked for, the exceptions being explained by scarcity. 


With Ekeus’s blessing, Ritter meanwhile went to London and Tel Aviv in an effort to secure more 
independence for UNSCOM on Sh^e the Tree. In effect, he displaced the United States as sole sponsor, 
and three sources said the commission got much more access to information as a result. 

A Revealing Exchange 

In June 1997, during an inspection in Baghdad, Ritter received a summons to the oil ministry. For nearly 
an hour, he held a stunningly frank verbal spaning match with Lt. Gen. Rasheed, the oil minister and, 
UNSCOM believed, a central figure in Iraq’s weapons concealment. 

We are ve^ concerned about exposing our security organizations to experts from outside of Iraq," 
Rasheed said. When Ritter justified the intrusion by alleging a coverup, Rasheed accused Ritter of 
"McCarthyism" and said, "I could say that I know your links to intelligence." 










Ritter, according to notes taken by another participant, shot back: "I deal with governments for 
inforrnation. I deal with the people who handle this kind of sensitive information, not a bunch of 
tea-drinkers." Iraq had lied repeatedly about its weapons programs, Ritter said: "As such, we have no 
choice but to use the tools which we have available.... You brought this on yourselves." 
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Rasheed demanded to know what Ritter thought he was hiding. Ritter replied in detail: VX nerve toxins 
in salt foim for long-term storage; a mobile biological weapons production facility, including fermenters 
and a drying and grinding apparatus; dried anthrax; five to seven operational ballistic missiles and up to 
25 in disassembled form; and possibly a nuclear weapon "minus the core of HEU," or highly enriched 
uranium that would make it a bomb. 

I m sorry, I have to run, Rasheed replied, finally, I would love to stay and talk to you for hours about 
your flawed concepts. However, I thank you for explaining the pretext for your inspection." 

inSfSCOM knew it was playing a very dangerous game. In February 1996, Ekeus received what he 
regarded as a credible intelligence tip that Iraq planned to kill him with slow-acting poison. The Swedish 
diplomat’s family was frightened, and Ekeus confronted Nizar Hamdoon, Iraq’s U.N. ambassador, with 
the report. Hamdoon replied that the notion was absurd, as Ekeus’s murder would delay the lifting of 
economic sanctions, Ekeus found the answer somehow flattering, comparing the price on his head to a 
year’s oil revenue. 

Adding to the commission s anxiety was knowledge that should Iraq decide to take inspectors hostage or 
kill them there was no rescue force immediately at hand. For nearly two years after a September 1991 
parking lot incident, in which inspector David Kay and his team were held at gunpoint for four days, the ■ 
Army’s Delta Force had deployed to Kuwait during UNSCOM inspections. When Shake the Tree began 
in 1996, it did so one last time, even staging an inspector rescue exercise first in Utah. But the U.S. 
military halted that support, and inspectors knew they were exposed. 

Change of Commanders 

When Ekeus left the comrassion on July 1,1997, the political and operational questions around 
UNSCOM’s use of intelligence were beginning to come to a head. The man who inherited them was a 
voluble Austrahan of large charms but.blunt affect, little loved among the guardians of U.N. protocol. 

Ridmglj^tlsiJSkeus’s replacement, is the subject of several unadmiring stories told by confidants of 
UlNfSecretary General Kofi Annan. One has it that Butler attended a dinner party hosted by then-U.S. 
Ambassador BUI Richardson, packed with ambassadors and international civil servants. The pleasant 
buzz of conversation ground to a halt at Butler’s loud interjection: "Are you out of your bloody mind?" 
After an awkward silence, Annan’s confidant recounted, someone piped in: "That’s Australian for 
diplomacy." 

But the real source of unease about Butler within the U.N. secretariat and Security Council was 
UNKCOM’s provocative probing of Iraqi secret services. Annan — his special envoy to Iraq Rrak-asli^ 
S^l».told Butler - wants "peace at any cost." • 













On Aug. 4, barely a month after taking office as executive chairman, Butler called a 90-inin^meeting 
to put his stamp on the con^sibn’s most sensitive work. Three others attended: the 

deputy chairman; Rachdg^ s, who leads the Information Assessment Unit, UNSOT^ETSSemism 
for intelligence; a^^Kitter? ^ 

Butler knew there was nothing more controversial for UNSCOM than Ritter’s efforts to probe Iraq’s 
special secmty organs. But those organs were the center, he said, of ’’the defeat UNSCOM industry." 
The comrnission was entitled to "take a lively interest" in any activity aimed at thwarting its work. He 
put Ritter m charge of a new Special Investigations Unit, repackaging the team Ritter already ran, and 
gave his blessing to continued use of the Shake the Tree channels from London, and Tel Aviv. 

The Clinton administration was more and more worried about Ritter, and about Israel. During a 
polygraph examination in late 1996, taken as part of his application for a job at the CIA, Ritter was 
asked about his overseas work. "They ask, ‘Have you ever had contact with a foreign intelligence 

agency?’ said one U.S. official, "You say yes and it sends these guys... into orbit. Scott came in with 
a hst. 

Ritter s answers were referred to the FBI, which began^dunterinteUigence investigation. Among the 
con<^ms was his August 1991 marriage t o MarinaiShM asb«ili. a former Soviet Georgian interpreter for 
■the Amencan team that had monitored an arr^^n^l pact in Votkinsk. Ritter had been married when 
they mey and he and coHeagues insist that his romance with KhatiashviU began after he left Votkinsk. 
But her job had required her to report to the KGB, and Ritter knew he was imperiling his 
secuiityclearance by marrying her, even afterward. "I was in love with Marina," Ritter said. 

Troublesome Link 

The bigger problem for Clinton administration policymakers was Ritter’s connection to Israel. Present 
and former officials at UNSCOM insisted that Ritter had authority for all he did there, and several U.S. 
officials agreed. But they said the mere fact of an FBI investigation involving Ritter and Israel raised 
unacceptable diplomatic risks if exposed. 

"What you don’t want is what the Iraqis are doing now, which is charging UNSCOM with having a 
secret Israeli connection," said one high-ranking official. 

Twice this yey, as Shake the Tree processed, the Clinton administration asked Butler to remove Ritter 
froin the spotlight. On Jan. ly as a crisis over access to suspected weapons sites began to swell, and the 
mimiitistiation oversaw a mihtary buildup in the gulf, Washington asked Butler to withdraw Ritter from 
Baghdad and abort his planned search of the SSO headquarters the next day. And in March, when it 
came time to test an inspections deal by Annan that had narrowly averted massive U.S. airstrikes a 
nionth earlier, Albright and Berger, by tMs time respectively the secretary of state and national security 
adviser, pushed for UNSCOM to send anyone but Ritter for the job. 

One U.S. official, explainmg the efforts, said, "it could be in the national interest, to make UNSCOM 
work, but not in Scott Ritter’s personal interest." i 

Richardson, who generally supported UNSCOM’s arguments that Ritter was uniquely qualified 
suc^ssfuUy outflanked efforts by Albright in the first days of March to persuade Butler otherwise. 

Butler had wrestled with the decision, finally permitting Ritter to fly to Baghdad for the inspections that 


i 







would bring him face to face with the marriage registrars. But on March 3, as the inspectors assembled, 
Butler telephoned to relieve Ritter of command. 

At the Baghdad Monitoring and Verification Center, U^©IvI’s forward headquarters, the remaining 
leaders of dierteam revolted. Cobb-Smith, GabrieleJSrggtz-Wadsa ck. Cees WpltdfSeek and Bill 
McLau^jfl^jgent a chairman’s eyes only"^p^^^'^ut^rul^g hirq^cSToff^ whc^Tnspection 
bSp^without Ritter, it would be a failulC They argued that Iraq, which had loudly accused Ritter of 
being a spy, would also see his removal as a victory for its approach of launching propaganda attacks on 
individual inspectors. 

Richardson, in New York, got wind of the rebellion and set out frantically to fmd B utler at Time 
magp;ine’s 75th anniversary dinner. He was determined to speak to him before Albright did, according 
to witnesses, and rushed through Radio City Music Hall past such celebrities as Mik hail Gorbachev and 
Lauren Bacafr. Finally he found Butler and urged him to let Ritter keep the job. Then he flagged down 
President Clinton, who knew nothing about the dispute, and arranged for a congratulatory compliment 
forButler on UNSCOM’s work. 

"Fve talked to the president himself, and you’re on," Ritter remembers hearing Butler say*y telephone 
not long afterward. 


The March exercise of Shake the Tree proved the richest haul yet of evidence on the manner in which 
Iraq moved its contraband, according to knowledgeable officials. Soon afterward, for reasons that 
remain hard to assess, the United States resumed its principal role in support of Shake the Tree and 
Israel and the United Kingdom withdrew. 

Four people with knowledge of those events gave four different accounts of the reasons - attributing the 
change, variously, to Butler’s anxieties about the previous arrangement, the unwillingness of London 
and Tel Aviv to continue, American wishes to remove the risk of an IsraeH role, and mere substitution of 
a superior technical approach. 

Washington got much of the control it wanted in 1994: An operation supported under U.S. classification 
rules. Duelfer, the deputy chairman, has American security clearances. Butler is cleared through 
CANU^US, the intelligence-sharing arrangement among Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and 

the United States. One result of the change, intended or not, is that Ritter was left out of the information 
loop. 

In the shell within a sheU. that UNSCOM had become, Ritter had no way to be sure who had cut off his 
information supply. Some American officials said it was Butler. Butler, in an interview, said: "It was not 
my decision. It’s an American one. I never lost confidence in Scott." 

A Hero, to Some 

In Ritter s celebrity since his resignation, he has been heralded as a heip.>ahd mocked as "Scotty boy," 
trying to make decisions "above your pay grade," as Sen. Josep|^R^en Jr. (D-Del.) put it last month 
Biden apologized afterward in private, but critics conE^raulM^Wotives and speculate about 
what drives the former Marine in his public campaign’f'^ 

"Unfortunately, if UNSCOM is to succeed, it must, among other things, both be and be perceived to be 








independent," Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk testified last month. "It is ironic that Scott Ritter 
and Saddam Hussein both argue that UNSCOM’s independence is being compromised by the United 
States." 

Ritter knows he is speaking aloud of things UNSCOM has long kept unspoken. He said he decided to do 
so because the commission was "terminal if something was not done," and "to go public you have to go 
all the way. 
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I feel very strongly about the concealment mechanism," he said. "You can’t find the weapons without 
defeating the conce^ent mechanism. One reason I feel comfortable talking about these [intelligence] 
liaisons is that it legitimizes -the concealment investigation. If UNSCOM survives this, and I think they 
can, then it will add credibility to the charges and put the focus back on Iraq." 

Those who know Ritter best, in and out of UNSCOM, are fiercely loyal, even if they are discomfited by 
impolitic talk of the commission’s inner workings. Others, who Uke his stand in principle, see hubris. 
"Wouldn’t you hate to share an office with him, though?" asked one pro-Ritter congressional staff 
member, "He’s totally driven, he’s self-righteous, and his way is the only way." 

^^r^^,.Aj^ ,Qr^^^neLwho was chief of the State Department’s UNSCOM 
Ritte^iffiply ’’red, white and blue, and it’s his culture.... His agenda, if I could 
spe^ for him, is that Sadd^ Hussein lives up to that [Securi^ Council resolution], and that’s it," 

At the state dinner for Czech leader Vaclav Havel on Sept. 16, Albright had another view in a, 
conversation with former national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski, according to someone at the 
dinner. 

"Is he going to run for office?" Brzezinski asked. 

"I assume so. It certainly looks that way. It’s another OUie North," Albright replied. 

North, ironically, has left ajjulnber of unanswered phone messages for Ritter at the office of his lawyer. 
New York’s Matthewjdimander, He wants Ritter on his radio show. Ritter was reluctant to explain why 
he wdl not 

"I won’t go on his ra^o show because I don’t identify with his politics," he said finally, when pressed. 
"The man was a Marine Corps officer, testified in front of the Congress wearing his uniform, and 
pleaded the Fifth Amendment. And I just find something very wrong with that." 

A New Strategy 

< j 

In' the poUcy review that came last spring, the Clinton administration concluded that a loss of diplomatic 
support left little room to back intrusive searches by threat of U.S. force. The best the government 
believed it could do for now is to maintain a broad consensus for economic sanctions. Without saying so 
much, Indyk acknowledged in his Sept. 9 testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that 
U.S. policy in Iraq cannot be effective without the Security Council and "this fact has an influence on 
the tactical decisions we have to make." 

A high-ranking U.S. official said the "conscious policy decision" in April was to "take the trigger out of 


David Und^wood, 
suppopfoM^said 









Butler’s hands for going to war" by slowing the pace of the commission’s most controversial work. "It 
wasn’t Ritter, Ritter thinks it was him. It was more Butler." 


With inspections stopped since Aug. 3 and no prospect in view for their resumption, the administration 
now plays down their significance. 

Defense Secretary William S. Cohen praised the inspectors in Senate testimony last Tuesday but 
counseled "not to_ overstate what their role is": "If you take a group of 20 or 30 people, and you put them 
in a country the size of all of New England, plus New York, plus Pennsylvania, plus New Jersey, and 
say. Go find evidence of chemical weapons,’ you are asking a great deal of those inspectors," 

One American official said as long as UNSCOM continues to function at all, "and as long as [the 
inspectors] don’t report positively" that their work is done, "that’s all we need" to keep the sanctions in 
place. In New York, one inspector said Iraq might yet overreach enough, to swing world opinion back in 
UNSCOM s favor, perhaps by tearing down cameras or by expelling the last passive monitoring teams. 

I still think there s a beat in this body," the inspector said, "The Iraqis could save us, depending on what 
they do." 

PH„REUTER; PHM„FRANK JOHNSTON; PHM„AP; MAP„LOUIS SPIRTTO CAPTION: At left, in 
September 1991 a bulldozer crushes cylinders of bombs that were designed to carry chemical weapons. 
Below, an UNSCOM photo from February 1998 shows the destruction of Iraqi rockets Containing the * 
chemical nerve agent Sarin. CAPTION: Ahmed Chaiabi is president of the opposition Iraqi National 
Congress. CAPTION: Hussein Kamel Hassan Majeed, a.defector, was killed in 1996. CAPTION: Iraqi 
U.N. envoy Nizar Hamdoon denied plot against UNSCOM chief CAPTION: Above are four inspection 
targets for UNSCOM Mission 182, which focused on ballistic missiles and went forward after months of 
planning in March 1997. The Tip Top ice cream company, inspectors believed,- was a front whose 
red-and-white trucks earned contraband arms between Special Security Organization hiding places. 
CAPTION: As a general method of operation, inspectors say, Iraq would move materials from the 
Baghdad Presidential Zone west to the Radwaniyah Presidential Zone then north to the Tikrit 
Presidential Zone to hide them from UNSCOM. 

(END) 
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RwhartLM^r , 

Guess 
Who’s 

•'.§0 you thought Saddam Hussein was out of your life? Sor- 
ly—lie’s back, manufacturing the weapons of mass destruction 
with which he threatens the Iraqi people, his neighbors and, by 
extension, the safety of the world. 

■’.Two separate developments have returned Saddam Hussein 
to'tlie headlines. Earlier this month the administration revealed 
tl^t'its satellites had detected Iraq test-firing Al-Samoud mis¬ 
siles,' home-grown, smaller versions of the Scuds last used 
agdlnst Israel during the 1990 Gulf War. The cWef of U.S. Cen¬ 
tral Command, Gen. Tony Zinni, said that the range of the Al- 
Sarrfoud easily could be increased 
‘The administration also revealed that Saddam Hussein has 
been hiding between 20 and 30 Ru^ian Scuds as as work- 
ihg through front companies outside Iraq to acquire the ma- 
(jiuie tools needed to build more missiles. 

^ ’^ne of this is new. In my last report as executive chairman 
of tlNSCOM, the agency charged with disanning Saddam, 1 
mined the U.N. Security Council about Iraq’s rai^ile^level- 
opiW activities. That was almost two years ago, just before 
Iraq^hut down all international arras control and monitoring 
efforts. I've also publicly detailed Iraq’s refusal to yield or ac- 
cobrit for its hol ding s of at least 500 tons of fuel usable only by 
Scud-type missiles. Iraqi officials told me that a complete ac¬ 
counting for this fuel was unnecessary because, after all, Iraq 
likdho Scud raises. I disagreed, stating that the reverse was 
tilieiAs long as Iraq refused to jdeld the fael, it clearly had con¬ 
cealed Scuds or planned to acquire or build them. 

'Presumably unconnected with the administration's 
fio^i bujimiultaneous with it J^ymer UNSCOM inspect^^^m 
an article in Armsd^t rol Today, . claimed th^Thaq is 
S ftSbat ivpIi^MrlpSr^Hel^ueaMoSer^^ information 
'or ewdence to support this dubious concept. 

’ There were two levels of deception in Iraqi dealings with 
i)l^$COM: concealment and false declarations on the weapons 
Iraq was prepared to put in play in the disarmament process, 
Wb'eh Ritter worked for me, he was in charge of the UNSCOM 
unit responsible for finding and destroying the concealed weap¬ 
ons,and he was vilified by Iraqi leaders as thm major persecu- 
^r. Now he says he has had private conversations with unspeci¬ 
fied Iraqi officials that have, persuaded him_ they are 
“qualitatively disarmed” and will accept a new monitoring pro¬ 
gram if the Security Council first lifts all sanctions against Iraq. 
■: The fects are dear and alarming, and they do not support 
this assertion. Iraq has been free of any arms control or mon¬ 
itoring regime for almost two years, a consequence of the break¬ 
down of consensus among the permanent members of the Secu¬ 
rity Council. Now Saddam Hussein is reconstituting his 
^pability to deploy weapons of mass destruction. I’ve seen evi- 



BVCEANROHUB! t 

“Saddam Hussein is ' 


reconstituting his capability to 
deploy weapons of mass 
destruction” 


dence of Iraqi attempts to acquire missile-related tools and, 
even more chilling, of steps the Iraqis have taken to reassemble 
their nuclear weapons design team. After the GuUlto, experte 
assessed Iraq was only six months from testmg an atoMC 
bomb. It retains that know-how. It also has rebuilt its chemical 
and biological weapons manufacturing facilities. 

If the United States is serious about addre^g the threat 
current developments raise, it should insist to its fellow perma¬ 
nent members of the Security Council that there be a new con¬ 
sensus on enforcing arms control in Iraq. Selective revelations 
such as those recently issued by the administration need to te 
accompani^ by a robust policy within the Security Co'mcil, 
making dear particularly to Russia and Ranee ttet me Umted 
States is notprepared to accept their patronage of Saddam Hus¬ 
sein, 


The imiter, diplomat in residence at the Qninod on 
Foreign Relations inNetv York, was chairman of 
UNSCOM from 1997 to 1999. 










F0-350»ti%v. 5'8-'C1) 


ALL IHFORHATIOH COHTAIHED 
HEREIII 13 UHGLfSSiriEr) 

DATE 04-28-201^ BY 60324 uc batj/sab/lsc 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 




K> 5 


/t>] ^ 






WITH/TEXT_ 

WiTri/OUTIEXT 


■Oe,.: 

Edition: 

iTT^fL TO 


or 

Classitication; 
Submitting Office: 


^ SvJ& 

AC- 


SEARCHLD . 
SERIALIZED, 


INDEXED ysCi. 
_ FILED - . A 



FBI - NEW yoBK 


fbi/doj 
















ALL IlIFOPmTION COHTAIHED 

HEBEIN IS UHCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-2S-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/sai/lsc 




£>n 


--v*., •■ y: j.'';,rB 

/;./•.« . , ,1 



fUEPHOlO/BYRA', 


'^WASHIHSTONPOST 


rortner U.N. inspector Scott Ritter, who aggressively pursued hidden 
Ifaqi weapons, says he now believes “Iraq is qualitatively disarmed," 

Ex-U.N. Inspector 
pitter to Tour Iraq, 
llake Documentary 

I(ivitation Offered by Saddam Hussein 


^CoLUM Lynch -<»/ / a a i 1 

fecial to Washington Post f /T ~ 1,0 




Si 


he former U.N. arms 



iv UNITED NATIONS, My 27 h _ 

^'ppector who badgerM Iraq wth*fiis ag^essive pursuit of hidden 
^pons, said he will rejum to Bagdad on Saturday at the invitation 

nBfKeaident^^ddamd^Win- 

3er has agreed to provide Ritter and a documentary 
creflfaccess to weapons facilities throughout the country so that 

E can judge whether Iraq lias rebuilt its arsenal since U.N. in- 
rs left 19 months ago. Ritter said he is also hoping to get an in- 
V with the Iraqi leader. 

I’.The trip coihes weeks ater Ritter published an article in an arms 
rontrol magazine asserting Iraq has essentially disarmed and challeng- 
speculation by the Clinton administration that Baghdad has the ca- 
^dly to reconstitute its chemical, biolo^cal and nuclear weapons pro- 

“My personal feeling is that Iraq is qualitatively disarmed and the Se- 
^ly Council should reassess its position,” Ritter said in an interview. 
tCThis marks a bizarre turnaround for Ritter, who resigned from the 
^nited Nations almost two years ago m protest over the U.S. Mure to 
ypport eyen tougher U.N. inspections. Iraqi leaders, having frequent¬ 
ly a^sed Ritter of spying on fraq for the CIA, seem to view their'erst- 
jivhile enemy as an asset in their propaganda war against the United 
Sfates. 



g,. Ritter said his reassessment of fte danger posed by Iraq’s weapon 
progi^ TOS broii^t about by a change in his own job title. As a U.N; 
mspector, he was under orders from the UJ^, Security Council to 
?t^eve 100 perrant disarmament regarding prohibited weapons in 

irsci* 3.siHnflflrdRarfiniiH TTiof _ 



r rT-Tr ‘ ^ uiatiidqij Iiiiniaiy nas Deen sumaentty degraded 

by the U.N. mspectors to prevent Saddam Hussein from threatening 
his neighbore. However, Ritter has not articulated a persuasive expl^ 
3?S)n™^ convinced Iraq will not present a future threat to 

Underteimofthe 1991 Persian GulfWarceasfrfire, Iraq is required 
to forgo the development of medium- and long-range missiles, and all' 
chemical, biolo^^ and nuclear weapons. But U.N. inspectors have 
showed mto Iraq to test whether the government has met its 
SfSiSmS^ ^ December 1998, on the verge of a U.S. arid 



“iwcus CO reconsntuce its weapon programs and 
SSfSeSl Baghdad's claim that it has aban- 

•nu i Y r - 



TT XT • ^ ^ suDstitute tor tuil cooperation 

UJN^pe^on regime," said national security spokesman P. J. Crow- 
ii opportunity to cooperate with Ritter when he was 

actually an inspector and didn't” 

The document^ project has aroused the interest of federal law en- 
forcOTent authonhes. Ritter said tljat PBI agentsJiave foHowed and 

f^'^°^^T^^*^®£^^‘''3omOsfe,abouttheircon: 
tacts with Iraqi ofBcmls'aapSarnedto^^ffl^^^ seek to ma- 
nipito them mto jomingUe.fraqi cam or at least into presenting a 

more mvprable portrait of the regime. , = 

j|U.S. dt^s arepfoMiited fromfravelingto fraq underkn erabargb 
mpp^aftolraq mvaded I&iwait Isolators face up to 12 years in pris- 

• ■iRitt^.said hejnten^mtervievsgtriqi D eputvPrii^Minfef-Pr Ta-<^ 
w^pori^dtlaes w%!^e will investigate claims by Wesferh 

ipInmnrmAftr Yri«w\'l _ l - *' 


yv^puii^emues wme ne will investigate claims by Western 
<«>®;eu^ence sdurces that Iraq is developing new viral warfere agents in 
ilundergrpimdms^tion. . ■ . . , 

^ dqriumentary tiiat went in and actually gained access tja 
- ah'd mtervieived the Iraqis vrould go a long way toward dis- 

l^mg ^meof the rumors ; abputlraq’s arsen^” Ritter said.-“^ut this 

t gqmg.to be a patsv rollover thing. " ■ , . : 

yRitte smd he was first myit^ to Baghdad last year by the Iraqi goir- 
^ent-after the publication bfhis book “Endgame," which ar^ed 
tnat the continuation of economic sancHnno nn itmA WIA4I.A 



months later, at a hearing offeapitol Hill lie 

had heard 

atter atod U.S. i»hcy toward Iraq. A^^ Swhat atter could 
# ^ san^ons and break the impasse in relations beh^een the 

^ I could do a documentary,” Kttef 

who is accompanying Ritter as a “translator and cultural' 
^ns^swur^ the travel visas for the crew and agi^ to put up a 
8400,000 Ime of credit to finance the documentary. j 
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The Case for Iraq's 
Qualitative Disarmament 


E ifovts to resume weapons inspections 
in Iraq hdVC long boon at an impasse. 

It has been IS months sinc^nspec- 
lots ftigmthe Ury^lcd Nation^ji^al Com* 
n^gsfloit (U Ngi^ K^l'wejgl^ndrawn^ 
^?fa^“3TK5^J!xTT{8r!Ihs since the Security 
Council crea tod a successor organization to 
assume UNSCOW's mantle. Re^lution 
1284 cs tablished the United 1 
toring, Verlflcaliw and I n^^ctign.Cpm.-.^ 

1999 

1fin^fe<S3Tj5wUh verifying Iraq's climina- 
don of ifs^capons of masa dn^bruction 
(WMU) and ballistic miiw'.irSi with a range 
greater than 1 SO kUpmeten!, 

ResoIullaiv€87,-^hich had originally 
’sptVft4 OB^.'fiiis obligntlon, rVas viewed by 
ittany^Irt the ScciiHty Council (including 
Russia, Vraricc, and Chinn) as no longer 
vinb) e given UNSCOM's untidy link to Op- 
cmklon Desert Fox, the 72-hour aerial 
bombardment of Iraq conducted hr Decem¬ 
ber 1996, At th,ittimc, Iho Uidted States ai\d 
'the. United Kingdom had used an 
UNSCOM report to the. Security Courreit 
• that hid out l)\c record of Iraqi non-com¬ 
pliance with inspections 03 justification for 
■ the boiriiins-ibeforo the Scjcurlty Council 
had any chance to deliberate on the report. 
and wiiiaoht any authorization from,that 
body.'Trlv3lii{rfovtunate fallout from thLs 
niiliUry action was that Iraq.not only re¬ 
fused to allow the UNSCOM Inspectors to 
return, but.ait'O rejected any future coopera¬ 
tion with the or8oniznlion.'The Inipeclton 
process was dead, 

In April 2000, thoSticurlty Council ap¬ 
proved the oiganizo tional plan for the new 
in.^ipectorafc. In theory setting the singe for 
the return of weapons inspectors to Iraq. 
However, Iri^cfuscs to coopercfe^with 

InSnetiion reginre is mcjrcly a repack¬ 
aged version of UNSCOM.' FurUtermore, 

Scoff RiilerJornKrimponsiriprclorund chiif 
loift fot UNSCOM, i$ ihe 
fltff/vrbjK-n'dgartv:: Solving the Iraq Prob¬ 
lem—Once and for All. 
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If the Security Council 
were to redefine Iraq's 
disarmament ohliga'' 
tion along qualitative 
standards, UNMOVIC 
should he able to come 
to closure on all out¬ 
standing disarmament 
issues. 


Resolution 1284 le^uce’^Itaq's [ncciadvc tn 
cooperate, stating that the ^curtty Coim- 
cU would only suspend sanctions once 
Baghdad had complied with inspections, 
rather than lift them as agreed ip Resolu¬ 
tion 687. Iraq has made clear that ik wiU 
never agree to anything les^than the lift¬ 
ing of sanctions. 

/(ss thesituatlon stands today, Iraq and 
tjae Security Council ore deadlocked. Jhere 
"is no hope for the return of inspectors to 
Iraq anytinresoon. With each passing day, 
concern Increases over the status of Iraq's 
WMD programs becaiise there are rro in¬ 
spectors ievptace to monitor them. Unless 
the Security Council can come up with a 
compromlac, the situation will only con¬ 
tinue to deteriorate. 

Wlaat is often overlooked in the debate 
over how to proceed with Iraq's disarrtia- 
ment Is the fact ttratfrom 1994 to 1998 Iraq 
was subjected to a strenuous program q£- 
ongoing monitoring of industrial and r«- 
bearch facilities U\at could be used to recon- 
stiCutc proscribed activities. Tlris monitor^ 
log p rovidod wcapoits Inspectors, with de¬ 
tailed instghrtnto the capabilities, hotli 
present and future, of Iraq's industrial in- 
frastruclutc. It allowed UNSCOM to ascer¬ 
tain, with n high Jifvel of confidence, that 
Iraq wos not rebuilding its prohibited 
weapon-s progrrtms and that it lacked the 


/ 


means to do So without an infusion of ad¬ 
vanced lechnology and a significant invest¬ 
ment of tinte and money. 

Given the comprehensive nature of the 
monitoring regime put in place by 
UNSCOM, which included a strict export- 
import control regime, it was possible as 
early as 1997 to determine that, frorh a 
qualitative standpoint, Iraq had been dis¬ 
armed. Tr&qnolongerposaesSed any mean¬ 
ingful quantities of chemical or biological 
agent, if it possessed any at all, .and the in¬ 
dustrial means to pioduce these agents bad 
either been eliminated or were Subject to 
Stringent monit oring, The same was hue of 
Iraq's nuclear and ballistic miasile capabili¬ 
ties, As long as monitoring inspections re¬ 
mained in place, Iraq presented a WMD- 
based threat to no one. 

The success of the UNSCOM monitor-' 
ing regime, may hold the key to unlocking 
the current staletoalobotw'ccn Iraq and the 
Security Council. The absolute ruih-reof the 
disarmament obligation set forth in Reso¬ 
lution 687 meant that anything less than 
100 percent disaimamenl precluded a find¬ 
ing of compli.’'\cc. Tliere was no latitude 
for qualitative judgments. As such, the 
world found itself in a situation where the 
considerable accomplishments of tire 
UNSCQM weapons inspectors—the elitnl- 
notlon of entire categories of WMD arrd 
their means of production—were ignored 
in light of UNSCOM's inabH'iiy to verify 
that every aspect of these programs was 
fully accounted for. Quantitative disarma¬ 
ment (Uw accounting of every last weapon, 
component, or bit of related nratcrial) took 
precedence over qualitative disarmament 
; (the elimirmtion of a meaningful, viable ca¬ 
pability to produce or employ weppn? of 
mass destruction). 

If the Security Council were to r-edefine 
Iraq's disarmamotU obUgalion along more 
meaningful—and politically (trui tcehniialiy 
viable—qualitative stairdarda, UNMOVIC 
• should be able to reconstitute UNSCOM's 
monitoring program and rapidly come to 
closure on all outstanding dlsarmamertt is¬ 
sues. If such a ,dlsarmam{jnt program is 

Ar/liSCoimfTiUtxif JmeiO^ 
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lii\ked with Ihu lifting of cconoiinic snnctinns 
upon a finding of coinptiancCy Tvaqwill al¬ 
most certainly agree to cooperate,’ 

Disarming Iraq! 1991'‘199B 

Verifying Iraq's complete disarma¬ 
ment was complicated by the fact thiat in th« 
summer of 1991 Iraq, disregarding its obli¬ 
gation to Submit a complete declaration of 
its IVMD programs, undertook a systematic 
program of "unilateral doslnictian," dis¬ 
posing of m u nitions, components, and pro¬ 
duction equipment related to all categories 
of WMD. When Iraq admitted this to 
UKSCOM, it claimed it had no documen- 
tallpn to prove its professed destruction, 
Wliile UN'SCOM was able to verify 
that Iraq had in fad destroyed slgnific.mt 
quantities of WMI5-Tctated material, with¬ 
out ar\y documents or other hard 
dence, it was Impossible to confirm 
assertions that it had disposed qf/all its 
weapons. UNSCOM's quonliteStive man¬ 
date had became a trfiip^fiowcver, through 
its extensive tavrSstigations, UNSCOM 
was ablejfvr'cnsuw that iho vast majorllj' 
orira^'s WMD arsenal, along with the 
means to produce such weaponry, was 
eliminated, Through monitoring, 
UNSCOM wirs able to guarantee that Iraq 
was not reconstituting that capability in 
any raf-aningful way. 


BalllstkMisfih'i! 

UNSCOM acWoved its most dramatic 
success in tho field of.ballistic missiles, lit 
hia December 1992 report to the Security > 


Over the next six years, UNSCOM con¬ 
tinued to investigate Iraq's prosQ’ibed mis¬ 
sile programs, and while much new infor- 
malion was obtained, nothing ever altered 
the final conclusion of Ekeus' report. 
Because of its suatess in tracking down 
Iraq's proscribed missile program, 
UNSCOM was able to turn its attention to¬ 
ward monitoring Iraq's indigenous missile 
research, development, and manufacturing 
capabilities a full yesrbeforc any of the Other . 
wcapom disciplines. As a direct result of thas 
e,n'1y foray Into monitoring, UNSCOhfi wos 
able to fully assioss Iraq's capabilift'ies in the 
field. The March 1993 inspcirion report of 
the first moidtoring tetj.v.i spelled out ire true 
extent of Iraq's ca^'abllitksi 

Th«?<Ksiin capability to mass pro- 
' ,^dst4ee mljailcs at the Centro’ and 
very little capability to produce 
' ' prototypes...!ack of missile design 
and testing experience, qualified 
pcrsormel, raw materials and 
equipment will significantly delay 
(he lre*^term development of an 
Iraqi produced missile system.' 
The Team predicts that even un¬ 
der conditions In which they 
would have sufficient amount of 
raw material and necessary 
equipment it will take several 
years for the Centre to success¬ 
fully design, produce and test a 
prototype missile system (solid- 
unguided rockct) it\ preparation 
for mass productloiv.^ 


Over the years, Iraq made several ef- 


hI5 Uecemuef rcpori lo me ewtumy .---1-— - —— 

Councll,^ien-Hxccutlvc Chairman K^rif forts to acquire the additional technology 
_>ft iTMnrrtVft itfl ballb^tlc missile ca- 


EkeusTO^ Gdy 

. ^ All ballistic irdssilcii and Items re- 
laled to their production and de¬ 
velopment, identified as requir¬ 
ing destrtiction...havc been 
d os ti'oyud...considerable 
progress has byfen made In ob¬ 
taining inforrnation from Iraq 
about its operational use of mis¬ 
siles since 1980 and the Importa¬ 
tion of mtssile components, and 
hence in establishing a materlAl 
balance for these missiles. If 
analysia of this data does not re¬ 
veal inconsistencies and If .the 
information provided is not re¬ 
futed by new evidence from reli¬ 
able sources, the Cowuuission 
would appear to have a practi¬ 
cally complete piclurc- of Iraq's 
post SCUn-derivatlve missile- 
programs. 


needed lo Improve its balletic missile ca¬ 
pabilities , Secret deals With Russia on guid¬ 
ance and control equipment, with Ukraine 
on rocket-propulsion technology, and with 
Romania orr guidance and control and 
lockst-propulslon technology were all un¬ 
covered by UNSCOMbefore teaching frui¬ 
tion. All of those ooverl procurement efforts, 
although illegal, were in support of it per¬ 
mitted ■missile system, the 150-Wlonacter- 
rango AI Sarrimrd, rather than a reconstitu¬ 
tion of Iraq's prohibited long-range missile 
programs,^ UNSCOM's ability todetect and 
interdict these transactions only under¬ 
scores the viability of its monitoring re¬ 
gime. Of notcls the fact that once sanctions 
were lifted, such transactions would be le¬ 
gal as long ns they were declared under the 
provisioiwbf the export-import control re¬ 
gime set forth In Security Council Resolu¬ 
tion lOSi, Iraq would then have no reason 
to continue to pursue such covert (and ille¬ 
gal) procurement routes. 


OifnffcaJ IVcrtpoHS ■ 

Through ite inspecOor\ activities, 
UNSCOM obtained reasonable informa¬ 
tion concerning Iraq'* chemical weapons 
(CW) activities^E-rcim 1981 to 1967, with the 
exception of data on the uso of CW a gainst 
Iran. Iroq consistently rofused to provide 
detail's to UNSCOM regarding such use, 
prc/babiy because of the political fallout 
,i{hat such an admission would cause. 
While this lefufiiil prevented a full ac¬ 
counting of Iraqi CW, Iraq could not still 
have viable CW from that period becau.se 
the chemical agen t would have long since 
deteriorated. As an internal UNSCOM 
working paper noted, an Iraqi declaration 
of CW USB during the war with Iran was 
not required for any meaningful verifica¬ 
tion; "Taking into consideratiort the con¬ 
ditions and the quality of CW-agents and 
munitions produced by Iraq at that tirae, 
there is no possibility of wenponsi remain¬ 
ing from tho m!d-l980's.''® 

The same level of confldoncc did twt 
exist concerning Iraq's CW activities dur- 
lr\g (he final Uuea years of its chemical 
weapons program, 1988-1991, The Iraqi 
leadership took a strategic decision in 1988 
to improve its CW capabilities, resulting in 
lhereorgani?Ationof the CW program. Iraq 
transferred precursor-chemical and CW- 
ager.t production capability from its pre¬ 
mier production site, the Muthanna State 
Establishment, to alternative dviliftn sites 
in an effort to conceal its continued CW 
activities within Iraq's legitimate civilwin 
chemical industry. 

At the inception of the UNSCOM 
weapons inspection regime, Iraq put for¬ 
ward ^accurate and misleading declara¬ 
tions concerning this latter phase of CW 
activity. These false declaralions were de- 
sigrred to understate the actual level of CW 
activity that transpired in Iraq from 1988 to 
1991 and enable Iraq to retain a significant 
CW production capability regai'dless of its 
disarmament obligation. 

UNSCOM inspectors wci'C eventually 
able lo uncover Iraq's incomplete declara¬ 
tions and track down much of tt^ missing 
information regarding this critical period of 
Iraq's CWprogram. However, according to 
an UNSCOM presentation to the Security 
Council in early June 1998, there remabed 
.several priority issues that needed to be 
addressed before UNKOM cttuld issue a 
judgment on Iraqi compliance; 

« the accounting for CW warheads 
for tho Scud missile; 

• the materialbalance for other Iraqi CW 

iruntrinns; 
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• ji full accounting of Iraq's attempt to 
produce VX nerve agent; and 

« Ihc material balance for equipment 
used topraduceCW agent.* 

These were technically valid issues 
that needed to be addrcs.scd In order to 
declare a full, quantitative disarmament. 
But given the Iraqi record of half-truths 
and outright false slntemciits, UNSCOM 
had difficulty accepting any declaration by 


scale, it never wcaporiH;ed stabilized VX. 
Producing significant slocks of VX for use 
on wcapotrs that would still be viable to¬ 
day would have required an ndvaocc in 
CW technology that Iraq did not demon¬ 
strate. 

Indeed, the glass-lined production 
equipment turned over to UNSCOM by 
Iraq in 1996 was lntcnd<;xl for large-scale 
VX production, butit had never been used, 
In additiorv the fact that UNSCOM con¬ 
ducted numerous inspections of ammwa- 




The key to the qualitative argument is that indi¬ 
vidual pieces of CW production equipment are 
worthless unless they ate assembled in a specific 
configuration, a unique combiHation that zvojtld be 
readily discernible to weapons inspectors, 


UhlSCOM document laid Oof all Iho pos¬ 
sible ways Iraq could cotceal a CW pro¬ 
duction capability/ TAe document noted 
that Iraq could cither’ bury precursor 
chemicala or d«tribule them throughout 
its commcmtal chemical inditst.'y to dis¬ 
guise their true u.sc. Likewise, It could d is- 
tiibui'e empty dual-use munitions to de¬ 
pots under the cover of legitimate use, 
bury them, or continuously move them 
around in trucks. The documents required 
to resume CW activity could, if micro¬ 
filmed, be stored in a singlsbricfciisc, 
Even nrorc disturbing, thu 1996 
UNSCOM document noted that Iraq iMuld 
readily distribute the main pieces of equip¬ 
ment needed for CW production tluough- 
out its commercial faciUlias, mc.ming Shat 
cqutpmcart that had a legitimate iiscfn com¬ 
mercial chcmical-related activity could also 
be used for CW manufacture. As long as 
this equipmenl was maintained at legiti¬ 
mate facilities, onyhidden intent by Iraq to 
use it for illicit purposes would go undetec¬ 
ted, "There is no single- use C W equipment. 


Iraq ihat was not bsck'ed up with docu¬ 
ments or other verifiable evidence. The 
fact that Iraq maintained it did not have 
such documents meant that UNSCOM 
was faced with trying lo prove a negative, 
which in and of Itself is an almnst Impos¬ 
sible task. 

What was overlooked in 1998 was the 
extent to which UNSCOM had actually 
eliminated Irfiq'.<s CW capability. The 
Muthacma State PsUblLshracnl and most of 
Iraq's associated production equipmwt 
had been destroyed, either through aerial 
bombardment during Operation Pescrl 
Storm or under the supervision of 
UNSCOM inspectors. Iraq's stockpiles of 
CW agent had ci thcr been destroyed in the 
same manner or could be assumed to have 
deteriorated. 

The two potential cxccptiorw we.ie VX 
nerve agent and mustard agent that had 
been loaded into IS,? mm artillery shells. 
Iraq lied to UNSCOM about having a VX 
program uritB confronted in 1995 with Ir¬ 
refutable evidence that it had developed u 
capability to produce VX. In 1996, Iraq 
Uimcd over specialized glass-lined pro¬ 
duction equipment associated with its VX 
program, which UNSCOM then de¬ 
stroyed. 

The remaining question over Iraq's 
VX program hinges on the discovery of 
chemical traces unique to stabilized VX 
on several destroyed Scud warhead frag¬ 
ments that were excavated by UNSCOM 
In cotiy 199S, Iraq disputes this finding, 
admitting that white it did succeed in 
producing stabilized VX on a laboratory 


tlon depots, chemical production plants, 
and potential storage areas, using some of 
the most sensitive chemical detection te<^- 
nology available, and found no trace of CW 
agent minimizes the likelihood that Iraq 
maintains any significant stockpile of VX 
weapons. 

The olher issue Is the nmstard-fillcd 
8 rtillcry shells. Iraq decla fed to UNSCOM 
that It had a stockpile of 13,500 such shells 
on the cve of the Persian Gulf War. 
UNSCOM supervised the destruction of 
12,747 of these shells, and Iraq declared 
that tlie remnining shells had been de¬ 
stroyed by aerial bombardment of two 
storage sites during Desert Storm, 
UNSCOM could find no evidence of any 
destroyed 155 mm shells at ihc main stor¬ 
age orca, but It did discover four intact 
artillery shells lying on the ground in one 
of the storage sites. The mustard was 
tested and found to be 94-97 percent 
pure—a viable weapon. Given the purity 
of the mustard, UNSCOM made finding 
the remaining shells a priori ly. 

Iraq denies having retained these 
shells;but regardless a few hundred 155 
mm mustard shells have little military 
value on the modem battlefield. A mean¬ 
ingful CW attack using artillery requires 
thousands 0/ rounds. Reiention of such 
a limited number of shells makes no 
sense and cannot be viewed as a serious 
threat. 

Far more Important to assuring Iraq's 
qualHalivo disarmament is disabling its 
production capability—a task that ot first 
glance scctns almost impossible. A1998 


all pieces are dual use Bod could be justi¬ 
fied at different locatiojos " the document 
noted. • 

There was absolutely no evidence 
that Iraq was trying to hide CW produc¬ 
tion equipment. In Us monitoring capac¬ 
ity, UNSCOM carried out extensive in¬ 
spections of all of Iraq's civilian chemical 
manufacturing infrastructure and found 
no evidence of illicit 5 tore.s of CW precur¬ 
sor chemicals. Precursor chemicals are 
difficult to hide from inspectors because 
the minltnum amount required for any 
viable CW-agent production run Is sev¬ 
eral hundred tons, Inspections of dozens 
of Iraqi munitions depots by UNSCOM 
also failed to turn up any illicit unfilled 
munitions. 

However, the key to the qualitative 
argument is that individual pieces of CW 
production equipment are worthless unfeM 
they are assembled in a specific configura¬ 
tion, B unique combination that would be 
readily discernible to wsapon.s inspectors: 
"CWy the proper combination of different 
pieces of equipment in a particular configu¬ 
ration gives to.-.thcsc pieces of equipment 
Uoe Status of a CW production facili^," the 
UNSCOM document noted. The point is 
tirat all of UNSCOM's speculative fears 
concerning reconstitution of an Iraqi CW 
capability can be laid to rest as long as a 
viable noonitoring inspection regime, one 
that would detect any specialized configu¬ 
ration of dual-use equipment, is in piace— 
the kind of regime that existed prior to the 
withdrawal of inspectors in December 
1998. 
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BWoj/rtI Wiw/J5«s 

Pcfhjips! the most miSuivderstood 
member of Iraci's WWD the bio¬ 
logical weapons (BW^rfigram hns been 
described by Richa wTOutleAU NSCOM's 
executive chaj^an from July 199? to 
June 19V9, as '’a Hack hole.*'* One of the 
principal reasons for such a bleak assess¬ 
ment is Ihc prevailing atmosphere of mis¬ 
trust that has clouded the issue from the 
start, Iraq denied having a DW program 
until June 1995, when UNSCOM coiv 
fiOAlcd Baghdad with evidence of mas¬ 
sive procurement or growth media that 
could not otherwise be explained. Even 
so, Iraq refused to adiml it had an offen¬ 
sive BW program uj),li'lMtet the X995 de¬ 
fection of Hussejr^amjl, the son-in-law 
of Saddsm ^seJn'antt former heocJ of 
Iraq's WMl!^rogca,-ns. At that time, Iraq 
admitted to having weaponiaed 25 Scud 
warl'icads and 157 bombs. 

riespllc the fact that UMSCOM de-''- 
shoyed l)\e totality of Iraq's decbrccl.T3ro- 
ductioo facilities, equipment, and.’fhw ma¬ 
teria! associated with .BW in 1996, 
UNSCOM cxpcrtB,,bMc'Kcd up by panels of 
ciUAlifi^d sctcrtHijts ffow Around tKc world/ 
bund 1?^“® declaration? regarding BW' to 
■ be Inadequate "scicutifically, tochnicilly, 
militarily, and managcrially.'''’ Tire pri¬ 
mary point of contention was tha inabil¬ 
ity of the experts to verify, based upon the 
available docun'.oiUation, most of the <lec- 
1,1 rations made by Iraq concerning both 
the scope of the Iraqi BW program and 
what the Iraqis maintained they unllstcf 
ally destroyed in 1S91. Inspectors could 
not account for the mnierifiI balance for 
supplies, equipment, and material for the 
DW program, Hrcproduction of BW agent, 
and (lie production of munitions (i.e., the 
filling of empty munitions with BW 
agent). The most frustrating aspect of this 
issue was that unlike the CW Inspectors, 
who had hard facts contradicting the Iraqi 
posi lion on VX, the BW inspectors hud no 
evidence of Iraqi non-compliancej they 
• simply refused to accept the Iraqi docUra • 
lion as VJilid without records, documents, 
and physical evidence. 

Because of this lack of substantive in¬ 
formation, the BW inspection group 
implemented the most intensive of alt 
L’NSCOM's mon iloring regimes, drawing 
in doiens of sites ranging from those in¬ 
volved In vaccine and pharmaceutical 
work to univwsltj'-level research labora¬ 
tories to beor-bivwirg factories and ani¬ 
mal-feed production plants (which could 
conceiv,i bly be converted to mass-produ cc 
BW agent). Detailed protocols foreachsitc 
wore developed, and teams of highly 

hiiiv'iiW 


trained biologists combed these sites re¬ 
peatedly for any sign of wrongdoing by 
Iraq. But while UNSCOM and Iraq faced 
off over the ir\adequacics of the Iroql BW 
declaration, the biologists responsible for 
moiiitoting Iraqi compliance fouird ex¬ 
actly that—complianco. In all of their in¬ 
spections, the monitors could find no 
rnearringful evidence of Iraqi circumven¬ 
tion of its commitment not to reconstitute 
its BW program. 

Even "spectacular" finds, such as the 
widely publicized surprise inspection of 
the National Food and Drug Examination 
Laboratory in September 199R, which re¬ 
sulted in exposing the cy.latence of "Staff 
7" (also known as the Biological Activities 
Staff) of the Special Security Organiza¬ 
tion, turnedA'ut to be mnre ordinary than 
orlginail.-y thought, "Sta ff 7" was respon- 
siblrofor testing the focxl and other matc- 
fial brought in contact with Saddam 
■ Hussein and other senior government 
officials, nothing more. 

One of the conclusions drawn from 
the extensive monitoring of Iraq's biologi¬ 
cal capabilities carried out by UNSCOM 
was that the overall level of Iraq's b idl Ogi- 
cal capability, in terms of available Infra¬ 
structure, was very low. Vaedne and phar¬ 
maceutical development and manufacture 
had deteriorated dramatically because of 
the continued economic sanctions, and 
without a massive infusion of money and 
technology, they would continue to do so. 
The reality of the situation was that, rc- 
gardle.'iR of UNSCOM's ability to verify 
Iraq's declarations regarding its past BW 


programs, the major BW prodi^flcin facil¬ 
ity at Al Hakum had been d^troyed, to¬ 
gether With its associated equipment, and 
exten-sive monitoring.®! Iraq's biological 
infrastructure could find no evidence of 
continued prosaibed nclivity. If weapons 
inspectors -N’ere once again allowed back 
into Iraq to resume monitoring along the 
linos carried out by UNSCOM, there is no 
rp.oson to doubt that similar fin-dings 
v/nuld be had, with the same level of con¬ 
fidence. 

Ni/ciorr Wcapuirs 

Under the airangemenls set forth in 
Rc.solufion687, responsibilily for oversee¬ 
ing the disarmament of Iraq's nuclear 
weapons capability was given to the Inter¬ 
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
Often overlooked in the dobalc about 
Iraq's nuclear capabilities is just how effec¬ 
tive the IAEA was at destroying, disman- 
ilinp, or rendering harmless Iraq's nuclear 
weapons capability. Despite every attempt 
by Iraq to retain some level of nuclear 
weapons capabilily, the m.assivc infra- 
siruclurc Baghdad had assembled by 1991 
to producc a nuclea r bomb had bee.n elimi¬ 
nated by 1995. A! Athecr, the huckar 
weaponization facility, had been de- 
atroycd—blown up under IAEA sup ervi- 
sloj,„iind fill other major facilities related 
to Iraq's nuclear weapons program had ei¬ 
ther been dismantled or were subjected to 
one of the most pltingcnt forms of ongo¬ 
ing monitoring and verification inspec¬ 
tions over implemented under a disarma¬ 
ment accord. 
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0/ '19%, the lA\iA. had established a 
searak'SS nionitoiing-based Inspection re¬ 
gime Ihntp'^hvlded absolute certainly Iraq 
would not be able to reconstilu.tc its 
nuclear wcaiwns program short of acquir¬ 
ing a complete nuclear weapon abroad, 
Whi'io black-market transaclions Tclating 
to the proliferaiion of nuclear weapons 
material Is a serious isstt c, it is well beyond 
the mandate of IAEA inspections inside 


linutfa posses fa^raq of "a 20'kiloton 
nu^f-bDmb,"'UNSCOM had no choice 
but to take the nllegaltonseriously, Accord¬ 
ing to the defector, Iraqi security forces 
maintained a fleet of some 150 Mercedes 
trucks Oral were dedicated to transporting 
material associated with the Iraqi nuclear 
weapons program- These trucks were 
maintained in at least five depots around 
the Baghdad area, The defector provided 


No one knows for sure what has transpired in Iraq 
since the last inspectors were withdrawn. Conjecture 
aside, however, there is absolutely no reason to believe 
Iraq could have meaningfully reconstipMed any ele¬ 
ment of its WMD capabilities past 18 months. 


Coordination between UNSCQft^and 
the i AEA on this issue during thjj^mmnej 
of 1997 resulted ixt the difimis^Ql of the ba¬ 
sic premise that Iraq hiij a "20-kUoton 
nudearbomb." Ailemdncc, including tes¬ 
timony fromHussSfn Kamal, dearly estab¬ 
lished that Irjq''had not manufactured a 
nuclear weapon by the time of the Gulf 
War, Ir response to a question from the 
lA^ as to whether Iraqbad tried to pio- 
dyecabomb and wh^Srsuch efforts were 
ongoing, Hus seig^raraal replied, 

Yes,^ tiCt now, before the Gulf 
Wan First they studied 12 ton, 
then 9 ton and tlien 6 ton, These 
a rc weights of a device which they 
wouid make suitable for delivery. 
Tlrcsc were only studies....All the 
time Ihcy worked to make it 
smaller but had never reached a 
point close to testing," 


Iraq,'^^cre has been no evidence prp?^'cd detailed descriptions of the vehicles, in- 

ofahyattcmptbylraqloBcin^iii^nucleat' eluding color schemes and license plate 
weapon or- major rchT'eS componorrls numbers, oswcU as informatior^ on convoy 
since 1991. (Iraq htis attempted to acquire movement and the vehicle makeup of con¬ 
sole dual-use Items, fueling speculation voys associated wltl\ tire movement of the 
about its intent, but alljWtriS’Wcrc-mlnor "bomb," y. _ 
and-would not have had any meaningful Rol|%^,riecided tire defector's re¬ 
impact on a full-scale nuclear Weapons cf- porrsnauld he thoroughly Investigated, 

fort.) Furthermore, given the high quality At thorfamc time, the IAEA was involved 

of the lAFA inonilorins approach in Iraq, in ongoing technical discussions with 

any such items, If not dctcclcd outright by tlicir Iraqi counterparts about gaps in the 

IAEA Inspectorj!, would have to be hidden information provlded by Iraq concerning 

by Urc Iraqis in a fashion tlrat w'ovild pre- its nuclear progrartC lrWas-^ught that 

elude their use in any covert reannament Ih^sfecfor's report might alaoimip an- 

act'ivlty because any such attempt at rear* swr solne of the IAEA's temainin^ues- 

mament would be di.scovcred by the monl- /\ 
taring inspections. / y particular ctocot was inci™- 

Despite the cffcctlvenessof the IAEA z' pleteinlormationctasaeategihestatusof 
ntcllndna ling Iraq's nuclear capabilities/ the final Iraqi design for a nuclear Wmb 
rumors of Iraq possessing a nuclear d^ and the disposition of design drawings 

vice persist. The main cause of such and molds for the mahufaclurc of the 

speculation is information provided by\ high-explosive lenses nceded for an im- 
on Iraqi defector from the security 5 ci> Nplosion device, Tlie IAEA rioted thatsev- 
vices who fled fraq in 1995 and came to em'ciiticalibiawfngs'were missing and 

the attention of L'NSCOM in enrly 1997. that there was an inconsistency In the 

The defector, to whom UNSCOM gained Iraqi story about the lens program- Iraqi 

access through cooperation with sup- , authorities at first stated that, because 
porting governments, possessed Infor- their final nuclear weapon design called 

maflon pertaining to the methods and for the outer dimensions of the device to 

units used by Iraq to conceal Its retained be reduced from 120 centimeters to less 

proscribed weapons from UNSCOM and than 80 centimeters {in order to fit in the 

the IAEA. warhead of a Scud-type missile)* the ef- 

This in formation, especially as pertain- fort never werlt bey ond the design stage 

fng to the MiUtnry Industrial Commission «s Iraqi enginoers struggled to shrink the 

Security Service, proved to be unerringly weapon. The Iraqis then conceded that 

accurate and established the dofector as a they had In fact cast Some lenses for test- 

valid jnd potenfl&lly valuable source,ing purpo.ie9, and the IAEA and 
Based upon ti\c defector's proven credibll- UNSCOM speculated that it was possible 

ily, wlwn l\c later provided UNSCOM with I raq Irad manufactured three or four sets 

secondhand Infocrontion about Iraq's con- of high-explosive lenses. 


Nevertheless, continued jnconsistcn- 
cies in the Iraqi story, combined wl th the 
refusal cf the Iraqi side to provide the 
IAEA with an ovemll design concept of 
the nuclear device, made it prudent to ex¬ 
amine rn-ory report thsthlnted at contin.- 
ued concealment activities on the part of 
Iraq. However, both UNSCOM and the 
IAEA were in agreement that for the 
defector's report to be credible, the ma¬ 
terial in question could only bo compo- 
neots o? a 20-kiloton device,not an actual 
bomb. Since 1998, the IAEA has gained 
access to additional documentation, in 


the form' of log books pertjtining to the 
production of high-explosive lenses, that 
further clarifies fhe.lfisuc of higli-cxplo- 
si VC lens manufacture by Iraq, tlmsplmU , 
nating one of the main cciwcrnpuclin^ 
speculation that Iraq contlnueft to pos- V 
sess major hudear wcapon'^compOi/l 
nents.’’ ■ I 

In conclusion, it is highly unlikely 
that the defector's claims concerning an 


Iraqi nuclear bomb are accurate. Unfor¬ 
tunately, specutsttpn that'Traq has re¬ 
tained some nuclear capability simply 


will not go away. It is conceivable that 
Iraq could have retained certain compo¬ 
nents of a nuclear device, However, ihcro 


is no credible evidence of this, and even 


If such maleriol were retained, it would 


be of tio use to Iraq, given the extent to 
which Iraq's nuclear program was dis¬ 
mantled by tho IAEA. The best way to 
ensure that Iraq does not reconstiluto Its 
nuclear weapons program is to get IAEA 
inspectors back into Iraq, where they can 
tesurne Ihclr task of monitoring Iraqi 
compliance. 
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Iraq Today 

The absence of weapons it\spectors in 
Iraq since Pecember 1998 has created a 
vacuum of available data onwhlch lobase 
an assessment of Iraq's current activities. 
Rushing to fill this void have been a series 
of speculative reports lhat h-ave attributed 
certain capabilities to Iraq that arc incom¬ 
patible with what UNSCOM learned from 
eight years of experiencc with Iraq's WM.D 
prograrns. The truth of the mntlcf is, de¬ 
void of weapons inspections, no one 
knows h^rsuve what has transpired In Iraq 
since the last iitspeclors were ivithdrawa 
Conjecture aside, however, there is abso¬ 
lutely no reason to believe that Iraq could 
have meaningfully reconstituted any ele¬ 
ment of Its WMD capabilities in the past 
18 months, 

Froth a WMD perspective, Iraq today 
is not the Iraq of 1991. What took Iraq dp ' 
cades to bull'd through the dxpendityre'of 
billion.! of dollars could not, undfif any ra* 
tior^al anajysis, have btiSh rcconsHtutod 
since Deceinher l$x8, Iraq's nuclear enrich- 
menf jnfrastruciurc has been reduced to 
zero, and Iraq Jacks the funding, technol¬ 
ogy, and time required to rvcorwHlute it. In 
theorj', some practical work cot\]d hove 
been caiTied out in the field of high-Ckplo- 
sivc lens development,blit any serious ef¬ 
fort would requite the diversion of con¬ 
trolled stocks of spociali/cd explosives that 
had been used for manufocluring the 
lenses, something that would be readily 
discerned once lABA iirspectors return to 
work. 

In addition to the fact that UNSCOM 
was tlioroughly monitoring all activity rc- 
laled to the AI Samud missile project, the 
major fadUUcs related to Ihe develop¬ 
ment efforts of this permitted missile sys¬ 
tem were bombed and either destroyed or 
heavily damaged during Operation 
Desert Pox, When, in the summer of 1999, 
the CIA detected signs of reconstruction 
atthe.'ie facilities,, ihe Clinton ad ministra¬ 
tion i mmediately warned of s n Imminent 
threat. However, such assessments were 
not shared by the scientists and techni¬ 
cians of UNSCOM, who knew Iraq's ca- 
pabilillcs better than anyone. One study, 
prepared in July 1996 by a British missile 
expert, set the tone for all reports that fol¬ 
lowed: 

liven given o relaxation of the 
sanctions program, if there ate no 
quantum jumps in the level of 
technology available to [Iraq], It 
should be many years before an 

k indigenously designed, ISO kilo- 

lasCuiiirsiTisiity jC,' 
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meter range, Iraqi missile has the 
integrated range/payload/accu¬ 
racy to militarily threaten even the 
immediate region,” 

Nothing has transpired since 1996 
that could remotely be construed as « 
"quantum jump" in Iraq's bailistlc missiles 
capabilities. 

Some U.S, government DEficial,s, me¬ 
dia pundits, and ^mer UNSCOM staff 
(ineJuding Ro lf Bk^ s and Fichard^wor) 
fear that iTindoed 
material tiw some in UNSpOM believe 
possible, could readily rcccmstiiuto its 
chemical- and biologicai-jtgcnt production 
capabilities. Howev^f, manufacturing CW 
would requite ns.sembllng production 
equipmen t into a single Integra ted facility, 
crenljiig jn infrastructure readily detect- 
by ihe strategic intelligence capabili¬ 
ties of the United States, 'The CIA has 
clearly stated on several occasions since 
the lormination of inspections in Decem¬ 
ber 1998 that no such activity has been de¬ 
lected. The Iraqis do have enough equip¬ 
ment lo carry out laboratory-scale produc¬ 
tion of DVV agent, However, w ilhout an in¬ 
fusion of money and technology, expand¬ 
ing such a capability into a viable weap¬ 
ons program is a virtual impossibility. 
Contrary to popular belief, BW cannot 
simply be cooked up in the basement; it 
requires a large and sophisticated infra¬ 
structure, especially if the agent is to be 
filled into munitions. As with CWi the CIA 
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has not delected any such activity concer.T-' 
ing BW since UNSCOM inspectors left 
Iraq. 

CIA assessments aloneca/tnot certify 
that Iraqhas no weaponsof ma.ss destruc¬ 
tion; national intelligence systems have 
failed to detect IVMD efforts in Iraq in the 
past, But because of Ihe work carried out 
by UNSCOM, it can be fairly stated that 
Iraq was qualitatively disarmed at the 
tinje inspectors were withdrawn. V/hile 
no one can say for certain what has tran¬ 
spired inside Iraq since then, the resump¬ 
tion of monltoring-bosc-d inspections 
would easily determine if Ir&q had made 
any effort to reconstitute its WMD pro¬ 
grams. 


Moving Forward 

Iraq has not fully complied with the 
provisions of Security Council Resolution 
687, On this there is no debate. However, 
this failure to corhply does not automati¬ 
cally translate into a finding that Iraq con¬ 
tinues to possess weapons of mass de- 
structicjn and the means to produce them. 
Resolution 687 demanded far more than 
the dismantling of viable wcapoirs and 
weapons-production cfipabililies, Most of 
UNSCOM's findings of Iraqi non-compli¬ 
ance coneemed either the inability lo 
verify an Iraqi declaration or peripheral 
matters, such as components and docu- 
menta tion, which by and of thenwolves do 



UNSCOM inspref^'t<»'(^(lKifecl()rerfuufftbrr<>/'J5S tnm ClV<irfi7fciypro/«-f/fcs f« sn Irarji sfor- 
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5- not constitulc a weapon or piogfam. By v 
the end of 1998,1raq ha J, in fact, been dis- ( 

armed to a level ynpcecedenicd it\ modem i 
history, but UNSCQM and the Seeurity i 

Council were unable—and in some In- \ 

stances unwilling—ld ecknowledge this 
sccomplishmcnt. ' 

Unfortunately, the quantitative staiv i 

dards for Iraqi compliance set forth in 
Resolution 6S7 are still In place today in 
the form of Resolution 1284, which em- 
phaikes vetUying material balance over 
resumirrg viable monitoring activities. 

This is a formula for dkasicr, perpetust- 
ing the cyck of conflict witSv Iraq that led 
to (he diserod.iting of UNSCOM. 
UNMOVIC will meet tl« same fa to unless 
the Security Council takes measu res to re¬ 
focus the inspection regime on disarma¬ 
ment issues related to viable weapons and 
weaports-pi'oduction capability, instead of 
engaging in a never-ending effort to ac- 
count for evpiy last vestige of Iraq's forth«f 
W¥D progoams. UNMOVfC shouldr-movc 
rapidly to tlie more imqorJrant task of 
/• monitoring Irnq.tro ensure tltat its dis- 
martlfl.i‘'Wv.apons programs^ re not recon¬ 
stituted. 

■ In this vMn should target 

his Inspections'Awfully. Blix hftS made 
clear his desire to continue the same In¬ 
spection tactics employed by UNSCOM, 
including no-nutice inspections and 
aerial surveillance. IVldle such rights are 
at the core of any credible on-site inspec¬ 
tion regime, UNMOVIC's no-notice in¬ 
spections should focus on facilities that 
have a Icgitimaio bearing on WMD re¬ 
search, development, and manufacture, 
Blix should avoid pressure to continue 
aggressive inspections aimed at Iraqi 
presidential and security sites. Such in¬ 
spections have historically produced little 
to do with disarmament, and given the 
ndsuse of sensitive Information gathered 
by UNSCOM from such sites irr the past, 
ihey .would bo viewed with mistrust not 
only by Iraq, but also by many members 
of ilio Security Council.’* 

One serious obstacle to the reformu¬ 
lation of Iraq's disarmament obligallon.by 
the Security Council is the current U,S. 
policy of femovbg Saddam Hussein from 
power, codified tn the Imqil.ibcrBtlon Act 
of 1998. 'Chat lav^'df'^so far failed to 
threaten Saddaijtujfeain in a ny meaning- 
' / ful way, l ^l>K nas ^^ Jed in preclud- 

S Wl ing nrjjqj^SnSgS^i^Iomatlc initiative 
' 'X the Unilcd'StateS into a.unihl- 

eral policy that makes cooperation with 
^ Iraq impossible. If the United States U se¬ 

rious about disarming Iraq, it should re¬ 
peal the Iraqi tiberation Act ar^d work 




witlun the framework of the Security 

Council lo formulate a policy that lesvlls 
in the rapid neintroduclionof meaningful, 
monitoring-based weapons inspections 
into Iraq. 

That will require the lifting, not simply 
the suspension, of sanction.^. Vftlle it is true 
that the Sanctions have retarded Iraq's abil¬ 
ity to acquire technology that could aid any 
WMD reconstitution effort, Resolution 687 
slated that a finding of compliance would 
trigger the itfting of sanctions, flanctions are 
thus not an open-ended aption, At some 
point, they will need to be lifted, and if 

findingof qualitative disarmament-^sacked 

with the iraplomentstion of vijdok mcnitor- 
ing'based inspections,, car^^ejj^^hen 


of diplomatic engagement, would pro¬ 
mote peace and security more than any 
other altcnxatlve policy currently bclrus 
considered. And that, of course, is-'What 
arms control and disarmament' 
about. 

NOTES 

1 . Author cotwenAMions tvilh Iraqi govemmcni 
officials in 1^799 and MOO. 

2. The va)i\ Al Haytham Missile ResiMah and De- 
sigju Center, which look over nupansibilsly for 
Iraq's permitlcd ballistic n'istslle progMiTu; ii\ the 
aftermath of ih^uif War. 

3. AzadW^v,‘TMT'l Monitoringliispcction 
RcppjnTMeroh 1993," UNSCOM internal 

, dof^ont. 


there'is nO reafl.ftd'. to keep 'ssniCtTons in ■? •£** 

place. Resolution 637 pcriulls fraq to possess ballis- 

The Sfccurity Council must also follow ticinifwilBS with a rangeof 350 kilomalers orlw, 

. * . .. % • . .« ... ii. ^ a,- 


thrnvu'gh on the promise it made in para- 

• graph 14 of Resolution 687, which speaks 
of regional disarm smont. While monitor¬ 
ing-based Inspections ir\ Iraq must be ex¬ 
pected to last indefinitely, they cannot be 
expected to last in a vacuum. Unless ar¬ 
rangements arc made to address WMD 
programs tn Iran and Israel, as well as the 
regional proliferation of advanced conven¬ 
tional wcap onry, Iraq will never accept per¬ 
petual disarmament. 

What Is needed is a Security Council 
resolution dial concludes Resolution 687, 
supersedes Resolution 1284, and redefines 
the disarmament obligations of Iraq to 
meet more realistic qualitative bench¬ 
marks. In addition to verifying Iraqi com¬ 
pliance with these new benchmarks, the 
resulting inspeeto^fe, whether a re¬ 
vamped UNMaV.fc.JHr a new agency, 
would be*^^ifed with implementing a 
monilming regime similar to the one 
f’' with- 

from Iraq. Once Iraq's disarma- 
rrtCht along clearly defined qualitative 
standards had been verified by weapons 
in,spcctoi's, and after a viable monitoring 
regime was in place to detect and deter 
any attempt at reconstituting its 'WMP 
pn^ams, the Security Council would i ift, 
not suspend, economic sancHons. 

Refocusing inspection goals and ob¬ 
jectives would not only capitoliee on 
UNSCOM's many accomplishments In 
rtKJting out and disposing of Iraq's prohib¬ 
ited weapons, it would also help iJw Secu¬ 
rity Council regain some of Its lost cred- 

• ibil ily and resume its role as a v iablc uver- 
scct of international peace and security. It 

i also meets the original intent of the Secu¬ 
rity Council to eliminate Iraq's vreapons of 
mass destruction programs, not Its leader- 

c ship. Such a policy, built on the precepts 


as well as (l\c means to pnxluce litem. 

S. "Concealment Aspect— 

Chc’mp?®®V^iHn5^20 iQUuery 195S," 
Ui^CoM internal document. 

<. Presfutatlan by UNSCOM to the Security 
Cowndl, June 3,1998. 

7. MitroW\ln,®cft, 

8. Wdianlffilcr, Tfie Gmlisi TfirwJ; Irai). Wenp- 

HKif (iif Cwi/i^ Ckfew in 
Glo^ntairinj, Public Affairs; New York, 2000, 

pA- 


9. "Pre.-umtatifin ol Biological 
Weapons^laled Issues to the Security Council, 
3j«^wa,”p. 1. 

10. The Military Industrial Commission Security 
Service, aito known as the Amn at Tasnh, is te- 
sponsibk for military-industriril facility and per¬ 
sonnel .security. 

.s.r 

11. "ConvcrsaUo^q/^f4fe-a-l6tc wUhJ^jeul^ypt. 
rtc' ^pl.Hu.'aiAio^amal Haasan al-?diiifcC 72 2 Au- 
psl 19^y^;ild'd:f)6 'ip.m., Aiji'toan, jorclan," 
UNSCOM internal document, p. 4, 

12. A separate inve.sligiilion conceraing the ex- 
ieicncc of a hide situ near Ihe Iraqi city of 
Najaf used.to store materials relating to Iraq's 
dismantled centrifuge enrichment piograsn 
war carried out by the lAUA and UNSCOM 
using infurmation from the same defctlo/— 
information that was, If anything, more de¬ 
tailed than that of the Iruek cnnvnys.Thia in- 
vesllgalion refuted the defector's infomaation, 
casling » shadow over the viability of his 
other information. 

13. UNSCOM balliatic misiils team, "A Note on 
ihe Capabllittcs of Iraqi MaeWnu 'Ibols aivd Pro¬ 
duction Processes," Internal UNSCOM dacu- 
meat, July 8,1996, p. 6. 

14. Operation Desert Pox made cxtemlve use v>f 
information gleaitaJ from UNSCOM Inspections 
in tfligElingpresldential palaces and security and 
military fadlillea Ihrou^oullrnq. 
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On December 11, 2004, JACK KEMP was interviewed at his 
residence in Bethesda. Maryland. In attendance were Special Agents 

i and Assist ant United States be 
New Yorh, r I 

and l I After being advised of the identity of the 

interviewing agents, KEMP voluntarily provided the following 
information. 

KEMP wrote a column in 1997 or 1998 about the situation 
in Iraq where he suggested that the weapons inspectors should be 
allowed back in to conduct a robust mission of unencumbered spot 
checks. If nothing was found in six months, the sanctions against 
Iraq could be lifted. KEMP "covered his butt" by also suggesting 
that if the Iraqis did anything negative towards another country, 
the sanctions would be back on. 

KEMP reported that I I k new I ^b nd 

1 KEMP might have met | [ several times after he 

wrote thp . column but had no meetings of any importance with 

~ The idea of a trio to Iraq was brought up bv l I 

and l I told KEMP to "back off the idea" 

and "do not touch this with a ten foot pole." 

As far as how KEMP i nitially became aware of l I 

KEMP stated that I I told KEMP that he knew a b usin essman 

who agreed with hi m on Iraq. KEMP learned that I I knew | | 

I contacted KEMP after seeing his column and the 
two met fo r coffee in New York. The meeting was not arranged by 


In late 1999, |_22-^2 

T-v-arf ~| also spoke with ! [ and 

l ab ort the trio . KEMP responded that he would love to go 
and we nt tol with the idea. About three mont hs later. 

| and | turned the trip down. KEMP told | | 

that the trip was not a good idea an d it was n ot right to go 
against the Clinton administration. | jnwas awa re that KEMP 

knew a lot of people in the US gover ^ent. I [ traveled back 

and forth to Iraq and KEMP k new thatI | would take his letter 

to TARIQ AZIZ. KEMP went to [before writing t^he letter to 

AZIZ. The purpose of the letter, as encouraged by [ [ was to 
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see if there was any interest by the Iraqis in allowing the 
inspectors back in with the ultimate goal of having the embargo 
lifted a nd implementing KEMP'S idea of an Islamic Marshall Plan. 

I ~| mentioned that AZIZ would be interested in this move and 

was more moderate than SADDAM HUSSEIN. AZIZ might be the one who 
could con vince Baghdad to make foreign policy rhauaefl. kemp told 
I I "if they are interested, I'l l take it t o| , , | 

anri I [ ' Opinion leaders such as I I and | | 

I f wanted to avert war with Iraq but | | told KEMP, "Drop 

it!" KEMP met AZIZ in New York and took a picture with him but did 
not have much time to engage AZIZ in conversation. 

When questioned about a document previously provided to 
the interviewing agents by KEMP, KEMP stated that when he wrote 
"one opportunity," he was referring to the new Bush administration 
and the new approach on foreign policy. When KEMP wrote, 

"godspeed," he stated that he always used that term when anyone 
would be traveling. 

When questioned about a letter from i "Htol [dated 

February 29, 2000, KEMP stated that he never told I I any names i 

of individuals with w hom he di scussed the Iraq issue; he did not 
name drop. KEMP told \ \ that "mv frien ds" said that it was 

not a good idea to travel to Iraq. | ^H knew KEMP had friends 

in the government. KEMP was concerned about having discussions 
concerning Baghdad and US government officials over an 
international telephone line. 

When questioned about KEMP telling l | "Do not give 

up," KEMP responded that this was a typical comment by KEMP and he 
continued to say that talking was better than war. 

When questioned about a timeline of calls and meetings 
with I I KEMP stated that the ent 2 ry of a 1:00 A.M. telephone 

call must be a typographi cal error on t he part o f his secretary for 
he might have spoken with| [while I I was i i^ Iraq by t 

KEMP reiterated that he was carerul not to speak with | I on an 

overseas line for fear of be ing monit ored by the NSA. KEMP did not 
recall a telephone call from] |about how his trip to Baghdad 

was going. 

When questioned about| notes from a February 22, 

2000 meeting with KEMP, KEMP stated tnat CSIS does not refer to the 
Canadian Secret Intelligence Service but the Center for Strategic 
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told KEMP that he would see if there was any interest, 
came back and told KEMP to drop the idea which KEMP did. 

KEMP corrected himself by stating that this conversation was before 
September 11, 2001. 


organized, 
name wi th[ 


_ KEMP mentioned f 
]name and the inspector 


Ir 

to 




^ name t o I 
issue to | r 

serend ipitous meetings. KEMP di d not 
I but did raise his name wit H 
I that l (was a businessman in the US who 

KEMP asked TZ lif there was anything KEMP should pass on 


]and mentioned 
informal, non- 

j[;=i 


in 
rai se 


lb 6 
b7C 


EMP told 
had access in 


responded, f 


Isaid no without asking any ques tions. KE MP 
]why don't we talk to the Iraqis?" 


responded, "There is talk already. The diplomatic option is still 
open and you are not going to be part of it." 


KEMP met withf 



but 


I knew that KEMP communic ated with people in the US 
KEMP did not telll Iwith whom he met. KEMP 



.the trip to Iraq was not a good idea. KEMP 

Stated thatl 

land 1 Idid not know} 1 name and 

believes that t 
never mentioned 

bev. 

norl__1 ever met 1_ | KEMP 

Iname tol jin an overt, 


official w av but 
message to[ 


f 3 ‘ 


ht 

Be 


have. 
nre.r 


izir 

Jthat 

__ j* 


never asked KEMP to send a 
told KEMP to drop the idea of a 


[ 


trip to Ira^^ KEMP told| |that he had a friend who traveled 

back, and forth between Baghdad and the US and asked if there was 
any attempt or would it be a good idea if we could find out if the 
Iraqis would let the inspectors in without a carrot at the end. 

told KEMP that he would check and one or two months later, 
telephoned KEMP and told him to drop t he idea. During that 
^tween the convers ations wi th I ] KEMP np-irer tob 


time. 


etween the conversaj 
]about talking with[ 

_ 1 _ 1— 1 ^ ^ _ —M 


but was sure that 


people about KEMP'S connectidri. t6 the US government. 




told 
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During an October 2001 meeting withT 
recoil^tion and_a^ed that it was nossibl 
I ^ that I 1 asked about h imT 


surm. 

that 


sed 


]asked _ 

that KEMP was talking to[ 
Jwas talking to AZIZ. 


Jandf 


KEMP had no 
e thah lie told 

probably 
KEMP knew 
name 


It 

Jand I 


KEMP ne ver wanted his 

discussed on the telephone and thought that j | exaggerated 

regardi ng his c ont acts in Ir aq. KEMP reiterated that he would not 
mention | 1 and| |to 


Regarding n otes from a November 2001 meeting, 
that he never said to I Ithat Iraq was in no dange: 


KEMP stated 


referred to "people 

wno count" 

and did not j 

letter" to 


1 KEMP also 

stated that 1: 

meeting no! 

Les tol 


lorl 1 

_ 


vide a "rebuttal 
le never delivered 
but might have to 


When questioned about whether KEMP considered writing an 
op-ed article to the New York Times in response to comments made by 
JAMES WOOLSEY about Iraq's connection to the September 11th 
terrorist attacks, KEMP stated that he had no recollection of this 
and added that he would not attack WOOLSEY. 

In the time leading up to war with Iraq, KEMP had fewer 
discussions with ! | told KEMP that he had a request 

from high levels in Baghdad to find out if there was anything they 
could do to avert war. KEMP did not deliver the response he had 
received because he thought it was too sensitive to share. The 
response had been that there was nothing the Iraqis could do short 
of SADDAM HUSSEIN stepping down. I [ never gave KEMP an 

understanding of the US policy towards Iraq; he was simply not 
privy to this information. 

Whe n asked if | I told | 1 that KEMP was speaking 

with ^ [ KEMP respo nded tha t he mi ght have. KEMP was leery 

because he did not want I I to give 1 I the impression that 

KEMP'S messages came from the US government. 

KEMP saw and articip. about tha United Nations (UN) Oil- 
for-Foo d (OFF) program I l and reported that 

I |said the Iraqis asked | | to do something, graapj^ 

somePoay's pal ms. and t hen he would get an oil allocation. | 

told KE MP thatl I never did this "something." When KEmp asKed 

if I I had ^egister ed with the Department of Treasury, 

_|told KEMP that! [had. 
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10) (V) 

(U)Details;{V) On 08/16/2000, "Al-Jazira", satellite TV station 
from Doha, 'Qatar, conducted an interview in New York of Scott 
Ritter, the former UN American weapons inspector. 



(U) 


ifl 

the dialog or 


As per Detroit Language Specialist[ 
the interview is as follows; 


bi 

be 
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. .(-M The following is a summary translation of the "Al- 

Jazira" Ara'oic channel program "Bila-Hodood" (Without Borders) , 
that was aired on Wednesday August 16'^*', 2000, at 14:05 hrs. The 
program is hosted by Mohammed Kreishan and featured an interview 
with Scott Ritter. 
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newspaper had reported that this documentary was financed by an 
Iraqi businessman, Shaker Al-Khafaji. He added that Khafaji had 
placed the sum of $400,000.00 in Ritter's account to produce this 
documentary, Ritter answered that Khafaji is an Iraqi American 
and holds the U.S. citizenship and that the money is of American 
origins. He added that he challenges anyone to prove otherwise, 
Ritter said that this documentary needed financing and no one was 
brave enough to supply the cash except Khafaji. Ritter is 
worried about Khafaji who still has a family in Iraq. He added 
that Iraq is not responsible for this film and the money to 
finance it was a loan and not a grant. 


J) 


u) 


(5) In the past, while a member of the inspection 
team, RittsrXdelivered some harsh statements against the Iraqi 
leadership. The interviewer asked Ritter whether he noted any 
changes during his last trip to Iraq in the opinions of the Iraqi 
leadership with Scott Ritter. His answer was that his 
interactions with the Iraqi leadership while an inspector for the 
UN was minimal and any interviews were arranged by the inspection 
committee. He believes that Tariq Aziz represented the Iraqi 
viewpoint and their meetings were filled with animosities. Even 
though Ritter did not agree with Aziz on several issues, none of 
them tried to overcome the other. He described Aziz as 
intelligent, emotional, and an educated man. 


(6) In regard to any feelings of fear upon his 
return to ^rkq to film his documentary, Ritter claims that his 
trip was sanctioned by Iraqi officials and he will not apologize 
for his past statements or actions regarding the Iraqi . 
Government. This film is not about the Iraqi leadership or the 
politics of that region, it is about the weapons of mass 
destruction and the Security Council should not condemn 22 
million people based on the actions of their government. Ritter 
added that his return to Iraq was a dangerous venture that no one 
is willing to take, however, he was greeted with respect and 
cooperation. 




(7) In order to remove the dark cloud placed upon 
the Iraqi regime, Ritter believes that his trip was essential to 
change the world's opinion of Iraq. Ritter claims that he tried 
to arrange for an interview with Saddam Hussein to include in the 
documentary, however, was not successful. If he was able to 
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interview the Iraqi leader, Ritter believes that Western 
political figures would have given this film much more 
importance. 

(ui ^ (8) In regard to Ritter's past statements about 

Iraqi officials' misleading actions while the inspectors were in 
place, he said that he does not allow anyone to mislead him and 
his resume speaks for itself. The film is centered around the 
truth and relays the opinions of many. It is made for 
educational purposes and targeted to the American audience. 

(U) (9) Ritter's conscience is clear and he had 
performed his DW task with honesty and was controlled by the 
Security Council. He believes that the inspection effort had 
lost its integrity due to outside interference. 

(V) (10) Ritter believes that Richard Butler's 

statements Regarding the presence of weapons and the capability 
to produce these weapons was an irresponsible act. He testifies 
that Iraq does not have the capabilities nor the weapons any 
longer and Butler's statements were like fuel to the fire to keep 
the sanctions against 22 million innocent Iraqis in place. 

(U) ..\/ 

XSO (11) Ritter believes that the current American 
policy calls for Saddam's ousting to facilitate removal of 
sanctions and that Butler was a tool for the U.S. to implement 
its decisions. 

(U) - V 

(12) Ritter believes that as long as the U.S. is 
part of the Security Council, no decision to remove sanctions 
will be achieved as long as Saddam remains in power. He adds 
that some persons within the CIA know the truth about Iraq, 
however, no one in his right mind will support Iraq as long as 
the current American policies are in place against Iraq. 

(U) At this point, the interviewer started accepting 

telephone calls. 

(U) - Saleh Hasan from Sweden said the following: 

_M) Shaker Khafaji lives in the U.S. and it is the 

(U) —right of ev^y Iraqi to finance a film in support of Iraq. 
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checks conducted by FBIHQ as referenced above. _ 


X 


(X) Receiving field offices are requested to review 
attached.'ELSUR results^ and related £ilss and repgrt anv relevant 
information, regardingj I to 

Newark. ' I 


■ Newark notes that some of the ELSUR information is 

dated and may not be available. 

















ALL IHFOPJIATION COJITAIlffiD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
(Rev. 08-28-200()) niHEBE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


DATE: 05--02-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baTj/sab/l 

REA.0ON: 1.4 (L-J 

DECLASSIFf OH: 05-02-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


(U) 


Precedence: ROUTINE 
To: 


Date: 


From: [ 


1-40 

Contact: 


SAI 


Title 


(S) 


Synopsis 



bl 

be 

b7C 

b7D 

b7E 

b3 



Results of asset contact 












nujj j.i‘i r umiiii lOw uuri 

HEPEIN IS OTCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
(Rev. 08-28-2000) niHEPE SHOW OTHERIJISE 


si^^iRET 


DATE: 05-IJ2--2IJ11 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc bau/sai-i/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-02-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 



From: 


1-40 

Contact: 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: 
Case ID #: 



Title 


: hi) 



I3> 











Synopsis: Results of asset contact 


{^) Frgpft-^^-S 

Decla&si^rOn: XI 


Adininistrative: 

(£) W : 
U) i ■! 


ASSET:. 

.DATE OF CONTACT: 
CONTACTED BY;' 
RELIABILITY: 


Details:X) IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE, EXTREME 
CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 



Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


ATTRIBUTE TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO ACT ION 
IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF T HIS 
INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH 






















)ATE: 05-02-2011 

;LASSiriED BY 60324 uc baw/sab/ls 
iEASON: 1.4 (C) 

JECLASSirf OH: OS-02-2036 


GATION 


Date: 


Ibl 

be 

b7C 

b7D 

lb7E 
















(12/31/1995) 


HEEZIN IS OTCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
TilHEEE SHOOT OTHERTJISE 


SiXKET 


DATE: 05-03-2011 J 
CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/saE/lsl 
REASON: 1.4 (C) J 
DECLASSIFY OH: 05-03-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


To: Counterterrorism 


Date: 


Attn: 


Attn: 


Attn: 


Attn: 



CI-2 

sa| 

1-4^ 

SS^ 

saQ 

NS^ 


From: 


CT-l/JTTF 

Contact: Sa[ 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


Case ID #: 



5 \ Title:^^^ . 



















ALL INFOPJiATIOKf COPITAIIIED 
HEEEIN IS OTCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
(Rev. 08-28-2000) WHEEE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


DATE: 05-03-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sail/I 

REASOIJ: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-03-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Approved By: 













Synopsis-: -.{^) To report results of Asset contact. 


Administrative: 


(U) 


ASSET: 

4S/) DATE OF CONTACT: 
(V) CONTACTED BY: 


RELIABILITY: 



A CONTACT WITH INDIRECT 
ACCESS WHO SPOKE IN 
CONFIDENCE BUT DOES NOT HAVE 
AN ESTABLISHED REPORTING 
RECORD. 


Details:^dvised that the Intelligence Services 
in Iraq can be cruel and are used against people who speak out 
critically of SADDAM HUSSAIN or the regime. People have been 
murdered for making negative statements. 


















ALL INFOEmilON COUTAIKED 
HEBEIK IS OTCLAS3IFIED EXCEPT 
WHEEE SHOOT OTHEEIJISE 


(Rev. 08-28-2000) 




DATE: 05-03-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sati/lsc 
PEASOK: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OM: 05-03-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 



Date: 



From: 


Squad 1-40 
Contact: SaI 


Approved By: 
Drafted By:F 


Case ID #; 


Title 


= i)() 



Synopsis:(S) Results of asset contact 













ALL IMFORHATIOIJ COrTTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
liJHERE SHOWI OTHERLJISE 


(Rev. 08-28-^,000) 



DATE: 05-04-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sab 

RE Ab ON * 1,4: (C) 

DECLASSIFY OM: 05-04-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 


To; 


From: | | 

1-40 

Contact: SA[ 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: | |dkk 


Case ID # : isj) 

I 


Title: (S) 

(S) 











Synopsis: 


Results of asset contact 


Deri' 

Decl: 


Administrative: 


ASSET: 

DATE OF CONTACT: 
CONTACTED BY: 
RELIABILITY: 



Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


Details: IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 


ATTRIBUTE TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO ACTION 


IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF THIS 


INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH 
























Source said that some of the signals from Iraq are 
mixed concerning the terrorist incidents. For example, TARIQ 
AZIZ has sent condolences to pro-Iraqi groups and individuals 
such as VOICES IN THE WILDERNESS and former US Attorney General 
RAMZY CLARK. On the other hand 
over the attacks. Accordina -to 
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--pfi) Source provided a copy of the AL-MAHJAR newspaper 

volume 9, 2^ April 2002, which contained an article covering 
SADDAM HUSSEIN'S birthday party, held at the Ambassador's 
residence on 28 April 2002. Included in the article were 
photographs taken at the party of the following attendees: 
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Date of transcription 06/12/2004 

BARZAN IBRAHIM HASAN AL-TIKRITI (Blacklist #38), 
Presidential Advisor and former Director of the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS), was interviewed at his‘place of 
residence, a U.S. military detention facility in Baghdad, 
Iraq. 


Prior to any questions being asked, BARZAN was 
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and told 
they were from Washington, D.C. BARZAN was informed that the 
interviewers were interested in obtaining additional 
information regarding former Iraqi President, SADDAM HUSSEIN, 
who is his half-brother-. Before any questions could be asked, 
however, BARZAN stated that he had been interviewed a hundred 
times. He began asking a number of questions and making 
several comments indicative of his anger at being confined in 
the military detention facility. He claimed that he has been 
cooperative and was not hiding anything. 

Concerning HUSSEIN's general behavior while serving 
as President of Iraq, BARZAN characterized it as "bad." 
However, rather than volunteering, examples, he told the 
interviewers to ask him specific question and he would answer. 

BARZAN acknowledged he was the former Director of the 
Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS) between 1979-82. He recalled 
that in 1979, he was present at a meeting of Ba'ath Party 
officials presided over by HUSSEIN. During the meeting, 
HUSSEIN announced that a coup had been uncovered and that 
several members of the Ba'ath Party had conspired with 
individuals from Syria to overthrow him. HUSSEIN directed a 
staff member to read the names of the conspirators. BARZAN 
acknowledged that when the names were read, the guards 
escorted the individuals out of the room. He was emphatic in 
his assertions that these individuals were actually involved 
in an authentic conspiracy to assist Syrian president, HAFFEZ 
ASSAD, to overthro.w the Iraqi regime. He was, however, unable 
to provide any details to support this assertion, claiming 
that the service he was in charge of dealt with foreign 
intelligence exclusively, not domestic issues. 
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When BARZAN was asked about the disposition of the 
conspirators, he advised they were tried, convicted and 
sentenced to death. At first, he denied being present during 
the executions. However, after continued discussion, BARZAN 
finally disclosed that HUSSEIN had directed that a Ba'ath 
Party member from each of the conspirators' s districts be 
present at the executions which were conducted at the Ba'ath 
Party office in the Mansour district of Baghdad. After 
initially leading the interviewers to believe that he knew 
little about these executions, BARZAN acknowledged he had 
witnessed approximately 20-30 of them. However, he_adamantly 
denied participating in these executions, despite witness 
accounts to the contrary. Although BARZAN claimed to know 
little about the executions, he was convinced that they were 
not unlawful. He reiterated his opinion that all the 
conspirators, including ABU KHALAD al-SAMMARI, who was in 
prison at the time of the alleged plot, were guilty. When the 
interviewers suggested to BARZAN that he may have taken part 
in these executions out of fear of HUSSEIN or out of a desire 
to ingratiate himself with him, BARZAN reiterated that he was 
not involved in the executions, and he was not afraid of 
HUSSEIN. 


BARZAN characterized his relationship with HUSSEIN as 
official in nature. He stated that HUSSEIN was careful not to 
allow either him or his half-brother, WATBAN, any "margin." 

By this, he meant that HUSSEIN wanted to avoid granting them 
special privileges, since it might encourage them to expect or 
request more. 


BARZAN recalled that 




After completing his assignment as the Director of 
the IIS in 1982, BARZAN retreated to a farm where he ran a 
lucrative business selling chicken eggs. In 19i^8 , HUSSEIN 
appointed him to be the Iraqi Ambassador to Switzerland, a 
position he held until 1998. BARZAN claimed that shortly 
after HUSSEIN appointed him to this post, he (HUSSEIN) 
regretted it because he realized he could not easily control 
BARZAN. 
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When BARZAN subsequently wrote an article for a 
newspaper in Baghdad (owned by OUDAY HUSSEIN) offering 
suggestions on how Iraq could become a better country, he was 
rebuked by OUDAY and others and accused of having become too 
Westernized. HUSSEIN asked BARZAN if he had been brainwashed. 
Later, HUSSEIN attempted to lure BARZAN back to Baghdad with 
the promise of becoming either a Minister of Intelligence or 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. When BARZAN declined the offer, 
HUSSEIN requested an explanation. BARZAN responded that he 
simply wanted to be left alone. In reality, BARZAN was 
skeptical of HUSSEIN's motives. He believed that HUSSEIN 
perceived him as a threat because of his close relationship 
with the Swiss, the U.S. and with members of the Revolution 
Command Council (RCC). BARZAN believed that if he accepted a 
Minister's position in Baghdad, HUSSEIN would find a reason to 
remove him. Accordingly, BARZAN decided to remain in 
Switzerland. 

After 1979, HUSSEIN'S personality changed 
significantly. Many of HUSSEIN's "mistakes" occurred after he 
began avoiding the RCC. Although HUSSEIN had previously been 
fair, patient and polite, he became increasingly impatient and 
was often in a hurry. If a subordinate was working on a task 
for HUSSEIN which required eight hours to complete, HUSSEIN 
wanted him to complete it in half that time'. BARZAN pointed 
out that HUSSEIN did not travel, nor did he appear to read 
newspapers. He surrounded himself with "hypocrites and yes. 
men" such as ALI HASSAN AL-MAJID, aka "CHEMICAL ALI." As a 
result, HUSSEIN received poor information and advice. BARZAN 
claimed he was very direct with HUSSEIN in pointing out 
mistakes. However, HUSSEIN ignored BARZAN's advice. 

BARZAN stated he has not committed any crimes, nor 
has he directed others to do so. He denied^taking part in any 
executions. He further denied having any knowledge or 
involvement in conducting experiments on prisoners using 
biological or chemical substances. He stated that prisons 
were never an area of his responsibility. 

Although BARZAN repeatedly denied committing crimes 
against anyone, he claimed that his life would be in jeopardy 
if he were released and had to live in Iraq. He feared that 
Iraqi citizens might falsely accuse him of committing 
atrocities and kill him. When asked to explain why Iraqi 
citizens would target him specifically, BARZAN intimated that 
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his connection with the Ba'ath Party and prior government 
service would be enough for Iraqis to seek revenge against 
him. He added that it is not uncommon for some angry and 
emotional Iraqis to kill innocent people, only to discover 
later they made a mistake. 

At the conclusion of the interview, BARZAN stated 
that he has long been a friend of the U.S. He added, "you 
(meaning the U.S.) need a friend." He made it clear, however, 
that to be of service, he would have to be provided a safe 
refuge outside of Iraq. 
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On 06/03/2004 ABD AL-TAWAB MULLAH HUWAYSH was 



information: 

When SADDAM was under stress, it would affect the way 
he interacted with others. If he was afraid or fearful of an 
outcome, he could make severe decisions. When he was under this 
type of pressure, those around him did not like it at all He 
became much less controllable. He would make .decisions based not 
on the actual situation, but rather on personalities. The 
exercise of his maximum authority could be influenced positively 
by people whom he liked, such as Husein Kamel. Or, conversly, it 
could result in Ministers being thrown out of meetings. These 
strong judgements were not reflective of a man in control. 

■ In 1987, HUWAYSH had a construction company within his 
Ministry called A1 Fao, which was named after the inspiring 
battle of the A1 Fao peninsula during the Iran-Iraq war. There 
was already an A1 Fao company within the Ministry of the Interior 
and another within the Ministry of Irrigation. HUWAYSH had taken 
the initiative to organize the changing of his A1 Fao 
construction company to Dar es Salaam (Realm of Peace) . This 
change was listed as an agenda item on a Ministerial meeting over 
which SADDAM was presiding. The meeting started off with SADDAM 
commenting on the company name change. There was threatening 
tone in his voice. HUWAYSH asked to speak in order for him to 
clarify a mistake that had been made-. HUWAYSH understood well 
SADDAM'S character, and explained how this was an oversite that 
was not supposed to be there. SADDAM cautioned not to let it to 
go again. 


SADDAM did not like any Arab leader of king having 
anything better than he had. With everything, SADDAM was 
determined to be the best. HUWAYSH speculated that this could 
have been related to some suffering in SADDAM's childhood. 
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SADDAM himself was not an especially attentive father to his 
sons. He was fond of saying 'even if my own arm were hurting me, 
I would it off . This was to let others know that he had the 
nerve to do whatever it took to preserve himself over others, no 
matter how close they were to him. 

HUWAYSH was surprised that SADDAM allowed himself to 
be captured rather than martyring himself. It was understood 
that Uday and Qusay had C-4 belts with them when they were 
killed. For sure SADDAM must have had one with him too. SADDAM 
had invited other Ba'ath members to fight the Americans in a 
sacred resistance. New groups could have been planned during the 
secret war of resistance and the party could have been rebuilt. 
SADDAM had proven himself in the overthrow of the Kasim Regime. 
HUWAYSH did not believe SADDAM was isolated in this effort, as he 
was clever and had thugs. To give up would mean he would have to 
face only bad things. Because of all this, HUWAYSH did not 
respect SADDAM for surrendering. 

In captivity, it should be expected that SADDAM will 
review his life. He had a stronger binding to life and earthly 
things, even more so than he did to heaven and God. 
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Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 

□ Yes H'No 

Federal Taxpayer Information (FTI) 

I □ Yes C3^ No 

Title. e s e f>.-r S't= V ^ t- (T- 

XT- T<^AQ ■ 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


t’,' 

Description: Original notes re interview of 

7 3 I Taw,'Q ^ 





















































l/\/ ) 



l(yu^_S 


























ALL IIJFOEHI 

4-22 (Rev. 6-2®-7'3)'■ . HEBIIIJ IS I 

Federal bureau of InvesHgation- DATE 08-22- 

Records Secti(^^||^ 


- ,J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

I_I Service Unit - Room 6524 

I . I Forward to File Review 

Supervisor Room Ext. 

Ty pe of References Requested: 

!_^_ 1 Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

LZZI AJl References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)) 
L^^oubversive References Only 

i -1 Nonsubversive References Only 

t-1 Main_References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

[ I Restricted to Locality of_ 

I I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I I Buildup lIZZI Variations 


Subje|_ 

Birthdate & Place 
Address _ 


Localities 


Prod. 




Searcher ^ 
Initials 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 
















SUPERVISOR 
ON FBI 'S 


INTEREST IN\POSSIBLE 


FOR. F©;SSIBLE 


®AND mWSES THAT, 


separate ACTIVI^^BY :f|fSE INDIVy^^fMD t 
TO DATE, NONE HAS TI^IN: OBSERVE^ 

LEAD: WFO, AT lASHING^N , D.O. 
DISORIETLY CONTAoK»^S^^^lI|tY SUPV . 


VIA COMMAND POST TO i?^‘SETVUP 


WREHAM HOTEL, WASHINSTON 
D .C FRIDAY , JUNE.y^v,t •1'9 74'^OR USDS PROTECTIVE SECURITY 


OF CAPTIONED VIS>fOl-:#NJL P ARTY > 


rjF^&jJO NT INi-ED PRESENCE 
^^PARTY. ESTABLISH 


LOCAL PROCMRE WHEREBY USDS SECURITAmaY REiteBT BUREAU 


SURVETL^NCE OF 

TH ES E>aNDIVI DO ALS SEPr^RATE FIOM CAl?TIONED IREITOR. 


mouLD 


PRiOR TO RETURN OF PARTY TO NYC. 


23, I9 74X 





























CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/PJ/LSC 
DECLASSIFY 01: 2SX 3.3(1) 
04-16-2033 


CODE 


TELETYPE 


HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHEEl SHOm OTHERWISE 


immediate 


Assoc. Dir. _ 

Dep. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD Inv. _ 


Legal Coun. 
Telephone R 
Director Sec' 


TO SAC NEW YORK 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 


JUNE 10, 1974 


iIR^^I 


be ' 
:b7c > 

/ 


REBUTELCALS TO NEW YORK, JUNE 7, 1974. 

BY COPY OF A COMMUNICATION CLASSIFIED "CONFIDENTIALV 


TELETYPE UNIT 


















TELETYPE TO NEW YORK 



STATE DEPARTMENT SECURITY, AT NEW YORK, WHO MAY REQUEST BUREAU 
SURVEILLANCE OI SEPARATES FROM SUBJECT. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES ARE SUBJECT OR 

TO BE PLACED UNDER SURVEILLANCE. BECAUSE OF DELICATE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN U.S. AND IRAQI GOVERNMENTS, UTMOST DISCRETION MUST BE 
UTILIZED. INFORMATION RE VISIT SHOULD BE ON A NEED-TO-KNOW 
BASIS. PERSONNEL HANDLING MUST BE THOROUGHLY AWARE OF PROVISIONS 
OF CURRENT BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO ACT FOR PROTECTION 


OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS VISITING THE U.S. 

m 

r't Ac<c!T cf L'rt— laxt. olOR ' —o—jntrR 5 


CLASSIF 
INDEFINITE. 


3, DATE OF DECLASSIFICATION 


- 3 - 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS ^ECTION 


'UNI i]9|;4_,C0SMRlMt 


NR CODE 


NITEL 6-11-74 PL0 


TELI 


ALL IlFO 
HERE II I 


VJHEEl SI®i§e 



0 DIR^OR 
ATT: INTD 


DATE: 08^22^2008 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC 
PEASOl: 1.4 (C.D) 

DECLASSir/ OH: 08-22-2033 


FROM NEW YORK ClOf^EW) 


Asst Pir.: 

Admin. . 

Comp, Syst 
Ext Affairs 
Piles S Com. 
Gen. Inv. _ 
Ident 
Inspection 
Intell. 
Labornt^ry 
Plan. A Kval. 
Spec. Inv. . 
Training . ... 

Ijasal Conn. _ 

Telephone Em. 
Director Sec’y 



REDIREAU TIL, JUNE T0V 1974* 

CAPTl-iNED INiIVTitAL AND PARTY AFtRIVED AT NYC VIA AIR FRANCE 

tTi 

FLIGHT 0Nrf|}E^AY, JUNE 11, 1974, AT 3*50 PM . PROCEEDED TO 

RESIDENCE AT WtoORF HOTEL, UNDER PROTECTIVE SECURITY OF 



NYO CONTINUING TO FOLLOW ACTIVITIES OF 


WITH USDS SUPERVISOR 


m-m 


BY LIAISON 




LND 3, DATED DECLASSIFICAT. 


INDEFINITE. 


FLS HOLD A 




O JUN131974 


TIME TO LAST TEL- 11:109 P.M. T^ 


















»0S0 MY §®BE 





9s 4® PM Nimr 6/17/74 
TO B IRECT/W 

^Ns INTO 

FROM NEW YOR K 105 -137661 


C 0 N B T I « L 


Cl— 




A 




DATE: 05-01-2008 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC 
DECLASSIFf OWmtSX 3.3(1) 






ALL IIFOPI-IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
liJHEEl SHOm OTHERWISE 


2P 




HOC. 

Des.^!^*-Adm- 

D^iLD.-InT. 


Admtn._ 


Comp. Sysfc _ 

Ext. Affairs _ 

Files & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 



I Inspection .ijZ 

lytbtell . . /.^r 

Laboratory _iir 


Plan. & EvaL 
Spec. Inv. 
Training _ 


Legal Coun. ■ , 
Telephone Em. _ 
Director Sec’y __ 


■bo 

:b7C 


S) 



> 

...b . 















PAOE TWO 


G 0 N F 


N T I A 1, 


105-137661 















END PAGE THREE 









ADMINISTRATIVE 

REBUTEL TO NY, JUNE 10, 1974: BU TEL CALL TO NY, 

JUNE 20, 1974: AND NY TEL C ALL TO WFO „ JUNE 20, 1974. 

S) G ON FI DENT IAL SO UR CE I S 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF WFO, AS SET FORTH IN REBUTEL, 
FBI OFFICIAL INTEREST IN CAPTIONED VISITOR AND HER PARTY 
IS BASED ON FOLLOWING: 












IN VIEW OF CAPTIONED VISITOR’S STATUS AS AN OFFICIAL 
GUEST OF THE U.S., AND THE ASSUMPTION BY USDS SECURITY OF 


PROTECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR HER DURING HER STAY IN THE U.S. 
FBIHQ INSTRUCTED THE NYO TO ESTABLISH LIAISON WITH STATE 


DEPARTMENT SECURITY, AT NEW YORK, WHO MAY REQUEST BUREAU SUR- 



SUBSEQUENT TELEPHONIC INSTRUCTIONS FROM FBIHQ TO THE NYO 



IN REBUTEL , THE FOLLWOING INSTRUCITIONS WERE SET FORTH 
CONCERNING CAPTIONED VISITOR: "UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE ARE 

SUBJECT OR _TO BE PLACED UNDER 

SURVEILLANCE. BECAUSE OF DELICATE RELATIONS BETWEEN U.S. 

AND IRAQI GOVERNMENTS, UTMOST DISCRETION MUST BE UTILIZED. 
INFORMATION RE VISIT SHOULD BE ON A NEED-TO-KIWON BASIS. 

PERSONNEL HANDLING MUST BE THORUGHLY AWARE OF PROVISIONS 
OF CURRENT BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO ACT FOR 
PROTECTION OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS VISITING THE U.S." 

IN VIEW OF ABOVE INSTRUCTIONS, NYO ON ARRIVAL OF 


END PAGE FIVE 


SEMET 










S) 


CAPTIONED VISITOR AND PARTY, BRIEFED USDS SECURITY SUPERVISOR 

HANDLING DETAIL COVERING VISIT, ON FBI’S 


INTEREST IN POSSIBLE SEPARATE AGTIVEIY OF 



LEAD: WFO, AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 
DISCREETLY CONTACT USDS SECURITY SUPV 


VIA COMPfAND F^OST TO BE SET UP AT SHOREHAM HOTEL, WASHINGTON, 
D.C., FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 1974, FOR USDS PROTECTIVE SECURITY 


OF CAPTIONED VISITOR AND PARTY* 



ESTABLISH 


S) 


LOCAL PROCEDURE WHEREBY USDS SECURITY MAY REQUEST BUREAU 

SHOULD 


SL’RVEILLANCi 


THESE INDIVIDUALS SEPARATE FROM CAPTIONED VISITOR. 
PRIOR TO RETURN OF PARTY TO NYC, JUNE 23, 1974. 

END 

SLP FBI HQ CLR 


i-m-j 


^ ffe 



















oKSHtJ FEDEI^iUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION all iiFora-iATioi-MiiTii 


JUN2er\9M 


HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED 
liJHEEl SHOm OXHERIISE 


MR R2 1 MY CODE 

6l25 P.My^TH, 6-26-74 PLM 


X TO DIR€CTO» 
rv y 

^ FROM MFW YORK (10- 137661) CP) 


I Inspection 

DATE: 05^01^2008 
CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS 'LKain^&^^Eval 

DECLASSirf 01: 25X 3.3(1) Spec. Inv._ 

0.5-01-2033 Training _ 

Legal Conn. _ 
.^Telephone Rm. 
I pirector Sec’y 















. SEC>^ 


NR 023 NY CODE 
10i25 PM NITEL 6-24-74 PLQ 
t/ DIREC;r6R 


ALL IMFOPIIATIOH COHTAIHED . 
HEEIIl IS me LAS SI TIED EXCl 
liJHEKE SHOM OTHERWISE 

fieiRAL flURlAU OF INVESTIGATION ' 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ^ 

JUi^4i9/4 


DATE: 05^01^2008 


^soc. Dir. - fl 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm..— I 

-I 

Asst Dir.t 1 

Adrtite--1 

'Com|>. Syst. —— I 
Exl. A.ffair& -- I 
S'iles & Com. — I 

Gen. Inv. - 1 

, Ident...'rf”!/ 

Inspection 

Inteil. 

Laboratory 1 

Plan. & — I 


ROM jNEW YORK Cl 05-13766 I) (P ) CLASSIFIfP BY 60^4 uc BAW/RS/LSC I Spec. Inv, 



DECLASSIFY OEU 
05-01-2033 


IPrainiiig - 

Legal Coun.- 

Telephone Rni. — 

Director ^ec’y —. 


ATTN: INTO, 
































0-73 (Rev, 1(^30-70 ' ^ 




AUTHOPITT I'EPIVie FPtIJI ^ ^L 

FBI PJJTOliATW^'jffBCLAFt'lVlCAAiOT lifell'E ] 




Transmit in' 

Y',(^kaintext' or^^3S^i •■ 
**»*,,* H« * * * slftjSp^sJijS! 


via teletype the attached 


^ D ate 

‘■ftA''- . 




message,. 


; *' * Ht :): :|c * | i* * ^|: , .s|c SC * !)c *■ :(: ^ :|c :f: 


FROM: 


DineGtor, MBI 

RUEADfW/ a.^pie President ' , 

RUEADWWZ?fc!^[^e'y.ice President 
- \D Att.rtXk_ c—bL. 


FIILWSEMINATION 


SACS: 


:i- 


- ..SUE ADW W Z“r^^-W.hite Hous'^^puati'on Room 

R'UEHOC/ ,,^^^^^retary .of State '■ v ! 

RUEAIIA/' 'j^^ ^^ re.ctor, CIA ..t. ^ 

RUEKJCS4. Defense Imt-j^^igence Agi 

and National Ih^^l^tions Cent 

.RUEACSIX., ,, r^j Department of the Array 
RUEBGEA/ fZl^D^partment of the Air Force (AFO 
RUEOLKN/ ni^Nfaval Investi^|^uie»Se'r'vice 
RUEADSS/ iraf^ZS. Secret^^Mce (PID) •'- 






LEGATS: 



RU^B^JA'/^^^^^ttornejj General ( Q By messenggj^f*;' 

RUEfewJA/ □^tfiuty. Attorney Geaeral ( □ B^ ;^l||e;hger) fE®£i?AL BUREAU OF (NVESTiGATIOIf 

RUEBWJA/ fW^'Ssf%<;a^i^Attorney'Ge qj^;Sl ?Criminal-'Bivision COMfttUNlCATf0NS SECTIOJI 

^^Pvrt^nd Internal Security Sectio^^^^-'’* 

. sjiyg^nd .General Crimes Section 'F } 

RUEBWJA^. □'Tmmigratibn & Naturalization l^^ice 'T^I '’ 

RUEOIAA/'^^p^ational Security Agency (DfRNSjf^NSOC (Att.: sCfcT^^* 

RUEOGBA/ 'Q>;Federal Aviatijto Administration r"/^'\/ •■' ) 

qZ REC-3 - 

Z; , 

ication: (Classify T^^^Sl^^reaumice) " ‘ .Foreign Lt^isi^UniP ' 


Classification: (Cluis'ify tp\ 


l^BureauiQffice) 


SUBJECT: 


pFl dleE^S^&i^^Sic.a 































DATE: 05^01^2008 ■ 

CLASS iftgC If* 6 0 0 24 UC,. BAM /^L SC 
DECLASSI#''0U: •2 5>: “l.iifi'J®'" 
05-01-2003 - " - 


NR 021 NY f W y/ 

€ :25 P .M TEL 5-2 P L 
TO DIRECTOR / 


FROM NEW YORK iri0-i@7661i 


f S E C R Jf T 






























omoNAL FoaiirNO. to 

JULY 1073 CATION 
GSA PFMR (4t CPR) 101*11.0 


UNITED STATES RNMENT 

Memorandum 


ALL IMFOPIIATS^H COHTAIHED 
HEEIIl IS di|ASSiriED EXCEPT 
liJHEKE SHOliIlWHERlISE 


TO :DIRECT0R, FBI DATE: 8/9/74 



Upon receipt of above communication, liaison was 
established by WPO with the Office of Protective Security, 
Department of State (USDS), Washington, D. C., and with 
USDS protective detail at the command post at the Shoreham 
Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


During stay of captioned individual and her party ^ 
at Washington, D. C., the Washington Field Office was advised / 
of no Incidents of a security nature. 






Bureau ^ 

2 - New York (105-137661)' 
1 - WFO 
SLG:clb/?i>> 




Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


$010*110 





































































O-Ts (R@v. 1-30-74) 


ALL IMFOBiaTIBtf COHTAIHED 
HEEIIl IS me LAS SI TIED EXCEF 
lilJEEi: SHOm OTHERWISE 


MI^SSAGE lULAY 


Transmit in 


June 25, 1974 


text or code) 


via teletype the attached 


message. 




FROM; 


Director, FBI 


FiaD DISSEMINATION 


RUEACSI/ 


LEGATS; 


Assoc. Dir_ 

Dep. AD Adm._ 

D.p.ADInv._ SUBJECT; 


RUEADWW/ □ The President g^CS; 

RUEADWW/ □ The Vice President exihptid i 

□ Att.;- declassif; 

RUEADWW/ □ White House Situation Room authority 

□ Att.;_ 

RUEHOC/ gfsecretary of State dati oi-2' 

RUEAIIA/ fw^^irector, CIA 

RUEKJCS/ □ Director, Defense Intelligence Agency LgG^r] 
I I and National Indications Center 

RUEACSI/ □ Department of the Army 
RUEBGFA/ □ Department of the Air Force (AFOSI) 
RUEOLKN/ □ Naval Investigative Service 
RUEADSS/ S. Secret Service (PID) 

RUEBWJA/ Q Attorney General ( □ By messenger) 
RUEBWJA/ Q Deputy Attorney General ( □ By messenger) 
RUEBWJA/ rwt>*^ssistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 
rAf^nd Internal Security Section 
r^K^d General Crimes Section 
RUEBWJA/ □ Immigration & Naturalization Service 
RUEOIAA/ □ National Security Agency (DIRNSA/NSOC (Att< 
RUEOGBA/ □ Federal Aviation Admii^^ration 


Classification; (Classify if 


SACS; 

EXIHPTID FROH AUTOHATIC 
D E C LAS SIFICATIOH 
AUTHORITY DEEIUID FROai 
FBI AUTOMATIC DICLASSOT 
EXIHPTIOH CODE 2SX(1J' 
DATE 01-27-2009 •< 


SCATIOH G 


lb 


RUEBWJA/ 

RUEBWJA/ 


'/vESTl6/iriO/V 

SfCTION 


JUN 4 , 
/SF/^ 

TEIITYPe 





SOO)) 


;r«j«auF,0!ffiiGN msssMif^^WsinUnn 

^ T^^ftwit^tfarough/for review 

I 1 Cleai ahliMit.phonically 


CdiTiJi. - 

EifA«airs _ 

Fites & Com. _ 

Gen. |nv._ 

ident.__ , .. 

Inspection- 

Intel 1. - 

Loborotory _ 

Plon. & Evol. — 

Spec. (nv. -j 

Training- ^ 

Legot Coun._ 

Telephone Rm. — 
Director Sec’y- 


INTERl^L SECURITY - IRAQ / 
P|OT9CTION OF FOREIGN OFFICIAIi^^' 

MAIL ROOM [ZD TELETYPE UNIT 1311 


- SUBVERSIVE 











; 'S'- 


I '' 




DECLASSIFY 01: 2SX 3.3i:ijiJ& 

0 01 — 0. j j 


NR 023 NY C®0E 
l0ti5vPW NITEL 6-24-74- 


f© DIRECTtS^^^ 

PR0M NEW Y®RK>k#^^^37661)^''^^ 



ATTN? IJ 


SETOT 



ALL‘■fifFOPlIiiTIDI CUHTAIHfiD 
HElS®IS'':'TBICLASSiriED'iXCEfT-' 

':.TirHT;PF ' qWllTiTlT .,nTWPT.TTqF 


















































0-13 (Rev "1-30-74) 






Transmit in y. 

(plaintext iirs c'o'iie) 




* ,-Date 


via teletype the attached A r f message. 

(pre^edertce) 


* :(C :f: :i: ^ s(c « »N * »i« 4: ^ ^ ^ * N« *■'■■■' * :(« »ic9ic4i4:**4:* 


FROM: 


Director, FBI _ 

RUEADWW/ □'’i^he'President 

RUEADWW/,.:p TheVice President 

.. Att.: -:-- 

RUEADWW/ 02] White House Situaiic^n Room 
□ Att.: _L_^__ 

RUEHOC/ njjff^cretary of State , 


niKbiSSEMINATION 


RUEAIIAA , nfl^irector, CIA j 

RUEKJCS/ r^f^/Birector, Defense Intelligence Agency 

□ and National Inditeations Center-Aiv,' 

RUEACSI/ .□ .-Department of the Army ' 

RUEBGFA/ (ffif-l^partment of the Air Force (AFOSIK 'J > 
RUEOLKN/ □’N.av.al Investigative Stervice 


SACS: 


EIllIPTir- FPOH ATJTOlttTIC 
.. WGIAs SI FIC AT I OH 
''iniHO'M'TY UEEI.WD FPOH: A 

FBI ADTOHATIC DICLASSIFICATI 
EXIHPTIOH COM ZSXdJ ' 

BATE 1 - 27-2009_ i 



RUEADSS/ S. Secret Service (PIP) 

RUEBWJA/,;:,; □m'tto^ney General ( □ By messeft'ger) - 
RUEBWJA/ □ Deputy Attorney General ( □ By 
RUEBWJA/ [^ Assistant Attorney (Senetal, Crimlnil Division 
> I v^and Internal Secij|isitv Section 

.riband General Crimes Section ^ 

RUEBWJA/ □ .Immigration & Naturalization Service *" 

RUEOIAA/ □ National Security Agjency'('DIRNSA/NSOC (Att.: SOO)) 
RUEOGBA/ fcedtifal Aviation Administration ' > ■ 


Fareign Liaison Unit 

rn.-'Route through for review 
■ r~l Cleared tefephonically 






























COHTAIIH* 

lEPlIl IS mCLis.SIFIEb "except 
IHEEE, SHOIDI: OTHERWISE 


B^aHI'TEI' FPOII ATJTOlttTIC ' . 

D'SCiASSlFICATIOlj''-,'^- ' . . ■ 

;S.tTHfl'EITY I)EI!.I¥1I> IEOH: ■ ' 

■F*I-ADTOHATIC DI-C LAS SIFI CA*T I OH GtJID# 
IXIHETIOH com 2EXa.) ■ ■ 































0-73 (Rev. 7-20-73) 


ALL IIFOPI-IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
I.1HEB1 SH0BI.l...Q-mERII5E.. 


MESSAGE IIEI.AY 

Date Z ./4 J9 ?f/ 



RUEADWW/ □ The Vice President 
□ Att.: - 


V 


RUEADWW/ [^White House Situation Room 

[^Att.: P»^y 

RUEHOC/ rV^ecretary of State 
RUEAIIA/ n^^irector, CIA 

RUEKJCS/ □ Director, Defense Intelligence Agency leqaTsI 
I I and National Indications Center 

RUEACSI/ □ Department of the Army 
RUEBGFA/ □ Department of the Air Force (AFOSI) 

RUEOLKN/ □ t^val Investigative Service 
RUEADSS/ [2fU. S. Secret Service (PID) 

RUEBWJA/ Q Attorney General ( □ By messenger) 

RUEBWJA/ □ Deputy Attorney General ( □ By messenger) 
RUEBWJA/ P’l'^ssistant Attorney Genesral, Criminal Division 
[Vf^d Internal Security Section 
[yf^nd General Crimes Section 
RUEBWJA/ [^immigration & Naturalization Service 
RUEOIAA/ [jg^ational Security Agency (DIRNSA/NSG^ 
RUEOGBA/ □ Federal Aviation Administration 

^ - R£C'34 

a ^ 104 B 


ifOTHCiRITY I>EEI¥1D IEOH: 

FBI AUTOHATIC DICLASSIFICATIC 
EXIHPTIOH COM ZSXdJ 
MTI 01-27-Z009 


GDIM 




Assoc. Dir. 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. _ 


Classification: (Classify if to other than Bureau 'Office) Si 



14 1974 

oreign Liai| 


3|UN C1 





Comp. Syst. _ 

Ident. _ 

Inspection _ 

Intell. _ 


Loborotory_ 

Plan. & Evol. 

Spec. Ifiv. _ 

Troining _ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Cong. Serv. _ 

Corr. & Crm. 

Research _ 

Press Off. _ 




Telephone Rm. _ 

|"*^\^cctor Sec'y _ 


MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT 




wy\y 

/ ' 






be 

b7C 




bl 









ftma. fiiropiuTioH'CoiTuiED ■■ 
;;?3BEEI,II' IS' me LAS SI TIED EXCEPT, 
-.'lEffiRE SHOTill OTHERWISE' 


DJllT: 05-01-1008 

CiilliflED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC 
I'ECLISSIFf 01: 25:-: 3.3(.l) 



















i^msrrrr^ 
























IT IS ©131; REC0MKE-p^'f®N Tt ^SUBJECT 
BE PLACE® UNDER \UR1!1EILLANCE DURING HIS SM.|ft|ISI THEy^ITED 
STATES." \ ■' / 

IN VIEW ©F CAPtVnED VISITOR’S STATUS Al^Jlf OFFICIAL 
GUEST OF THE U .S. , ANdNoE A^iSUMPTljON BY USDJj^EC’HRITY OF 
PROTECTI VE tESP0NSIBILIT^»TOR HER ojURING Rp S¥A-Y IN THE U .S . 
FBIH® INSTIiCTED THE NY'O TOS|STABLISH LmSON W.ITH STATE 


I iEPARTMENT SimiTY. AT Nt 
VEILLA ifCE OF 

SiBSEOUENT TELEPHONIC LNSl 
EOTNDED THIS PROCEDURE-^ TC 


^AY REOtrST BUREAU SUR- 
;eparates from subject. 


HO-TO THE NYQ 



IN RIBUTEL, THE l»DLH^ING INSTRUCTIONS "WERE SET FORTH 
CONCERNING CAPTIONEB ;,VMTOR: "UNDEIR NO ClROmifiST#NGE ARE 


SUBJECl 


TO BE PLAOlB'’SNBER 


SUtVEILLANGE . BE^U^SE^OF DELICATE RELATIONS B^TWi^ P-S • 
and IRAOI GOVERJifWENTS:,*MOST DISCRETION MUST M UTiWtED. 


INFORMATION ^ VISIT S«@LD BE ON A^ NEED-TO-MON BASIS^ 
PERSONNEL RfiNDLIN0 MUST BE THORUGHLY AWARE OF PRO’VISIONS 
OF CURR^^^ BUREAU iNtTliCTIONS RELATING TO ACT FOR 
PiOTE^ON OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS VIStTING THE U .S ." 

/l^ VIEW OF ABOVE INSTRUCTIONS ,| NT® ON ARIIVAL OF 

























4-22 (Rev. 6 - 26 - 7 a) 
Fed. 


■a) t- HEi 

;deral Bureau of Investiga'OAM 08 
Records Sectiot^^ 





j Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
I Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Reviev^ 

Attention I I_ 


LZ^Tdeturn 


'P^(h 

Room 


Supervisor Room Ext. 

Ty pe of References Requested: 

I _iReguIar Request (Analytical Search) 

CZZ Zl All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)) 
I t-^'^ ihvRrsive References Only 

j-1 Nonsubversive References Only 

1 — -.1 Main _References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested; 

r I Restricted to Locality of_ 

I I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nos 
I I Buildup i 1 Variatio 



SubjectI 

BirthdoL 

Address 


Localities 


Searcher 
Initials ■■ 

ry 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 











FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 

ALL IIIFOPmTIOW COHTAIMED 

HEEEIN IS UICLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-27-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/sali/isc 

_(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


o)v. 


I (Indicate page, name of A20 
I newspaper, city and state.) The Washington 
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;is a paid agent of the Iranian in- 
. ;tellig,ence service, according to U.S., 
“INC and Iraqi police officials. The 
■adviser, Aras Habib, has a long 
■•working relationship with the De- 
•fense fiitelligence Agency and is 
“now a fugitive. 

* Chalabi is not wanted for arrest. 

One of Chalabi’s advisers said Fri- 

..day that INC officials received ad- 
'. vance notice of U.S. plans to search 
: the INC intelligence building and re- 
amoved their computers weeks ago. 
^The adviser, Francis Brooke, said 
*‘‘nothing of any intelligehce value”' 
-was recovered in the raids. 

Mth the United States preparing 
fsto transfer limited power to an inter- 
l^im Iraqi government in a little more 
i|than a month, the move against the 
{5INC has been portrayed by Chalabi 
jias a U.S. effort to isolate him before 
;Hhe new government is named. 
f The Bush administration once re- 
Ijgarded Chalabi, a moderate Shiite 
*,Muslim busmessman who spent 
'•.I decades in exile, as a leading candi- 
“idate to be Iraq’s leader after Hussem 
pi was toppled. But over a difficult year 
f^of U.S. occupation, Chalabi has ac- 
rjcused U.S. officials of failing to move 
j'^quicldy enough to transfer power 
•pand has criticized U.N. involvement 
•'■‘in the process. 

At a hearing on Capitol Hill, some 
••‘'Democratic members of the House 
i^Armed Services Committee ex- 
l’;pressed puzzlement over the latest 
;^.turn of events regardiiig Chalabi. 
f. '■ "We support our troops, and we 
support you gentlemen—^ifis your ci- 
ii'vilian bosses in the Pentagon I’m in- 
bcreasingly worried about,” Rep. Jim 
^Cooper (j)-Tenn.) said to Air Force 
^Gen. Richard B. Myers, the chair- 
p^man oji the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
other senior officers testi^ng 
l^|»efore the panel. “This seems to be a 
|substantial development in the war, 
^when one of the most highly paid 
!;^and trusted advisers may have delib- 
■ii-erately nusled our nation for months 
;^d years and some of our officials 
Srnay have swallowed.it hook, line 
landsiUiker.” 

Myers said he knew very little 
p^bout Chalabi, despite the Iraqi’s 
,'iclose relationship with the Penta- 
pon.‘ 

p, “ff this man was on the U.S. pay- 
l^iroll until last' week, what has 
jjlichanged in the last few days to make 
ihhim the subject of a raid of this 
!;:type?” Cooper asked. 

“That I can't tell you,” Myers re- 
ii^ponded. “What I can tell you is that 
;.l'the organization that he is associat- 
;/ed with has provided intelligence to 
hour intelligence unit there in Bag¬ 
dad that has saved soldiers’ lives.” 

Myers was pressed again on the 
‘•'issue by Rep. Timothy J. Ryan (D- 
Ohio), who asked, “Have we been 
f • duped by a con man?” 

'•: “I don’t have the information that 
Jfcan allow me to malce that 'judg- 

• ment,” Myers said. “I think that re- 
mains to be seen, probably. But I just 

■^donftknow.” 

‘' Sometime in the past few weeks, 


In April, a respected cardiologist 
from B^hdad Medical City filed a 
criminal complaint alleging that he 
was Iddnapped by men he identified 
as INC members. 

The men visited his home one 
night, accused him of harboring ter¬ 
rorists and asked to search his 
house, according to the officer who 
took the complaint. 'They stole 
$20,000 in cash and a computer, 
then they took him away in an SUV,' 
the officer said. 

The doctor said he was hooded 
and driven to a building where he 
was interrogated, according to the 
officer. When the men removed the 
hood, the doctor said, he recognized 
four of them as INC members. The 
men were among the eight suspects 
whom police officers were seddng 
Thursday. 

The officer, who participated in 
the raid at Chalabi’s house, said Cha¬ 
labi challenged them politely at his 
door. 

“He a^ed, “Why are you guys • 
working with the Americans? You 
are the major crimes unit?’ ” the offi¬ 
cer recalled.' ‘1 said, ‘We aren’t. 
We're the police. We have a warrant 
and we are executing it’ ” 

Brooke, the INC adviser, said the 
raids were likely related in part to 
the investigation of Sabah Nouri, a 
German national whom Chalabi 
picked to be the Iraqi Finance Min¬ 
istry’s anti-corruption officer. Nouri 
was arrested in April after auditors 
discovered a $22 million shortfall in 
the program overseeing Iraq’s tran¬ 
sition to a new curren<y tiffs year. 
Brooke called him “a low-level” INC 
official. , ‘ 

Brooke said Habib, the INC’s 
longtime intelligence chief, was the 
primary target of the investigation. 
■A U.S. official in Washington said 
Habib was being investigated on 
suspicion of being a paid agent of the 
Iranian intelligence service and that 
the allegations stemmed from cur- 




Habib acknowledged during the 
screening he had connections vrith 
intelligence services in Syria, Tur¬ 
key, Saudi Arabia and Iran, 

Brooke’s account could not be in¬ 
dependently verified. 

While stirring anger among Iraqi 
political leaders, Chffiabi’s plight ap¬ 
pears to have generated little fresh 


ed. Saddam Hussein is gone.” 

Staff writers Robin Wright and 
Thomas E. Ricks in Washington 
and staff write?'Jackie Spinner 
and special correspondentsHuda 
Ahmed Lazim and Naseer Nouri 
in Baghdad contributed to fhii 
report. 
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Robeii B. Novak 


The story ipassed-^ound by military 
ofiBcersatithe Befense D#artmeiit.'is 
that Ahmied Chalabi, .outraged by . 
.arrestoftos a^odates aod-the taid'ori ' 
his home'rby'UiSrauftorizedilraqi :po-. 
lice, quickly ^t oil)tiie:ph6ne to the. 

Pentagon. “Get iheMyifbvritzPiGhalabi 
lis aheged to'hhveidemandea,But'it 
•too Meior Deputy';idibfense(Secretaiy 
FaiilW6lfowilz'or.a^oay''eIse to save-' 

. thfi:er^liiletoencan'favpritein'Iraq.;. 
•Inifect^diforotz.vrideiy'identified,^ ■ 

■ asiadeader o&Pentagbn“neocdns” \vho. 
.sponsored'i'ehaiabjiJhaaiisi^ed -offion, , 
;cuttmgties;with;therdesipatedjleader 
of ia 'future -deinocradc 'Iraq. Defense 

Departraentcf^ans'hadlbrou^fcCha- 
labi’.to power thCTeia^inst^fhe'Wishes' 
of the State'-Deparfment, 'the GIA, 
proiiiinent'Republicahisenators ^d the 
•liigolliofdan'. 'Nearly twOvveeki ago, 

■ .Chdabi’s.sponsdrs gave up onihim and. 
;quiefiy- canceled -:his U.S; siibadies;, 

, iRaqi'ipolice raids ■were.isanctipnea'iby . 
.the'Pentagon-sponsorea Goalition'Pfo- 
■■viaonal Authofit^-.(GPAyinB^dad;' 

' i^tisfaction'amongseriiorofficersiin:'. 
•the American hi^ coinmandoverGha- 
labi’S 'M'Signifies deepening hostffiiy 
between mnfornis;andsuits at .the Pep-, 
':tagbn.The:unifornis.havebeenhumili- 
atedbyitheMevised spectade of gener¬ 
als dn :the dock;, taking the.iall-in ithe 
)haqlprisoner.'a.^se'8canddb''Ihey,,novy 
enjoy a measure .ofrevengeiin-witness- 
..ing- .the: 'hf"the- quesfipnalile exile 

' anpirited1)yPeritagon.difflans., 

Tbelast;straw>for.Chalai)i;according 
' to mtelligence i 80 urC&, was ;the diff ■ 
. .•^covetiy'b£liis''cdptactS:with;,the;)raniah; 

, regime.; The ^sanie spiuces say the- 
■wealthy toqi Sliiite bad ^seiit ;armed, 
^enfe to'harass-.private •dir 2 !ens..'Now' 
thatbis'IraqiiNationd''Gongfess (INC) 

■ has '.lost its ,^335;000 monffily 'intelli¬ 
gence subsidy, 'Ghalabi -has' ifispersed' 
his agents around! .'Iraq, acconfing to 
U.S.;military.sources. 

Ghalahi •was a 'CIA Tesource imany 
years ago, but the agencyvdropped him 
’ as umdiabk Hp then-wasp 
themeocom as.ihdrmaninilraq torer, 
’ place-Saddara Hussein. Richard Perle, 
•who became .a leading adinser 'to Be- 
■fenseSecretary.Donald/RumsfeldaftCT 

2000, for .years fhad claimed the INC 
had the ^flity to smoothly grasp power 
ih' 'Iraq. Oii Rb; 16,- 2001, on 'CNNs 


Ml. -; 

■ . . Mt 

'“Gfossfire,” he .toldime.HusseinfGoufd 
be '.:driven -from hower -withouf 'U^ 
■tropps'bythe INC-s'“political ^allenge 
.b6'&dahm‘[that]''yriitleadifitimatdy^^ 
'pSercing'theveil'Pf his invincibility’’’ [' 
'When.)it.acti^y"was-ap American 
-expeditionary force 'that. perced tie 


•ltaiy.of:State'Cdlm Ppvvell’s^knowledgd 
'. ior.approvdk,iB.^ty-Secretaiy".ofiStq^ 

. .Ri(hard.Mratage'iwaS;:paifiaM ' 
po^d;to;Wngihg;.the INCito-Ba|hda|. ■ 

; ',80 '■early,, pring;5iep!an‘adymMgp,|^ 

‘’■'thestriu^e'forp'ower; . ■_ ', 

'There-was nolackof warningtothe 
Pentagon, about Its commitment to 
iChalabh. .'Jordari’s Abdullah told 
.seriators'thatieirfonned thdBusbad-. 
.^•rainistration.itijat Cjiabbi, wanted ..on 
criminal;dikge's-;m,Jordan,,isia'^ug.’’ 
The’.two leading RepuhUcaris.oh 'the 
&hateFprei^RelationS'.Gomimttee^ 
;Sdis..^diard LjCfg^ and-Ghudc.Ifi- 
-.gel—^issued similar ■warnings.’^.e'Gm 

V iinfoimedPresidehtBiishr.thabthe'lNes 
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; Axmitage were predse in ;theif'Ioi%' 
■ casts:of,the.embarrassmHit8 ahead/_o?} 
.'Perle .continues'to defdidGh^Bi^ 
the victim if a (irinformation.-pili^ 
.paigniy-theSfoteiDepartmentandiig 
';C[A, hut ChalaKIs .'previo^'.igpve^ 


. after .the-Ghaiabi raid displayed't® 
■master.of'Obfuscation^at'hisiesLTcerl 
• .'■taidywasnotavrarethere.w^igtMngtd 
heairaid-pna home, if ;in focttherei'wa§. 
;pne.Myiinderst^^g'is:thatthe'iraq5 
; .is .are Involvediin .this,.and youldlb^ 
.ariethem:”.,- -ft 

WGeorge'WiBushask uncomfort- 
' .able questionsiabout'how-.this'man 'end| 
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er;abuse.scandaL Theyvrantthe.pre^ij 
dentat leastto consider whefberRUrasi 
'feld, 'Wolfowitz.:and others diotfid.pay 
vrith'their jobs for puttirig Ahmed^Cl^ 
■ labibi power. 
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kiSj^ge .Shiiltz :says that, llife ,jn .official 
WasHmgton^iknot one danin’thffig Mer.aii- 
'dffieklt'is thesame damn'thing over over 
a'gaJn. a^ stidden lurch ‘.by’thefBu^ :admims- 
traMoii ^to- lusing .'baq’s .Simnis to contam 
h^i&ShiiteruIers shows that the fonner set^ 
iMa^fistate’fe oh tp:«)inethffig,:agm ■ / 


ii!Ba^.,pdU< 3 rihak 0 rs;Md .spies.-have 'made , 
f&ivMjh:an;a' i^vihgT^hhd ihigjily idistort- 
ihgsti&rce m iffie ccihtinmng 'war :iii Iraq. 
Thejimow resemble :the MJ-era ‘ Gpld War- 
noisl^p werieisofmtentjpn defeating Ghiiia 
:ai^1te ;&viet'.Umpb 'm Weth^ that .they 
10§fi5i^t5pfidie.stakrajandd5^^cs.of-,the 
,.r^sOT:iheywere;fi|htmg. 

i)]hbfeqit6^y-,tfaeJGIAIisb.uiiding,an';fiaqi'' 
■spjad^eflcy&om the hiins df Sad^SHu^' 
seiri’ss JiVIifldiabarat.^the .secret police unit 
thatsrasiat'war with Iran ahd.Sj^aipr two , 
.decaife;iBilK<ex-TiazisTecruited-to.'fi^t the 
Soviet .peril, these Iraqfe xome -with-useful; 
skilb'jandt:expefience m'trying.to.destaBi]ize' 
T|lfi^,&me pfthem.were onthe job.dumg 
theli®nTiiaq(war,-whan';tiie.^R^gan'jadminii&-- 
.tratijjid(in.'Wluch Shultz.served) shared IJ5; 
ihl^gence.witii Hush’s regime toprevent 
;the:revolutiohary,'aj^6^s of Iramfromitak- 
ihgTiBl^dad. 'iSld' :int^ence .connections 
.ffifehard;'. _, 

isiBiJfcnthe mordinate fear Of 'Iran is "rapidly 
(^ 3 n^gfliha|ing’U;S..reIations ■witfaithe Shiite, 
majority of ifeiq.itis,also complicating UJl., 
ih&diator Lakhdar Brahiinits .^rt :tb name 
anfeyirim' 'Iraqi .government Ibe White 


.suI'Paul Bremer and others would Ka^ve inevi- 
tablyhurt the .chances of Shahristani, esp.e- 
■dallyin the,poisonous atmosphere created by 
'CIA'allegationsIhat Ahmed'Chalabi, another 
.Shiite politician 'with tiesito 'Iran, .has given 
'Iran classffiedinformation. . 

.In;the (dosedworld of ismoke^and'-miiTors 
that'ejoIes.'and'intelligencejagBricies’inhaBit, 
iShahristam was^asource. onHussein^fweap- 
'onsjprogramsior‘U;S.,goverhniehtagencies 
.and,’joumalBts, aswereiGh£ilaBi,;l^dMavu 
and'ihany others; Shaki^Mii^^honiz^ 

.fhh 'televisioil program '"ed ;I^utea”' one 
monthbeforeftehaqinvasipn.. .» . 

The ongoing: GlAbi^iA strug^e, .es- 
•.sehfMy oyer’'^OivriU(cdnhbl.m,;ihd^e^ 
dentiraq^s ihteihgence serviceand'whedief.it 
^'yrfHiifltiihatelybe used'to.destabilize<Iraii,!is a 
topic foranother day. '!The-more;immediate 
iprbWemsibelongito.Bteliimi,.'.who:now;must 
;i)uBliclyLdfiny.that.the';United States is vetting 
.and'then passingxr ibloddngKis .dhoicesifor 
jpime ministeriand other,ijobs.. 

That ;ihis jadniinistraBon would insist (on. 
fetaiiiing.suchpower:miatebellious country 
it spent.Ainmcan'jlives ito occupy isftone'Of ■ 


House .hopes‘.to';get’.the;goverhment,named' 
and amew'Seciudiy Cotm< 3 resolution>on'Iraq;’ 
approvedbefoire President Bush ,goesito:Eu- 
. jppemextweeki • ' ' 

The.Algerian mediator had all-but setfied 
'■on:HussaihShahristam,,a:resp^ed cheimst. 
.'a|g?|Shiite, as'his .:interira prune imiiiister. 
.But^nahristam.withdrew<his:name'Wedaes- 
(^^ffier it became .cleju authorities 
, wouidinotapprove him; apparently.after.they 
^ ■con^ucted-a'bacI^ound,'chfeck,.according.to- 
' U.S..'and'foreign sources, miB^dad and 
elgewhere. j - ’ ' 

the vetting'.by:UB. agenciestumed 
jupiisiiptjlteown..But;Shahristahi'escapedto 
•ftahrSa 1991 afler beingjailed andiortured' . 
'f^^^smg. tO help. Hussein’s nuclei, pror 
■^l^&'eight years in IraiChe is unlikely .to 
. ';ii^®Ben,able‘tG;avoid contact'-with.andm- 
t^b^tion'byirahian'iiitelligence. 

' Helis also unlifcely'to have .told Ban ^y- ■ 
thingof his ownfreewiH'accordingto people 
"vdio know, and admire him,.But'the hard line 
aeainst Tehran championed by U'.S. procon- 


wasinvenfedtO'dbscurei As m aHdningway 
short-story, ■vriiatis.'impoittot'is'whatiisiieft 
‘Ouhboth'ini'Brahimi’spubli&.statements'and 
.thelatest Security Coundddraft resolutionon 
3Iraq;- / •: 

lio •UB.-British :draft 'is ^silent on coni- 
iimd'arfangeniehtsandiOther'vhal'topics..it 
' is .'intended''to mammize BiS. pcwer vffiile 
seeming;to.pass;authorityto'.a'grofiip of most¬ 
ly political .unkhowns blessed '.by 'BraHimi; 
h:aciileadeto:wenim,(nra in tiie'West, su(b:as 
'Mastoud 6^2^ of'J^ Thlabani,would not 
getsi^nilBcantjdbs. ' " 

.'t^e -premature 'le& .by :II;S. officials Of 
;Shahfistam’s;ntoie'as acapdidatebacked'by 
M:Sistahi;has.'embarra^»i;the;Shiite.gtmi'd 
:ayato]iah#d mhksibeventoder forihim to 
•■■work wth ■Brahlmi;. 'a.;Sunm ;Arab whose 
dau^et'Mo be :niarfiedbn Sept .7 to ithe 
.son.of]^g.Abdu]l2ih'ofJordan. 

The kiiil,. a CTA fevorite, .is'nOt raSidiplo- 
■maticas .lus'fature'in-IWi.'AikedTecentlyby 
■the New Tfofk ^Hmes who shoiild'fule Iraq 
. AbduUah'r^lied: 'I would.prob^Iy iimaginO' 
..... somebody with^’a ;raiiitaiy .background 
whoTiks experience Ofbeing atou^ guyr^o 
'.could'hold';iraq together for the nest ;year;” 
'Of in Shultriah, terms, 'the -same Saddam 
thing over again. - 

jmj}wa^h(}@washposi.co}n 
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E'you re stock with'lemons,‘m^eilemon- .covert .activities in Iraq; Baer said in 

.ade. ThatgIkw8domapplies tO'U;S. policy 1999 'iie passed.a varning.abdut Chalabi’s 
m.lrag,,.wnichis'asaeedyiand-sour:a8.:any-' ;.B-aniaii.;connections to,,Dougfas Feitli, who 
•foreign polif^ challenge America has .eh- later became the ,Bush .adniinistratioii’s 
coimtered.in-decades. 'We certainly aren’t undersecretaiy of defense. €haiabi.has a^ 

making champagne ^there, iutxhow;are we nied. providing intelligenceito. Tehran, .and 
dopgmtheiemonade business?' , IfabibiMS disappeared.' ’ 

Aswehead,iiito.the^fini.!nipn^^ ■yj^.jjaye.^oWderwhatGhalabi’s.neo- 

'the- to^ver iof sovereignty to‘the'Baqr conservative enthusiasts were thinking 
Fif^ 'baddng.aimari'-whothadsbeen.so.closely^- . 

thdt^tit|iattlieBush'administrat|6h:insthe .. ;lied with an /Irah that "arguab^'.poses ;the 
.p^bfewweeksihas'bMnmee^ithe,lemon- ,':bigg^st'strategic;threat:toIsrael.:ifithere;s a 
ade:test‘fairly welli Itiis corfecting.eanier ilogic here. it.dudesme. 

■ •errbrsiofjjud^erit;ahd.putting;pblityp . T:suspect.!lliat..Chalabi:s .ulfimate;:trans-' 

;f®^®°^ble .glide path. Thati^doesh-femean igfeMion'was.pushingto,poati6nhiinseKas. 

toe plane won’t (CTash.after June.BO;.But / the political",represehthtive -of Iraqi Shi- 
President BMn;s^ecehtrnoveshaveriTBeen.. iites-r^thekey cohstitueiicy:ih=thenewiaq. 
.^foohsh ortecRless!as.apnie'cgniroentators That ims a .sensible strategy ior CMabi, 
•hawsi^ge'sted. , ^ ’butif increasinglypubhim at odds.withSU;S. 

Thfebest-exainpleiisthe decisioii‘to'jetti- p6h(y—rand made Hiin a kind of'up-mafket, 

smthe-Pehta^oh’s dormer-darlings,.Ahmed secular versionofthe hotheadedyoui^Shi- 

.Chalabi. The longtime 'Iraqi .eidle iis a .re- .ife.miillah;Moqtada Sadr,, , 
■imaf|{able;m^-^nenfithoseistubbom,!self- ■ .Heading.-ioward, the .June.30 transition,. 

motivated'inissionanes .who by theiforce of 11.8. officii apparently felt it was 'impnr- 
theirp^onahtiesbehd^toKape'ofihisto- 'tantto letIraqisikn:ow,thatChalabi'srasii’t 

■ ,ty.TOthout.his;aavoca(ydorregimp.i^ Aiherica’s..man.By.cuttlngoffhis:Peatagon 

' 'funding-(and conniving'in.the radon :his ■ 

•st!|.'bein power. .headquarters) they .probably :^opedtOiopen 

But watchmg '.Ghalabi on .the W;talk space .for other 'Shiite .leaders who wiU 
sh^ last^^ee^daftw.histheadqu^rs. emerge in the'transitional government tohe 
had been raidediinfcghdad,:ih^gnantly de- hamed'soon by'UlN..speciil'envoy:Lakhdar 
; mani^g .a cphgr^lorial' showdown be- Brahiihi'. 
f^een .himself ;and GIA. ;E)irectof 'George . • The secret to .maldhg !Iraqi lemonade is 

• Tenet,;itse^ed!thafhis;amBition;had:Ovet- , Aairitamihg :Grana .'Ayatnllab .«li. .qiRtanj?.; 

■ apparently he-.- , support for :a tranatioh jointly supervised 

hpvpd.he' coiadmpbilizevhisisupport^^^^ by ..the iUnited States and the United ;Na- 

Washin^n tp-^attadc the ^adimhistrafion ) itioha Respite-Chalahi’s' efforts to .derail 
■that:hadheipea'fundihisioperatipns.but:had;, thatprocess/hothBrahiimandUiS.'dccupa- 

..fidn(auefk.Pald'Bremef,;seemdobe!mak- 
posed '.three Ffobleins- for UlS.'' ing' the relationship -work, ihe-' best ew- 
‘leinonade .-raalffirs.' The :first was ;&at by , 'denCehas-beenSist^'aacqujescence'While 
steeragmariy;econOiiiicportfolios;to'liis;aI- U;S.toopspuinmeled'Kis.en&iy,Sadr. 

• lies, he ‘|iad^thefed-tooiniuch;power over . Iraqi-lemonade wiIlibe.a:niix of different 

the^scehtlraqi-econoiny.. , . flavors-.and local solutions.'It-vnll meah' 

The:secondproblera is,Ghalabi’s Iranian , adaptingU.S.poIiciesf.tOithe,politicalrejili- 
e^ecbpn. He has nevermadeany.secret ties of’Sunni Fallujah and Shiite-Najaf. It 
of .ms .dose .ties with Tehran,.hut' &e .'issue. will 'mean :mduding recyded 'lemons who , 

1 ropofts that Cha- * setyed in 'the old Lraqi armyand'bureaucra- 

labi s mtelligence chief, Aras Habib;'was cy;'it"wiU5raeah’accepting.advice from'’lem- 
suspected of'heing an Iranian agent. ' onade tasters in '.France, Germany .and 
Support-for this-allegation comes from elsewhere,- ' ' - 

formtt GIA-officer Bob Baer, who ,fold-me' . The concoction won’t -be sweet,' and it 

thathe was infofmedbycolleagues in 1994, mayyetexplode in-the bottle.-But this is.the 
■v^enhe wasp^of the.agenc/s iraq Oper- messy art of the possibie,.ahd the Bush'ad-' 
™’;P’ “^ ‘^®^-®-Soveriiment'had. mimstration at least is 'learning from its 
, intelligence that Habib was . secretly - migiakpg 

being; paid-and . cohtiplled by' the ffariians ;—^_ . _ 

and TOs informing them about American dcwidi0uitius@wcishpost.coM 

I. I ' 
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An indivi dual who is not in a position to testify provided 
I the following information by telephone on 
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While the source was 
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(S) 


Ireportec 


Lowing information: 


Asset n^orted that I I 

I Iraqi 

Rresioent sadjjam hussein , in a puoiic speecn after tne conclusion 
of Ramadan s^ted that ’’if the United Nations (U.N.) continues 
the heavy sections against the people of Iraq, he will be forced 
to use whatever resources necessary to combat those devils from 
the west.” Asset said that the leaders of the Kurdish people 
believe that SADDAM will carry out his threat. Asset said that 
SADDAM needs to start another conflict to regain support of the 
Iraqi people and to get their minds off the internal problems 
which they are facing (i.e. lack of food, lack of electricity and 
water). 

SADDAM HUSSEIN has experienced internal pressure from 
the Iraqi people for his continuous intimidation tactics against 
the Kurds in northern Iraq. Recently SADDAM brought two 
divisions of The Republican Guard Army into Karkuk, Iraq, to 
intimidate the Kurds. U.N. observers reported these actions,and 
the U.N. cited IRAQ for violating U.N. Resolution 688. 
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Ac^rding to the asset, the Kurdish people are facing a 
dilemma because they failed to select a single leader during 
their last^election, which lasted several monti^ Although the 
KurdishyPemocratic Party (KDP) won the election by a 55 to 40 
perce^^ile in the polls, the Peo ple United ^r ..,Kur-diatan. (PUK) 
shar-e 50/50 in their presumed democratic rJrocess. A new election 
has been proposed in 1994, although noydate has been set. The 
people of Kurdistan will be seeking q;iitside support from the U.N. 
and the U.S. to assist in monitoring the election. 

In January, 1994, the PUK and the Islamic Movement 
(IM), a group that received 5% of the popular vote in the last 
election, were fighting on the Iraqi/Turkish border and 200 lives 
were lost. The KDP caused a truce by yielding one vote in the 
Kurdistan Congress to the IM. The PUK and KDP agreed that the IM 
will also be on the next electoral ballot. 
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This interview was conducted 


The interview was managed in two separate intervals lascing 
approximatel y six hours total. The interpre ter, a native 
speaker, was | \ 
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Synopsis: ^ To suraniarize a Washington times news article by 

James T. Hackett entitled, "Latest Challenge from Iraq." 


(U) 
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Class 
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NS-15/WF 
1.5(c) 


try On: 

Details:(^) The article states that since the United States 
elections, Saddam Hussein has been threatening a holy war against 
Israel. On December 31, 2000, Iraq staged the biggest show of 
military force since the 1991 Gulf War. Saddam stood on the 
reviewing stand firing a rifle into the air during a four hour 
military parade as more than one thousand Russian-made tanks, 
artillery, infantry units and new surface-to-surface and surface- 
to-air missiles rolled by with jet fighters and sixty helicopter 
gun ships flying overhead. On December 31, 2000, Israeli Prime 
Minister Barak said Israel was in a state of strategic alert 
facing the possibility of war. 

The article states that Saddam Hussein is using 
the situation to try to foment a new Arab war against Israel. He 
announced in January the establishment of a military command for 
the special forces he created to support a Palestinian revolt. 

He also announced the deployment of the Republican Guard's 














!) 


To: 
Re: 




.£3^m: Washington Field 
03/23/200i:bl 


:b3 


Hamorabi tank division toward the Jordanian border. With a 
population that is more than half Palestinian, Jordan would have 
trouble preventing Iraqi volunteers from crossing its soil to 
fight a war against Israel. 

The article stated that the Iraqi military parade 
showed off new and improved weapons and equipment, the well 
dressed troops wore uniforms and boots imported from Syria, while 
new Mercedes and Renault trucks reportedly imported under the UN 
oil for food program were used to carry troops and tow artillery. 
The one thousand tanks on display, with new engines and parts 
from Ukraine, showed Saddam has been able to modernize his 
military despite he UN sanctions. New Russian -made SAM 8 and 
SAM-9 surface-to-surface missiles were shown as were several new 
models of surface-to-surface missiles. One missile was described 
by Iraqi television as similar to the banned al-Hussein. A 
chemical weapons unit marched with the missiles, underscoring 
that there have been no inspections of Iraq's weapons program 
wince Saddam threw out the UN inspectors more than three years 
ago. 

(U) . (X The article stated that this display of missile 

comes just weeks after Khidir Hamza advised that Iraq was close 
to producing nuclear weapons. Khidir Hamza was a top nuclear 
advisor to Saddam Hussein until his defection in 1994. 


♦♦ 
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preparation using Form 0-93. 


Preparation of 0-73 Form (Yellow) 


1 . Date & Precedence -Type or print date and indicate precedence by checking the appropriate box. 

2. Addressee(s) - Type or print addressee(s) immediately following the “TO;” or place a check mark in the appropriate box. Note; When 
using block “Other," indicate geographical location if addressee(s) is located outside Washington, D.C. If addressee(s) is a military 
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3. Classification - Type or print the classification and if appropriate the caveat and warning notices. 

4. Addressee Internal Distribution - Complete when the originator wishes the message to be distributed to a known entity within a 
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DOIt SEPTEMBER 8-10, 1990. 



3) IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED TO THE IRAQI POPULATION BY 
REPRESENTATIVES OF SADDAM HUSSEIN THAT IRAQ IS RECRUITING 
PALESTINIANS TO COMMIT TERRORIST ACTS AGAINST UNITED STATES 
TARGETS IN AND ABOUT SAUDI ARABIA. 













4-22 (Rev. 9-22-87) 


"'SKBET 


tureatf^l^ve 


Federal Bureatf^Pnvestigation 

Records/Operations Sections 


ALL IlFOPI-lA' 
HIKEII' IS TI 
DJHEEl SHOm 


FR UTD 


19_ 


□ Name Searching Unit, 4989, TL# 121 

□ Service Unit, 4654, TL# .225 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143 

□ Attention_ 

□ Return to _ 


05-02-2008 
CLASSIFIED BY 6033 
DE C LASS I Ff 01: 2S)| 
05^02^2033 


Supervisor; Room, TL# , Ext. 


Scope of Search: (Check One) 

□ Automated Data Base - 5 & 20 

□ Automated Data Base - 5 & 30 

□ Unrestricted (ADB & Inactive Index) 


Type of Search Requested: 

□ All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main_ 


References Only 


Special Instructions: 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

□ B uildup _ n Variati ons 


□ R. 


(g) Subject 
' 'aKA(s)' 


Birthdate & Place 
SSAN _ 


Localities 

















□ Name Searching Unit, 4989, TL# 121 

□ Service Unit, 4654, TL# 225 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143 

□ Attention_ 

□ Return to ___ 

Supervisor, Room, TL# , Ext. 


Scope of Search: (Check One) 

□ Automated Data Base - 5 & 20 

□ Automated Data Base - 5 & 30 

□ Unrestricted (ADB & Inactive Index) 


Type of Search Requested: 

□ All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main_Re 


Special Instructions: 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 


CLASSIFIED BY 6 
PEASOl: 1.4 tC) 
DECLASSIFY OH: 


References Only 



Birt huai g 
SSAN _ 
Localities 


Searcher Initials 


C OQ o 

0) Q CO 

2 < = 


File Number Serial 

















DATE: 05-02-2008 ALL IlFOPIttTIOlJ COITAIHED- 

CLAS3IPIED Wi 60324 UC BA¥/R3/^^ . ^ A ► HEKEIl IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 

KEA301J: 1.4 (C) S T- LIHEEl SHOWJ OTHERWISE _ 

DECLASSIFf OH: 05-02-2033 FEDERAL BUREAtJ^F iJiVESTIGATION 

TIS REPORT 01/02/91 














ALL IIFOPI'IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HERE II IS me LAS SI TIED EXCEPT 
IJHEPE SHOHJ OTHEEI.JISE 


T. ^ 

WVESTIGATION 
/n?/Qi 


(S) 


DATE: 05-02-2008 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC. 
KEASOIJ: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirf OH: 05-02-2033 



























DATE: 05-02-2008 

,CLM3I'I!IEB BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/L 

PEASOl: 1.4 tC) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-02-2033 


FEDERAL BUREAUx<DF INVESTIGATION 


TIS REPORT 01/02/91 


ALL IIFOPI-IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
liJHEEl SHOm OTHERWISE 



PAGE 


1 











ALL IIFOPI'IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HERE II IS me LAS SI TIED EXCEPT 
IJHEPE SHOHJ OTHEEI.JISE 


DATE: 05-02-2008 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC 
KEASOIJ: 1.4 'i:B,C,D) 

DECLASSirf OH: 05-02-2033 

FD-654 (Rev. 1-3-91) 


Classification of Mail: 
D Unclassified 
Q Confidential 

□ Sepref" 
5 Btop Secret* 

□ SCI* 

C] other 




Teletype 


S) 


FD-f 
^ Subji 

Date 







Description of Mater 





This serial has be?n rernpv€d and placed in; 

Special File Room, Room 5991, FBIHQ 


(Field Office - Room, Cabinet, or other 
location where material is stored) 


This action taken based upon authority of: 

□ TS/SCICO, FBIHQ, 62-116065 

O Field Office Manager - . _ 

File and Serial number 


(Signature and Title of Approving Official) 


Date 


*requires special handling 



FBI/DOJ 






AIRT.EL 


SEj^T 



10/15/90 


irector, FBI 


SAC, Cleveland 
WMFO 


UNSUBS 

THREAT^O KILL IRAQI PRESIDENT 
SADDAliJlUSSEIN 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1990 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM - IRAQ 
00: CLEVELAND 


ALL IIFOPI-IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
liJHEEl SHOm OTHERWISE 

DATE: 05-02-2008 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC 
KEASOIJ: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirf OH: 05-02-2033 


This cominunication is classified SECRET 


~ant iroty. 


Enclosed for receiving offices is one photocopy of a 
letter from the U.S. Department of State and the attachments 
thereto. 



Receiving offices should conduct appropriate indices 
checks for individuals mentioned in the attached letters and 
advise FBI Headquarters whether any confirming information is 
available regarding the plot mentioned therein. 

Enclosure 


D^). Dtr.- 

ADDAdm- 

ADD hw_ 

Asst Mr.: 
Adm.Swv*. . 
Criin.lnv._ 


LagalCoun. - 

Rae. Mgnt- 

Tach. Sarvs_ 

■naMtiB- 

Cong. Alfa. Off_ 

Off. of EEO- 

Off.LMaonA 

IntAffa_ 

Off.of PublleAffa_ 

TalapiionaRm._ 

Mraetor'a Sae'y- 


Class 

Decli 





mail room 


»£3 

-^OADR 











00 RUCNFB BON FBIWMFO 
DE FBINY #0014 2472005 
ZNY SSSSS 
0 042004Z SEP 90 

FM FBI NEW YORK (199H-BN-10153) (RUC) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI /IMNEDIATE/ 

LEGAT BONN/IMttEDIATE/ 

FBI WMFO/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

s T 

cite: //3540// 

pass: HQ FOR BRUSSELS. 



ALL IMFOPIIATIOH MHTAIHED 
HEEIIl IS mCLASSIFlS^C^PT 
liJHEKE SHOm OTHERWISE 



DATE: 05^02^2008',' 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAWRS/L3C 
KEA301J: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf Oil: 05-02-2033 



,__ 

i S) SUBJECT; _ 

30;8N. 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED T N IT » 

RE: LEGAT BONN TELETYPE> DATED AUGUST 30, 1990. 


ENTIR&T ir 


bl 


REFERENCED COMMUNICATION DETAILED INFORMATION PROVIDED B 

















OLXSS._^ 

SER J-jf- 
BEC —- 



I . C-ATiri' .iA”02t2008 

CL'i^SIFIEDjjll 60324 UC BA1/RS/L3C 
PEAS 01: 1) ' 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05^02^2033 


ALL IMFOPIIATIOH COHTAIig) <«* 

* EI1 IS me LAS SI TIED EXCEPT 
KE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


0043 MRI 01865 


RR SIOC FBIJN 


DE FBIME #0004 0392013 


ZNY SSSSS 


R 082006Z FEB 91 


FM FBI MEMPHIS (199E-HQ--24472) (P) 
TO FBI SIOC/ROUTINE/ 

FBI JACKSON/ROUTINE/ 




CITE: //3440// 


SUBJEC 



00: FBIHQ; 


INFORMATION CONCERNING SADDAM HUSSEIN; IT - IRAQ. 


THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED ”SE 


RE JACKSON TELETYPE, DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1991, AND SIOC 


TELETYPE, DATED FEBRUARY 5, 1991. 


2SSf~ 


IN REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS, MEMPHIS WAS INSTRUCTED TO 


IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW 


ON FEBRUARY 6, 






1951 ; 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WAS 









ACCORDING Ti 













#0004 


NNNN 



T 


DATE: 05^0^^20ii8-. 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/RS/LSC 

DECLASSir/ OH: OS-02-2033 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 





ALL IIFOPI'IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSITIED EXCEPT 
IJHEPE 3H01IJ OTHEPI.JISE 



m AIRfTEL 


PRECEDENCE 
Q Immediate 
n Priority 
□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Dat e 12/18/90 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WMFO (199E-CV-43856) (RUC) 

UNSUBS; 

THREAT TO KILL IRAQI PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1990; 

IT-IRAQ; 

00:CLEVELAND 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET" IN ITS 


ENTIRETY. 


Reference Bureau airtel to Cleveland and WMFO, 
dated 10/15/90. 
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aforementioned individuals, and WMFO has no additional 
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investigation at this time, this case is being placed in RUC 
status. 


L 








/^Bureau 
TL-Cleveland 
1-WMFO 


C' 



21 


ABH:hm 
(4) 










DATE: 05^02^2008 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/Pfi/I 

__^FQ-l!lJ»lil8-aS74 (C) ^ ' 

DECLASSIFf Oil: 05-02-2033 

TRANSMIT VIA: jP 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

\ ixj airtel 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


-• 

^ypCA1 

rd^ECR 


ALL IIFOPI'IATIOIJ COITAIHED , 
HEREII IS TUCLksSiriED EXCEPT 
UHEPE SHOHJ OTBEPIISE 



1 To 


2 From 


3 Subje 


CLAMICATION: 

□ TQ^ECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 11/8/9 0 


g OR, FBI 

LEVELAND (199E-CV-43856) (P) 

; 

to Kill I^qi 
ent SADDAM^USSEIN 
September 14, 1990 
IT-IRAQ 
00: CV 


This airtel is classified "SE 


"in its entirety. 


USPER) 


PII on 10/15/90, and will expire on 2/11/91. (Presumed 


(S) 11 


Rebuairtel to CV and WMFO, 10/15/90. 


The Cleveland, Ohio area j tal a nhnna dirertm 
contains no listings forahyohesurnamec 

Inquiry with the Ohio Bell Telephone intormarion operaror 
no listing for above surnames. 

Inquiry regarding Ohio driver's license anr 
y->^rfi gt-T-;q-t-i np determ^’^®'^ listing for anyone surnamed 


ditional ir 


rminec 



Cleveland has received no additional information to 
confirm that available regarding captioned matter. 

10- Bureau 

2 - Cleveland i: 


GAH:ral 

( 6 ) 


Q 


Approved: 


Transmitted/ 


(Number) 


(Time) 


*U.S. GPO: 1988-202-042/85013 









V, 



CV 199E-CV-43856 




WMFO.,; 


LEAD 


AT^WASHINGTON.,,,D,. C,., 

Complete investigation as outlined in reairtel 
and furnish results to Bureau and Cleveland so this matter may 
be brought to a logical conclusion. 


2 * 














NNNN 


V. 









CJLASS. 
SRC’D. 
SER ; 
BSQ 


DATE: 05^02^2008 

CLM^iR»v.¥-2f-CS^4 TJC BAl/Pi;/L3C 
KEA301J: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirffOlI: 05-02-2033 | 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

SI Teletype 
S? d Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
r~1 Immediate 
SI Priority 
CD Routine 


FM FBI SIOC 


TO FBI JACKSON/PRIORITY/ 
FBI MEMPHIS/PRIORITY/ 


CITE: //0651// 


ALLTIFOPI'IATIOIJ COITAIHED 
HEREII IS TUCLASSIFIEDiiiKCEPT 
IHEPE SHOHJ OTHEPIISE 




CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
S SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 2/4/91 


00: FBIHQ; 


SUBJECT: < 

INFORMATION CONCERNING SADDAli'^SSEIN; IT-IRAQ. 
THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED ''SECRET”. 


REFERENCE JACKSON TELETYPE TO FBI SIOC DATED 2/1/91. 
MEMPHIS IS REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION THAT WOULD BE 
RELEVANT TO CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION, AND PROVIDE RESULTS TO 


FBI SIOC AND JACKSON DIVISION. 


ON: OADR 


55 / 


75 


Time Received: 


Approved: rr _Original filename: ' d SJ CaJ - 535 " 

Time Received: _ Telprep filename: /[,XJa JS ^5 1) ■ 

MRI/JULIAN DATE: 2- 70 / 0 3^ ISN: _ 

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: ^ 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 




ORieiNAlFfUQHf 
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0010 MRI 00661 
PP SIOC 


DATE: 05-05-2008 

CLASSIFIED^^ 60324 UC BA1/RS/L3C 
PEASOl: 1 .^C,D;i 
DECLASSIFY OH: 05-05-2033 


DE FBINK #0003 0421510 
ZNY SSSSS 


P 111507Z FEB 91 


FM FBI NEWARK (199E-NK-2377) (P) 

TO FBI SIOC/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

S T 


flJFOPHATIOH COHTAIlffiD 
II IS mCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
liJHEPl SHOm OTHERWISE 




CITE: //3510:C-10// 

be 

PASS: FBIHQ, CID/CTS, IT-SSTU, SSaI ^7 


(S) 

SUBJECT: 


bl 


bo: FBIHQ 


IRAQI INTELLIGENCE MATTERS; IT-IRAQ; 00: NK. 

SECTION ONE OF THREE 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET" IN ITS ENTIRETY. 
REQUEST OF FBIHQ: 

FBIHQ IS REQUESTED TO DISSEMINATE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
TO THOSE U.S. AGENCIES DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION, IT IS SOURCE 
SENSITIVE. DIVULGENCE OUTSIDE THE BUREAU, WITHOUT ADEQUATE 


•'i-i / 







PAGE TWO DE FBINK 0003 S E C 


T 


PARAPHRASING WOULD RESULT IN THE COMPROMISE OF THIS SOURCE. 
SERIAL; 90 NK 507/3353/6616/4 
COUNTRY: IRAQ 

SUBJECT: PERSONALITY PROFILES AND INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION 

REGARDING IRAQI PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN, FAMILY MEMBERS AND 
THOSE IRAQIS INVOLVED IN THE INNER CIRCLE OF POWER IN IRAQ. 

_ DATE OF INFORMATION: EARLY JANUARY. 1991. _ 


REFERENCE: REFERENCE IS MADE HEREIN TO A PRIOR NK TELETYPE 

TO FBIHQ, DATED 9/26/90, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. _ 

(S) 


UDAI AL-TIKRITI, (DOB: 6/18/64) SON OF IRAQI PRESIDENT 
SADDAM HUSSEIN AND PRESIDENT OF THE IRAQI SPORTS FEDERATION IS 
PORTRAYED AS A RUTHLESS EGOTIST WHOSE MAIN HOBBIES INCLUDE SPORTS 
CARS AND THE PROCUREMENT OF BEAUTIFUL WOMEN. 


A PAINFULLY SHY INDIVIDUAL THROUGHOUT HIS EARLY LIFE UDAI 






PAGE THREE DE FBINK 0003 S E ■r e t 



TOOK ADVANTAGE OF HIS FATHER'S ELEVATED STATUS TO PRESIDENT IN 
1979 TO ACCRUE UNTOLD WEALTH GAINED FROM BLACK MARKETING AND 
KICKBACKS FROM IRAQI COMPANIES. 

UDAI, A MEMBER AND OFFICER OF THE EXCLUSIVE RASHID CLUB IN 
MANSOUR CITY, BAGHDAD IS DESCRIBED AS A SADIST WHO DERIVES GREAT 
PLEASURE IN CONTROLLING PEOPLE AND EVENTS. UDAI ATTACHED HIMSELF 
TO A COTERIE OF IRAQI PLAYBOYS WHO SPENT MOST EVENINGS SEEKING 
OUT BEAUTIFUL WOMEN IN THE NIGHTCLUBS AND HOTELS OF BAGHDAD. 

UDAI PROCURES WOMEN THROUGH INTERMEDIARIES AND FRIENDS. 

IF AN APPROACH WOULD FAIL, UDAI WOULD SUBJECT THAT PERSON 
OR INTERMEDIARY TO HUMILIATION AND EVEN TORTURE. UDAI EMPLOYED 
A NUMBER OF ARTIFICES TO ADMINISTER PUNISHMENT INCLUDING 
TAILINGS, BEATINGS, WHIPPINGS AND OTHER METHODS. ON CERTAIN 
OCCASIONS HE WOULD SHAVE PEOPLE'S HAIR AND SUBJECT THEM TO FIERCE 
GUARD DOGS AND ELECTRIC CATTLE PRODS. UDAI HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS 
EXTREMELY POSSESSIVE AND JEALOUS. ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO DARED TO 
BREAK HIS/HER FRIENDSHIP WITH UDAI WAS SEVERELY BEATEN AND 


PARALYZED 






PAGE FOUR DE FBINK 0003 S 


E T 



be 

b7C 

b7D 


UDAI MAINTAINS A DISTANT RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS FATHER, 

SADDAM HUSSEIN, WHO PUT HIM UNDER HOUSE ARREST AND EXILED HIM TO 
SWITZERLAND FOR A SHORT PERIOD IN 1988-89 FOR THE DEATH OF 
SADDAM'S BODYGUARD. SADDAM HAS BEEN VERY STRICT WITH UDAI HAVING 
BEEN PLACED IN A PRECARIOUS POSITION WHEN UDAI MURDERED HIS 


(SADDAM'S) VALET AND BODYGUARD, KAMAL HANNA 






PAGE FIVE DE FBINK 0003 S E 


E T 


IN 1988, UDAI AND HIS CLOSET FRIENDS WERE CELEBRATING HIS 
WEDDING ENGAGEMENT AT HIS VILLA IN HABANIYA. AT THE TIME, HOSNI 
MUBARAK'S WIFE WAS VISITING BAGHDAD AS A GUEST OF THE IRAQI 
GOVERNMENT AND WAS STAYING AT A NEARBY GUEST HOUSE. 

IN CELEBRATION OF HIS ENGAGEMENT, UDAI AND HIS ENTOURAGE 
FIRED THEIR GUNS INTO THE AIR ONLY TO OBSERVE TRACER FIRE COMING 
FROM A NEIGHBORING VILLA. UDAI DETERMINED THAT THE SHOOTING WAS 
COMING FROM THE VILLA OF KAMAL HANNA, THE PERSONAL VALET AND 
BODYGUARD OF SADAM HUSSEIN. 

UDAI WARNED HANNA TO DESIST FROM FURTHER SHOOTING BUT HANNA 
REPLIED BY ASKING UDAI TO JOIN IN HIS FAMILY'S CELEBRATION. 

HANNA WAS INTOXICATED AT THIS POINT. UDAI RETURNED TO HIS VILLA 
AND A BRIEF PERIOD OF QUIET ENSUED. HOWEVER, SHORTLY THEREAFTER, 
HANNA'S PARTY RESUMED THEIR SHOOTING. 

UDAI BECAME FURIOUS AND RETURNED TO HANNA'S RESIDENCE. UDAI 
SCREAMED AT HANNA THAT HE WAS INSULTED AND THAT MUBARAK'S WIFE 






PAGE SIX DE FBINK 0003 S E 




WAS STAYING NEARBY. HANNA IGNORED HIM. UDAI SEIZED A WOODEN 


CANE AND IN FRONT OF A HORRIFIED GROUP OF HANNA'S FAMILY MEMBERS 
(40 TO 50 PEOPLE) STRUCK HANNA ON THE BACK OF THE HEAD. HANNA 
COLLAPSED TO THE FLOOR. 



BT 


#0003 


NNNN 





0011 MRI 00669 


PP SIOC 

DE FBINK #0004 0421512 
ZNY SSSSS 
P 111510Z FEB 91 

FM FBI NEWARK (199E-NK-2377) (P) 

TO FBI SIOC/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

s e'^qX^ T 

CITE: //3510:C-10// 

PASS: FBIHQ, CID/CTS, IT-SSTU, SSA 


(S) 

SUBJECT 


00 : 


IRAQI INTELLIGENCE MATTERS; IT-IRAQ; 00: 
SECTION TWO OF THREE 


FBIHQ 

NK. 


bl 


be 

b7C 


be 

b7C 

b7D 
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SADDAM KEPT HIS SON UNDER HOUSE ARREST BUT RELENTED UPON THE 
PLEADINGS OF HIS WIFE AND OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS. UDAI WAS SENT 
PACKING INTO EXILE TO GENEVA, SWITZERLAND AT THE IRAQI MISSION TO 



IN THE SPRING OF 1990, UDAI RETURNED TO BAGHDAD, IRAQ, FROM 
GENEVA SWITZERLAND. HE HAS TRAVELLED TO THE UNITED STATES ONLY 
ONCE IN 1981. 


SADDAM HUSSEIN , THE PRESIDENT OF IRAQ, IS DESCRIBED BY T-1 
AS AN EXTREMELY STRONG FIGURE. SADDAM WAS BORN IN OUDJA, 
TIKRIT. HE IS A VERY SERIOUS AND PRIVATE PERSON. HIS 


be 

b7C 

b7D 


RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS FAMILY, IS ON THE WHOLE, GOOD. AS 
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E T 


PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, HE MAINTAINS A DISTANT RELATIONSHIP WITH 



SADDAM HUSSEIN IS A NATIVE OF TIKRIT AND ENJOYS HORSEBACK 
RIDING, HUNTING AND FISHING. SADDAM UTILIZES A PRIVATE 
HELICOPTER IN WHICH TO HUNT BIRDS (USUALLY IN TIKRIT). SADDAM 
HAS A NAGGING BACK PROBLEM AND HAS NO REGULAR PHYSICAL EXERCISE 
SCHEDULE. HE DOES HOWEVER, SCRUPULOUSLY WATCH HIS DIET AND DOES 
NOT DRINK. HE ENJOYS A GOOD HAVANA CIGAR FROM TIME TO TIME. 


HE IS A SUNNI MUSLIM AND IS RELIGIOUS. ALTHOUGH HE 
IS NOT FREQUENTLY SEEN IN THE MOSQUE, HE PRAYS FIVE TIMES DAILY. 










0013 MRI 00769 


PP SIOC 

DE FBINK #0005 0421540 
ZNY SSSSS 
P 111532Z FEB 91 

FM FBI NEWARK (199E-NK-2377) (P) 

TO FBI SIOC/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

SECRET 

CITE: //3510:C-10// 



IRAQI INTELLIGENCE MATTERS; IT-IRAQ; 00: NK. 


SECTION THREE OF THREE 















ALL INFORIIATIOH COHTAIIED 
HEREIl IS ITHCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 


(5lev. 08-28-2000) TiIHERE SHOW! OTHERWISE 




DATE: 05-04-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sali/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OH: 05-04-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 








































listrative: 


[J) 



Asset: 

Date of Contact 
Contacted by: 





































As yet to be determined 


(^) Reliability: 


betaiis: IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 

CAUTION MU^ BE EXERCISED WHEN HANDLING ANY INFORMATION 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE AND NO ACTION TAKEN WHICH COULD 
CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SECURITY OF THE SOURCE. ANY 
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION FROM THE SOURCE MUST BE COORDINATED 
WITH I 1 IF DISSEMINATED, THE MATERIAL MUST BE 

SUITfiBLY PARAPHRASED TO PROTECT THE SOURCE. 














ALL INrOEIIATION COHTAIlffiD 
HEEEIN IS UHCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
TJHEEE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


(Rev. 08-28-2000) 


DATE: 05-04-3011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc bau/sai/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 0.5-04-2036 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


From: 



1-40 

Contact: SA 


Date: 


Approved By; 
Drafted By: | 
Case ID #: Asj) 

«s, I 


Title 


.4^ 


(S) 



iS) 


Synopsis: (a) Results of asset contact. 


Defive^^Frgja-^' G-3 
Declas«i¥v^<to: XI 


Admi“ - —ati.ve: 

f CJ \ .(K)-.. ASSET: 

(Si DATE OF CONTACT: 
/nj - (a) CONTACTED BY; 

' ^ (G) RELIABILITY; 



Has provided reliable 
information in the past 






















Details^ ^ IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXT REME 
CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 


ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 














ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
V/, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 

(Rw. OS-28-200l^'raEKE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


DATE: 05-04-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc bau/sab/isc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OH: 05-04-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 



Date: 



From: 


Squad 1-40 
Contact: SA 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: 


Case ID 


#: ])^) 


Title: (1 


(S) 


SyndpsiST{^) To report asset contact on 



Derivfed^^r< 


: G“3 
i: XI 


Administratiyei -(M r ARE HIGHLY 

) ■ ■sensitive” and reliable sources whose information has been 

^ CORROBORATED IN THE PAST. 



















(Rev. 08-28-2000) 


ALL INFORHATIOIJ COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSiriED EXCEPT 
t.JHERE SHOmj OTHERWISE 




DATE: 05-04-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baTj/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OH: 05-04-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 


Counterterrorism Attn: SSaJ 

Attn; I0S[ 

From: 

1-22 _ 

Contact: SAI 


Approved By: 



bl 

be 

b7C 
b7E 
b / E 



Administrative: 



ASSET:- .. 

CONTACTED: 
CONTACTED BY: 
RELIABILITY: 





1 

Has provided reliabl 


information in the past 


_ Bn^closTireg: One cotw of a fa?cl 

Details: IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE, EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE H2\NDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 














































ALL INFORHATIOI CONTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
(Rev. OS-28-2000) liJHEKE SHOW OTHERWISE 




DATE: 05-04-2011 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc baw/sali/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-04-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Da'te: 



From: 


Squad 1-22 
Contact: Sa[ 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: | 

( 2 ) Case ID # : (V) 


Title: (^) 



Synopsis: 


Results of asset contact 



Jsify 


(S) 


Administrative: 


ASSET: 

DATE OF CONTACT: 
CONTACTED BY: 
RELIABILITY: 



Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


Detairs: cX IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 


ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 























'4 


(Rev. 08-28-2000) 


ALL IHFOPJIATIOH COirTAIIffiD 
HEEEIH IS OTCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHEPE SHOTiJlJ OTHERIJISE 




DATE: 05-04-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc bau/sah/lsc 
REASOH: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-04-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: [ 


I 

From: | | 

1-22 

Contact: SA 



bl 

foe 

b7C 

b7 

lb7 


Approved By: 

* 

Drafted By:| 


dkk 



(U) 



ASSET: 

CONTACTED: 


L 

CONTACTED BY: 


n 

RELIABILITY: 

Has proviciea reiiacie 


information in the past 


Detailsj^ ^ IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 
MUST-BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 
ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 



I 


r;-ti c:? 







































ALL lUFOPJiATION COHTAIMID 
^ < HEEEIIJ IS TJUCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 

'yivcv. Q’X^fJ£P|iJX *^E 



DATE: 05-05-2011 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc baw/sali/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY Oil: OS-OS-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


To: 


Prom: 


Date 


bl 

be 

b7C 
b7D 
b / E 




Title: 









zx:i 


Synopsis: 

(ui 


(^) Report of asset contact. 



rom : G-3 
On: XI 


Administrative: 


sa I I 

Has provided reliable 
infomation in the past 

SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 
CAUTION MOST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 
ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. 

ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 

COORDINATED WITH 

FBI 



1 




^ Source stated that on 28 April 2002, a reception 
was held at the residence of the Ambassador to the Iraqi Mission 


iU) 


ASSET; 
CONTACTED; 

{&) CONTACTED BY: 
rS) RELIABILITY: 


(U) Details: 




) IN VIEW OF THE 





























INFORHATIOIJ COHTAIHED 
IN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
E SHOmj OTHERWISE 


ALL 

HERE 

T.JHER 


IL 

c: 

















































































referendum in question, was the one that took, place in Iraq on or 
about 10/16/2002. The referendum asked the Iraqi people to vote 
whether they wanted to keep Saddam Hussein as their leader for 
another seven years. 




No further information was provided. 



2 




























































t?' tf 













Administrative: 


(U) 


(M ASSET: 
isf CONTACTED: 

(V) CONTACTED BY: 



RELIABILITY: 


Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


Details: (S) IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE, EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 


ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 


(^) Source stated that STEPHEN PELLETIERE of the New 
York Times wrote an op-ed piece clearing SADDAM HUSSEIN of 
assincr the Kurds. I I 
















ALL INFORIIATIOH COHTAIHED 
HEREIU IS miCLASSlFIED EXCEPT 
(Rev. 01-31-2003) IiJHERE SHOIW 0THERIJI3E 


DATE: 0.5-05-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60322 uc baif/sali/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OM: 05-05-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


(£) 

(S) 

( 3 ) 



fc* 6 

hlC 

bin 



(U) 


I 

I 



Administrative; 




ASSET: 

CONTACTED BY: 
DATE OF CONTACT: 
RELIABILITY: 


ri I , 

I I 

Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


Details IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 

CAUTION EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 

ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 
ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 
THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 
COORDINATED WITH FBI I I 


I 


















ALL IHFORMATIOH COITAIIED 

-»• ITMCLASSIFIED EXCEPT DATE: 05-05-2011 

(Rev 01-31-2003) I'lHEHE SHOM OTHERraiSE CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/salVlsc 

EEASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirf OH: OS-OS-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: 
To: 


ROUTINE 


From: 


: [ 


CD 22 

Contact: 


SA 


Date: 


bl 
be 
b7C 
b7D 
b / E 



Title: 


























ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 


















(Rev. 01-31-2003) 


ALL INFORJftTIOIJ COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
I.JHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 




DATE: 05-05-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
FEASON; 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirf OH: 05-05-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date : 


Attn: SaI 


Sauad 11 






E 

TACT 
E OF 
lABI 








ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OP 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINAT ION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 






































(Rev. 01-31-2003) 


ALL IWFOMiATION COHTAIHED 
HEEEIIJ IS OTCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
TaTHEEE SHOTjJH OTHERIOSE 




DATE: 05-05-2011 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc baw/sal/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-05-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


(S) 


(S) 

(S) 


Precedence; ROUTINE 


To: Counterterrorism 


From: 


Date: 

Attn: SSA 

Attn: SSA 





Contact: 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


Case .ID .#.:.(' 


Title 


= . ^ 



Synopsis: To report on asset contact. 

DeriVed-~Fg;^--f'''Tf-3^ 


ify OiTr 


Administrative: 

M) ASSET.:.. 

(^ CONTACTED BY: 

|'TT\ _<S) DATE OF CONTACT: 

^ ^ ObV RELIABILITY: 



Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


Details^ IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE, EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST-BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 
ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 
THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 
COORDINATED wiraraiT I 











































iiLL IHFORHATiUrJ CUHTAIMED 
HEREIH IS UIJCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
liJHERE SHOmj OTHERDJISE 


..I|u|llif< 05-31-2011 

I r If I I 1, CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sa±i/lsc 

REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: OS-31-2036 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence; PRIORITY 

To: FBIHQ 

New York 
Tampa 

From: I I 


Date: 


C-IO/JTTF 

Contact: SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #: r 


Title: HARD THYME; 

AOT-IT; 

00:NEWARK 


Attn: 

Attn: 
Attn: 


NS- 3B. SSA 

j 

1-40, SSAI 
Sq 6, SSAI 


L 

sa[ 

T_ 

1 SA 



( 3 ) 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

Synopsis: Cooperating Witness (CW) reporting, 
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Synopsis: Results of asset contacts. 


(^RET) 


Prom,>^G-3 
Declas^iC^on: XI 


Administrative: 


ASSET-:- 

DATE OF CONTACT: 
CONTACTED BY: 

RELIABILITY: 



Has provided reliable information in 
the past. 


Details : {§.EeI^aLl. IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE, 
EXTREME CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY 


INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED TO THIS SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE 


THAT NO ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVEABLY JEOPARDIZE THE 


SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINA 


INFORMATION SHOULD BE COORDINATED WITH FBI 
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) Asset debriefing 





















has been corroborated in 
the past. 


DUE TO THE SINGULAR NATURE OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, 
EXTHACTT ON OH DT.qSFMT NATTON OF INTELLIGENCE MUST BE COORDINATED 
WITH FBl]r 


Enclosures:This communication contains the following items 
stored in a lA envelooe: 











The asset recalled that 
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Details: IH VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 


ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTSSHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 
















(12/31/1995) 


ALL INFORHATIOU COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
TiJHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


DATE: 05-31-iiiJll 

CLASSIFIED BY 60S24 uc b^TiT/ssIlt/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OM: 05-31-2036 


11.. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 


To: Countert e rrorism 


Counterintelligence 


Date; 


Attn: 

SSA 


lOS 

Attn; 

SSA 

Attn: 

saF 



IT-4 


From: 


Squad 1-22 
Contact: SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By; 
Case ID #: 


|kyb (£) 


Title 





Decla§sify^'©n4__2^ 
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CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY 
INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED TO THESE SOURCES AND 


ABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SECURITY Q 


FURTHEB.DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


ITH THE IF DISSEMINATED, THE MATERIAL MUST BE 


SUITABLY PARAPHRASED TO PROTECT THE SOURCES 
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^/NF) Iraq is considered a threat country under the National 
List. The definition of a threat country is a foreign government or enti 




































--pE) The sources utilized for the information which 

comprise enclosed LHM are characterized by "T" designation and 
are designated as follows: 


-1-,.Tl...is 

2, T2 is 



(sensitive and reliable) 
(sensitive and reliable) 


JjEKDIs) : 
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Synopsis:!^ Interview of captioned subject, request case be 
placed into a closed status and to claim a statistical 
accomplishment. 




Deri^ 


Essify OnT 




T BE EXERCISED WHEN HANDLING ANY 


INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE AND NO ACTION TAKEN WHICH 


COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SECURITY OF THE SOURCE. 


ON FROM THE SOURCE MUST BE COORDINATED 


WITH THE I_I IF DISSEMINATED, THE MATERIAL MUST BE 


SUITABLY PARAPHRASED TO PROTECT THE SOURCE 


and-reliable source w 


(extremely sensitive 
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Sy nopsis; Resu lts of an interview with ] _ 

on I ‘ ' I request to place case in closed status 

to Claim a statistical accomplishment. 




current ly resides at 
date of birth 
















































ASSET: 

DATE OF CONTACT; 
CONTACTED BY: 

RELIABILITY: 



Has provided reliable 
information in the past 


Details: IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVTY OF THE SOURCE 

EXTREME CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY 


INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE 


THAT NO ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVEABLY JEOPARDIZE THE 


SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINA 


INFORMATION SHOULD BE COORDINATED WITH FBI 
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Results of asset contact 


Docla:^^f\ 


Adiainisferative; (Ml ASSET: | I 

DATE OF CONTACT: ! -1- 

CONTACTED BY: SA 

sa|_ 

RELIABILITY: Has provided reliable 

information in the 
past. 

Details:(V) IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SOURCE. EXTREME 
CAUTION must'BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDLING OF ANY INFORMATION 



ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE. RECIPIENTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT NO 


ACTION IS TAKEN WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SOURCE OF 


THIS INFORMATION. ANY DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION MUST BE 


COORDINATED WITH FBI 



















Ob) The source stated that SADDAM HUSSEIN recently 
made a speech calling for a Holy Jihad against the US including 
all Zionists and the US administration. HUSSEIN also told the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister to tell the U nited Nations (UN) that he 
will offer. money .to poor Americans.- J 












source that one could only imagine how embarrassing it would be 
to the US if Iraq was to actually send money to Americans. The 
source added that the ON refused HUSSEIN'S offer. The source 
also commented that any group in Iraq or abroad could take 
HUSSEIN'S statements for a Holy Jihad literally and proceed to 
carry out a destructive plan. The source believed that a group 
would anticipate being regarded as heroes by HUSSEIN. 
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SA 


Reliability has yet to be determined 


WARNING: IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF 


EXTREME 

CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED IN THE HANDL 

im AHV IMI 

Formation 


ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE AND NO ACTION TAKEN WHICH COULD 
CONCEIVABLY JEOPARDIZE THE SECURITY OF THE SOURCE. FURTHER 
DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION REQUIRES THE APPROVAL OF THE 


i f I ^SOUAD 1-40. IF D^ 


DTRfiF.MTNATRn - THE MATERIAL MUST BE SUITABLY 
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PARAPHRASED TO PROTEC 
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Details -7^^ Qn l I source was debriefed by I 

I I Spe^al Advisor to the Assistant Secre tary of State for 

Near Eastern Affairs, U.S. Department of State, | | 

and the writer at an undisclosed location. 














ALL INFOPJCATIOH COHTAIIJED 
HEEEIIJ IS unclassified EXCEPT 
( 12 / 31 / 1995 ) TilHEEE SHOWI OTHERWISE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DATE: 06-01-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sati/lac 
REASOIJ: 1.4 (C, D) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 06-01-2036 




















( 12 / 31 / 1995 ) 


ALL INFOFUATION COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UHCLASSiriED EXCEPT 

taiheee shoot otherwise 


DATE: 06-01-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc batj/sali/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OH: 06-01-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


From: 



1-40 

Contact: SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: [ 


Case ID #: 


Title 


= (X) 


Date: 




I - -__ 

Synopsis: Suniraary of asset reporting. 


Enclosnres; 


Source provided materials from 


Details: 
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ASSET,; _ 

CONTACT DATE 
CONTACTED BY 
RELIABILITY: 



Has provided reliable information. 

















_(s) The purpose of the conference was to discuss "Iraq 

After Sadaatv Hussein, 2020." The conference invited various 
scientists to discuss rebuilding Iraq after Hussein's regime 
fell. There were people invited from the fields of economy, 
agriculture, education, and engineering. They were concerned 
with recruiting people of higher education who had left Iraq 
because of Saddam to return after his fall. 

. . W another meeting of the INA/INC in New 

York City during the last week of September. Secretary of State 
Madiliene Albright addressed a coalition of the Iraqi 
Oppositionists. 


) The source provided materials 
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IDENTITY) , DOB: _ 

Account Number: 
Immiaration and Nature 


_ |( PROTECT 

_POB: I I Social Security 

] U.s' Department o£ Justice 
Ton Alien Registratio n Number: 

intervie wed 

in the vicinity of | ~ | was 

advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature 
of the interview. He provided the following information: 

















By NILES lATH^;n D;C - 
■and URl DAN in Jerusalem 
U'.S.- arid-Israeli policy'; 
meters believe Islamic • 
terror chief Osama bin' 
Laden has fl^ his moun¬ 
tain base canip in Afghan¬ 
istan! • and gone under¬ 
ground to', launch new 
attacks on American tar¬ 
gets. 

The fanatic Saudi bil¬ 
lionaire left his camp in 
the Kandahar region of 
Afghanistan last week 
and is believed to have 
moved north, to a more re¬ 
mote, region and may- be 
- preparing - to leave the 
country ^together. 

.’ ■ Bin Laden, who has his 


o^TO' personal'jet, is; said-, 

■ to be .travelihig with’ Ws ■ 
four 'Wives and ■ his milir. 
tafy’ cbminaiiders. '.HiS ; 
..possible destinations in¬ 
clude Ch^hnya and So¬ 
malia', where he has ex¬ 
tensive ties-with Islamic 
militias that coi^provide 
a safehaveii.^^ 
SaddamoH^^in _h^ 
also*riSer5?ninia^um in 
Iraq. 

Reports from the Tali- 
■b^, the Islamic militia 
that controls much of Af¬ 
ghanistan, that bin Laden 
•disappeared because he 
had a falling out with his- 
hosts are being dismissed 
by tf.S.'ofticials as “disin- 


fonBati'Qn.'”;.,'V ■ . 

..-“We' believe . that he is 
cooking up'xSOmethirig'big. 
and she.’ didift want the. 
Taliban; ■■ ^th -whom he 
has very.good relatiori’s, to 
pay the price of American 
retaliation,” said. Yousef 
Bodansky, staff director of 
the House Task Force on 
Terrorism. ■ • ' . 

Although .the U.S.-, m - 
the six months since the 
bombings, of the U.S. em¬ 
bassies in Kenya and Tan¬ 
zania, has put tremen¬ 
dous pressure on his- 
organization, the. Clinton 
admiriistration ■ believes 
that much of bin Laden s 

SeeBINtRDENonPcfge24' 
,.*J’ 1 ‘'='‘ •'•s* '" 



OSAMA OIN LADEN 

“Something big” co'dking. 
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U^:litMJilen 


BW|iDfflj^roPa^e2 • 
worldwide . infrastructure re¬ 
mains intact and ready to 
strike 

.“There is not ^the •. slightest 
doubt that Osama bin Laden 
and his worldwide allies ■ arid 
sympathizers are planning 
ther attacks- against us,” 
Director . George.- Tenet wam^ 
Congress, earlier .this' month.- I 
mu^, tell youj'that one or more 
;pf'--bjn^'^d^’S\-attec^:, cpuld 
occur'ktrarijit™e',’ -.V . I 
■;:-'':^ot%t.--!UiS;^;.''bbi^ 
iBm'’Sp^ali^t 

■‘'«r^ maX M a « 1 CTtnp mm. 


.cameVlO 'adysysafti^^-'.iAj^iB^t 

•'TTrSfii*" 


r--ahd;.a^ana^-p|^ ithey ...expel 
- tHe feeiTOijstfleader.iSO.-'li^cpuld 

■■s^!jvtfi^^^|■;^^e^^ork.:|orthe 

-iBast’ .-JAd‘ricdlJerhl>?^'.':t».J^P,^ 


Tallb 


auh^feji65vr mis. 
preveatitfeBf®w^^.^SttlfikS .or in 
etgliafibH i^ fieHrpti , ..,,, 

: Last-^eJrfwSajr^dif^fe .wake 
timimsahoeariance 


summon 


■f.^,jthfrijfezp,:i-l6lgi3;^-j^hicii^is.. 

; ^h^^ Ftli;3>tit ■ hot p'ait; '.of tlie- 
;ralii)an:-'■ .• V.' •.•:■- . . g,; 
. think -it’sVriot .a’ secret that 
t>in,^den continuesjto-,threaten 
^ericahs,' Amencan-§:iviUans, 
^eripian'' -.interests' .' and 

thei-^orehis pte^nce-anywhere 
put in the h^nds -bf justice is uh- 
icceptabler :tb; thie .'iU;S; .said 
state :jDepart,m^ht. .-ppokesrnan 
Janiea.Foley-..T. ■ ■;. ..■; 
'The'.-.-.;massiye\,,u;iSl ^effort' .to 
neutralize. binv.'ljadbh..isirice the 


i 


uced mixed .results/say terror' 
sm-exports, ' " " ■■ ■■ 

^■il4Tdo2:,ens oCbin.L^ opr 
rhtivejl: Have .beeh-jan-est^ , 
bS.-pfBcials note tjiatjthey may 
e-:orily-Scratchihg the surface of 
massive world-wide crusade of 
jrrbr.- - - ' 

Intelligence experts say that 
nost-of the bin .Laden opera- 
dye's .-who . havp.-beep .arresti^ 

're "fobtabldiers todjmessen^f 
'ys”'for the hbtw’orlt^f 
ar veterans knowri i£$ 

“The inher‘,.ci.rcle'.'reii<{mSTh- 
ad;,t.s.aidBodansky<!^i- 
•.-L'asf 'mbhth’s^rrest in India of 


iaybd Abu Irasir with 2 .kilo- 


Itjatib'fisVi'tb'WSsliiriig&n 


:-area,'-m 
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Date of transcription 06/19/2007 

Individual, who is in a position to testify, provided the 
followinq information: 


investigation on 

File # 315N-NY-293738 


Date dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is tlie property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FIG Supervisors 
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Field Reports Officers 
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Contact: [ 

Approved By: 
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Drafted By: [ 

Case ID # : (^) 


Ni 

C 13Q.&S1 
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315-HQ-C1275509-282 


Title: 




Reference.! .(s) 66F-HQ-A1433808-E Serial 94 

(U) A 


SEC 


iFORN 










To: All Field Offices From: Counterterrorism 
Re-:-- 315-HQ-C1275509-282, 12/29/2006 


Administrative: These ad-hoc intellig 


_I This EC 

National Security Law Branch Attorne^^ 




lana reievan 


laisil 


standing requirements.These ad-hoc intelligence requirements 
will remain in effect for 90 days. 

Sion (CTD) I I 

reouests that all 


Background: (^//NF) On November 5, 2006, former Iraqi President 

Saddam Hussein was found guilty of crimes against humanity and 
sentenced to death by hanging. Saddam Hussein, a Sunni Muslim, 
was convicted for the killing of 148 men and youths in the 
predominantly Shia town of Dujail, Iraq, in 1982 in retaliation 
for an assassination attempt against his life. Saddam Hussein's 
half brother Barzan Al-Tikriti and former Chief Judge Awad Hamed 
A1-Bandar were also sentenced to death. Former Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan received a sentence of life imprisonment. 

Two other senior Ba'ath Party officials, Abdullah Kadhem Ruaid 
and Abdullah Rawed Mizher, were found guilty and each sentenced 
to fifteen years in prison. Ba'ath Party official Muhammad Azawi 
Ali was acquitted of all charges. 

(V//NF) As of 29 December 2006, the exact date of Saddam 
Hussein’s execution remains unknown. 


Intelligence Target 

















1 Field Offices From: Counterterrorism 
) 315-HQ-C1275509-282, 12/29/2006 


Recortina and Recruests for Assistance 


(U) Any potential threat information developed relative to these 
requirements, and not listed under the Urgent Report Guidelines 
on the Strategic Information and Ooerations Center (SIOC) website 








Threat information that IS listed under SIOC's Urgen 
Report Guidelines should be disseminated via the instructions 
located on SIOC's website. 

(U) Responses should be prepared in electronic 
communication (EC) fomat and submitted to the appropriate 
investigative and analytical units in the Counterterrorism 
Division (CTD). In addition, responses should also be prepared in 
Intelligence Information Report (HR) format by the Field 
Intel 1 i.aence Groups (FIG) and submitted to the Counterterrorism 
Division, I I via 

FIDS. When resnondina to this require ment set, nlease no te the 
identifier following each requirement r P I 

(U) Information developed from these collection 
requirements (including threats) and requests for assistance 
should be forwarded by email or phone to each of the following 
units: 
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E MATTERS 


To provide ad ditional i nformation regardingL 
to assist in i l upcomiug interview of 

Due to the belo w described details, I I requests 
be interviewed at| , 
nd,. in -the pre seno^ 

re all pertinent national securicy issues involving 


Derive 


Ify On 


Reference 
































































■ ()^) For 1 nfn rmat-.i on of rf^oe Ivina offices, and as 
detailed above, all of | I state ments are hearsay, 

is awaiting to be contacted i | at 

telephon e number (•prev iously provided to 

conduct the int 
in the presence 




II 


be intervi 


IS willing to travel outside of 
eemed necessary. 
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Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Counterterrorism 


International Operations 


Attn: 



Leq at 

SSA I I 

Squad 17A 
IT 


3 ) 


ff) 


From; 


■^ST^ad T-3 
Contact: |_ 


Approved By: 


(S) 


Drafted By: Q 
Case ID #: m 

Title: A) 


odd 


Synopsis: FBI Miami received uncorroborated information 

from an individual whose reliability is undetermined. This 
information is that I I 


TPaOT TWTFT.T.XriFMpF MATTERS 
















ALL INFOPJIATION COHTAIJIED 
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DATE: 05-23-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFF ON: 05-23-2036 I 


NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indices; S Negative D See below 


Subject's name and aliases 

JABER A. ELBANEH; 
AYMAN AL-ZAWAHIRI; 
UBAI^A BIN LADEN; 
SADAM HUSSEIN; 


(S) 



Address of Subject 


g S. Age Q Female 


D I Sears, marks and other data 


Emnlovcr 


Character of case 

265-T-4 


Complainant □ Protect Source 


Complaint received 


Personal Q Telephonic Date 6/3 0/03 _Time 10:30 ao 


Complainant's address and telephone number 


Complainant's DOB 


12/11/44 


Complexion 


Male 


Birth date and birth place 


Social Security Number 


Telephone 


Vehicle Description 


Facts of Complaint 




Complainant, 
ion relative 



Do not write in this space. 


Jomplaint received by) 


BLOCK STAMP 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence ; IMMEDIATE 


Date: 07/06/2Q02 


Tot Director 
WFO 

Los Angeles 

Canberra 

Miami 


Attn: 



Executive AD 
CT Unit Chief 
SAC 
SAC 


SAC He ctor M. Pesauera 

A/AS ACI 

ASACI 


From; Miami. 

NS-G 
Contact: 


Approved By; 
Drafted By: 




( 2 ) Case ID # : 

' ^ (S) 

Title: (S) F 


ACT - IT 


Pending J 



AKA; 





(163A-MM-2324) 











07/06/2002 


Synopsis: To O S: A a captioned' 
results of investigation conducted t' 
appropriate leads. 


DeSir 

Deo^ 


rSXfy 


matter, to provide 
, and to set 


Administrative:(M) Reference Los Angeles EC to 
Counterterrorism dnd Miami, dated July 03, 2002; Miami EC to 
Counterterrorism and receiving offices, dated July 02, 2002;'and 
Canberra EC to Counterterrorism and receiving offices, dated July 
02 , 2002 . 

Details; Per the refe^renced EC from Leaat Canberra 

was provided that captioned subject 
date of birth! I reported!- 




(a) Investigation conducted by the Miami FBI 


The above 

information was provided to the INS Miami and the FBI Los Angeles 
Division and on July 02, 2002, at the req uest of Miami, agents 


Sil 




and denied any relationship to President 


SADDAM HUSSEIN. 


was interviewed b 


ISKTill 


interviewing agents and stated that 






















the following information: 


voluntarily provided 


emohaticallv exoressed that 



Investigation on 01 / Q2 / Q2 at Miami, Florida 


163A-CN-2324 



Date dictated 07/04/02 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription 07/lO / 2002 


[ 


] date of birth 


wa^ advised of the identities of the interviewing agents ana or 
nature of the inte rview. He then provided the following 
information at the| 


^he 


] 


1 home address is[ 


land his Ijpme telephone number is 


leather, currently lives in 


- 

_inome ceieonone numner is 

”1 Iwlnp-rp hp live.ql 

p 

married tol 

_T 


IS 


Imother, date of birthl 

1 lives withi I 


1 Hcan be ^, 7 ,. 

contacted at home telephone numter | 

1- 

1 

_L 



_Jreiterated that he has never been approached by 

anyone in the Iraqi Government, to inc lude bo th Iraqi military and 
intelligence officials. Additionally,L I has no known 


acquaintances who are Iraqi intelligence officials or are 
associated with any Iraqi intelligence officials. | l indicated 

that in the future, should he ever encounter any problems wltJi the^^ 
Iraqi Government, he would defi nitely con tact the annrop-riatd 


(S) 


Investigation on 07/05/2002 


bl 

b6 

b7C 

b3 


by 


4 _ 

-CN-2324 Date dictated 07/10/2002 

SJ 


BLM:blm 

-— ; j -^-t-t: -—^^ rr ^ r 


This document contains neitlier recommendations nor conclusi&l 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agehcw 




!<&¥l It is the property of the. FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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To: Counterterrorism 


Date: lQ/08/2002 


Attn: 


1 1 


*T7r1 

1 

ssH 


Legat 



From: 


"S^ad NS- 
Contact: 



bl 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 

b7E 

lb3 
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S^JC^IT DECLASSIFY OIJ: 05-1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 

To: Counterterrorism 


Squad NS- 

Contact: 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: 
Case ID 


Title: ^ 

(S) [ 


[ZI 

i. 

) 

1 _ 


Date: lQ/28/2002 


Attn: 


UCL, 

ssa I 

lOU-l, uc 




ET AL 


CE MATTERS 


[U) Synopsi®^W previous administrative c 

Miami, London is requested to have 
conduct a second interview of I 




Reference: 


Administrative: (V) ReP 

offices, dated October 2i7 



to 


1^ 

|ec 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Counterterrorism 


Attn: 




Date: 01/07/2003 

I 


SAP 
Sqiiau 


Miami 

From: Miami 

Squad T-3, 
Contact: 


I 


(u: ■ 

(U) 

(U) 


Approved By: | 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #: f 


: cdd 


199E-MM-C101114 (Pending) 

i Pending) 


Title; 


C10\M + 


(U| 


2002 CONFLICT WITH IRAQ - MIAMI; 
IT - IRAQ 
. DARKENING CLOUDS; 

IT - IRAQ 


Synopsis : (e) To provide info rmation to De troit regarding 


be 

b7A 

b7C 

lb7D 

lb3 


]fl?ho possibly resides in 


Division. 


(S) 


(U) 



SES^T 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 

Tp: Counterterrorism Attn: 


From 


: [ 


Contact: 


SA [ 


JTfF/SA[ 


Date: Q3/14/2003 


SSA 

SSA 

lOS 


(U) 

( 0 ) 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: 



Case ID # 

Title 




M 199E-MM-C101114 

I —I 

2003 CONFLICT WITH 
IT - IRAQ 


(Pending) 

(Pending) 

IRAQ-MIAMI; 


CVOUlMr 

Ser. 


bi 

be 

b7A 



DARKENING CLOUDS; 
IT-IRAQ 


(U) 


(U) 


Synopsis: /^) 

X 


To report results of Asset debriefing, 
lied By: 
jify On: 


JTTF/Miami 

l,.5(c) 

XI 


hereinafter 

mi> aag laroyw&tion, some of 


( S ) Details: (X) On’_ 

referred to as As^ec;. 

which has been corroborated, met with Sa [ 

I of theI L loint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) 

I and provided the following information: 


and SA ^ 


I a member 


Note that elements of the information contained herein 
are singular in nature and their disclosure will compromise the 
source of this information. 
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DATE 05-24-2011 BY 60324 uc batf/sali/lsc 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03 /24 /20Q3 


On March 7 q. 7002 . I _| date of birth | | 

lace of birth I Social Security Account Number 

I home address I I 

home telephone number | I cellular telephone 

I ^ was interviewed, in his home. Also present 

ntit thR ent ire course of the interview were Special Agent 
I from the Imm igration and Natura lization 
(INS) and Special Agent p* ""I from United States 

(use) . After being advised of the identities of the 
ng Agents as well as the nature of the interview, 
provided the following information: 


number 


Service 

Customs 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and' its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 









199E-MM-C101114, 


Conlinualion of FD-302 of 


.On Q3/2Q/2QQ3 . Page 


interests. 


denies having any foreign property or business 


I [ has never been associa ted with th e BAATH or any 
other political parties. When questioned, ! I described the' 
BAATH party as Hussein's personal political party. 


denies ever having been in Tikrit, Iraq. 


I I did not have any evident tattoos or other 

physical deformities. 


I { does not have a current passport. 

When asked about the current war in Iraq; ^~ ^ 

stated he ho ped Hussein and his followers would be ousted 
permanently. I {believed this would be best for all of the 

Iraqi people. I I 


_I described Hussein as a master of propaganda. 

I also stated the people of Iraq live in constant fear of 
Hussein and his regime. 


I l is willing to speak to Agents of the government 

at any time and encouraged us to recontact him if necessary. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 




Derive 
Dec! 


03/26/2003 


{U) On March 21, 2003,| ' I r3;=ii-g nf h-irt-h 

I ,1 Social Security Account Numiperl_I was 

interviewed at I I 

I I Also present th roughout the 

entire course of the interview were Special Agent P 
from the Immigration and Naturalization Service(INS) and Special 
AgentI [from United States Customs. After being 

adviced of the identities of the interviewing Agents as well as the 
nature of the i nterview, and after having Special Agent(SA) 

I ~~\ read the FD-39 5 Advice of Ri ghts Form'i n its 

entirety and having ! [ sign this fQrm, ^ ^ provided the 

following information: 


(U) 


[ 


(p) r 


approximately^ 


Iwas born in 


has 


lived in[ 









Investigation on 03/21/2003 

at 1 


1 

TiIc#-iV) 199E-MM-rC101114, 1 


Idictated 03/26/2003 

"TY-^ 

by SA| 


__ 
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^ 3 ^ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03/31/2003 


Declae^x^ 


Sm: G-3 
JDn: XI 


(U) On 03/27/2003 J | feelephonically 

contacted the writer at the Miami Headquarters Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. After being advised of th e identity of 
interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, I 

provided the following information: 




he never had direct contact with Saddam 



telephonically) 


Date dictated 03/31/2003 





This document contains neithci: recommendations nor conclusions of tiie FBI. It is the proper! 
it and its contents are jipt to ,be distributed outside your, agency. 

y of the FB 

I and is loaned to your agency; 
































agreed, to re-contact at the writer discretion. 
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-HK- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03 /24 /2QQ3 


De^±ve{i,Fr9ia+'''G^ 
Decla^«±5^^~Oii: XI 


(U) I 

home address I 
]horae telephone n umb^ 
's license number I 


date of birth I 

State of I 
lemploved as*^ 


I I work telephone number | l ^s 

advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and of the nature 
of the interview. He then provided the following information at 
his work address: 


to Special Agent {SaTL 
during his January 29, 


insisted tha t he ra; 

I and SA 
)3 interview. 



(U) I [ stated he had no relatives who were 

formerly Iraqi scientists who worked on Iraqi P resident SADD AM 
HUSSEIN'S weapons of mass destruction programs. I I 

emphasized he had no relatives who currently reside in Switzerland 
or Sweden. 

(U) _stated he is not a current or former 

1 ri na-n-h in any international heroin distribution network. 

explained that he could not possibly be involved in an 
IK^syhaf lgnal heroi n distribution network because he does not use 
heroin. 


maintained that he knows nobody who was ever arrested and 
successfully prosecuted for distributing heroin. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are pot to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DECLASSIFY OH: 05-24-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/10/2002 


also known as (aka) 


ewed atl_^_| ny Bpecial Agent 

I FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

saI In aval criminal investigative service 

[ provided Arabic/English translation, 
voluntarily provided the following information: 


Investigation on 10/10/2002 


NCIS SA 


Date dictated 10/10/2002 
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DATE: 05-24-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sali/lsc 
REASON; 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-24-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10 /25 /2002 


also known as 



was inuerviewea a 
Present for the interview were SA| 
Investigative Service (NCIS), and 
Bureau of Investigation, (fbt). P" 
Arabic/English translation, 
following information: 


_ I Naval criminal: 

n I Federal 

I provided 

Ivoluntarily provided the 



oe one nexr "Arao 

Emperor". HUSSEIN wants to be the leader who revives Babylonian 
culture (an infidel culture) and applies it to all Muslims. HUSSEIN 
uses the Baath Party and western technology in order to secure 


Investigation on 10/23/2002 



Date dictated 10/23/2002 
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I 


t "r 



greater power in the region J [ believes that if HUSSEIN were 

deposed, Iraq would "break up". 

I n believ es HUSSE IN spends more than 70-80% of Iraq's 

wealth on the military. | [stated HUSSEIN unsuccessfully- 

attempted to separate religion from politics within the country. He 
held summits with competing parties and other Arab nations in order 
to cement his hold on power. 


I \ was asked to compare HUSSEIN's ideas for the Arab Ib7c 

world with those of USA MA BIN LjU OEN, but he refused to do so. When 
the comparison was made, r [ stated BIN LADEN'S views on Iraq 

and HUSS EIN are best represented in the USS Cole video, which he 
created. ) [ refused to answer any questions concerning his 

opinion on the matter, but admitted BIN LADEN wanted the specific 
footage of htt ssetn an d his treatment of children in Iraq, included 
in the video. T I believes the message of the USS Cole video is 

very clear and the subsequent reaction of the world is a political, 
military, and religious victory for Islam. 



SEpftET 
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DECLASSIF/ OH: OS-24-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 11/15/2002 


interviewed on November 14, 2002, at| _ 

I The interview was conducted by special Agent i^a; I 

I Fed eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI), SA I I 

I Nav al Criminal I nvestigative Service (NCIS), and 
Contract Lincfuist I I The interview was conducted in 

Arabic. I ^ provided the following information: 


Investigation on 11/14/2002 


Date dictated 11/14/2002 




Ti 
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said everyone knew that Saddam Hussein was selling a 


lot of oil and that 70-80% of the profits were going towa rds 
building weapons, instead of going back into the economy. I 
does not have any direct knowledge of any weapons of mass 
destruction. All he knows is what he saw on the news. 
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DECLASSIFY OH: OS-24-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 08/01/2002 


interview -at 


I was contacted for 
I by Special Agents 
Federal Bureau of Investiaation 


(FBI). Add itionally, Technical Sergeant (T/Sgt) I I 

l U.S. Air Force Language Specialist, was present for the 
duration of the interview and provided Arabic-English translation. 


miiaaawMaii 


reacene 


| 1994 which was the same yea r that SADDAM 
o invade Kuwait a second time 


Investigation on 07/31/2002 


Date dictated 08/01/2002 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 07/07/2002 


on 07/07/2002 at | _ 

was conducted by SA I 
Investigation, Language Specialist | 
and another U.S. qovernment officia 


approximately 1020 hours. | 
information: 




was interviewed 
The interview 
ureau of 

Farsi translator 


I The interview began at 
provided the following 
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FEDERAL BUREAD OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 09/04/20 03 


On September 4, 2003, 


was interviewed at _ 

i^Special Agents (SA) _ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. *] 
English and some Arabic, Linguist] 
this interview for translation. 


was conducted in 
was present during 


The purpose of this interview was to ascertain 
infomation on I 

initially sho wn a ph oto line-up consisting of seven (7) ' 

hotoaraph of 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/24 /2 0 02 




date of birtni_i piace o 


was interviewed at | _| 

Also present during the interview was Special 
Agent (SA) | | Air Force Office of Special Investigations 

(AFOSI). After being advised of the ide ntity of th e interviewing 
Agents and the purpose of the interview, provided the 

following information: 


Investigation on 10/24/2002 


Date dictated 10/24/2002 
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Precedence : ROUTINE 

To: National Security 

From: 

— 

Contact: SA| 

Approved By: | 

Drafted By: 


Date; 



Attn: 

Attn: 


NS- 2B, IQS 
SSA I 


(S) 


J Case ID # : 

(U) Title: IRAQI INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 



Synopsis: 

provided b; 



ovide FBIHQ with copies of documents 

[for review and dissemination as appropriate. 


Deriv^ From^^-'^S 
Reason'X'^: 1.5c 


DecJ-an^sify Oits.^1 


) 

_provided by 


{ 

prepared by tne t\ 

bi, as ' 


ed for FBIHQ are copies of documents 
land an English summary translation 


communication. 
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3a flsa MunnuoHa nonnapoB» 


JOpiiii KOBAJIEHKO. <iM3i)cc-n'«'> 


OTCVHTaHHwe CaAiWMOM XyceviHOM asa uwm^cui aoflnapoa npeAonpfifle- 
(iHnu no6eAy Sarnaaa nan MocxboS, cyMeaujef^ nacKpecm ecero wwvimom -aa* 
aeniiix'-. a taoKB hop opytwMH ropooswH-npereH/iet^taMM ~ Baxy m McMpeaneM. 

WRAasjwO M36pa>iHbifi nBeSMACHT fate KawcxoMy, ctaijiiJe.My aMSpH' 


cDUCA Kupcaw V!/ix3mxmhob notpsc 
Mvipaey'o o6wec78SHK0CTij, octawo- 

8M8 C80S BwCop Ha upaKCXOH CTOnvt- 

us B xat^acTse wecta npoDeaewMa 
’xeMriHOHata MHpa no tuax- 
varaM wexyiy <i4.pe7HMM AHatonneM 
KapooowM H raroii XaMcxMW, 21 ran. 

Ma'tx flopxen HaMatbcit a Meixny- 
wapoAxbiCi ABHb aamixTbi Aetefl 1 wo- 
Ho 8 5arfl3ACXoCi ractwHue *3nh-Pa' ■ 
inviA*, cocTOPTb M3 20 napTMS M npo- 
ACAxatbcs us 6oAee 40 flHeCi, Hep- 
Bbifi xoA KOHSM, nooSeman npeaM- 
AS' 't B seMnwoHaTe cAs/iaet 

ca*.» CaAAaw Xyce^^H, xoropbid a 
AiiribHeMuieiM crancT ADuratb neuixa- 
MM. a He TSHKawH. 

6 cbok; O'lepoAb uiaxMaTMcru no~ 

cyflH/iM oTAatb H3 nn*i309oro (^ohas 
500 Tb'cnn na pexapciaa MpaxcxnM 
AC'*'v DAnao, ’ noxoxe. mto'mm 

fpOCf.MOMCTBpbl, mm ACTM 3TMX ACMet 

MC nooynaT no toPi npocTow npnvMMe, 
WTO rocyAapCTiicKMbiii AenaptaMSHT 
CUIA sanpsTwn ypoxsMuy Ch6mph 


caHcxMM rpaxoaMHHOM. yvacTBOsatb 
9 3 T 0 M MaTve. OcMOBawMe towy — 1 x 3 
Mpax pacnpocrpaHBioTCfl caMxmivi 
OOH, npasBa, <33HQ£ « npereHAetow 
MS MeMnHOHCKoe'swHMe we ocraa/iH- 
nr HaAexflW Ha to, ‘n-o rocASn otmc* 
HMT cBofi aepAHXT, Tew He MBwee 

6oAbujMHCTB0 o6o3pe0aTefle(i yCex- 
ASHO a o6paTHOM. 

SaasM xe,' cnpau/MBaeTcs, K^p- 
caHy M/ixxwtuHOBy Hano Sburo coasp*' 
ujaTb Tamff xop, xoropwR cpaay pac- 
neavtAM xax npoaaxauMOHMbifl? Tew 
cawbfM tPUflE ao rnaae co cbomm 
npe3MA0WTCM, HMUjeT tbpaHuyacxafl 

npecca, npoAAAa pyuiy Abfao^y aa 2 
WMAAMOHa. 

npeanAeMT Ka/iMbixMn na npecc' 
KOH<55epeHUMM BflapHXe, HaAOMH'Mti, 
Mto rpaxManx noBanfiMCb fi apaficxHX 
cTpawax, 'yTBepAAan, vro axb'HoblMHE- 
cksh OnoxaAa OOH na pacnpoctpa* 
HflSTCfi Ha 3Ty 6naropoAHyK) nrpy. xo' 
Topao BDABeTCB -“nocnoM ■ MMpa-. 
LUaxMatbi, o" xrypnaAMCT08. 


ywar Aofipote, MMpy. cnocoScTayoT 
yperynMpoBaMMio xoHfbAMKTOB 33 ao- 
CKoS H np(w„ M npoH. 

"KHpcaM HHxoAaeBMw b 6eceAe c 
’xypHAnMCTawM xasahcxpobho noae- 
AB/t H 0 TOM, xax ero npwMMMan wpax- 
cxMM AecnoT HscxoAbxo AHefl cnycTB 
nocne pacnpasbi hba cbommm poacT' 
BSHHHXaMM. CpBAM xaaHBHHblX 6bin 
■CaAHaM KaMsnb. xoroporo caw 
I4 jiiomx(Mhob HaSbtBaBT cbomm npyroM 
• H KOTOpyM HCAABHO OaaHBBAMBaACH 
B BTO peSHASHUMM. 

" BasBUJMM cnoBo xa Tad xa npecc- 
xoH4>epeHUMH AHaTOiMB Kapnoa 603 - 
AOXMA BMHy 33 PBSBaA maXMaTHOro 
ABtixsHvin Ha (SbiBuiero MHoroAstHe- 

ro AHASpa tUMflE^-KawnowaHeca m 
noAHBpKHyn, iffo crapan OKOE ywep- 
Aa, Hto xe xacaerca Tappvf KAcnapo- 
sa, TO /Hero, no MMeHno’AHaTOAHn 
' EareHbesMHa, ocraeTca caubiii no> 
•cneAHMM uiawc aepHyrbCR b aoho 

«nas. 

'HaKOHeu, UnawxHHOs coo6mt4A. 
HTO-OH'coeMpaeTOfl 8 cxopoM BpsMe- 
HH OTXpWTb caoe nOCOAbCTBO B riapM- 
'.xa’.'i'VoTopwCi;’ xfcfaHi, b 1814 roAV. 
no ero cnoBaw, nepabiwH Ha oepOnxj- 
AAx a cocraoe uapcxod apMMM eo- 

UlAM KarMblXM. 

nAPH,>K. 


'iToOb! ofibirpaTb Ceprsfl BySKV, 
cEineoiiiiK HasBan cofiaHKy 
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stated that he has never been interviewed or 
centacted bv the Iraoui. Yemeni. -Soviet, or Polish rntellieence 
Services. I | or 

received pressure froi 9 "any :cbMntr-|- for extraordinary coopera- 
tien. He stated that he iS lno|ii h4|e on any type of hidden agenda 
and assert 
interview. 
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Resident Agency, and Special Agent in Charge (SAC) MARC T. ZEIDER, 
United States Army Tnt |lliCTence. 902nd Military Intelligence Group, 
Fort Benning, Georcria. I I was advised of the interviewing 

agents' identity via the e xhibition of their FBI and Military 
Intelligence credentials. I ~l was advised of the purpose and 

nature of the interview and specifically advised that this 
interview wa s totally v oluntary, and he was not .suspected of any 
wrong-doing. | | noted he would cooperate and thereafter 

voluntarily advisea as follows: 
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JiLL I]|JFORrIft,TIOH COirTAINED 
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DATE 05-20-2011 Ft 60324 uc bawysali/lsc 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 12 718 /2QQ7 


he i: 



the ' 
and 


I in accordance with 
I was interviewed at 

conducted at the xeauest 


due to ir 


who had to leave after a short time 
Also present were Assistant United States 

Inter viewing Agents were'S A 
and TFO I L 





■ 'There are two previous JU^s wrincen 


I I started with | [ wanting to explain 

or clarify several previously addressed topics which are detailed 
below: 



Investigation on 



by TF' 
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has toppled. | [ cited this skepticism and unwillingness to 

provide cooperation as being based upon the above situation that 
occurred in 1991 with the Kurds. 


I I was specifically asked if he had ever been 

recruited by Iraqi intellig ence agent s while in the United States 
to -provid e information, and I l answered in the negative. 

[noted that at no time has he ever been contacted by any 
nerson^n o asked him to do anything that was illegal or improper. 

[was cautioned by the interviewing agents to reflect upon 
his answer, noting that he should take a moment to review his 
memory, as this was a qnp.fl tion that included the entire time frame 
from 1989 to the present. | [ reflected and noted that he has 

never been contacted by anyone whom he believed to be an Iraqi 
intelligence agent or any person, who has ever asked him to provide 
information, identification of individuals, telephone numbers, or 
other contacts of any person within the United States or in Iraq, 
in an effort to assist the SADDAM HUSSEIN regime. 



I Inote d he would cooperate fully with [ [ 

United States Army, and the FBI, and provide 
any and all assistance necessary to assist in the removal of SADDAM 
HUSSEIN'S regime. 

SA [ [inquired of[ [if he had ever suffered 

any discrimination or persecution at a ny time in the United States 
and specifically, in the recent past. I I noted that he had 

not. and found almost all Americans to be friendly and easy-going. 

Iwas invited to contact the FBI should he become a victim 
or a perceived or actual hate crime in the future. 


regarding 



Jprovided the following background information 
and family: 


Full name: 
Race: 


White 
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uritv account number 


social 


currently residing a 
telephone number 

(cellular), was interviewed at the FEDERAL BUREAU QF 
INVESTIGATION (FBI), 219 S. Dearborn. Room 905. Chicaao. Illinois 


ted a 

telephone numbe 
identities of the 
of the inte3rview. 




I After being advised of the 
ng Officer and A,gent, and the purpose 
provided the following information: 


Investigation on 01/30/2006 at ChicagO/ Illinois 
File# 87-CG-124896; I I 


Date dictated 
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1 I the trial of 

KHALED DUMEISI, who had been pr osecuted bv the United States for 
being a spy for SADDAM HUSSEIN.I 
I I (unknown correct 


spelling). 
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Date of transcription 02/02/2006 


Or. ^ ^ 

interviewed 

INVESTIGATIO, 

Dii-r-iria b.hi .q_ 

and SAI I 

hha FEDERAL RURFAT7 OF 


_riR-nt-.i nnp.d that, .qhp. r-FiC^ntJ.vl_1_ 

1 1 

1 

Open source research on AL-FAISAL, 
le following: 

Via tne internet, reveaiea tf 


TOUJAN AL-FAISAIj, born in 1948, was a former television 
and cyber journalist as well as a women's rights advocate, She also 
was Jordan's first female Member of Parliament being elected in 
1993 and serving until 1997, In 1996 she was also elected to the 
inter-parliamentary’COUNCIL which is the governing body of the 
INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION. 

In 1996 AL-FAISAL was a keynote speaker for the BIRZEIT 
SOCIETY CONVENTION, BIRZEIT is a town in the WEST BANK and every 
two years PALESTINIANS, whose origins come from BIRZEIT, gather for 
a convention. The convention was held at the ANAHEIM MARIQTT HOTEL 
in Anaheim, California. In an interview she claimed to be one of 22 
opposition members in the 80-seat JORDANIAN PARLIAMENT. She became 
critical of the JORDANIAN PAlRLIAMENT for approving a peace treaty 
with Israel as well as lifting an embargo on Israel. 

In March 2002 AL-FAISAL published a letter criticizing 
some members of the JORDANIAN GOVERNMENT. This letter was posted on 
the Houston-based ARAB TIMES website. AL-FAISAL was convicted of 
slandering the JORDANIAN GOVERNMENT and sentenced to 18 months in 
jail, She eventually received a royal pardon however this did not 
annul her conviction. AL-FAISAL attempted to run for reelection to 
the JORDANIAN PARLIAMENT in 2003 but her application was rejected 
on the grounds that she had previously committed a non-political 
offence. 


AL-FAISAL was also suspected of profiting from Iraqi oil 
sales that SADDAM HUSSEIN'S regime had allegedly offered her in 
exchange for cultivating political and popular support in her 
country. It is alleged that AL-FAISAL received 3 million barrels of 
oil from the UNITED'NATIONS OIL-FOR-FOOP PROGRAM then selling same 
for profit. It is alleged that she was known for her support of 
SADDAM HUSSEIN and his regime. 


Investigation on 02/D1/2006 at 


File# 87-CG-124896; 


Date dictated 


by TFq 


a; O 

Jb7A 

lb7C 

Jb7D 
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87-CG-124896 


Conlinualion of FD-302 of 


,On 02 /01/2006 , Page 



It shall be noted that all above information was solely 
derived from reports on different internet websites and none of the 
information has been verified. 

Information obtained from following websites: 

— WWW.answers.com 

— news.bbc.oo.uk 

— WWW.ipu.org 

— WWW.Washington-report.org 

— WWW.dawn.com 

— WWW.defenddemocracy•org 
www.globalpolicY.org 

— old.krg.org 

— WWW■memri.org 
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DATE 05-18-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/sai/lsc 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I Date of transcription 05/15/2003 

I IbornI Idriver's 

1 i.cen se mimper l I 

I was interviewed at 219 South Dearborn Street, 
go, Illinois. After being informed of the iden tity of the 
viewing agents and the nature of the interview, | | 

ded the following information: 



Investigation on 05/13/2003 at Chicago, Illinois 


File# 97A-CG-118544 


Date dictated 


by SA| 
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'Thj 

= following-investigation was conducted by SA|^ 
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On 

_ ; : _^___ 1 


an 


■jg; in a noH-it.-ion -ho know. a.g fnnnw!=i: 
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(S) 

INVESTIGATION AT LOS ANGELES HAS ALSO REVEALED THAT 



ORGliNIZATION IS TAKING AN ACTIVE ROLE IN ORCHESTRATING ANTI-WAR 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, JOINING VARIOUS COALITION 
GROUPS THAT ARE OPPOSED TO U.S. INTERVENTION IN THE GULP. ALL 
ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD APPEAR TO BE PEACEFUL WITH NO 
INDICATIONS OF PLANNED\VIOLENCE. \ 

S) 


i I pRGANIZED EFFORTS TO 

j 

i ORCHESTRATE PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS- IN THE UNITED STATES INCLUDE 
ATTEMPTS TO MOBILIZE THE PALESTINIAN COMMUNITY AGAINST U.S. 
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E T 


IN THE GULF, NELL AS ESTABLISH LINKAGE BETWEEN 

_ NiS INVASION OP KUWAIT AND THE RESOLUTION OF THE. 

^TSTANDING^ PALESTINIAN HOMELAND ISSUE, VIS A VIS PRESSURE ON 


INTERVENTION 
sjaddAM HUI^E 
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SECRET 


DATE; 05-19-2011 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OH: 05-19-2036 


PEB:aq 


Agent (SA) 



igation was conducted by Special 


asset who has provided reliable information in the past and who 
is in a position to know, advised as follows:_ 



m 


Asset remains reliable and stable. 


tnfdfindt^on herein obtained confidentially: infortnant^s nane is not to be disclosed in a report or otherwise 
unless it has been decided definitely that this person is to be a witness in a trial or hearing. 


S^ET 


SEARCHED 

INDEXED 

SERWIIZEO_ 

__FIL£D_ 


/ 2 .— 


FES 2 6 1391 

pni rwirA/^.*^ 
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( 3 ) 




on 



[ 


kdvised Si 


1 that a pro-Palestinian meeting/lecrure was held on 

* _ _j-i_TT_ j_-n T -i -i <= =i+- r’Vk •? r’.arfn 


February 10, 1991, at the Univ^sity of Illinois at Chicago, 
Illinois Hall. Approximately/!20 people were present. A 
^ajoaty .f tha people were Arab ween. 

Most of the discussion was centered on gaining ^ support 
for Iraq and ^DDAM Hg^SEIN among Palestinians in the United 
States, 

MARY DIA:^ of the Union of 
afignni ation in N<^rth America, spoke briefly about women's role in 
Palestine and how they can take an active part in the Palestinian 
uprising/Intifadah. 

CAMILYA 0^1^ spoke about the Palestinian women' s role 
in the United Statesand their need to show _ strong support for 
SADDAM HUSSEIN and/his quest to free Palestinians from Israel's^ 
occupation. ODEH/feels the strongest sho^ of support for Iraq is 
via massive, demonstrations throughout tl^ United States. 

The keynote speaker was MAHA/FHOUB X,.. a PLO 
representative to the United Nations ^nd ^ Executive committee 
member of the Palestinian Women's Unipn in the United States. 
KHOURI was very much against the war and felt that Iraq was 
completely justified in its "annexation" of Kuwait. KHOURI 
stated that Israel was the "instigator" of the violence in the 
Middle East, KHOURI stated that the war was just an excuse to 
push the Palestinian issue out of the spotlight where it 
again be ignored by the United States. 
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Also present at the meetj ng/ls 


and another man named 



re were 
iNUl 


and 


b6 

b7C 


information heroin obtained confidentially; informant's name is not to be disclosed in a report or otherwise 
unless it has been decided definitely that this person is to be a witness in a trial or he^jng ^^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


To: Chicago 


Date: 06/12/2001 


From: 


CI-2 

Contact: SaI 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: Q 
Case ID #:X) 


Title: ( 



(Pending) 


CGENCE MATTERS; 


Synopsis: () 


Information provided by Asset. 


Deri^ 

Declsj 


\ Details: On an asset with 

' excellent access whose reporting, though limited, has been 
corroborated provided the following information: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


(S) 


( 3 ) 


(U) 


Date: 02/10/2003 



00: CHICAGO 



fin. 


•DetailSTInvestigation was initiated on captioned subject 
based upon^immigration and Naturalization .qp.rvice (TN.q) file 
review information which identified s ubject as|| 

I Investigation was initiated 


to fully identify 


(U) 


(s) Background checks were conducted to include the 
following: 'FBI/ACS, ELSUR, Confidential Indices, FBI Global 
Search, FOIMS, Illinois Drivers License, and NCIC. No derogatory 
information could be ascertained for subject 
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02/10/2003 


subj ect 

believed everyone in Iraq had the capability to rise to whatever 
rank he aspired, even if he were Assyrian, Christian, Kurd, or 
Muslim minorities. Subject cited Tariq Aziz, Saddam Hussein's 
Deputy Prime Minister, how he rose through the ranks even though 


Subject discussed Saddam Hussein and called him 
"wickedly smart" in that he kept competent people around him and 
"purchased his way out" or "eliminated" the mistakes he made. 
Subject had no respect for either of the Hussein sons, Uday or 
Quasay and believed they had caused more harm to Hussein's rein 
than public opinion knew in their exploits. Subject advised he 
was not a member of the Ba'ath Party. Subject admitted he kept 
track of Arab events as he subscribed to the A1 Jazera News 
station via cable television. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Chicago 

From: Chicago 

Squad Cl-2 
Contact: SA 

Approved By: | 

Drafted By: | 


Date: 04/17/2003 


(S) 

S) 


Case ID # : (^ 
(U).«) 


Title: (») 



(U) Synopsis:To report results of interview of captioned 
subject. 


DerxVed.J^om^^„-.-0^ 
Declassi^=*^Jnj XI 



lal security number 


DOB 


I address 
cellular telephone 


Chicacfo interviewed 


{«) On 
lace of business 


telephone number _ 

provided the following information 
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Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 10/10/2002 


To: Counte rinte11igene e 

San Francisco 


Attn: CD-IB 

Squad 16-C 


From: Cincinnati 



Synopsis: (U) Cincinnati has initiated an investigation 

targeting captioned subject. 

















I I provided his opinion regar ding the K urdish 

people and the other general Iraqi populous. I [ noted that 

in his opinion, "99 per cent of the Kurds" wished to topple SADDAM 
HUSSEIN and "hate him."| [cautioned, however, that many of 

the Kurds feel b etrayed hy the United States, due to its military 
stance in 1991. | | elaborated, noting that signals were sent 

by the United States government that the Kurdish uprising would be 
supported to topple SADDAM, and that several people were 
subsequently killed fighting SADDAM and his regime; hp wever, no 
United States assistance actually followed. I I noted, in 

summation, in his opinion, that the average person in Iraq will be 
glad when SADDAM HUSSEIN's regime ends. They will also be 
skeptical to provide any assistance until it is certain the regime 


S^^ET 
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Memorandum 








To : SAC Los Angeles 


From SA 


Subject 


Date lf2Al9i 


Dates 


File H on which contacted (Use Tillcs jf File not available) 

46E-LA-162960 


Purpose and results of contact 

□ NEGATIVE 
g] POSITIVE 
-[^-STATIS'nc - - 

Desedptiou of. 

Statistical Accomplishment 


Title of Case 


File No. 



b7D 


AlLmFpRMATlONCO^^^ 

by 

date 


Tnfr>mnali nq mitfainfed hcftan T^^obUincd OonfidcDlialty. The infQnD^* S’lialQC is n oC to 

fonn unless a conscious dcciaon has beta made to disclose las/her identity by an appiopnalCiFBI official, I 1 


PERSONAL DATA 


131 


SEP-''^'" 


"y'fii-LOSAKGELES. 




iniL SMC/pah 

( ) 

hC "W/.p^f 


£,-lA " ll> 


♦♦♦see reverse side for statistics*** 
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DATE: 04-26-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baTj/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirf OH: 04-26-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Little Rock 

From: Little Rock 

Squad 5 _ 

Contact: SA f 


Da,te: 11/18/200,4 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #T 


: ejt 


<x* 


315S-LR-42585 


(Pending) 


Title; 


<X) [ 


Synopsis 

contained 


is: £ 

ned in | ^ I 


IT - PALESTINIAN REJECTIONIST ORGANIZATIONS; 
00:LR 


Summary of case file and gener al information 
"on subj ect I I 



Derxv 

Decl 


bl 

be 

b7C 

b7E 


jm. 


] 


[ 


Enclosure(s); 


^ Select references taken out of_ 

and author's time line for subject. 


on subject 


Details: A search for subject^ 


in 


resulted iii numerous positive hits including the discovery of 
five separate case numbers of past FBI cases on the subject a^ 
associates. These cases are as follows: 


(S) 



L\ 2 . 6?6 


(U) .,,A review of the 

miscellaneous documents found 
following information was obtair 

SE 


cases and other 

was conducted and the 
111 Addition to the 



^j^T 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 

I I (dob; | 

was advised of the identity of the interviewing agents as well as tBc purpose oi tbc interview. 
He provided the following information: 
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ALL IMFORimTION COHTAIIJED 
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DATE 04-26-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/saB/isc 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03 /ll/2004 


On 03/11/2004, 
plac 

current residence 



date of birth 


isiHignnii 


ureau o 



Language A nalyst 
agent told 
provided the f 


tne purpose o 


was 1 
gatio 
The i 



Investigation on 03/11/2004 


File# 315D“LiA“226986 



Date dictated 03/11/2004 


by SA 


- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of. the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MEK AND SaPDAM HUSSEIN 

MT?V OTiT^Fi^M TJTTCCPTKT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of tianscriptjon 03 /08 /2002 


On 3/7/2002 at appro ximately 3:40pm, SaI I 

received a telephon e call from | | (p reviously 

identif ied) . Agent F I was paged to telephone number | 

I i The latter pho ne number'was said to be at the subjects worK 

location. I I voluntarily provided the following information: 





Investigation on 3/8/2002 


File# 265A-LA-C229604 


Date dictated 


by SAj 


disv-1^' 

‘+'2X) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of trMscripti 9 n 03/05/2004 


On 03/05 /20041 ___ I date of 

birth I I Place o t birthi | Uhltfed states (U.S 

Alien Registration' Number| | current residence | 

I was advised of the identity of the interviewing ag ent, the 
Identity of the Language Analyst,! [Federal 

Bureau of I nvestigation, and the pu^ose ot the inteinriew. 

I provided the following information: 


FAMILY 




place of birth 
place of birth 



father, an 
mother. 


age and lives in 


is approximately ! I years of 


age and lives 



is between 


years of 




Investigation on 03/05/2004 at 


File# 315D-LA-226986 


‘ Date dictated 


This document contains neither recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of theTBl and is loaned to your, agency; 
U and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03/11/2004 


On 0 3/11/2004,1 _I date of birthL_^___ 

p rtf hi-rhbl A ccount NumberT 

I current residence I 

was interviewed by SA|_ Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI), and Language Analyst. _ 

FBI. The inte rviewing a gent told I I the purpose of the 

interview, and | | provided the following information: 

I I FAMILY 








IN THE UNITED STATES 



Investigation on 03/11/2004 at 


File# 315D-LA-226986 



Date dictated 




by SA 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and'irioane'd' 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 








RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MEK AND SADDAM HUSSEIN 

The MEK and SADDAM HUSSEIN were both against the Khomeini 
regime. HUSSEIN said the MEK were "his quests." 
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W/F. DOB 


Date of transcription 03 / 04/2004 


was interviewed at 






Investigation on 3/3/04 


File 1 31^ 

SA 
by SA 


1-226986 


Date dictated 


3/4/04 . *4 
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it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date dictated 3/"LA /04 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03/05/2004 


at r 


1(W/M DObF 


j ana sa| _ 


lated by SaI 

r 


was contac ted 

^ --- . iKczi 

] After being advised of the identity of the 


I The interview was conducted by SA 


j The interview was-conducted 


I 


jprovided the following inforinatidn: 

.r 


At the onset of the interview, , 
provided his identification documents, w!hich were 
interviewing Agents and are summarized as follows: 


] voluntarily 
reviewed by the 


be 

b7C 

In'in 


States: contains Immiaration ttP 


1 DOB 

1 

1 le^ 

>ired 


shows one 

_ 



issued 


- U.S. Resident Alien Card; T 
Alien Registration Number p f 

T Iwas born inf 


] PosT 



Investigation on 3/3/04 


at 


File# 31 5D~IA~226986 

saI 

by SA 


Date dictated 3/5/04 


This document contains neither recoinmendatiohbndr conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.. 






I I was asked to describe the relationship of the 

mujahedin organization to the former Iraqi government of Saddam 
Hussein. He said that the mujahedin organization was totally 
independent from Husseih's government. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 

On l I an individual, who has agreed to testify, 

provided the following information: 


Investigation on 


315E-LA-234234 


Date dictated 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 

Individual (source), who has agreed to testify, provided 
the following information. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



I I statea that the MEK had np relationship with the 

former Iraqi Government or Saddam Hossein. The MEK and; the Iraqis 
were totally separate and independent. 


I I did not appear to have any intention of providing 

any substantiv e i nformati on , and the in tervi ew w as terminated. 

b 
. !b 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It.is the property of the FBi and is loaned to youT agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Portland 


From; Portland 

Squad 4 I 

Contact: SA 


Date: 01/2-9/1998 


Attn: 


Attn: 


NS-3B|_ 

UNIT CHIEF 
ROOM 5437 

SAL 

TF^ 



Approved By: 


Drafted By: 

(S) 

Case ID #: 


Title: 

{ s) 

A 

\ 

Synopsis: C 

S) 

subjecd 


5e)-'ia.l 4 Vo 



captipned 


conducted on I 


Clas^±^3.e4__^_ 
Reasorj^---'^^^^ 
•declassify On 


IT^PD 


I, Portland learned fr 
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ounterterrorism From 


SADDAM HUSSEIN 


and does not know anyone who has, associated with the MUSLIM 
BROTHERHOOD. I has not heard of anv domestic Iraai 


(V) Ninety percent of Iraqis are against the 
government. This belief crosses religious affiliations, but 
Sunnis will cooperate more with HUSSEIN. The Shi'a will welcome 
US ground troops because the Shi'a need someone to help them. 
Iraqis know what they see on government TV is not true because 
knowledge of America is more widespread now than during the Gulf 
War. If Iraqis get the chance to leave Iraq, they will leave. 
























To: Counterterrorism From: 

lU) Re^ I - 


People in Baghdad will likely leave, but those in the south are 
more apt to remain. Iraqis living in the United States feel safe 
from HUSSEIN. 


There is no indication of civil unrest in Iraq, 
people are united against HUSSEIN. Most people in southern Iraq 
were not exposed to the UN. The current standard of living in 
Iraq is very poor, however, many consumer goods are available to 
buy, but no one has money to buy them. People who don’t have 
family members sending them money from outside Iraq, do not have 
enough money to live. Since 1991, electrical systems have been 
broken. There is power rationing and many people have 
generators. The phone systems are good, but as of today they are 
not working. 
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(U) Full Field Investigation Instituted: 05/04/2004 NONUSPER 

Administrative:Per all SAC, EC from CTD dated 
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AT WASHINGTON, DC 


^ RMD will ensure the aforementioned subfiles 
will be op^ed and that access to sub 302 will remain 
restricted to the above mentioned personnel. 
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restricted in the Automated Case Management System (ACS). 
Access will be granted to the following individuals: 



D/AD Counterterrorism Division 
AD Counterterrorism Division 

EAD Counterterrorism/Counterintelligence Division 
OSC Baghdad Operations Center 
D/OSC Baghdad Operations Center 
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may be made without the approval of the Assistant 
Director of the Counterterrorism Division. 

IflDetails:^ The captioned investigation was opened to 
capture intelligence and evidence as it relates to the 
national security investigation targeting Saddam Hussein. 

This EC establishes the subfile system for capturing 
information regarding Hussein. The following subfiles will be 
established: 

lA - Will be a repository for all contemporaneous 
notes and items which will need to be retained that are not 
evidentiary in nature. 

IB - will document FD-192 bulky records and will be 
a repository for evidentiary material. 

302 - will be a repository for FD-302's, inserts and 
classified'LHM's which document interviews conducted of 
captioned subject and additional High 'Value Detainees. 

BC - will be a repository for background information 
on captioned subject and his closest associates. 

CE - will be used maintain all records regarding 
expenditures of case funds in captioned matter. 

ELA - will be used to maintain all documents 
regarding the administration of electronic surveillance in 
captioned matter. 

ELI - will document all original elsur logs 
developed or maintained in captioned matter. 

LAB - will be a repository for all laboratory 
requests, reports and findings in captioned matter. 

NC - will be a repository for all pertinent newpaper 
clippings deemed of significant value that they will add to 
the overall progression of the investigation. 

This EC also documents the fact that due to the 
sensitive nature of the interviews of captioned subject, and 
the request of the Department of Justice, Office of the Deputy 
Attorney General [noted in immediate EC from Counterterrorism 
to General Counsel, dated 02/06/2004] the 302 subfile will be 
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(U) 


_(M) AL-DAWA is the opposition party in Iraq, and in 

the 1970's,' the group killed the leadership of Iraq. When SADDAM 
HUSSEIN came into power, he rounded up members of AL-DAWA and 
executed some of them and imprisoned others as a warning to the 
people of Iraq. AL-DAWA is not loyal to Iran and does not 
believe in the teachings of Hizballah'or KHOMEINI. The 
organization does not obtain support for the Iranian Government. 
AL-DAWA believes in educating the people to make their own 
(political) decisions about what happened in Iraq. AL-DAWA was 


formerly based in Iran, h owever most members of the organization 
are now living in Syria. |~ 
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_This was the extent of assets' report concerning 

" captionea mhtter. The asset was thanked for this information and 
his continuing assistance. 
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Complaint received 

O Personal @ Telephonic Date I 


dresj,and telephone number 

(work) 


Complainant's DOB 


, Time 9:00 am 


Sex 

Male 


c 

C/J o 

Race 

S Male 

Height 

Hair 

Build 

Birth date and birth place 

^ o 

Age 

Q Female 

Weight 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Social Security Number 


Scars, marks and other data 


Employer 


Address 


Telephone 


Vehicle Description 


Facts ot Complaint 

Complain 
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dvised he works as 
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yj All information contained herein is unclassified except where shown otherwise. 

(U) I ~lL ast. First, Middl e), I I 

_ _I was contacted on I 

Her date of birth i s | I Social Se curity Acco unt Number 

I I Driver's License N umberI I Passport 

Number ! | whic h was issued on ! | 

Her Passport expires on ! I After being apprised ot the 

reason for contact, and identities of the interviewing agents she 
provided the following information: 





(U) I _I nor | are SADDAM HUSSEIN 

sympathizers. When asked this question she responded, "absolutely 
not." She is not aware of anyone who may be planning to strike 
against the U. S. or U, S. targets. She, nor I I 
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TS 2 /CTD 


(. 3 ) 


Investigation 
File # ^ 
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Date dictated 3/21/03 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





























Houston investigation reveals that 





serves/served in the Iraqi military or intelligence. - She has no 

mbers of the Iraai military or intelliaence 


(U) She does not recal! 



(U) I [ indicated that no one in her family likes 

SADDAM HUSSEIN and she feels the war situation is terrible, 
further added, SADDAM HUSSEIN has made 
Iraqi nationals), including those in'the U.S. 
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Indices: D Negative □ See below 


ALL IIJFOBJIATION COMTAIJIED 

HEBEIl 13 TJIJCLASSIFIED 

DATE 05-16-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/sali/lsc 


Subject's name and aliases 

Sadam Husane/Iraqi Military 


Character of case 

Terrorism 


Complainant 1x1 Protect Source 


mf- SO' 



Complaint received 

D Personal ® Telephonic Date^^^^^^^ 


Complainant's address and telephone number 

business) 



Sex 

Male 


Race 

Q Male 

Height 

Hair 

Build 

Birth date and birth place 

Age 

Q Female 

Weight 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Social Security Number 

Scars, marks and other data 


Employer 


Address 


Telephone 


Vehicle Description 


Facts of Complaint ' 


PROTECT SOURCE 


■’ailed the FBI from 



Sq 7 


(Complaint received by) 


BLOCK STAMP 


































™ ■ 

in 





















FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 


ALL JI'JFORILATXOM COI'rTAIl'IED 

HEPEIN IS UliJCLASSiriED 

DATE 05-16-2011 BY 60324 uc baw./sai/lsc 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


i\\09-s:s- 

C 35911 


'be 

lb7A 

b7C 

lb7D 


Date of transcription 03/2 9/2004 


On 


provided the following information: 


Individual who has not agreed to testify. 


Individual stated that he/she had no first hand knowledge 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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(Rev. 01-31-2003) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SIST-SJ 

c 5ia39 

Sc^- 3'il 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date': 07/07/2004 


To: San Juan 


U)- 

(U) 

(U) 


From: San Juan 


Contact: SaJ 

Approved By: I 


Drafted By 
Case ID #: 



dmk 


315E-SJ-C37938 (Pending) 


Title: 



UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS (USVI); 
JOINT TERRORISM TASK FORCE (JTTF) ANNEX 
315E-SJ-C37938 


Synopsis: 



To document Source reporting. 



writer: 


bG 

hic 

]b7E 

lb7E 
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ALL IJIFOPmXION COMTAIHED 

HEBEIH IS UHCLASSIFIED 

DATE 05-16-2011 BY 60324 uc baw/saB/lsc 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 

CS^-ssM, 

G 

33 


Date of transcription 04/30/2002 


[ 


(prote ct identity) , b orn 
] Social Securit y Accouiic Number I lAlien 


TtiPtnl-.-i f i ca Fion NumbeiJ 


[ 


3 tion NumpeH 
Phone number f 


I was interviewed atf 
JFederal Bureau of Investigac 


ion 


regarding his knowl edge of criminal and terrorist activities. 
Language Specialist | Chicago Division, assisted with 

translation. After being advised of the identities - of the 
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview, | 1 

provided the following information: 


J 


■b6 

:b7c 

b7D 
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ALL IHFOEl-IATIOl COITAIIH) 

HEKEIH IS TJlJCLA33IFIEl/^j . 

DATE 07-28-2009 BY OOKA-oC BAW/SAB/L3C 

EiM 40 (iteT;«i 4 ) 3 ) ENC. BEHiND FILE 

FHeNiiinlier 3/5£'^- 14^^53^ _ 

field OfBceAcqalringEvideiice ■ _ ^ 

Serial#ofOrigbiafingDocQment __ 

Date Received ^ // ^'i _ 

R»iii Snddnim _ 

(C^ameofCoiilnbntot/liiteiviewee) 



ToBeRetomed □ Yes 0 No 

Rec^tGiviai □ Yes Pl No 

Grand JniyMatenal- Disseminate Only Pnimant to Rede 6 (e) 
Fedsal Rdes of Cdminal Procedore 

□ Yes ja’.No 

Fed^ Tas^ays Mnmation (FTI) 

□ Yes 0 No 

Ope^^'on [)-eserf Sfisd-ir 
' IT 

Refea.ce: -Qg 

(CoiunnmicationEiicIositigMatend) 




Qrisinalnotesreintervievvof. 


■Description; □ 





























SEC^?0(^RCON/NOFORN 

Counterterrorism From: Counterterrorism 
(U) 315E-HQ-1448534, 06/14/2004 



I.EAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Info) 


COUNTERTERRORISM 


AT WASHINTON DC 


(U) For information, read and clear. 


SEClST/ORCON/NOFORN 


2 








ALL IMFOPIIATIOH COHTAIlffiD 
HEEIIl IS me LAS SI TIED EXCEPT 
''irfre Ofetb-SIPSlTHERlI SE 


S5^3sgg^ORCON/NOFORN 


DATE: 07^28^2009 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAl/SAB/ 

KEA301J: 1.4 (CJ 

DECLASSIFf Oil: 07-28-2034 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : ROUTINE 


To: Counterterrorism 


From: Counterterrorism 

Baghdad Opera tions Center 

Contact : S SAI 


improved By: Piro George 



Date: 06/14/2004 


Attn: ITOS II 

SC M. Cl 
ASC_ 

uc| 


Drafted By: tmi 

- 

Case ID #: (U) 315E-HQ-1448534 " (Pending) 

Title: DESERT SPIDER 


Briese 
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ALL DIFOEHATIOH COI-lTAIllD 

HESEIIJ IS nilCLASSIFIED 

DATE OS-12-2009 BY 60324 DC BAliJ/SAB/LSC 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 06/07 /04 


On 06/02/2004,1_|was interviewed at a 

detention facility in Baghdad, Iraq by Federal Bureau o f 
Investigation Supervis ory Special Age nts George L. 

Piro and Special Agent | I After being explained the 

purpose of the interview, provided the following information: 



Investigation on 06/02/2004 at Baghdad. Irac 

File # 315E-HO-1448534^^:^ _ 

SS A George L Pipfe p SSA 
by SaI L_ 


Date dictated 06/07 /2004 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and its contents are not to be distnbuted outside your agency. 








1340 (Rc\ 4-11-03) 


le Number 


'lis ' HQ - 


leld Office Acquiring Evidence 


F rs. 1 H D r ll/l (^H D/f 


rial # of Originating Document- 

.___ Llnlo^ 


ate Rec 
rom 



(Address) 

Jy 

(City and Stale) 


^Nan1e(.^l l 


To Be Returned □ Yes □ No 

Receipt Given CH Yes No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Ciiminal Procedure 

□ Yes 

Federal Taxpayer Information (FTI) 

D Yes 


□"No 

ca^No 


Title 


'O 


- 3 : 7 -- 


r 7- , i-N /-“• 

^ i I L> 


Reference 


(Communication Enclosing Malciial) 


be 

b7C 

b7D 


escription: 


□ Origi nal notes re interview of 
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- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 06/02/04 


On 06/02/2004, 


_ interview that 

had eaten his lunch. 


began mid-morning, resumed after,_, 

Feder al Bureau of Investigation Supervisory Special Agent[ 


] 


who took part in the earlier 06/02/2004 interview, did not 
•parTlcipa tc in thi s afternoon session. During the afternoon 


interview 


provided the following information: 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Investigation on 06/02/2004 ^ Baghdad. Iraq 


File # ■115-HO-1448534 




SS fi George L. Pir 
by SA 


Date dictated 


be 

b7C 

:b7D 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc batj/sali/l 
ON 0-5-25-2011 


S^a^T/NOFORN 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : ROUTINE 

To: Newark 

From ; Newark 
C-9 

Contact : SA 


Date: 02/21/2003 

Attn: Command Post 


(U) 

(U) 

(U) 

(U) 

(U) 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


ck 


Case ID 199E-NK-109094 (Pending) 

= <X [ 


Title: 


IT - IRAQ 


} 


mE-NK- 

i oq 0^1 ^ 

5ev-. 3 


Synopsis 


:(g) To report investigation conducted by SA 

' ' Jin furtherance of Iraqi Asylum Seekers interview 


initiative, particularly the interview of[ 


X’ 



(U) 


(U) 


Referehce: 199E~NK-C108526 Serial 32 

Enclosure(s)'^) Enclosed For Newark are the following: 

1. lA envelope containing the following items: 

a. Original interview questionnaire. 

b. CCH, DMV, | __I 

c. INS Photo of interviewee. 

d. INS applications. 

e. Interview notes. 

Details; ^ On 02/20/03, Spe cial Agent (SA) I 
ar.d (SA)| l interviewedj^ 


be 

b7C 

b7D 

b7E 


lat his'place of residen cef 


] provided the following information: 


S^PB^/NOFORN 

























,, ^ ALL INFORHATIOIJ CONTAIlffiD 

' HEREIN IS IHICLASSIFIED EXCEPT 

(Rev. 01-31-2003) gnora OTHERHISE 




DATE: 0.5-26-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFf OM: OS-26-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : ROUTINE 


Date; [ 



Contact: SAl 


Approved By: I 1 


Drafted By: | 

-1 

jaj 

Case ID #: (^ 

r 


(U) ..{)( 

^ 315Q-NK-10b283(Rending) 

Title: 


1 


i'i'-lKAU 



3150- Mfc' 
I D5a?S 


(S) 


^ '-■ 



Synopsis: Debrief of 


Sisset 



:u) 



Derivfed-^ 

Decl^^edrf 


Details: I 

captioned Asset and received 


I this writer debriefed 
e following information: 


(bi 

'be 

b7C 

b7D 

b7E 

ib3 


ro 
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ALL INFOBJiATION COriTAIHED 
HEPEIN IS TJHCLASSiriED EXCEPT 
WHEEE SHOTjJH OTHERWISE 




DATE: 05-2.5-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baTj/3a±i.,.''lsc 
REASOIJ: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 0.5-25-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


From: 


Squad C-20 
Contact; Sa[ 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 



Case ID # : T 

,jy. ' lyyU-WK-iUbyyi-ITenSTrT^ 

(X) 315Q-NK-89949 (Pending) 

Title: ^ | 


(S) 



AOT -IT-W^ 

00 : I I 


Synopsis 


: X 


Debrief of captioned Asset. 


Date: 



315Q- NK- 
lC6i^23 















^ ALL INFOEIIATION COHTAIHED 

HEREIN IS TJHCLAS3IFIED EXCEPT 
(Rev. 01-31-2003) tmEPE SHOW OTHERIJISE 




DATE: 05-25-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/saD/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 0.5-25-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


(S) 

(S) 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


From: 


Date: 



Squad C-20 

Contact: SA 


Approved By: [ 

Drafted By: ^ 

Case ID #; 

iu) 



Title 


=. 


enaing) 




3l5'c?- 
I05a?2> 
5e^- ICq 


Synopsis: Debrief of captioned Asset. 

U) Dea5i3cedFrOTi^j^_-G-3 


(U) Details:On | | writer debriefed captioned Asset 

who provided^'the following information: 



















field OfBce AcqalringEvidence 
Serial # of OiiginatingBocaineiit 

Date Received $~/ 1^ I'O^^ _ 

from S'CUi.dlti/l/l l'iUSS£tl/} 


O^amBofContiibutotflateiviewee) 



El No 


Rece^GiviHi □ Yes 
Gland JinyMatetM-Disseminate OnfyPnimantto Rule 6 (e) 
Federd Rdes of Criminal Procednre 

. □ Yes 

Federal Tajqj^er Mjnnation (FX^ 

□ Yes 


J3 = No 
0 No 


TMe: 


Omnihofn OiSert Sp](kr 


ALL IlFOBHATIOH COUTADED 

HESEIM IS DIICLASSIFIED 

DATE 07-09-2009 BY uc/baw 60.324 


Reference: '13 

(CommimcationEncIoshigl^terisl) 


Description; □ Originalnotesreinterviewof 
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DEClASSIFf OH: 05-18-2036 


ALL INFORHATIOIJ COHTAIMED 
HEREIIJ IS miC LAS SIFTED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWH OTHERWISE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/09/2QQ2 

Individual, who is in a position to testify, provided the 
following information; 


Individual 




IS maintained in the FD-340 section of this case 




SESIAUZ 


■iLitiiKiaM 


mil 


MAY 0 9 2002 


11 


Investigation on 


Date dictated 05/09/2 002 


This document contains neither recommendations nor concliisioi/of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DATE: 05-18-2011 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 {C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-18-2036 „ ... 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 03 /21/2003 

"All information contained herein is unclassified except 
where shown otherwise." 

Lead Control Number: | | 

In order to obtain information regarding 1) force 
protection of U.S. troops, 2) possible terrorist attacks against 
the U.S ., and 3) potential civ il rights violations and/or hate 
crimes.I |was contacted by Special Agents (SAs) 

1^ Immigration and Customs Enforcement (BICE), 
and I I Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) . 


date of birth (DOB) 


SSAN 





tele-Dhonicall 


199E-HQ-C85883-53 


dictated 03/21/2 003 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DATE: 05-18-2011 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSirf OH: 05-18-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/20/2002 I hvr 

lb7D 

Individual, who is in a position to testify, provided the 
following information regarding a previous interview: 
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ALL IMFOBJIATIOH COtlTAIlffiD 
- HEPEIN IS TJirCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
TaIHEPE SHOTjJlJ OTHERIJISE 



DATE: 05-18-2011 

CLASSIEIA by 60324 uc baw/sali/lsc 
REASOII: 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-18-2036 

U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 




SECRET 


One Center Plaza 
Boston, MA 02108-1801 

April 23, 1999 




This communication is classified ‘SSPSSEEJJ” ill its 

tiiLiiCtj' . 

The Boston Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) has been regularly apprised of information 
n a rt a ininn tn r a rtain nrinri pals associated with captioned 

This information has been furnished 
oy an inaivrauaj- nereinaiter referred to as T-1, who may be 
characterized as an established source with good access whose 
reporting has been evaluated as consistently reliable. 

Information reported by T-1 will be prefaced below by the date in 
which T-1 initially furnished same. 
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DATE: 05-18-2011 

CLASSIFIED BT 60324 uc baw/sab/lsc 
REASON: 1.4 {C) , 

DECLASSIFY OH: 05-18-2036 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 02 / ll/2 0 03 

Source, who is in a position to testify, provided the 
following information: 

There is no concentrated community of Iraqis living in 
Maryland, such as the Russian-Jewish community concentrated in the 
Pikesville/Owings Mill/Reisterstown Road area of Baltimore 
City/County. In fact, because of the current world situation 
involving Iraq and the United States, most Iraqis will claim to be 
from other countries such as Kuwait or Saudi Arabia, in order to 
avoid any stigma attached to being an Iraqi. 

Just like there is no area with a concentration of Iraqis 
living in it, there are no leading Iraqi civic/community groups, 
nor any recognized spokesmen for the Iraqi emigres in Maryland. 

Any such civic leaders would be found in the leaders of various 
mosques, though the Source is not aware of any exclusively Iraqi 
mosques in Maryland. 

However, the Source is aware of several mosques with 
either a significant Iraqi presence in its membership or Iraqis who 
hold leadership positions within the mosque. 


b7C 

b7D 


Investigation on I 1 at 


(telephonicallv) 

File it 


_1 

bl 

u - Dat 

.b_. -^ 

e dictated 02/11/2003 

by _ 

SA 


MWF:mwf 

EUPtg*!-^- 
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^ HEREIH IS UNC 

(12/31/1995) iSHOl SaOW O 


Precedence: 
To: Nationa 


New Yor 
From: New 

I- 
. Co 

Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
|;2r|. Case ID #-: 

fSl- 



Title: 




ISI- 


RSSIFIII! BY J3«J55T41/NS 
&sat4: 1,4 (0.133 
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Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Omaha 

From: Omaha 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 


mhg 


Case ID #: 265A-OM-49003 (Pending) 

Title: IT MATTERS; 

OMAHA DIVISION 

Synopsis: Complaint call received on 

Details:_Onf 


Date: 04/07/2003 

OH- 

C,4-qo03 


[ 


~| writer receiv ed a compl aint call from 
] cellular phone number| | who provided the 


bb 

b7C 

b7D 


following information: 

^^^^^^^J_state^^ha^_he_^as_[ 


A check of indices for 


results. 


met with negative 


I 










^ 

(01/26/1998) 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc batf/sali/lsc 
ON 05-16-2011 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Omaha 

From: Omaha 

Squad 4 
Contact: Sa[ 

Approved By: 

Drafted By:| 


(U)Case ID #:199-0 (Pending) 

(U) Tltte. )() I I 

J.Synopsis:.Results of interview with 

on 3/23/98. 


DerivedJ^fom : 6-3 
Decla^si^V^n: XI 


Date: 03/31/1998 

OVA yCACl-O 


Details : PS) On I I writer conducted an interview of 

I in recrard s to a tel ephone call she had 
placed to the Omaha Divis ion on I Th-is -interview took 

place at th e residence of | [ noted as 

I The purpose of the intervi ew was b ased on a 
referenced telephone call that revealed I is conc erned aboi 

I I said that I 

[ I She also noted that 


-1 

I a place 

Account Number as 


voluntai 


gr date of birth as 
land a Social Securj 


istatec 


SElSJET 










